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July 7, 2013 
Psalm 48:9-10 

Pastor Dave Parsons 
 

Praise to God 
 
Will you bow with me in prayer before we open up God’s word? 

Lord, what a joy it is to be able to gather today to give you the glory and the honor that 
only you deserve, to gather around this table in a few minutes and remember the 
incredible sacrifice you made on our behalf. Lord, what could we possibly give to you for 
what you have done, but we give you our worship. We give you our attention. Speak to 
us today from your word, Lord. We want to hear a message from you. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.  

I often get up early in the morning, and a couple months ago it was still dark in the 
morning when I got up. I went out the driveway to get the paper and there was one of 
those big, full, bright moons. I looked up at that moon, and I prayed a prayer. I said, 
“Lord, make me like that moon today. In the same way that the moon reflects the light of 
the sun, Lord, I want to reflect your light in my life.”  

Jesus said: 

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, 
and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your 
Father in heaven. 

Well, about that same time I was reading through Psalm 48 during my morning 
devotion. God impressed me with the following verses from the New American Standard 
Bible. It was a song or a psalm written by the priest who served in God’s holy temple. 
Psalm 48:9-10 says: 

We have thought on your loving kindness, O God, in the midst of your temple. 
10As is your name, O God, so is your praise to the ends of the earth; your right 
hand is full of righteousness.  

People, in these two wonderful versus, the psalmist describes so beautifully the 
environment and the action that makes a believer a bright beacon of God’s light.  

Before we gather around the table in a few minutes, let me give you three things that 
will enhance your relationship with God. First of all, reflect on God’s love. The psalmist 
says, “We have thought on your loving kindness, O God.” I don’t think we spend enough 
time reflecting on God’s great love.  

The apostle Paul prayed for the Ephesians these words. He said: 

For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven 
and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may 
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and 
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established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how 
wide, how long, how high, and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love 
that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the 
fullness of God. 

First of all, the Lord wants us to know the width of his love. Psalm 103:12 says, “As far 
as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgression from us.” Do you 
know how far the east is from the west? You can’t measure it. It just keeps going and 
going and going. As Casting Crowns, a popular Christian band, put it, “It’s from one 
scarred hand to the other.” His love includes all peoples, all races, all colors, all 
languages. This is why we are so passionate in reaching all the nations of the world. 
God wants us to know the width of his love.  

But he also wants us to know the length of his love. When I think of the length of God’s 
love, I think about how far he went to save us from our sins and eternal death. 
Romans 5:8 says, “God demonstrates his love for us in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” The prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 53 put it this way, let me just read it to 
you, Isaiah 53 beginning with verse 3. He said: 

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with 
suffering. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not. 

4 Surely he took up our affirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him 
stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us 
peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  

Just stop and think that the God who created this world came to live here and laid down 
his life and paid the eternal penalty of death in your place so you could live and 
experience eternal life. Do you understand the length of his love? 

Tullian Tchividjian in his excellent book, Jesus Plus Nothing Equals Everything, cites an 
illustration by Jerry Bridges and Bob Bevington that explains to us how much God’s 
given to us in his death and his life. It’s called “The Moral Ledger.” It says: 

Imagine there’s a moral ledger recording every event of your entire life, all your 
thoughts, words, actions, even your motives. You might of it as a mixture of good 
and bad deeds with hopefully more good than bad. The Scriptures, however, tell 
us that even our righteous deeds are unclean in the sight of God.  

Jesus has a perfectly righteous moral ledger and we have a completely sinful one. 
However, God took our sins and charged them to Christ, leaving us with a clean sheet. 
The word “justified” in Paul’s usage means “to be counted righteous by God.” Even 
though in ourselves we’re completely unrighteous, God counts us as righteous because 
he has appointed Christ to be our representative and substitute. Therefore, when Christ 
lived a perfect life in God’s sight, we lived a perfect life. When Christ died on the cross 
to pay our sins, we died on the cross. 

There’s an old play on the word “justified” that it means “just as if I’d never sinned,” but 
there’s another way of saying it, “just as if I’d always obeyed.” Both are true. Tullian 
writes: 
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I like what one pastor expressed. He said, “The determining factor in my 
relationship to God is not my past or my present, but Christ’s past and his 
presence.”  

Could it be this thought that inspired the hymn writer to pen the words, “Amazing love! 
How can it be, That Thou my God, shouldst die for me?” I hope you know today how 
much God loves you. But he also wants us to know the height of his love. Psalm 103:11 
says, “For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those 
who fear him.”  

Have you ever thought about how high the heavens are above the earth? That’s how 
great God’s love is for you. James McDonald in his book, Vertical Church, tells us how 
high the heavens are above the earth. He said: 

We live in a solar system, our sun and eight planets that has a diameter of 
approximately 7.5 billion miles. If you drove your space car at 65 mph around the 
clock, it would take you 13,172 years to get across it. And as large as our solar 
system is, it’s nothing when compared to our galaxy. There are over 100 billion 
stars in the Milky Way galaxy alone with each star representing a solar system 
more or less the size of our own with planets revolving around their own suns. 
That’s 100 billion solar systems in our galaxy. Astronomers guesstimate 50 billion 
galaxies in the universe. 

Remember what the psalmist said, “For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so 
great is his love for us.” Are you beginning to understand the height of his love? What 
about the depth of his love? Micah 7:19 states, “You will again have compassion on us; 
you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.”  

In March of 2012, James Cameron, the famed film director, took his submarine and 
dove to the bottom of the Mariana trench located 200 miles southwest of the Pacific 
island of Guam. The Mariana trench is the deepest point in the ocean. It’s 35,756 feet 
underwater. That’s more than a mile deeper than the height of Mount Everest. The 
trench is 120 times larger than the Grand Canyon. In fact the trench is so deep that if 
you dropped an anchor off the side of a ship, one hour later it would still be dropping 
miles below the ocean surface. Did you know that if you love Jesus, he has taken your 
sins and he has hurled them into the depths of the sea? That’s how much he loves you.  

The psalmist says, “We have thought on your loving kindness, O God, in the midst of 
your temple.” So, first of all, we need to reflect upon Christ’s love. Secondly, we need to 
enjoy God’s presence. The psalmist said, “In the midst of your temple.” In the Old 
Testament the temple symbolized the presence of God. It was at the temple where God 
met with his people. You remember a couple of months ago Pastor Larry did a 
communion message, and he talked about the curtain that separated the Holy Place 
from the Holy of Holies? That curtain has now been removed because Christ died and 
he removed that barrier, but in the Old Testament the temple was where God resided.  

When King Solomon finished building the temple of the Lord, notice how the Lord 
revealed his presence to his people. We read it in 2 Chronicles Chapter 5, beginning 
with verse 7. Just listen to this. 2 Chronicles 5 beginning with verse 7: 

 



Page 4 of 9 

The priests then brought the ark of the LORD’s covenant to its place in the inner 
sanctuary of the temple, the Most Holy Place, and put it beneath the wings of the 
cherubim. 8 The cherubim spread their wings over the place of the ark and 
covered the ark and its carrying poles. 9 These poles were so long that their 
ends, extending from the ark, could be seen from the front of the inner sanctuary, 
but not from outside the Holy Place; and they are still there today. 10 There was 
nothing in the ark except the two tablets that Moses had placed in it at Horeb, 
where the LORD made a covenant with the Israelites after they came out of 
Egypt. 

11 The priests then withdrew from the Holy Place. All the priests who were there 
had consecrated themselves, regardless of their divisions. 12 All the Levites who 
were musicians—Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun and their sons and relatives—stood 
on the east side of the altar, dressed in fine linen and playing cymbals, harps and 
lyres. They were accompanied by 120 priests sounding trumpets. 13 The 
trumpeters and musicians joined in unison as with one voice to give praise and 
thanks to the Lord. Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals and other instruments, 
they raised their voices in praise to the Lord and sang: 

“He is good; 
    his love endures forever.” 

Look at this: 

Then the temple of the Lord was filled with a cloud, 14 and the priests could not 
perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the 
temple of God. 

In his holy temple, God’s manifest presence was revealed. Do you know where the 
temple of God is right now? Where is the temple of God right now? We are the temple 
of God, the church, the body of Christ. Paul wrote to the Corinthians: 

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 
whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a 
price. Therefore honor God with your body. 

He is here with us today. His glory is with us today.  

In early April, I had an opportunity to attend an incredible prayer conference at the 
Brooklyn Tabernacle in New York City. During the prayer conference, Pastor Jim 
Cymbala, the pastor of Brooklyn Tabernacle, shared with us a devotion from the book of 
Mark. In the book of Mark, this was the occasion where Jesus was calling his disciples. 
Mark wrote this: 

Jesus went up on the mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they 
came to him.  He appointed twelve designating them apostles that they might be 
with him and that he might send them out to preach and to have authority to drive 
out demons. 

Jim shared with us that the most important thing about their calling was that they might 
be with him. Before they did anything, preach, serve, cast out demons, they had to 
spend time with Jesus. That was the number one priority. Pastors Cymbala shared with 
us that earlier in the year he has spoken at The Cove. It’s a retreat center for the Billy 
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Graham Evangelistic Association. He shared this same devotion about the importance 
of spending time with Jesus. In the front row there was a young man that was taking 
notes. Afterwards this man came up to him and he said, “My name is Will Graham.” He 
was Billy Graham’s grandson. He said, “What you said today really spoke to me. I need 
to be reminded of the importance of being with Jesus and spending time with him. I was 
wondering, would you come with me and talk to my Grandpa Billy about this same 
message?”  

I had never met Billy Graham before, so I said, “All right.” 

So Pastor Jim Cymbala went with Will Graham and they went to Billy Graham’s home. 
He said he walked in the living room. He was in a chair. He had oxygen. He looked very 
frail. For the next hour, Pastor Jim Cymbala shared this story about how Jesus called 
his disciples so that they would be with him first of all and then send them out to preach 
and have authority over demons. He said when he got done sharing the devotion with 
Billy Graham, he thought this great man of God would look at him and say, “You know, 
young man, I’ve known that for 50 years. You’re not telling me anything new.” But he 
said Billy Graham looked at him with humility and said, “Thank you, thank you. I needed 
to be reminded of that. I need to be with Jesus this day and every day.” Are you 
enjoying the presence of God on a daily basis? The psalmist says we need to enjoy his 
presence, Amen?  

Furthermore, we need to praise God’s name. The psalmist says, “As is your name, O 
God, so is your praise.” What is God’s name? When we name our kids, we pick a name 
of a relative or a name that sounds good to us. I remember when my wife and I were 
naming our children. We went through books on names and through the Scripture. We 
tried to select a name that was meaningful. When we name our pets we pick cute 
names like Rex or Blackie or Fido or Zede. I even met a cat named Larry once, it was 
really, really disturbing. But you know what is even more shocking? I met a dog named 
Dave. I couldn’t handle that.  

You know, in biblical times, however, the name was very significant because it stood for 
the person. It represented the person’s character, attributes, and nature. Hence, 
Abram’s name was changed to Abraham, which means “Father of many.” Jacob’s name 
was changed to Israel which means “He struggles with God” because he wrestled with 
the angel of the Lord. David’s name means “Beloved of God” because he was a man 
after God’s own heart. Jesus our Savior, his name means “The Lord saves.” “As is your 
name, O God, so is your praise.”  

What does God’s name represent? Rose Publishing has a little booklet entitled Names 
of God. Let me just share with you a few of the names of God:  

Adonai (The Lord, My Great Lord) 
El (The Strong One) 
El Elyon (The God Most High) 
Elohim (The All Powerful One, Creator)  
El Roi (The God Who Sees Me) 
El Shaddai (God Almighty, The All Sufficient One) 
Emanuel (God With Us) 
Jehovah (Yahweh, The One Who is the Self-Existent One) 
Jehovah Jireh (The Lord Will Provide) 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/study/misc/name_god.cfm#link2
http://www.blueletterbible.org/study/misc/name_god.cfm#link15
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Jehovah Nissi (The Lord is My Banner) 
Jehovah Rapha (The Lord Who Heals) 
Jehovah Rohi, (The Lord is My Shepherd) 
Jehovah Sabaoth (The Lord of Hosts) 
Jehovah Shalom (The Lord Is Peace) 
Jehovah Shammah (The Lord My Companion) 
Jehovah Tsidkenu (The Lord Our Righteousness) 

All these attributes are expressed in God’s name. So what does the psalmist tell us to 
do? “As is your name, O God, so is your praise to the ends of the earth.” When we 
praise the Lord, when we thank him and worship him, we are attributing to him the worth 
that he alone deserves. Jesus is the name above all names. There is no other name by 
which we can be saved, so the psalmists in many places call upon us to praise his 
wonderful name. We praise his glorious name to the ends of the earth. This is what 
empowers and motivates our global missions effort.  

One of our missionaries, Sarah, serving in Chad, wrote these profound words in a 
moment of discouragement: 

Father, my heart is tempted to say, “Haven’t I done enough? Isn’t my 
sanctification okay for now? Why does my heart grow weary in doing well? Is it 
because I’m not drinking at the fountain of living water? Is it because you are 
teaching me patience and maturity so that I may present myself to you as a 
servant who is lacking in nothing?  

I have such a low view of your glory. I am sorry. Help me. I admit that my pride 
wants to do everything on my own. I don’t want to feel this weakness, but you 
have promised that in my weakness you are great. Though my heart condemn 
me, you are greater than my heart. Amen!  

May that be our prayer, Amen? As God said through the psalmist, “Be still, and know 
that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 

For this reason, the psalmist in Psalm 96 exhorts us to praise God in this way. Listen to 
it. Psalm 96 beginning with verse 1: 

Sing to the Lord a new song; 
    sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the Lord, praise his name; 
    proclaim his salvation day after day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations, 
    his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

4 For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 
    he is to be feared above all gods. 
5 For all the gods of the nations are idols, 
    but the Lord made the heavens. 
6 Splendor and majesty are before him; 
    strength and glory are in his sanctuary. 

7 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of nations, 
    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/study/misc/name_god.cfm#link5
http://www.blueletterbible.org/study/misc/name_god.cfm#link7
http://www.blueletterbible.org/study/misc/name_god.cfm#link17
http://www.blueletterbible.org/study/misc/name_god.cfm#link16
http://www.blueletterbible.org/study/misc/name_god.cfm#link8
http://www.blueletterbible.org/study/misc/name_god.cfm#link9
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8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
    bring an offering and come into his courts. 
9 Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness; 
    tremble before him, all the earth. 
10Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.” 
    The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; 
    he will judge the peoples with equity. 

How do you let your light shine before men so God is glorified? First, reflect on God’s 
great love. Second, enjoy God’s presence. Third, praise his wonderful name. 

We have thought on your loving kindness, O God in the midst of your temple. As 
is your name, O God, so is your praise to the ends of the earth; your right hand is 
full of righteousness 

Lord, we thank you for this song today, this simple couple of verses, but how they 
prepare us for the communion time where we gather with you. Lord, I just ask that your 
blessing will be on each one of us and that we will be able to reflect upon what we have 
just heard during the communion. We love you, Lord. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Slides for Sermon: 
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