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August 25, 2013 
Joshua 1:1-9 

Dr. Dwight Perry 
 

Strength for the Journey 
 
Pastor Larry: We have a very special guest with us today. I don’t want to take any more of his 
time, let me just say this: Dwight Perry’s been a friend of mine for a long time. He’s been a 
pastor; he’s been a mentor to me in many ways and a lot of other guys. He has served as a 
professor at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. He’s currently the District Executive Minister for 
our denomination in the Great Lakes region. He is a guy though whose real claim to fame is 
he’s married to Cynthia. He dated her four years. She kept turning him down, but he said, “I’m a 
praying man.” He finally got her. They have four kids, four grandkids. He’s one of the great 
teachers of God’s word. I’m thrilled to have him here today. Would you welcome my friend, 
Dr. Dwight Perry. Thank you, Dwight, for being here.  

Dr. Dwight Perry: Well, Good morning. Can we give the Lord a handclap for Pastor Joel and our 
worship this morning? Amen. (congregation applause) It is an honor to be back here at Golden 
Hills. It’s been many years, and I just want to say something very briefly about your pastor. This 
is my 40th year in either full or part-time ministry. I started when I was five years old. That’s not a 
joke. (congregation laughter)  

Over those past 34+ years of full time ministry, I have met many, many men and women of God, 
but I’ll be very honest with you, I haven’t met many brothers like I’ve met with your pastor, 
Pastor Larry Adams. (congregation applause) Amen.  

We don’t come from the same mother as you can probably see, but I consider Pastor Larry my 
brother. Golden Hills, I thank you for how you have loved and treated your pastor and your first 
lady Karla so well over these years. I’d like you to give the Lord a handclap for Golden Hills 
Community Church and Pastor Larry and Karla. (congregation applause) Amen.  

One last thing, Pastor Larry did mention my sweetheart. We literally did date for four years. I 
kept saying, “Sweetheart, I’m the man for you.” 

She kept saying, “No.” We have been married for 34 years. Dr. Cynthia Perry is a wonderful, 
wonderful, godly woman. I know she’s praying for us right now.  

On November 2007, Evil Knievel died. Some of you are saying -- especially those of you who 
are a little bit younger than I am, maybe a lot younger than I am -- “Who in the world is Evil 
Knievel?” Well, for those of us who are above 30 -- praise the Lord -- we remember with great 
anticipation on Saturday morning we’d get up and we’d go to that black and white TV. They 
didn’t have any ESPN or Sports Center or any of that kind of stuff, you know. We’d go to that 
black and white TV.  It was a little, small TV, and we’d turn on Channel 7. I don’t know what it 
was out here, but ABC -- because one of our favorite programs in all the world came on at 10:00 
in the 1960’s and early 70’s. It was called “The Wide World of Sports.” Oh, there’s only a couple 
old people in here. That’s okay, whatever. We loved “The Wide World of Sports. Oh, man, it was 
a gem. They brought in acts from all over the world, but one of the most famous acts they 
brought in the 60s and 70s was Evil Knievel. Evil Knievel! 

You remember, he’d get on that little motorcycle. That’s not a Harley, you guys. He’d get on that 
little motorcycle (vroom vroom) that’s a motorcycle, guys, (vroom vroom). He’d line up 20 cars, 
he’s jumping those cars. He’s breaking his arm, and everyone is like, “Yes!” He’d get into a 
wheelbarrow going over that line and everyone is like, “Yes!” 
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Evil Knievel was one of the most popular entertainers in all the world not because he was an 
author, not because he was a speaker, not because he was some type of movie star. We loved 
Evil Knievel because he was a man of courage. He was a man of courage.  

You know, not only do great daredevils like Mr. Knievel need courage, but so do you and I. 
Amen? (congregation silence)  

Now, brothers and sisters, Amen is not a bad word. (congregation laughter) 

It’s a biblical word. It means “so be it.” I’ve only been given 32 minutes here this morning, and if 
you don’t want me to revert back to my Black preaching days when I would preach for an hour 
and fifteen minutes, Pastor Larry, help me to say Amen. Amen? 

Congregation: Amen. 

Let me say it again.  

Congregation: Amen. 

All of us need courage. Especially in this world that’s topsy-turvey. Especially in this world 
where right is no longer right and wrong is no longer wrong. Can I get an Amen?  

Congregation: Amen. 

Especially in this world where it seems like those things that we can trust in, that job that we 
were depending on, that retirement plan that we thought we had has gone away. Especially in 
this world when relationships that we thought would never leave us are gone. All of us need 
courage.  

You know, even Dr. Perry needs courage every once in a while. About seven and a half years 
ago, I was in my kitchen courting my sweetheart, and -- why you all looking at me like that? Old 
people court. Lord, have mercy. (Sings, “Just my imagination once a...”) Whatever, ya’ll don’t 
know that. That’s ok. The phone rang. The lady on the phone said, “Can I speak to Dr. Perry?” 

I don’t know. It gets a little confusing. My wife is a full time professor, so she also has earned a 
doctorate. My wife answers the phone and says, “Which one?” 

The caller says, “Dr. Dwight Perry.” 

She (wife) said, “Sweetheart, the phone is for you.” 

I said, “Ok.” I picked up the phone. 

“Are you Dr. Perry?” 

“Yes” 

“I’m from the University of Wisconsin Madison Hospital,” and then her voice started quivering. 

I said, “Are you ok?” 

“Dr. Perry, I’m so sorry to tell you, but you’ve been diagnosed with cancer.” 

Over those next few weeks, to be very honest with you, I really don’t remember the rest of the 
conversation. I lost about 30 pounds in about a month, and it wasn’t Weight Watchers. Can you 
believe that? I began to wonder, “Why in the world did God allow not only cancer but throat 
cancer?” I do not smoke or drink or any of that. Would that be the end of my ministry? Would 
that be the end of my life? Dr. Perry needed courage.  
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If you have your Bibles, open them with me please to the book of Joshua. I want to talk about, 
this morning, a young man by the name of Joshua who also needed courage. He was about to 
do something that he was not prepared for. He was about to do something that he had not been 
equipped for. He was about to do something that, really, I’m sure he felt left handed at. For you 
see, if you read all through the narrative in the book of Joshua and Numbers and others of the 
Old Testament there, next to Joshua’s name you will see he will talk about how Joshua was the 
servant of Moses. For 40 years he had served Reverend Moses.  

Reverend Moses was like Pastor Larry, Amen? (congregation laughter) All of a sudden, as the 
assistant pastor, as we say it in the Black church, he all of a sudden was the lead man, and he 
was not prepared for that. But God had thrust him into that place of leadership to help the nation 
of Israel to claim their long-awaited Promised Land and, thus, Pastor Joshua needed courage. 
Look at the text. It says this: 

Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, that the LORD 
spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ servant, saying, 2 “Moses My servant is dead; 
now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I 
am giving to them, to the sons of Israel. 3 Every place on which the sole of your 
foot treads, I have given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses. 4 From this wilderness 
and this Lebanon, even as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of 
the Hittites, and as far as the Great Sea toward the setting of the sun will be your 
territory. 5 No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as 
I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. 6 Be 
strong and courageous, for you shall give this people possession of the land 
which I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous; 
be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded 
you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success 
wherever you go. 8 This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you 
shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to 
all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you 
will have success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do 
not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” 

I want to talk about real briefly this morning a message I have entitled “Strength For the 
Journey.” 

Father, thank you so much for your word. Now, I pray, Holy Spirit, that you would go before me 
and with me and before these good and godly people and that you would be honored. In 
Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

The nation of Israel was right on the cusp of their long-awaited Promised Land. It had been 
promised to their forefather Abraham hundreds of years ago. They had been enslaved in Egypt 
for over 400 years. They had spent 40 years crossing the wilderness to get to this long-awaited 
Promised Land, but the problem was not that they were on the cusp of their long-awaited 
promise. The problem was that it should have only taken them 7-10 days. Seven to ten days. 
No, the GPS didn’t break down. Google Maps didn’t mess up --  whatever. The iPad didn’t stop 
functioning. Seven? Why did it take the nation of Israel 40 years when it should have only taken 
then 7-10 days? Well, you know why? Because those crazy people were like some of us! 

They had seen God show up with the Angel of Death. Are you hearing what I’m saying this 
morning? When the Black preacher says, “Are you hearing what I’m saying,” you’re supposed to 
“Amen.” I know this is cross-cultural communication here today. It’s okay. Are you hearing what 
I’m saying this morning?  

Congregation: AMEN. 
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They had seen God show up with the miracles that had delivered them from Pharaoh. They had 
seen God show up and partin’ the Red Sea ya’ll! That’s some showin’ up! But in spite of that, 
those folk were like some of us, some stiff-necked folk. So much so that even though they had 
seen God show up they also continued to tell God “No.”  

My wife’s not here, so I can do this. Ya’ll better not tell her. But I married not only an African-
American woman, I married an African-American woman from the South! Arkansaw. And they 
know how to tell you “No” ya’ll. I mean, it starts in the hips (shifting back and forth), and then it 
goes up in the arm (one hand on the hip and one arm with raised palm moving in a circular 
motion), and then they start getting their head going (shaking back and forth), and then (all 
motions working together then the raised arm and palm goes straight out) “No!”  Ya’ll better not 
tell my wife. 

I don’t know about you, my friend. I don’t know about you, my friend. I don’t know about you, my 
friend, but there have been times in my life where God has spoken to me in his word. God has 
spoken to me through a pastor. God has spoken to me through a teaching. Instead of me 
obeying instantly, because there is no such thing as delayed obedience. You’ll get that at 2:00. 
(laughter) I said, “I think I know better. No.” (using wife’s motions) I’ve gone around and around 
and around and around because of that in a circle of confusion. Are you hearing what I’m saying 
this morning?  

Congregation: AMEN 

God has spoken to me through my children. God has spoken to me even through my 
grandchildren. God forbid, God has even spoken to me through my wife. Oh, Lord, have mercy. 
And instead of me obeying instantly -- are you hearing what I’m saying this morning? 

Congregation: Amen. 

I said, “I think I know. I got a PhD from Trinity Seminary. I – I – No” (using wife’s motions.) And 
I’ve gone around and around and around and around in a circle of discouragement.  

Brothers and sisters, we will not be able to experience all that God has for us unless we are 
willing not only as individuals but also as a congregation to understand that obstacles are part of 
life. Are you hearing what I’m saying?  

Congregation: Amen. 

It drives me insane when I hear some of these TV preachers talk about all you got to do is “Give 
your $10 here, your $10 here, and prayer here, and your life will be blessed. You’ll walk out and 
have a Cadillac.” Life is full of obstacles. Life is full of disappointments. Life is full of problems. 
As a Christ follower, your life is not about not having those things. Your life is being able to 
overcome those things as you are strong and courageous in spite of them. Are you hearing 
what I’m saying this morning? 

Congregation: Amen. 

What’s the first little lesson that we can learn about Joshua that he needed and I need that will 
help us to have strength for the journey? Quite simply this: You and I can be strong and 
courageous in spite of the obstacles we face. You and I can be strong and courageous in spite 
of the problems that we face. You and I can be strong and courageous in spite of the 
disappointments that we face. Why and how? Because of the promises of God. The promises of 
God. Look at the text; verse 6 says this: 

Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people possession of the land 
which I swore  
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Whoa, I love that word. Whooo! (Did a little dance.) Sorry, Black preachers do that every once in 
a while. Please forgive me. 

Pastor Larry: “It’s fine. You can dance.” 

Oh, okay. I’m sorry --  

Which I swore to their fathers to give them.  

You know, that phrase is pretty strong. It literally means “to prove courageous, to be valiant, to 
conquer.” It’s used in the Old Testament 57 times; 23 of those times is used in relationship to 
God’s strong hand.  

“Preacher, what are you saying? Break that down.” Let me be as clear as I can. Brothers and 
sisters, I don’t care what you and I are going through. I don’t care what relationship strife we’re 
experiencing. I don’t care what problems we’re experiencing on the job. I don’t care what kind of 
situation we’re experiencing with our teenage child that has lost his mind at age 13. Let me give 
you some hope. They get it back at 27, ya’ll. Praise the Lord, halleluiah. I don’t care what you 
and I are going through even if it’s cancer. I’m just here to proclaim to you based on the word of 
God that you and I can be strong. Why? Because we have a God who has our back. Are you 
hearing what I’m saying? 

Congregation: Amen. 

We have a God, brothers and sisters, who eternally forever will always do what he promised, 
who can’t lie. If he said it we can take it to the bank. He has our back. Whooo! (congregation 
applause) I thought somebody would say “hallelujah” at that but . . . (congregation laughter). It’s 
okay to say “hallelujah.” I’ll say it, “Hallelujah!” He has our back. He has our back in the good 
times, brothers and sisters. Can I get an Amen? 

Congregation: Amen. 

He has our back even when it looks kinda desperate. Can I get an Amen? 

Congregation: Amen. 

He has our back when everybody else has turned against us. Can I get an Amen? 

Congregation: Amen. 

He has our back even when our spouse has turned against us. He has our back because his 
word is true. He’ll never lie. He’s Jehovah God. 

The first little lesson that we can learn from this narrative that will help us to be strong and 
courageous in spite of our obstacles, in spite of our disappointments, in spite of our problems 
quite simply is this: Because of God’s promises, we can be strong and courageous in spite of 
what we do or don’t see happening in our lives.  

Hear me carefully, saints. Your Christian experience cannot be based on your circumstances or 
your feelings. If it is, you are no better than someone who does not know Jesus. Are you 
hearing me? Because your circumstances and your feelings change every moment possibly. It 
must be based on the eternal promises of the word of God. 

Secondly, secondly, not only can we be strong and courageous because of God’s eternal 
promises, but we can also be strong and courageous in spite of what we’re facing because of 
God’s prescription. God’s prescription. “What do you mean because of God’s pre - - what are 
you talking about?” 



Page 6 of 8 

Basically, we can have strength for the journey when the bottom falls out because God will 
supply supernatural grace to us because we have learned how to obey God in the good times. 
Because we’ve learned how to obey God in the good times, he will be able to help us to obey 
him in the bad times. Are you all hearing me this morning? 

Congregation: Amen. 

 Look at the text. Look at the text, it says this: 
7 Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law 
which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the 
left, so that you may have success wherever you go. 8 This book of the law shall 
not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that 
you may be careful to do according to [most] of what is written in it - - 

“So that you may be careful to do according to those things that you kinda like, those 
problems that you like but not those other things that kinda make you a little graded.” 

Some of you are saying, “Pastor Larry, not only did you invite those old man here, but he can’t 
read anymore. Pray for him.” 

So that you may be careful to do according to - - 

What does it say? 

Congregation: All. 

What does it say? 

Congregation: ALL. 

Okay, okay. You are going to be a Black congregation today. Give that 30 seconds. I’m sorry. 
You can handle what I’m telling you. Turn to your neighbor. Don’t look at me. If you’re looking at 
me you’re not doing the right thing. That means, turn your head and look at somebody else. 
You’re still looking at me! You’re doing the wrong way. Turn to the next person. Don’t look at 
me. Don’t look at me. Don’t look at me. On the count of 3 -- are you ready? You’re gonna shout 
out, okay? Are you ready? You are gonna say, “ALL.” Are you ready? 1 – 2 – 3.  

Congregation: ALL. 
Okay. Turn to somebody else. You all look good this morning. You can handle it. Look around. 
Find somebody else. You can handle this. Fifteen more seconds, you can do it. Are you ready? 
1 – 2 – 3. 

Congregation: ALL. 
All that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you 
will have good success.  

Over these past almost 40 years of following Christ, one thing I’ve noticed, my friends, one thing 
I’ve noticed, my friends, is that big sin never starts as big sin. It always starts as little 
compromises. 

Woman in congregation: Amen. 

Thank you, sister, you can help me preach. I was waiting for somebody (laughter). Let me say it 
again. Let me say it again. Let me say it again. Big sin never starts as big sin. Big sin never 
starts as big sin. It always starts as little compromises. 
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Congregation: Amen. 

You see, you don’t marry somebody just to cheat on them, but you starting cheating on them 
when you go to a health club and start lusting after somebody who is not your wife. Can I get an 
Amen? 

Congregation: Amen. 

Yeah, you never start out to go to jail for fraud or anything, but you start doing that when you 
start cheating a little bit on the income tax. You know, “I don’t want to give that government any 
more money.” You never thought you would get into that crash that hurt that kid, but it started 
when you started going about 5-10 miles over the speed limit. Well, everybody does that.  

Let me say it again. Let me say it again. Let me say it again. Big sins don’t ever start as big sins. 
Big sins don’t ever start as big sins. They always start with little compromises. If we want to be 
people that have strength for the journey, if we want to be people who have the assurance that 
God is with us, we have to learn how to obey God in the little things. As we learn how to obey 
God in those little things, he will give us the grace.  

That’s a theological word. That means that we’re doing something that’s beyond our own ability 
to do it – Hallelujah -- like staying married to the same person for 34 years. Even though Papa 
was a rolling stone, my father made it four times. He beat my mother, his third wife, and left the 
house. I saw him at age seven he harmed another woman. There’s no way that Dr. Dwight 
Perry who grew up in the inner city of Chicago and saw all that mess and saw stuff that you 
can’t even imagine, to be with the same woman all these years and still be saying, “Yes, ma’am” 
(sporting a big grin). (congregation laughter-applause) 

What’s the second lesson? What’s the second lesson? Number two: We can be strong and 
courageous because of the assurance that God gives us in his word that those who obey him 
will experience all that he has ordained for them. There are no shortcuts to a life of godliness 
and Christ-likeness. There is no shortcuts to having God’s favor on your life. I don’t care what 
those TV preachers sing. There’s no shortcuts to seeing God fulfill his word in your life apart 
from understanding that big sins don’t start as big sins. They start as little compromises.  

Lastly, lastly, not only can we be strong and courageous because of the wonderful blessing of 
God’s promises, not only can we be strong and courageous in spite of what we go through 
because of God’s prescription, but we also can be strong and courageous no matter what we’re 
going through because of the blessed assurance of God’s presence, of God’s presence. 

Look at verse 9 as we close our time here this morning. It says this: 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble. 

I don’t know about you, I don’t know about you, but sometimes I tremble -- 

or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go. 

Golden Hills, I just wanted to stop by this morning and let you know the Lord your God is with 
you when the offering is up but he is also with you when the offerings are down. Can I get an 
Amen? 

Congregation: Amen. 

I just wanted to stop by. You know the Lord your God is with you when everything is going great 
here, but he is also with you when you’re dealing with difficult challenges here. Are you hearing 
what I’m saying? 

Congregation: Amen. 
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I just wanted to stop and let you know the Lord your God is with you when you got a whole lot of 
money and when you ain’t got no money like when you say the money is funny. Are you hearin’ 
what I’m layin’? (congregation laughter) I’m just here to let you know the Lord your God is with 
you when you are in good health, but he’s also with you when you get a diagnosis of cancer. I’m 
just here to remind you that God’s presence will get you through life’s most challenging 
circumstances. 

They caught my cancer at the first stage, very unusual. Throat cancer, normally you catch it at a 
later stage. I was very helped. When you have cancer, stages are important. They gave me an 
option. They said, “Would you like radiation or surgery, because it’s the first stage and you don’t 
have a history of smoking or drinking. We don’t think you’ll need chemo or any of that. You 
make the choice.”  

So I chose major surgery. It’s very difficult. I had to learn how to kinda drink, swallow. It was a 
tough time. I’ve been in our network of churches now for 25 years, and most people know me as 
the Black preacher that speaks long and loud. As you see, I’m gonna speak soft and short this 
morning. Amen. (congregation laughter) But God was gracious; they got all the cancer. The 
doctors were very optimistic. I had to go in the first year every month to make sure there was no 
reoccurrence, but a lot of times reoccurrence would come in that first year. No reoccurrence. I 
went back the second year every couple months. Things were looking good. I just had to make 
it to that five year mark. In year three the cancer came back. They were shocked. They said, 
“You don’t smoke. You don’t drink. You haven’t started that. What is this going on?” So they 
said, “What do you want to do?”  

I said, “Well, let’s do surgery again.” I had to go through the whole ordeal again, and they got all 
the cancer. They were very excited. I went back to the checkup six months later. The cancer 
came back. This is at the University of Wisconsin Madison Hospital. I’m not sure you 
understand who that hospital -- it’s like Mayo Clinic. I was blessed to have one of the top ENT 
surgeons in the country, not just in Madison, Dr. Sevdale. He’s still my doctor, Harvard trained.  

That doctor from Harvard who knew a lot and knows a lot had come to the conclusion that he 
told me after that third time. He said, “Dr. Perry” - - they call me “Bishop,” but that’s a whole 
different thing -- “Dr. Perry, I’ll be honest with you. We don’t understand why this is happening. I 
just have to be honest with you, it looks like you’re gonna have to deal with this the rest of your 
life. We can try one more thing, but we just don’t have a handle on this.” 

That was kind of freeing for me. I was always anxious, and I still get anxious. But it was freeing 
for me to know that “God, I’m in your hands. God, my life is yours but, God, because you’ve 
promised to never leave me I can continue to have strength for the journey.” 

My prayer for you, my friends, is not that you have a life that’s not filled with big houses and big 
cars and whatever. If you’ve been blessed with that, praise God. I’m happy for you. But my 
prayer for you no matter where you are in your station of life is that you will know the God who 
will give you strength in spite of your circumstance. How will he do that? As you turn to his word. 
How will he do that? As you obey his word. How will he do that? As you rely upon his presence. 

Father, thank you so much for these good and godly people. Thank you so much for them 
putting up with this old Black preacher. We pray, God, that you would be honored and glorified. 
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 


