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September 15, 2013 
1 John 2:29-3:3 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

We Are the Children of God 
 
If you’d open your Bibles to 1 John Chapter 2, we’re going to be looking at Chapter 2 verse 29 
through Chapter 3 verse 3 today, continuing on our series “Living with Certainty.” Today we’re 
going to be looking at the assurance that comes from knowing that we are children of God. But 
the question is, do we really know that? What evidence is there in our lives that we really belong 
to God because God wants us to live with that kind of assurance? 

When John was writing to these people whose faith was being undermined by false teachers 
and the false Christ, he wrote to remind them that when they had trusted Jesus they had truly 
become the children of God. This is the way he put it in 1 John 2, verse 29: 

If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has 
been born of him. 
3 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children 
of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him.2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet 
been made known. But we know that when He appears, we shall be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is. 3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 

Let’s pray for a moment: 

Lord, it’s hard to imagine. I can’t even get my mind around it sometimes that I am God’s child 
because of Jesus. I used to follow the ways of this world, and the prince of the power of the air 
who is at work in those who are disobedient. But you saved me, and you saved many of us in 
this room today when we trusted that Jesus Christ as our Savior. We’re brought, not only into a 
kingdom, but a family. We don’t have any father; we have you as our Father. It’s all because of 
your great love. How great is that love that we should be called children of God and that is what 
we are.  

May you give us an ever deepening assurance today that we are really your children so that we 
will live a life of certainty. We’ll thank you, God. In your precious name, Amen.  

You know, it’s probably happened to me more times than I can count over the last 30 plus 
years. Someone will come up and say to me, “I want you to pray for my husband” or “my wife” 
or a loved one. They’re going through a difficult time.” 

I’ll often say to them, “Is your spouse or your loved one a Christian?” because it changes the 
way you pray for them.  

I’m amazed the number of times people say, “I don’t know” or “Maybe, I’m not sure.” 

I think to myself, “Really? You don’t know if the only eternal, all powerful, and living God is living 
in your spouse? You don’t know if he’s living in one of your kids?” 

If you could be that close to someone and not know whether or not Jesus is really alive in them, 
then the answer is probably he’s not. If Christ is really alive in someone, you usually know. It 
shows by the way they live, what they talk about, choices they make. It becomes very obvious 
that Christ is alive in them. You know, the real issue isn’t, is Christ living in one of our loved 
ones? The real issue is, do we know that Jesus Christ is alive in us? Is there evidence that  
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Jesus is alive in me or alive in you? Do you know whether or not you are really a child of God? 
Because without that, you can have no assurance. The apostle Paul said in 2 Corinthians 13, 
verse 5: 

Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not 
realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test? 

The apostle John knew the importance of knowing, so he wrote this letter to help people live a 
life of certainty, a life where they could know with certainty that they were children of God and 
no one would steal that away.  

You see, we’ve been studying this first letter of John written to help believers know that they are 
saved, that they have eternal life, and that they are really united with Christ. False teachers and 
Gnostic heretics—all claiming to be followers of Jesus—had left the church and were seeking to 
get others to follow them and their false Jesus. John writes to tell these Christians not to follow 
“these liars and deceivers” he calls them, “but instead to know with certainty that they have the 
life that only the true Jesus can give.” 

What were the evidences that someone is really in fellowship with God, that they really have 
Christ living in them, that they are really children of God? Well, so far in John we’ve been 
learning that they are evidences like these. That when Christ is really living in you, and you are 
one of God’s children:  

We walk in the light, not in the darkness. 

We live by the truth, not believing the lies. 

We confess our sins, and acknowledge our need for forgiveness. 

We keep his commands, the chief of which is that we love God with all our heart, soul, 
mind, and strength, and we love others as ourself. 

We love God and not the world’s system that opposes him. 

We acknowledge Jesus as the Christ, and we refuse to deny him.  

We continue to live in his word and remain in Christ; we don’t drift away.  

John sums it all up in 1 John 2, verse 6 like this: 

Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 

That’s how you know that Christ is really alive in you. Now John tells them more specifically 
what that life walking with Jesus looks like and how people can know they are children of God. 
John tells them in Chapter 3, verse 1: 

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 
God! And that is what we are! 

God wants us to live a life of certainty knowing that we are children of God. How can we know 
we are God’s children? John tells us, “When we, like Jesus, live a right life. Secondly, when we, 
like Jesus, live a purified life.”  

We know that we are God’s children when we, like Jesus, live a right life. This is the way he put 
it in verse 29: 

If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has 
been born of him. 
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Years ago, when our church met down in Antioch at 19th and C Street in the first building we 
were in, a young man approached me after a morning service to ask if we could talk. I still 
remember the conversation quite well. When he pulled me aside he said to me, “I’m a teacher 
and I have a problem, and I don’t know what to do.” 

I said, “What’s your problem?” 

“Well, I’ve been married a short time, but I think I’ve fallen in love with one of my students and I 
don’t know what to do.” 

I told him, “Your problem is no problem. In fact, it’s quite easy to solve. You already know the 
answer. What is the right thing to do?” 

He said to me, “The right thing? I never really thought about it like that.” 

John tells us that the right thing is the first and only way Christians should think and respond in 
every situation. Isn’t it amazing how many of our problems would actually be solved and the 
path of our direction would be so clear if we would simply ask, “What is the right thing to do?” 

John told these believers, “If you know Jesus then you know the importance of living right.” In 
fact, he said in verse 29: 

If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has 
been born of him. 

“If you know that he is righteous,” a word that means “a complete rightness of mind, of heart, of 
character, and conduct.” Jesus is so righteous he has no sin at all.  

You know that everyone who does what is right is born of him.  

That phrase “does what is right” means “a rightness or a justness in the same way that God is 
right and just in his character.” So in other words, John’s saying, “When you see someone living 
a right life that you know on your own they couldn’t live and wasn’t there before, then you have 
assurance that something has changed. That something is God. He has come to live his 
rightness through you now, and everyone who lives that rightness is born of God. It’s the 
assurance.” 

Seeking God and his righteousness is key to real kingdom living. Do you remember when Jesus 
was giving the kingdom principles in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 6, verse 33? He said: 

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things -- 

These things we think we need to chase after and have. 

he’ll add those to you.  

He knows you need a house. He knows you need clothes. He knows you need to eat.  

“Don’t spend your life chasing after all these things,” Jesus said. Spend your life chasing 
after him and the righteousness that he offers. When you see Christ’s righteousness lived out in 
you because you seek to live a right life, you know you are born of God because on your own 
you couldn’t live right. This righteous life cannot be achieved by purely human effort. It can’t be. 
This righteousness is a righteousness that comes to us from God when we believe. 
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You remember when Paul was writing to the Roman church, he called them to this righteous 
life, but he reminded them it was a righteousness that comes from God. Romans 3, verse 21: 

But now a righteousness from God apart from the law (or apart from human effort) has 
been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness from 
God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference . . . 

This righteousness and this rightness of life was to be a mark on every believer who had trusted 
Christ. When a person believes and receives Christ into their lives, God imputes a 
righteousness to them that comes from Christ alone. We are declared righteous at God’s bar of 
justice. We can’t save ourselves by our own righteousness because in ourselves we don’t have 
any righteousness. We’re devoid of it.  

Seven hundred years before the birth of Christ, God spoke through the prophet Isaiah and 
reminded people, “You can’t do this on your own.” Isaiah 64, verse 6: 

 All of us have become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 
we all shrivel up like a leaf, 
    and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 

I’ve shared with you before that I am very ashamed of the life I lived. If God can save me, he 
can save anybody. There were times in my life where even I would be so disgusted I would try 
to clean up my act, but I couldn’t do it. I could get a piece here and a piece there for a short 
time, but I couldn’t live a right life. I just couldn’t do it. My sins kept sweeping me away. But 
when Christ came to live in me, something changed. He gave me his righteousness. He saved 
me from what I was and the sins that so easily beset me. He set my feet on a new course and 
he gave me his power, and his Holy Spirit, and his word to help me now to live a right life that on 
my own I couldn’t live. That’s why John said to those believers, “When you see anyone living a 
right life like Jesus lived a right life, you’ll know that person is born of God because they can’t do 
that on their own. Not the way Jesus did it.”  

To become God’s child means that you accept the standard for Christian conduct which is to 
choose to live with Jesus a right life. Glenn Barker, a professor at Fuller Seminary, once wrote, 
“Righteous conduct is not a condition of rebirth, but a consequence of it.” You don’t live right to 
get saved. You live right because you are saved. That’s why John said, “You see his 
righteousness in your life and it causes you to want to live a right life.” It doesn’t mean you never 
sin. We do. John already said: 

If you say that you have no sin in you, you lie and you do not practice the truth. You are 
deceiving yourself. 

As we’ll see in the next section, Lord willing, we won’t intentionally practice sin anymore 
because we are God’s children. That’s really huge. Now when we sin we confess to God that 
we are wrong and he cleanses and purifies us, and we repent of that wrong. We make it right 
with God’s help.  

One of the more important questions that brings assurance to how we’re living and whether or 
not we’re really God’s children is, “Are we/Am I/Are you increasingly seeking to live a right life 
out of a deep sense of belonging to God and wanting to become like Jesus?” If so, God is 
producing that in you. It is evidence that you are really one of God’s children. 

Not only when we live a right life, but John said, “We know we are God’s children when we, like 
Jesus, live a purified life. Chapter 3, verse 1: 

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 
God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 
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know him.2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet 
been made known. But we know that when He appears, we shall be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is. 3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 

It’s the right motivation.  

Warren Wiersbe is a pastor, radio Bible teacher, and written a number of books. In one of the 
books, he was relating a story he heard about a teenage girl named Jan whose relationship with 
her father helped Warren Wiersbe and others to see the importance of the relationship with our 
Father who is in Heaven. He said: 

A group of teenagers were enjoying a party and someone suggested that they go to a 
certain place for a good time.  

“I’d rather you took me home,” Jan said to her date, “My parents don’t approve of that 
place.” 

“Afraid your father will hurt you?” one of the girls asked sarcastically.  

“No,” Jan replied, “I’m not afraid my father will hurt me. But I am afraid that I will hurt 
him.” 

She understood the principle that a true child of God who has experienced the love of 
God has no desire to ever sin against that love. 

God is our Father. We are his children. I can tell you from experience, God is the best Father 
you will ever know. I don’t understand everything he does or why he does things a certain way, 
but I know he’s good always. In everything I face, the stuff we go through, it all has a purpose 
that will bear eternal fruit for glory. He gives us his word, and his Holy Spirit, and he helps us to 
live a life that knows him, and honors him, and protects us. John said, “It is the hope that one 
day we will see him face-to-face and we will be like him. The knowledge of that union, that 
moment, purifies us just as he is pure.” John said that one day we’re not only going to see him 
but we’re going to be like him. In verse 1 he said: 

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 
God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him.2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet 
been made known. But we know that when He appears, we shall be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is. 3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 

“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us.” That phrase “how great” is literally, in the 
Greek language, “what country.” In the context of John, the people would have understood what 
he was saying. In other words, it’s a word that expresses surprise, the surprise of encountering 
a love so wonderful that it seems foreign to the hearers. “What country, what world does a love 
like this come from?” is what John is saying. “You can’t even define it. We didn’t even know a 
love like this existed, much less that it could be ours. But this is the love that God has lavished 
on us that we should be called the children of God.” “Children of God” is a term that gives 
prominence to the fact of our birth.  

I’ve shared with you before I don’t know who my real father is. I’ve never met him. I have his 
name because I have my birth certificate. When you don’t have a lot of certainty about your 
heritage, you pull your birth certificate out once in a while and you just look at it to remind 
yourself, “I really was born, and I was really there. I’m a real person.” It’s an assurance. The 
phrase “children of God” is a term that gives assurance like a birth certificate gives assurance. 
It’s a testimony to the fact of a birth. The certificate that testifies to our being born of God is the 
lavish love that God bestows on us that declares that we are his, we belong to him, he’s our 
Dad, our Aba, our Father.  
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“The reason the world does not know us,” John said, “is that it didn’t know him.” John wants his 
readers to know that the world is going to respond to us when we are God’s children. It’s going 
to respond to us the same way it did to God’s Son Jesus. They don’t know us because they 
don’t know him. We’re foreigners to them. John knew that the approval of the world is to be 
feared and never desired. I’m amazed how many Christians want to look like the world. I’m 
amazed at how many of us want to hold on to the worldly things we think we need. John said, 
“Don’t ever desire that stuff. Fear it! It’s the very thing that will stand in the way of your 
relationship with God. Don’t trade the temporary for the eternal.”  

Understand that when you are hated by the world it’s because you are God’s kids and they’re 
seeing God in you, and they’re reacting to that. Don’t go out there and be a jerk and do stupid 
things and have people hate you and think, “Look at me, I’m suffering for Jesus.” That’s not 
what this means. In fact, when Peter wrote about it to the people he loved, he said in 1 Peter 4, 
verse 12: 

 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though 
something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice that you participate in the 
sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you 
are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind 
of criminal, or even as a meddler.16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be 
ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 

John said in Chapter 3, verse 2: 

Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made 
known. But we know that when He appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as 
he is. 

We don’t know fully what we will be, because we haven’t experienced it yet in its fullness. None 
of us have seen God with our eyes. So we yet don’t know the fullness of what God has planned, 
but we know we’re going to be like him. Christ in us now gives us a glimpse of what’s coming, 
but our hope is more certain than a glimpse, which is why John said in verse 2: 

We know that when He appears, we will be like him. 

We know it. Perfect tense, present reality. What John’s telling them is, “We know from our 
experience now that Jesus lives in us, because we’re living a right life and we desire to be pure. 
From that experience, now, we know that Jesus is producing it. So our hope is that when Jesus 
comes and we see him face-to-face, we will be like him, and we’ll be seeing him as he is. So, 
the way we’re living now is giving us the hope that the reality of Christ in us will be reality then. 
That drives us to a life of purity because we want to be pure like him now, because we’re going 
to be pure like him then.” That’s what John is saying.  

It drives you to a different life. “This is our hope,” he said. This hope that lets us know we will be 
like him motivates us to want to be like him now. It “purifies” us. It’s a word for “moral 
purification,” morality of heart and soul. How pure?  

Everyone who has this hope purifies himself, just as he is pure. 

Jesus is the standard of purity and morality. Just like asking the question, “What’s the right thing 
to do?” When it comes to moral questions, you ask the question, “What would Jesus be and do 
in this situation?” That’s how you get moral clarity.  

The word “pure” means “clear, chaste, pure from every fault, immaculate.” It changes the way 
you live. When Paul wrote to the Corinthian church in 2 Corinthians 6, verse 18, he said quoting 
from the Scriptures: 
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I will be a Father to you, 
    and you will be my sons and daughters, 
says the Lord Almighty. 

7 Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything 
that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. 

Remember when Paul wrote to Titus, the young man who was taking over leadership on the 
island of Crete? Tough assignment. He had to appoint elders and leaders who could be models 
and examples to the flock. He said to them in Titus 2, verse 11: 

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12 It teaches us to 
say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and 
godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, 
eager to do what is good. 

We are eager because the love the God has for us and the love we have for him causes us to 
want to live a life of purity so that we can be like him. John said in verse 2: 

Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made 
known. But we know that when He appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as 
he is. 3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 

Warren Wiersbe once said, “An unbeliever who sins is a creature sinning against his creator. A 
Christian who sins is a child sinning against his Father.” 

John told these Christians, “Those false teachers and Gnostics don’t love God, they only love 
themselves. They don’t live a right life, and they’re not living to be like him. They sin against the 
very God they claim to be following and by their actions prove they are not the children of God, 
but you are -- but you are. 

(1 John 3:3) 

Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 

Years ago, I came across a story—reported to be a true story—about the importance of a 
relationship between a father and a child. In this case, it happened to be a boy about 12 years 
old, I think, who was dying of cancer. He knew he was dying, his parents knew he was dying, 
everyone knew he was dying. The father loved Jesus and had lived a right life as best he could 
out of shear devotion to Christ. He loved his family and he did everything he could to show them 
the difference that Jesus made in him and wants to make in them. He tried to show them the 
love of the Father. In this story I was reading it said: 

As he sat beside his son’s hospital bed, he knew his time was short. Mustering all his 
courage, he asked his son, “Are you afraid to leave and be with Jesus?”  

The boy said to him, “Not if he’s like you, Dad.” 

“Not if he’s like you.” Does it matter how we live? You bet it does. It matters not only in the lives 
of those who are facing an eternal moment like that boy, but it matters for you and me, and it 
matters to God. “How we live,” God said, “Will be one of the testimonies of whether or not 
we’re really one of God’s children.” 

“When we, like Jesus, live a right life,” John said, “you can know that you’ve been born of God.” 
You can’t do that on your own. When you have a deepening desire to live a life of purity 
because he is pure, and you know you have a hope that you’re going to be like him then so you 
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want to be like him now, you have assurance that you are a child of God because you don’t 
have that desire on your own.  

John didn’t want any of the people he loved to be deceived by people who claim to be following 
Jesus but whose claims were hollow and whose lives were false. He said in verse 29: 

If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has 
been born of him. 

3 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children 
of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him.2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet 
been made known. But we know that when He appears, we shall be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is. 3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 

It was John who wrote in his gospel in John 1, verse 10: 

He (Jesus) was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did 
not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive 
him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God—13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human 
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

When you know you’re one of God’s kids, you can live a life of certainty.  

God, I know you’re my Father today. The best one I’ve ever had. You’re Father to everybody in 
this room who has trusted Jesus Christ as their Savior. I pray, God, that you will help us to know 
this with an ever deepening assurance. But, Lord, we can’t have that assurance at all if we don’t 
have Jesus living in our life, and we’re not going to have Jesus in our life if we’ve never received 
Jesus Christ and asked him to save us from our sins. You died on a cross, you paid for it all, 
you rose again, and you’re alive. I’m praying today, God, that every single person here who has 
doubts will come and ask Christ into their life and believe that he is the Savior. You are ready to 
save those who by faith come and ask for this forgiveness and this salvation. May today be that 
day.  

Lord, there are so many of us, it’s so easy to get off track, to be caught up with the things of the 
world. Forgive us, Lord. Let us confess these things. Redirect our minds and hearts towards 
righteousness. Let us confess where we’ve gotten off track. Let us get right those things we 
know right now in this moment should never be in our life. Lead us on the way everlasting.  

Lord, as we sing this song, let us make up our mind that we will not leave here today until we’ve 
gotten these things right with God. Our prayer room will be open, Lord. You bring people to 
come. We offer you this song as our prayer, but it is our life that we offer in righteousness. 
Thank you, that you’re our Father and we’re your children. We come to you today. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 


