
Page 1 of 11 

September 8, 2013 
1 John 2:18-28 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Living in the Truth 
 
If you have your Bibles today, turn with me to 1 John Chapter 2. We are gonna be looking today 
in verses 18 to 28 as we talk about living a life in the truth. As you remember, we are going 
through this book learning how to live a life with certainty that we don’t fall prey to the culture or 
the many, many voices that are out there undermining faith, but that we will understand that we 
are rooted in the truth and that by living in the truth we live a life of certainty. We can know that 
we have eternal life. This is the way John records it in 1 John Chapter 2 beginning in verse 18: 

Dear children, this is the last hour; and just as you heard that the antichrist is coming, 
even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 19 They 
went out from us, but they did not really belong to us; for if they had belonged to us, they 
would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belong to us. 
20But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 21 I do not 
write you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and because 
no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It’s the man who denies that Jesus is the 
Christ. Such a man is the antichrist, he denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who 
denies the Son has the Father; and whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 
24 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also 
will remain in the Son and in the Father. 
25 This is what he promised us: even eternal life. 
26 I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 27 As for 
you, the anointing you received from Him remains in you, and you do not need anyone 
to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and as that anointing is 
real not counterfeit, just as it has taught you, remain in Him. 
28 Now, dear children, continue in Him, so that when He appears, we may be confident 
and unashamed before Him at His coming.  

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Lord, Satan has opposed this message from the moment it was written and has done everything 
in his power to keep people from hearing it. He does not want any of us to believe that there is 
absolute truth to which we are all accountable and that there is one absolute Jesus who is the 
Christ, the Son of God.  

I pray today, Lord, that you will give us all a deeper confidence that the Jesus we’re trusting in is 
the real one, and that the life we have in him is certain because it’s rooted in the truth. And we’ll 
thank you for all that you’ll show us today. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

Vishal Mangalwadi, which is a mouthful just to say, is a Christian scholar from the country of 
India. He came to America in 2011, and he went around to Christian universities. In two of those 
classrooms, where he encountered about 25 Christian university students in each one, he 
posed them the question, “How many of you would still believe Christianity if you found out 
tomorrow that Christianity was not true?” Christianity is true, but he’s telling them, “If you knew 
with certainty that it wasn’t, if you knew that God never became a man, Jesus did not die for our 
sin, or that he did not rise from the dead,” he said, “How many of you would still hold on to 
Christianity as your faith.” He said: 
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Half the hands go up in a Christian classroom where if they knew what they believed 
was false, they would still believe in it which makes many of them no different than most 
of the religious world because all the other religions are false, but people still follow them 
because they believe in them, but they are not following the truth. 

These sincere and devout students had grown up in Christian homes, gone to church all 
their lives, studied in Christian schools. Some had been in that Christian University for 
three years, but they respected their elders who taught them that Christianity was all 
about faith but had little to do with truth.  

Christianity lost America because 20th century evangelicalism branded itself as the party 
of faith. Secularism, sciences, the universities, the media begin the party of truth. This is 
one reason why 70% of Christian youth give up meaningful involvement with the church 
when they grow up. Secularism acquired the truth brand by default because 
evangelicalism began defining the church’s mission as just cultivating faith and not also 
promoting knowledge of truth.  

So when kids get older and they think, “Well, if it is just rooted in faith, and it isn’t rooted in truth, 
then if other people believe different things than they’re just as valid as Christianity.” People, it’s 
important to understand that our religion of Christianity is not rooted as a faith in faith, it is 
rooted in faith and truth. Our faith is not rooted in feeling or tradition or mystic interpretation. Our 
faith is rooted in the historical reality of the virgin birth, the sinless life, the atoning sacrifice, the 
glorious resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is an irrefutable fact. It is absolute truth, 
but you need understand today that even amongst Christian evangelical youth, the concept of 
absolute truth is waning. 

Josh McDowell, who for years has spoken internationally, 74 years old now. He has spoken in 
85 countries to tens and tens of thousands of young people and authored or co-authored more 
than 100 books. When he was speaking at Dallas Seminary in 2005 to their graduates, he said: 

We have a truth crisis going on. Amongst evangelical young people who profess to be 
followers of Jesus Christ in 2005, amongst extensive survey work they did in America’s 
churches, 91% of the evangelical, Bible-believing, Christ-confessing Christians they 
polled, 91% of them said they didn’t believe in absolute truth or that there was anything 
like that. In fact, there was only 4% of those Christian, evangelical, Bible-believing youth 
that when they were polled only 4% of them said that they believe that Christianity was 
unique and that it was exclusive. Ninety-six percent of the kids said any religion could 
have equal validity. And these are the Christian kids saying that. 

It’s no wonder that we’re losing 70% of them when they get out of high school and go off to 
college. That’s why John called Christians to know and live in the truth because truth has 
always been under attack. It was in his day and it is in ours. 

We’ve been studying together this first letter of John written to encourage believers to live a life 
of certainty. You remember the false teachers and the Gnostics who were claiming to be 
Christians had come out of that church. They were preaching and teaching a false Jesus 
claiming superior revelation and intellectual insight. They had created a Christ and a Christianity 
that had nothing to do with the truth, so they had left the church and were now trying to entice 
other people to follow after them much like the cults and the false religions in the liberal 
denominations of today are doing to masses of people all the while claiming to be followers of 
Jesus. So John wrote to remind them that their faith in Jesus is rooted in truth. That’s why he 
said in Chapter 2 verse 21: 

I do not write you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and 
because no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It’s the man who denies that 
Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist, he denies the Father and the Son. 23 No 
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one who denies the Son has the Father; and whoever acknowledges the Son has the 
Father also. 24 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it 
does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 
25 This is what he promised us: even eternal life. 

Truth, “I write to you because you know the truth,” he said. Truth, the word he used is “objective 
reality.” The highest objective reality, the highest truth is the person of Jesus Christ himself who 
said, “I am the truth.” This is why John called these false teachers and Gnostic heretics what 
they really were: “anti-Christs.”  

Now the term “antichrist” causes a lot of heartburn and a lot of consternation. It can fill 
auditoriums when people get up to talk about the antichrist. But the word “antichrist” here has a 
twofold meaning. It literally means “against Christ” and “instead of Christ.” It’s a twofold meaning 
“against him” and “instead of him.” So people who offer a false Christ instead of the true one are 
against Christ and therefore an antichrist. There is no mixing of the truth of Jesus and these 
false versions of him. Such people are forerunners of the ultimate antichrist. That’s why John 
said in verse 18: 

Dear children, this is the last hour; and just as you heard that the antichrist is coming, 
even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour.  

The term “last hour” doesn’t mean “Jesus is right around the corner,” although he could be. But 
the term “last hour” really means “final season” or “final period.” “Last hour” in John’s writing and 
in much of the New Testament refers to the period from the resurrection and ascension of Jesus 
into heaven until the time of his glorious return. In the unfolding economy of the building of the 
kingdom of God, we are in the “last hour.” We’re in the “last season.” We’re waiting for Jesus to 
come. We’re living in that, and one of the earmarks of living in the last hour as we are is that 
many antichrists who propose a false Jesus are against Christ while all the while proclaiming to 
be following him. That’s the season that we’re in, and they are forerunners of the antichrist.  

Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard the antichrist is coming. 

The antichrist is a real man who may be alive on the earth today. As Jesus was the embodiment 
of God in his fullness, so the antichrist will be the embodiment of Satan and his fullness, a real 
man who in the future will set himself up to be the Christ and will oppose Jesus and all who live 
for him. “But,” John said, “the spirit of the antichrist, that anti-God prevailing philosophy, that 
anti-God spirit that opposes Christ and offers false Christ, is already in the world. It’s already 
operational. These false teachers and heretics claim to be following Jesus, but they’re not. They 
are liars and they are deceivers. They are antichrists, and that’s why they went out from us 
because they can’t stay with people who follow the truth.” That’s why said in verse 19: 

They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us; for if they had belonged to 
us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belong 
to us.  

“They don’t live in the truth,” John said, “but you do, and that’s why I’m writing you because you 
know the truth, and I don’t want you to forfeit the truth for the lies of these deceivers.” As John 
would tell them, “We live a life of certainty when we confidently live in the truth.”  

How do we live in the truth? By continuing to acknowledge that Jesus is the Christ and by 
continuing to remain in Christ and his word. The first thing John said, “As we live in the truth, 
when we continue to acknowledge that Jesus is the Christ.” This is the way he put it in verse 20: 

But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 21 I do not 
write you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and because 
no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It’s the man who denies that Jesus is the 
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Christ. Such a man is the antichrist, he denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who 
denies the Son has the Father; and whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.  

There’s only one real Jesus Christ. 

Skye Jethani, the senior editor of “Leadership Journal,” was telling about a test that New 
Testament scholar Scott McKnight gives to all new students coming into North Park University 
in Lombard, Illinois. The test begins with a series of questions about who the students think 
Jesus is and what he is like. He asked questions like: Is Jesus moody? Does he get nervous? Is 
he the life of the party or an introvert? There are 24 questions asked about their view of Jesus 
and then a second set of 24 questions with slightly altered language in which the students 
answer questions about their own personalities.  

McKnight is not the only one who was administered this exam. It has been field tested by many 
other professions with amazingly consistent results which are these: Most people think that 
Jesus is just like them. McKnight added, “The test results also suggest that even though we like 
to think we are becoming more like Jesus, the reverse is probably more the case. We are really 
trying to make Jesus more like us.”  

McKnight’s personality questionnaire confirms what the French philosopher Voltaire said three 
centuries ago, “If God has made us in his image then we have returned him the favor.”  

The fact of the matter is, many people have shaped a version of Jesus in their mind that rarely 
squares with the truth. Do you realize every religion, or so-called Christian cult, has their version 
of Jesus? I don’t have time today to get into all the different aspects, but just listen to a few: 

Buddhists think he’s one of the many options that Buddhists have to choose from.  

Muslims think he’s the Son of God and a prophet. 

Mormons think he’s Satan’s spirit brother who will preside over the second-highest 
heaven. Jesus doesn’t make it to the top in Mormonism,  

Jehovah’s Witnesses think he’s Michael the archangel, the created being of God.  

The Unity School of Christianity, a New Age cult that has gained a lot of ground in 
America - we have chapter right here in our area, they believe he is the window through 
which we discover our own deity within. 

On and on it goes, but in truth, many believers have a version of Jesus that doesn’t really 
square with the real one.  

Years ago, Max Lucado wrote a book called Six Hours One Friday. In it he said: 

For some, Jesus is just a good luck charm, the rabbit’s foot redeemer, pocket-sized, 
handy, easily packaged, easily understood, easily diagramed. You can put his picture on 
your wall. You can stick it in your wallet as insurance. You can frame him, dangle him 
from your rearview mirror, or glue him to your dashboard. His specialty? Getting you out 
of a jam. Need a parking place? Rub the Redeemer. Need help on a quiz? Pull out the 
rabbit’s foot. No need to have a relationship with him. No need to love him. Just keep 
him in your pocket next to your four-leafed clover. For many he’s an Aladdin’s lamp 
Redeemer. Need a new job? A new pink Cadillac? New and improved spouse? Your 
wish is his command. What’s more, he conveniently reenters the lamp when you don’t 
want him around. 

 



Page 5 of 11 

For others, Jesus is the Monte Hall Redeemer. You remember that game show years 
ago “Let’s Make a Deal”? “Alright, Jesus, let’s make a deal. For 52 Sundays a year I’ll 
put on a costume, coat and tie, hat and hose, and I’ll endure any sermon you throw at 
me. But in exchange you gotta give me the grace behind pearly gate #3.” 

The rabbit’s foot Redeemer. The Aladdin’s lamp Redeemer. The Monte Hall Redeemer. 
Few demands. No challenges. No need for sacrifice. No need for commitment. No 
salvation.  

Don’t ever forget, Satan doesn’t mind at all if anyone believes in Jesus just so long as the Jesus 
they believe in isn’t the true one. So what better way to lead masses of millions or billions astray 
to get them to think, “I believe Jesus, but he’s not the truth.” It’s their own version of him which 
can’t save anybody.  

John said, “The truth is that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, the anointed one of God.” That’s 
why he said in verse 20: 

But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 21 I do not 
write you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and because 
no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It’s the man who denies that Jesus is the 
Christ. Such a man is the antichrist, he denies the Father and the Son. 

The Greek word “the Christ” and the Hebrew word “Messiah” mean exactly the same thing. It  
means “the anointed one,” the one specially selected, specially chosen, specially set apart by 
God as his own. There’s only one true Christ, true anointed one, Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
The false teachers and the Gnostics claimed to have a special anointing that gave them 
superior knowledge of Christ’s identity, so they claimed, “Our version of Jesus is more accurate 
than the one you’re getting from John and the other apostles.”  

So John tells them, “Those false teachers don’t have God’s anointing on them. You do because 
you acknowledge Jesus’ true identity as the Christ.” That’s why he said in verse 20: 

But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 21 I do not 
write you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and because 
no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It’s the man who denies that Jesus is the 
Christ. Such a man is the antichrist, he denies the Father and the Son.  

You see, John’s telling them, people who have the anointing from God acknowledge Jesus as 
the anointed one. People who don’t have the anointing deny his exclusivity, they deny his 
uniqueness, they deny that he is the only way to God, God’s only son and Savior of the world. 
They deny it. They deny that he is the Christ the anointed one. 

That word “deny” means “contradict,” but it has an emphasis in it on “disowning him.” When we 
say, “I believe in Jesus,” but in reality we don’t have the Jesus who is the one and only anointed 
one of God then what we’re saying is, “I disown the truth. I’m not in it. I accept this version 
instead of the real one.” 

“But people with the anointing of the Holy One acknowledge the anointed one,” he said. That 
word “acknowledge” means “confess.” It’s the Greek word “homologeo” from where we get the 
same word “confess,” like “confess your sins to God.” It means “agree with God” that what God 
says about his Son as the one and only anointed one, it is the truth that comes from God, and 
that you have the anointing on your life because it’s evidenced by the fact that you testify that 
you also accept and believe the anointing and the anointed one. That’s what he is saying. 
You’re in the truth, so don’t let anyone take that from you. You have an anointing from the Holy 
One, that’s what the Holy Spirit does. He testifies to the truth of Jesus’ identity.  
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That’s why when Jesus was in the Upper Room at the Last Supper in John 15 he said in 
verse 26: 

When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth who goes out from the Father, He will testify about Me, 27and you also must 
testify, for you have been with Me from the beginning. 

Chapter 16 verse 1: 

All this I have told you so that you will not go astray.  

Verse 12: 

I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the 
Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; 
he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will 
bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. 15 All 
that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what 
is mine and make known to you.  

It’s why Paul told the Corinthian church, “Trust this anointing. The fact that you testify that Jesus 
is the anointed one, aligns you with the truth then you can know that you belong to God.” That’s 
why he said in 2 Corinthians 1 verse 18: 

But as surely as God is faithful, our message to you is not “Yes” and “No.”  

We’re not telling you Jesus is this one day and he’s something else the next day. 
19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us—by me and 
Silas and Timothy—was not “Yes” and “No,” but in him it has always been “Yes.” 20 For 
no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through 
him the “Amen” (or “so be it” or “we agree”) is spoken by us to the glory of God. 21 Now it 
is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 22 set his seal of 
ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to 
come. 

If you have the Spirit of God living in you because you’ve received Christ as your Savior, then 
you have Christ’s anointing on you in the person of his Holy Spirit, and it’s manifest by the 
confession that “I believe that Jesus Christ is the anointed one, the only one of God, the only 
Savior of the world.”  

This is why John said, “People who deny that Jesus is the Christ, they deny that he’s the 
anointed one, they deny that he is the only Savior. They are liars and they are antichrists. They 
deny the Son, therefore, they deny the Father. They deny God himself.” “But,” he said, “you 
have them both. You have the Father. You have the Son; actually you have the Holy Spirit. You 
have the fullness of God, the three in one. Now, keep acknowledging Jesus as the Christ and 
you will live in the truth.” 

Not only when we continue to acknowledge that Jesus is the Christ, but secondly, John said, 
“We live in the truth when we continue to remain in Christ and his word.” This is the way John 
put it in verse 24: 

See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will 
remain in the Son and in the Father. 
25 This is what he promised us: even eternal life. 
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26 I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 27 As for 
you, the anointing you received from Him remains in you, and you do not need anyone 
to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and as that anointing is 
real not counterfeit, just as it has taught you, remain in Him. 
28 Now, dear children, continue in Him, so that when He appears, we may be confident 
and unashamed before Him at His coming.  

A few years ago, I told you about a new religion that was sweeping America. It’s called Yoism. 
Anybody here heard of it? Founded by Daniel Kriegman? He founded it in 1994. He is a 
Massachusetts psychologist. It’s a system of beliefs based on the open source principle, which 
means the general public becomes a combined, creative authority, and the general public 
becomes the basis or source of truth.  

Wikipedia the encyclopedia is an open source document where people contribute and define 
things so that they become a collective source of definition. But I need to tell you there is a big 
difference between going to Wikipedia and having a general consensus of what people think a 
tomato is versus having the general public define in their pooled sense of knowledge who Jesus 
is, who God is, what truth is, and how people are saved. There is a big difference.  

Yoism operates and evolves over the Internet and has numerous contributors. It shuns 
traditional religious authorities and eschews divine inspiration in favor of the wisdom of man. So 
people like Bob Dylan, Albert Einstein, Sigmund Freud are among some of the most revered 
saints of Yoism. Dan Kriegman said he founded the religion because he wanted religion to be 
open to change and responsive to the wisdom of people everywhere.  

“I don’t think anyone has ever complained about something that didn’t lead to some revision or 
clarification in the book of Yo,” said Kriegman. Then he added, “Every aware, conscious, 
sentient spirit is divine and has direct access to truth. Open source embodies that. There is no 
authority other than man.” 

You know, that’s the same lie Satan told Adam and Eve in the garden, and he keeps using that 
same lie. “You can be as God. You can be as God.” How did Satan move Adam and Eve who 
had just heard from God himself the truth? How did Satan move Adam and Eve to a point where 
they could believe that they could be as God? It always begins by attacking the word of God 
and causing people to doubt its authority and its truth. So what did Satan say to Adam and Eve? 
“Did God really say?” You see the seed of doubt? “Is the Bible really authoritative? Can God’s 
word really be trusted? Is it eternal? Is it something we can really rely on? Did God really say . . 
.?” And as soon as you begin to question the authority of God’s word then he can be replaced 
with the end of the line. “You can be as God. You, mankind, have the authority now to say who 
God is and what life is about.”  

That’s why Yoism so popular and so many other false religions. It all started by getting people to 
question God’s word and then lead them to walk away from a relationship with God. God told 
these Christians, “Let the word of Christ remain in you and then you’ll remain in Christ.” 
Verse 24: 

 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will 
remain in the Son and in the Father. 
25 This is what he promised us: even eternal life. 

You see what he said? “What you’ve heard from the beginning.” Significant. Because that word 
“beginning” is not a reference to time; it’s an expression of origins. It’s an expression of 
something being worthy because of its eternality. In other words, “That word you heard is 
eternal because it is unchanging and eternal. It is the revelation of the fullness of God in Christ 
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that has been from the very beginning. It was there in the beginning because it had its roots in 
eternity. This word that you are believing does not change because it’s rooted in the person of 
the eternal God who is truth. That’s what you have anchored to,” is what he’s telling them.  

It’s a word from eternity. It is the word of God, and it is unchanging which is why Jesus prayed 
that we would be set apart in God’s word. You remember at the upper room at the Last Supper 
in that beautiful high priestly prayer in John 17? Jesus, speaking to the Father, prays for the 
disciples, prays for you and me. In John 17 verse 14 he said: 

I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the 
world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out 
of the world but that you protect them from (who?) the evil one. 16 They are not of 
the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 

How does God protect us from the evil one whose basic approach is, “Did God really say . . ?” 
You get them sanctified, set apart, rooted in the truth, which is eternal, “The word you have had 
from the beginning,” he said.  

You see, that word you heard from the beginning remains in you, continues in you, abides in 
you. Let this eternal word that God let you hear always be in you guiding and directing your life 
to Christ. That’s why Paul told Timothy 2 Timothy 3 verse 10, his young understudy, in the last 
letter of his life. Second Timothy 3 verse 10: 

You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, 
love, endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in 
Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from 
all of them. 12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted, 13 while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and 
being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become 
convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from 
infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God 
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

You remember it was Peter who said that the devil himself is like a roaring lion roaming about 
seeking whom he may devour. What kind of prey do lions go after? When they see a herd, what 
kind of prey do they go after? The weakest. The lame. The sick. The isolated. Because they are 
easy prey. “Satan,” Peter said “is a roaring lion roaming through the church looking for people to 
devour.” Who are the weakest in the church? The people who are not grounded in the word who 
do not know the Christ of the word who are not able to defend their faith by the truth. They are 
the weakest. Every day that this word is not filling your life, you become more vulnerable to 
Satan’s attacks. He then can use people like the false teachers, the heretics, the New Age 
gurus, or simply the latest prevailing message of the culture coming through some scientists or 
some universal expert or some media expression to convince you that Jesus Christ is not the 
Son of God the Savior of the world. 

That’s why Jesus said in verse 26: 
 I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 

The word “astray” is “seduce you” to lure you away from following Jesus. 

People, I need to ask you very, very important question. If I were up here today telling you an  
untruth about Jesus in some way, even slightly twisting the identity of this true Christ to lead you 
astray, how many of you would have the confidence to instantly recognize where I was wrong, 
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how to refute it with the Scriptures, and would be in my face at the close of this message saying, 
“You recant of what you just said because the word of God identifies that the Jesus you just 
described is a false one”? How many of you would feel confident that if I roamed off in error and 
identified the wrong Christ, you would know it instantly? If you are not confident, you are one of 
the vulnerable ones that Satan is seeking to devour. It’s that simple. The way you counter that is 
by remaining in Christ and by remaining in his word. That’s why John told them in verse 26:   

I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 27 As for 
you, the anointing you received from Him remains in you, and you do not need anyone 
to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and as that anointing is 
real not counterfeit, just as it has taught you, remain in Him. 

John is saying, “You have the truth. You have the word of God, and you have the anointing. You 
don’t need anyone to teach you.” What he’s telling them is not that they don’t ever need human 
teachers, but what he’s telling them is, “Make sure that the human teachers that you’re listening 
to are describing the Jesus of the word and thereby demonstrating they have God’s anointing 
upon their life, otherwise, you will be led astray. 

It’s why Paul told the Galatian churches that were having so many turn away so easy; he said in 
Galatians 1 verse 6: 

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of 
Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently 
some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of 
Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the 
one we preached to you, let them be eternally condemned! 9 As we have already said, 
so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you 
accepted, let them be eternally condemned! 

Galatians 1 verse 11: 

I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that man made 
up. 12 I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by 
revelation from Jesus Christ the anointed one. 

1 John 2 verse 24: 

See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will 
remain in the Son and in the Father. 
25 This is what he promised us: even eternal life. 

People, just because somebody says something is true or thinks it’s true doesn’t make it true. 
Or just because masses of people believe it doesn’t make it true.  

I don’t know if you’ve ever heard about Florence Foster Jenkins. I hadn’t, but I came across this 
article online. It appeared a couple years ago in the “Chicago Tribune.” Here is what it said: 

Florence Foster Jenkins, a soprano, loved to sing, especially the great operatic classics. 
She inherited money when she was in her 50s which funded her musical career.  

It wasn’t long before her popularity skyrocketed, holding annual recitals at the Ritz-
Carlton in New York throughout the 1930s and 40s. But as one writer puts it, “History 
agrees with hands held over its ears that she couldn’t sing for sour apples.”  

Jenkins’ nickname behind her back was “The Tone Deaf Diva” or the “Terror of the High 
Cs.” If you ever hear one of her old recordings, all you’ll hear will be squeaks, squawks, 
and barks. 
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But get this: 

She didn’t ever grasp that she was bad. She was like the original American Idol. When 
people laughed and hooted as she sang, she took it to be delirious enthusiasm for the 
greatness of her voice and her music. She thought they loved her and her music. 

In 1944 when she was 76 years old, she did a benefit concert for the Armed Forces at 
Carnegie Hall in New York. Thousands lined the streets to get tickets, and the 
performance sold out in minutes.  

The recording of that concert is still the third most requested album from Carnegie Hall 
Recording Archives. If you listen, you’ll hear the squeaks and squawks and barks 
punctuated by a painful rendition of Ave Maria, and yet people filled the auditorium to 
hear her sing.  

The writer asked in that paper, “What can we learn from Ms. Jenkins?”  

People will say, “It doesn’t matter what you believe so long as you’re sincere.”  

“But it does matter,” he said. “Belief must match reality or it’s laughable, a delusion, it’s a lie. 
You’ll be sincere, but you’ll be sincerely wrong and you will not be living in the truth.” 

People, sincerity is not a measure of truth. God, his Son Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and his eternal 
word is the measure of truth. It’s the eternal truth.  

John realized truth was under attack in his day, so he wrote to call people to live a life of 
certainty by living a life in the truth, a life lived in the truth by those who continually confess that 
Jesus is the Christ, and they refused to deny him. He is the anointed one. They live a life in the 
truth because they continue to let God’s word remain in them so that they can remain fully in 
Christ.  

You see, John told them in 1 John 2 verse 21: 
 I do not write you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and 
because no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It’s the man who denies that 
Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist, he denies the Father and the Son. 23 No 
one who denies the Son has the Father; and whoever acknowledges the Son has the 
Father also. 24 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it 
does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 
25 This is what he promised us: even eternal life. 

Why is this important?  
28 Now, dear children, continue in Him, so that when He appears, we may be confident 
and unashamed before Him at His coming.  

“Jesus, I stood with you then; I stand with you now because you are the truth.”  

Father, in this world of uncertainty, I pray that you will grab hold of our minds and hearts and 
understand that our Christianity is not just a religion of faith alone. It is a religion of faith rooted 
in the truth, eternal truth. The ultimate objective reality of truth is a person, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the anointed one of God. 

With the many, many contrary voices in the world today, I pray you’ll help us to stand strong and 
not be shaken. We may not always know how to defend our faith, but we can know with 
certainty that our faith is rooted in truth, and those who stand with Jesus will stand with him 
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forever. We thank you, God, and we look forward to the great and glorious day of your coming. 
We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 


