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June 23, 2013 
2 Peter 1:3-10 

Pastor Ken Cross 
 

Never Fall 
 
My name is Ken Cross. I would love to talk to you sometime. There are so many of you. 
My wife, Peggy, and I have been now here about seven months. It’s just going so fast. 
Getting to know many of you. I hang out kinda by the back doors and front doors as 
you’re coming and going, you know. I’m learning faces, but please keep giving me 
names as you come in. Getting to know you. It’s exciting. It’s a great opportunity to 
share with you God’s word because God’s word is what changes us. Isn’t that true? 

We’re gonna open today to a passage of Scripture that I’m very passionate about. It’s 
very interesting, but before we open up -- in fact why don’t you just go ahead and turn 
your Bibles to 2 Peter Chapter 1 – let’s just go ahead and do that, and you’ll be there. 
But I want to tell you a quick little story. 

Have you noticed in life that sometimes there’s some bumps in the road? That 
sometimes things happen and, man, it just seems like things fall apart. We stumble. We 
fall sometimes. Well, the title of this particular talk that I would like to do with you this 
morning is about not stumbling, not falling. 

We have four children, one boy, three girls. All married godly people. It’s just an 
amazing thing. But our two youngest, when they were smaller they did something that 
just will never leave my mind. You’ve been out with a sprinkler, right? You turn the little 
sprinkler on, the little kids like to run through the water, right? Everybody’s done that, 
haven’t you? Yeah, we all have just kinda done that.  

Well, we had one of those kind that come up like as kind of a fountain. You know those 
kind just out of a little ring? So they’re standing opposed, and they’re running through 
this thing. They are just having fun. Just going for it. Well, the water was getting, I 
guess, in their eyes is what they said. So they stood apart and they said, “Let’s run 
together. Let’s do it the same time!” But, what did they do? They closed their eyes. So 
here they come (whooooo), and I’m watching this. It’s like a train wreck coming. They 
get in the water and BOOM knocked each other out cold. They’re just like lying there 
like WHAM. They got knocked over. They lost their ground.  

Sometimes we are walking our walk with God, it seems like “What is going on? How 
come I just keep stumbling? If I would have just kept my eyes open. If I would have kept 
my eyes on Jesus. If I would have . . . if, if, if,” all the things that go on in our thoughts. 
But this particular passage of Scripture has some very cool promises in it.  

At the very end it says, “If you can do these things. If these things that are within this 
passage of Scripture will happen, you will never stumble. You won’t do it, and you will 
always be effective and fruitful.” How cool is that, right? Wouldn’t we want that? Don’t 
we want that? So let’s dig into this portion of Scripture and find out what are the things 
God’s doing and what are the things we’re responsible for. We’ll just unpack this and 
let’s learn from his truth this morning, but as we do, let’s bow in prayer before we get 
started. 
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Father God, what a treasure it is to meet with your people again this morning. Lord, 
you’ve brought each person here to speak to us. Lord, we praise you for what you’re 
doing, your marvelous acts of grace and mercy that when we stumble, when we seem 
to close our eyes or our faith isn’t strong or whatever is going on, God, you are there to 
catch us, to move us forward, and you promise that what you’ve begun you will finish. 
So it’s a process of learning and growing in our knowledge of you and our 
understanding of you, but, Lord, teach us this morning. Help us to get a grip of what 2 
Peter Chapter 1:3-10 is talking about. And we will praise you for it. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.  

So this is what God says. I’m gonna start in verse 3 of 2 Peter Chapter 1. It says this: 

His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through 
our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness -- 

A lot of good stuff right off the bat. 

--through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 
4 Through these things he has given us his very great and precious promises, so 
that through them you may participate in the divine nature, (Wow!) and escape 
the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 
5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to 
goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, brotherly 
affection; and to brotherly affection, love. 8 For (condition) if you possess these 
qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and 
unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But if anyone does 
not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been 
cleansed from his past sins. 
10 Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election 
sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, you will never stumble. 

Incredible! 

Now, let’s go check this out. There are two people that are addressed in this: God, the 
things that God is bringing to the table, what does he say that he will do to be able to 
cover these things; and then what are the things that we’re responsible for? So, let’s 
first talk about the things God does for us to be able to not stumble and to be effective 
and fruitful. 

First of all, it says: 

His divine power. 

Not mine but his.  

His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness. 

Now, it’s interesting. What does that mean, and how does it work? How does God, 
through his divine power, give me everything that I need? How does that apply in my 
life? What happens? How does that go? Well, to understand that you have to 
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understand what the cross is. Jesus went to the cross and he settled the issues of sin, 
didn’t he? He paid the price for my sin, for your sin, for everything that’s going on in our 
worlds that are against him that are not a part of his kingdom, it’s sin. But it’s interesting 
that he went to the cross with two natures, right? Two natures. He was fully God, 100% 
fully God. In fact, it’s very interesting what Philippians says about that. It says in 
Philippians 2:8: 

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God a thing to be 
grasped or something to be used for his own advantage; 7rather, he made 
himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant being made in human 
likeness. 8And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross! 

So, he shows up on planet earth, born fully God but also fully man completely. Now, we 
understand what fully man is because we have that sinful nature, don’t we? But if you 
accept Jesus Christ as your Savior, if he comes through the death that he paid the 
penalty for sin on the cross, if he comes in your life, the Holy Spirit comes in, you are 
saved, you are cleansed because you believed that he was the Savior of your sin and 
that you want to make him the Lord of your life. When that happens -- when that 
moment occurs, that old sinful nature -- Jesus, when he went and died for that sin, he 
was buried in the tomb, all of the sin for all of mankind from beginning to the end was 
taken with him down in that death. And when he went down there, when we accept him 
as Savior, we are buried with him.  

That’s what baptism represents. We go down underwater -- we couldn’t live underwater, 
we’re buried with him -- but we are raised with him when he conquered that. We’re 
raised with him and he did away with the pressure and the slavery really of what sin 
was. So, he was fully man. He could have sinned as fully man. It was possible. In fact, 
Satan – well, it’s a big debate, but I believe this – Satan, in fact, thought he could get 
him.  

You remember the whole 40 days of temptation that he was led by the Spirit to go into 
the desert? Remember that? He was led by the Spirit to go in. He goes into the desert 
led by the Spirit, and Satan thinks, “This is my chance. I can get him to stumble. I can 
get him to fall. He is man. He took that on.” But his divine power through the Holy Spirit 
again being there, the Spirit was there, was way bigger than anything that Satan could 
ever throw at him. He conquered that, lived through that experience, 40 days of not 
eating and all of that, no sin and nothing, and goes through the rest of his life because 
his divine power was stronger. So, he conquered sin and then says, “I’m gonna help 
you out. I’m going to help you out by sending the Holy Spirit. That divine power is 
going to be with you.”  

So God brings his divine power, but he also imparts the Holy Spirit into our lives. Notice 
here where it says that we can become partakers of the divine nature. That Greek word 
“partakers” or “participation” means that “one who participates with another in an 
enterprise or matter of joint concern.” The coolest thing is Jesus said, “You will never 
be alone. You will have the Holy Spirit, the power of me living inside of you. You 
have a new nature, and that new nature has been cleansed from sin. The 
corruption of it you have no more.” We’ll talk about that in a minute. “And that Holy 
Spirit is gonna get things done in your life.” I love the way God’s word translation 
says what Romans 8:3-4 is trying to communicate. Listen carefully. It says: 
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It is impossible to do what God’s standards demand because of the weakness of 
our human nature. 

Right, that’s true. We can’t get it done on our own, but: 

God sent his Son to have a human nature as sinners have and to pay for sin. 
That way God condemned sin in our corrupt nature. Therefore, we do not live by 
our corrupt nature but by our spiritual nature are able to meet God’s demands. 

Is that not cool? So how is the Holy Spirit working in your life? How do you take the 
word of God and apply it? Are you doing it through your own nature or are you doing it 
through the new nature? That’s what we are trying get to. You have died to sin.  

So the next thing that God does is his power allows us to escape corruption. It doesn’t 
say we escape sin, we escape the corruption that it brings. I’m still going to sin, but 
every time I do I get to go lay that at the cross. It’s buried. Jesus died for it. It’s paid for. 
He raises me up to new life. He raises me up to get through that. It doesn’t hold any 
bondage. Satan can’t come and go, “Ahh, now you’ve done it.” It can’t happen to a 
believer. Isn’t that incredible? It’s amazing. So we escape the corruption of that and his 
divine power lastly assures security. Security. We’re held not in our power, we’re held in 
whose power? God’s. Does God ever fail? Never. Isn’t that crazy? 

Anybody out there with grandkids? Come on be proud, “I’m a grandparent, yeah.” We 
have 6 ½ grandkids, six here and one coming. She calls it “jellybean,” so we got that 
one coming. Number seven is on its way. Very, very cool. But have you ever had the 
experience as a grandparent to send your little kid through training wheels? Anybody 
out there? Training wheels, right? It’s the coolest thing because as parents you’re 
worried about their maturing and growing and developing and all those kinds of things, 
right? So, you’re all scared.  

But as a grandparent you’re like, “Oh, hey, if they get it, they get it. If they don’t, they 
don’t. They’ll get it eventually.” There’s no worries, right? But the funny part if you really 
think about it, training wheels are to keep us protected as little kids riding around on 
bikes. In some ways, why in the world would we ever wanna take them off? Yeah, we 
want to mature. Yeah, we want to grow. But why does God say, “You know what? I 
want you in Ephesians Chapter 6 to put on the full armor of God. All of it.”  

I think sometimes what that picture is for us is like the knight or something that’s putting 
on the armor and then when he goes to bed he takes it all off and then comes back and 
puts it on when he’s at battle. Does it ever say “take it off”? “Put it on” is all it says, the 
armor of God, the training wheels, keeping us safe. God keeps us safe. We’ve got to 
walk his ways to hold that ground. He is our security.  

Let’s talk now for just a bit about our side. What do we bring? What’s our responsibility? 
What’s going on with us? Well, first of all, we can produce the things that this verse is 
talking about of fruitfulness, never falling, effectiveness, all of that by knowing God, by 
knowing him. Listen again in verse 3: 

His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through 
our knowledge of him. 
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So if I’m gonna be effective, he’s giving me the tools to be safe, to be secure, to be 
strong. He gives me the power. I trust in the Holy Spirit to get it done, to go there, but I 
need to get to know him. It’s interesting what he uses here in the Greek language. For 
the word “know” there’s many words, three for sure. “Nosis” means “general 
knowledge,” “gnosis” means “knowledge by experience,” but this particular word is 
“epinosis” which means “specific detail about how we know our God. We’ve studied. 
We’ve looked. We’ve checked it out. We’ve looked at the Word. We’ve gotten to know 
him. Detail, detail, detail.”  

It’s kinda like how many of you showed up at a mechanic, right? You show up at the 
mechanic and you say, “I’ve got this thing going on with my car.” 

The mechanic kinda looks at you like, “Yeah, well, I work on cars all the time and, you 
know, I think I know what’s wrong with your – well, I – eh – okay. Bring it in. It will only 
cost you $500. No worries. Let me just check it out.” 

You feel really comfortable with that? You know, not so much, right? Versus there was a 
time that I had surgery one time. I went to Stanford actually to have it done. At this 
particular surgery, I walked in and this doctor went, “I have performed this surgery 
countless times. In fact, the little things that might be kind of errant on this particular 
surgery, actually what I can do is I’ve learned how to sew nerves back together. We can 
do this. I know exactly what your problem is and how to fix it.” Is that good? It’s 
amazing.  

That’s what God is saying, “Get to know me like that.” Know God, the depths of him, 
the width, the height, the breadth, all of who he is, his love, his grace, his mercy. Get to 
know him. Good? It’s a great, great thing.  

Secondly, we can increase our productivity by actively trusting his promises. Are God’s 
words true? Does he ever lie? No. But actively trusting him. Because you can take a 
verse like Proverbs 3:5-6 for instance: 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways acknowledge him, and he will direct your paths. 

So there’s some conditions. Almost every promise of God there is a condition with it.  

So how does that work? I just gotta trust him. Trust, okay? Actively trusting him: 

Trust in the Lord with all my heart.  

Sometimes I’m not all the way there, right? Kinda split up. But trust in him with all your 
heart: 

and learn not on your own understanding; 

“Boy, I’m not sure where this is going to go, but I’m gonna lean on your wisdom. Here I 
go,” and:  

he will make your paths straight. 

What a promise, but we’ve got amazing promises in the word of God. Have you ever 
thought about how many are there, how many times has God said, “I promise that this 
will happen”? Somebody started counting, and how many do you think there were? 
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One guy’s total is, like, 400, 500, how many? He says there’s 3,573 promises in the 
word of God. Does God care about us? Does he want to make sure we don’t stumble? 
Does he want to make sure we don’t fall? Does he want us to be fruitful? Promises. We 
just need to get them in play.  

Then increasing productivity also means obeying his guidance. Obeying his guidance. 
Walking in the power of God is a very interesting thing. He’s leading. He’s given me all 
these things. He’s guiding and directing all the things that he grants to us. How does it 
work that his power kinda rolls through me? Well, picture a swimmer. Let’s say it’s an 
Olympic swimmer. Let’s say somebody is just like a great, great swimmer. Does that 
swimmer have a coach? Usually don’t they? Yeah. You see that. Well, they get together 
every now and again, this amazing athlete, and that coach says, “You know what? I’ve 
been watching everything that you’ve been doing. You’re amazing. Yeah, if you would 
just maybe bring your head -- just tilt a little higher out of the water you’re gonna grab a 
little bit faster air, and you’re gonna get your head down in, and you’re gonna be able to 
dive down. I think it’ll shave some tenths of a second off your time.”  

Now, that Olympic swimmer could say, “Well, you’re not doing it. You don’t know. It’s 
hard in that water. I don’t know if I really want to listen to you. Me, do what you’re saying 
-- I -- I don’t know.” We can quench the Spirit in our walk with God, or we can be 
available to his coaching. He knows life way better than I know it. Let’s just follow his 
lead, obey. The one thing God never does for us is makes us obey him. That is a choice 
moment by moment, right? We are living sacrifice Romans 12 talks about. As a living 
sacrifice, my obedience, “I choose to serve you today, this moment.” Well, if I make that 
decision, the next moment is up for grabs. It’s a sacrifice. It’s consumed. It was gone. 
It’s ashes. So my next option of “am I going to obey” is a new living sacrifice, moment 
by moment by moment walking our way with God. Amazing? Walking with him. 

Then lastly is putting on the characteristics of God, and that’s these listed eight 
qualities. So let’s look at them very, very quickly, let’s go. Eight qualities, eight 
characteristics of God, the first one being faith. It’s impossible to please God without 
faith, agreed? Hebrews is very clear about that. Faith is super critical. Have you ever 
wondered why Jesus would say at almost every one of his miracles that he performed, 
“It was your faith that did it.” That person couldn’t have brought anything to it to get 
that done. But he said it was your faith. What was going on? Was happening with that? 
Faith is action, unyielding trust in a faithful God. It’s like the centurion who Jesus said, 
“That is great faith” who stood before him as a soldier. He wasn’t a Jew. He wasn’t 
religious probably.  

That man stood before him and said, “I’m a man of authority. I want you to heal my 
servant. You don’t need to go see me. You don’t need to go see him. You can just 
speak it from here, and it will be done.”  

Jesus said, “Wow, I haven’t seen that kind of faith in all of Israel.” Amazing. Faith is 
action. It’s putting something in play. But here is what happens often. Can you guys see 
this? Who is this? (holding up a small figure) Gumby, right? This is Gumby. Is it okay if I 
move over here? Is it wrong? Can I do that? Well, I’m doing it. Here we go (moved over 
to a tree with a rope hanging from a branch that hangs past a raised platform). Can you 
still see Gumby sort of? Well, let’s just picture this tree is God, right? Are you with me? 
And then who is the rope? Jesus. How often do we find ourselves standing on a cliff 
(indicating the raised platform) going, “God, you want me to do what? You want me to 
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witness to somebody? Well, I don’t know if they’re gonna believe what I say to them. 
You want me to, like, give up and not lie about the things that I’ve been doing on my 
taxes and stuff like that? Are you sure, God? What you’re asking me to do looks like a 
giant cliff. It’s scary. I don’t know if I can get it done.” So, kinda like Gumby, we’ll reach 
out and go, “Okay, God. I’m gonna hold onto you. I’m gonna do that, I’m gonna hold 
onto you (the rope), but I’m gonna put one leg (still on the platform) -- and I’m gonna 
keep it back up there, and I’m gonna hang onto it, but I’m not --,” right? Do we do that? 
Honestly. Absolutely.  

What we need to do and what needs to happen is we need to hold on to Jesus and God 
(Gumby lets go of the platform and holds onto the rope), and he is gonna hold us up 
over whatever we’re going through, right? That’s what we know to be true. We know 
that maybe here, but we’ve got to get it to the place where we have action and we say, 
“We’re doing it.” Faith is sitting in the chair believing it’s gonna hold you up. Faith is 
movements. It’s never stagnate, never stagnate. 

So then next, you take that active faith and you add to it goodness, “increasing 
measure” it says, “increasing measure.” This goodness sometimes is translated “virtue.” 
It’s also translated “moral excellence,” but it’s interesting. I love what the Greek 
specifically literally is saying. It says, “Bring your finest character to your commitments.” 
Let me say that again, Goodness, “add to your faith goodness,” bring your finest 
character to your commitments. That’s amazing. When a Christian fulfills his purpose, 
he is a virtuous person. But a person who goes around talking about it all the time and 
yet has no reality to back up his talk is not manifesting a life of goodness. They are not 
living according to what they have. 

Ian Thomas in his book The Saving Life of Christ, helps us understand who lives in us, 
that it is Christ living his life through us. As I decrease, Christ increases. The world sees 
Christ when they look at me. Goodness, finest character to my commitment. It is his 
death that saved us, but his life transforms us. Because his life lives through us, we are 
doing, we are virtuous; it’s him through me in every way. It’s amazing.  

It’s like my wife just the other day was cutting things and she was all upset because it 
was a dull knife. You ever cut tomatoes with a dull knife? Right? So she’s just all like 
trying to get it done, so I went and sharpened them. I got them all nice and sharp, all of 
the knives. Well, the knife was lying in the dishwater, and she stuck a finger in there and 
what happened to her finger? Cut it. Now, was that safe? You know, most of the time 
we’re not gonna hide sharp things underneath soapy water - not a good idea first of all. 
But is a sharper knife actually safer than a dull one? It truly is because we try to push 
harder and then it can slide, things can happen. So goodness is a sharp tool. Goodness 
is not a tool that you’ve used for the wrong purposes and then you come back and try to 
use it in the right way again because it’s all filled up with the wrong stuff that it isn’t 
supposed to have in it. It doesn’t work as effectively. Sharpness.  

We need to bring to our faith goodness; and then to goodness, knowledge. Knowledge 
here is not that “epinosis” but “gnosis” meaning “experiential knowledge.” By experience 
I’ve seen that my God is good. I’ve seen that he works in my life. To really understand 
what it’s talking about, it’s really like without understanding there can be no education. 
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How many of you have sat in front of a teacher at times, and that teacher is trying to 
teach, explain, trying to show you how does this work. Let’s say it’s an Algebra teacher, 
and they’re up on the whiteboard and they’ve got “x =” and they’re cross multiplying, 
and you’re sitting there trying to solve the same problem and they go, “Okay, x = 3. Do 
you see that?”  

And you’re like, “Ha, ha, yeah, I saw it,” but do you understand it?  

There’s things that we can experience with God because like that teacher who says, 
“Solve problem #2 on your own,” and we go, 

“Arrg.” 

God will say, “All right. How are you doing? How are you going? How are you 
getting this problem solved? Do you know me? Do you know how I work? Do you 
know how I operate under these kinds of conditions?” That’s what knowledge is 
adding to. 

So “to the faith, goodness; and to the goodness, knowledge;” and then self-control. Self-
control. You know, self-control actually is “the appetites are under control, especially 
sexual passions.” Self-control is a big deal. In this world that we live in, it’s pretty much 
you can kinda run any direction you want to run. But really quickly I want to walk 
through for those of us that are married in this room and for those of you that will ever 
get married, what are the roles of a husband and wife? 

Just really quickly turn to Ephesians Chapter 5 really quick. Here in Ephesians 
Chapter 5 there’s several places in Scripture that talk about the roles of husbands and 
wives, but let me just really quickly give you something that’s awesome. It says this in 
Ephesians 5 and we’re gonna start in verse 22: 

Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as to the Lord. 23 For the 
husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of 
which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives 
should submit to their husbands in everything. 

So, women, there’s really in this whole portion of scripture down at the very end another 
area, but just for sake of time I’m just gonna quote it. The first thing that it says for 
women to do is that they are to “submit to their husbands as to the Lord,” submission. 
Then later it says that they are to respect their husbands. Those two things: submission 
and respect. But what’s interesting, it’s qualified there the submission is “as to the Lord.” 
The thing that’s interesting about that is that it’s saying then, “submit your husband as if 
he was Jesus.” Now, I haven’t met everyone here, but I don’t think you’re Jesus. I doubt 
it, right? There’s probably some mistakes, probably some things that aren’t right. A wife 
is supposed to submit then to her husband as if he is Jesus? Wait. 

Question, how does that really kinda work because he’s not perfect?” Right, he’s not. 
But it’s saying, “Act as if Jesus is standing right there so when you look at him you’ll see 
Jesus right behind him and you know Jesus has you. So you can submit to somebody 
that’s fallible because you know that Jesus is there.”  

So it’s the self-control to not say, “I’m gonna run off in all these other directions” and act 
like I don’t think I can trust that. You can. It’s possible because Jesus is there. 
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So, submission and respect has everything to do with Jesus being around and that 
we’re equals in our relationship because we come as equals. Jesus submitted to the will 
of the Father, but was he ever not equal with the Father? Always the same. We can be 
that. Then it’s saying: 

25 Husbands,  

As the head of the wife, as Christ is the head of the church, his body of which he is the 
Savior. Now the crazy thing there it’s saying that a husband is supposed to be an 
unconditional lover and a spiritual leader. Those two things: unconditional lover, spiritual 
leader. But he’s supposed to do it just like Jesus did of which he was the Savior of the 
church. Now, when Jesus came walking along this earth, he’s there and he’s interacting 
with people, especially the disciples, and he’s saying, “Hey, you know what? You 
need a Savior.” 

The disciples are going, “Right. I think we got it. We know we need a king.” 

“No, no, no, no, you need a Savior.” 

“We need a king.” 

“You need a Savior.” 

“No.” 

They just never got it, right? Husbands are so supposed to know their wives and their 
families so clearly as Jesus knew the needs of man, and they didn’t even understand it 
themselves. Husbands are to have the kind of self-control that they can come in and 
see the needs of their families and wives and take them where they are going to be safe 
and taken care of and led. That’s a tall order, and they’re supposed to love 
unconditionally in a way like Jesus did. If anybody is going to be like the doormat of a 
marriage it’s really the husbands helping get his family to safety, “Walk on me.” 
Somebody has to pay a price and somebody has to lay it down. “Give me the self-
control to make sure it’s not them but me. I will do that.” Love, leadership, that’s what 
that’s talking about. So self-control is added to the mix. 

Then 5th is perseverance. Stay on course. Remain focused on the truth. Let me read 
this cool little story about perseverance. We’ve had many hurricanes, but during one of 
the hurricanes there was some correction that needed to be done in a building that had 
some damage. This actually was a submission of an “I can’t come to work order” that a 
company received. It says this: 

When I got to the building I found that the hurricane had knocked off some of the 
bricks around the top. 

This is perseverance.  

So I rigged up a beam with a pulley at the top of the building and hoisted up a 
couple of barrels full of bricks. 

He’s gonna fix it, right? 
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When I fixed the damaged area there was a lot of bricks left over. Then I went to 
the bottom and began releasing the line. Unfortunately, the barrel of bricks was 
much heavier than I was. 

You with me? 

Before I knew what was happening, the barrel started coming down, jerking me 
up. I decided to persevere. I decided to hang on since I was too far off the ground 
by then to jump. Halfway up I met the barrel of bricks coming down fast. I 
received a hard blow on my shoulder. I then continue to the top, banging my 
head against the beam and getting my fingers pinched in the jam in the pulley. 

Yikes! Did he let go? Ha, ha, no. 

When the barrel hit the ground hard, it burst the bottom of the barrel allowing the 
bricks to fall out. I was now heavier than the barrel so I started down again at a 
high rate of speed. Halfway down I met the empty barrel coming up fast and 
received several injuries to my shins. When I hit the ground, I landed on the pile 
of spilled bricks getting several painful cuts and deep bruises.  

At this point I must have lost my presence of mind because I let go of my grip on 
the line. The barrel came down fast giving me another hard blow to the head and  
putting me in the hospital.  

“Can I have sick leave” is what he’s asking for, right? 

Perseverance is the thing that God uses to build our character. It’s the thing he uses to 
grow us, to develop us. If we let go and try to find the easy answers, we’re gonna be in 
trouble. Perseverance is critical. 

Then #6 is godliness, respectfully serving Christ while emulating his character. 
D.A. Carson, he’s a theologian. He says this: 

People do not drift toward holiness, godliness. They don’t drift toward it. Apart 
from grace-driven effort, people do not gravitate toward godliness, prayer, 
obedience to scripture, faith, and the delight in the Lord. We drift downward. We 
compromise and call it tolerance. We drift toward obedience and call it freedom. 
We drift toward superstition and call it fate. We cherish the indiscipline of lost 
self-control and call it relaxation. We slouch towards prayerlessness and delude 
ourselves into thinking we have escaped legalism. We slide towards godlessness 
and convince ourselves that we have been liberated. 

Godliness demands effort. It’s not easy through the perseverance. It’s staying the 
ground. “God you are faithful. I know you’re gonna make it.” But then what gets added 
to that is brotherly kindness. Brotherly kindness, it starts leaking out towards everybody 
else. It starts going all over the place to show love to other people.  

You know, that’s one of the coolest things. We are a larger church here. When you start 
connecting into a small group, into a care group, you start doing that or you start serving 
in an area like in the connecting ministries. We have various pockets of people working 
and serving like ushers and things. What is so cool about that, you’re interacting with 
one another and serving Christ together. In that small setting, boy, you get deep in your 
relationships and you support one another and you encourage one another. In fact, in 
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our small group we have some people just bring some pie the other day. Wow, it was 
good. So, there’s the coolest things that go on in brotherly love and to support each 
other. That’s just kinda like a great perk.  

So, the last thing is love, growing in God’s love for others with no end, no end. It’s 
interesting that in 1 Corinthians 13 it says, “faith, hope, and love,” all very, very critical. 
Faith, impossible to please God without it. Hope, hope is the blessed hope we’re going 
to heaven and all that. Love is the greatest though. Love, because love, you go with that 
and it continues to grow in heaven. It’s amazing.  

So let’s read one more time this portion of Scripture as we close. 2 Peter 1:3-10. With 
all that explanation, how are you doing with this?  

His (God’s) divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness 
through our depth of knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and 
goodness. 
4 Through these things he has given us his very great and precious promises, so 
that through them you may participate in the divine nature, and escape the 
corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 
5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to 
goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, brotherly 
affection; and to brotherly affection, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in 
increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But if anyone does not have them, he 
is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his 
past sins. 
10 Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election 
sure. For if you possess these things, you will never fall, you will never stumble. 

Lord Jesus, thank you so much for your amazing love, for your amazing grace. There’s 
people probably in this room that are ready to give their life to you. So, God, I would just 
encourage them and that you would put it on their heart that they would even just 
consider going into the little prayer room over here to the side of the stage, and go in 
and talk with people there about how to come to know you, about how to live for you. 
Lord, that you would maybe even have those go in there and pray with them about just 
getting a life back with you that has these kinds of qualities and pray, confessing sin, 
repenting, turning about and going in the right direction. So, God, we praise you. We 
thank you for all you are. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


