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September 22, 2013 
Galatians 2:20 

Pastor Phil Ward 
 

The Disciple’s Identity 
 
Well, good morning everyone. Like David said, my name is Phil Ward. I’m one of the pastors 
here and the pastor of young adult college ministry, a ministry called Kairos. You may have 
heard of it. I’m coming on five years now being at the church in December. That’s pretty cool. 
It’s not that I didn’t think I’d make it this long, I’m just saying. It’s been good. 

A little bit about me. Some of you may know me. I’m a sports fan. I played football and baseball 
through high school and college. I just love sports. As a matter of fact, we should probably hurry 
this up – just kidding. I love woodworking stuff. I build, like, cabinetry stuff and things like that. 
So I just enjoyed doing things with my hands and all that, but on top of that there’s also a part of 
me that just really loves to read. I really enjoy reading. I have some things which as a pastor you 
probably realize I read. I read theology stuff, that’s kinda the nature of what I do. I also got my 
Masters and got some training in philosophy. I read Plato and stuff like that for fun. I know, 
people think that’s bizarre. But fear not, I read Jane Austen every once in a while and Sense 
and Sensibility and things like that. I used to keep that side going. 

One of the things that I was kind of actually worried about sharing this morning was I actually 
read about a character named Jason Bourne. It’s not embarrassing, but there’s ten novels that 
have been written about the character Jason Bourne. I’ve read eight of them so far – oh, man, 
it’s so bad. But anyways, it’s not the best literature, but he’s like the man’s man. He’s been shot 
over 150 times and keeps coming back. He can jump higher. He’s stronger. He runs faster than 
everybody else on the planet. He’s just Jason Bourne, are you kidding me? What man does not 
want to be him?  

Anyways, I read about him, but it’s not just that aspect of Jason Bourne I enjoy, but it’s 
something about the novels. You known him from -- Matt Damon made him famous -- that 
character in the movies. But one of the things that I find most interesting about Jason Bourne’s 
character is the fact that he’s always on the run. He’s always on the run from his past. He’s a 
CIA agent who lost his memory. He suffers from amnesia so he doesn’t know who he is. He has 
no identity and, therefore, he’s running from his past and he’s running from the people who are 
trying to kill him from his past.  

But he’s always running toward something as well. He’s running towards his new identity. He 
hasn’t quite grasped it. He’s putting the pieces together, but in the midst of him trying to figure 
out who he was versus who he is becoming and connecting the pieces, Jason Bourne’s 
character experiences tons of conflict because your identity is how you define yourself. Since 
Jason Bourne had no identity, he can’t adequately and clearly define himself. Since we have our 
self-worth as a product of our identity, then just imagine having no identity and having no way to 
define yourself clearly. You can have no self-worth. It’s just hard to know who you are. It’s hard 
to know what you’re worth. It’s hard to love yourself and be loved by others. I think at times we 
as Christians can suffer from identity amnesia.  

Last week, Larry preached about the fact that we are the children of God evidenced by the fact 
that we live right lives that are morally pure. But I think from time to time, if you’re anything like 
me, there’s some mornings I just forget that, I forget that I’m a child of God. I forget that I’m 
supposed to live a right life morally pure. What ends up happening is I experienced conflict 
because this old identity of the old Phil Ward is being mixed with the new identity of the child of 
God and there’s so much conflict. You look at Jason Bourne’s character, and in the midst of his  
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whole episode what he’s doing there’s times where he is totally in despair. Yet in the course of a 
novel or in the course of the movie, he goes from total despair to hope. There’s times where 
he’s totally confused and then all of a sudden he has rock solid clarity. 

I look at that and I go, “Dude, I know exactly what that’s like.” Because there’s times I’m just 
going, “I don’t know which way is up” and other times I go, “Oh, yeah, duh. This is what you 
should do.” Some days I’m just in despair. I hear about things and people I know and diseases 
and all this kind of stuff and I go, “Ohhhhhh,” and other times I just go, “Bring it on baby! I’m 
getting resurrected!” I’m just conflicted.  

I think there’s a remedy to this identity amnesia. The symptoms of identity amnesia you see it all 
over the place. We, as Christians, if we suffer from identity amnesia we forget who we are then 
we try to run to different activities in order to define ourselves. We run to as many small groups 
as we can, take as many classes as you can, go to different conferences, read a bunch of 
books in hopes doing all these activities I will know who I am and I will have a clear definition of 
myself, therefore, I will have self-worth.  

In the culture, you look around and people are trying to define themselves in all kinds of ways. 
They don’t know who they are, so we build this definition of self and therefore self-worth on 
things. Like, perhaps we define ourselves based on our job. We don’t realize that we as 
Christians are Christians who happen to be whatever it is we do. We happen to be doctors. We 
happen to be mechanics. We happen to be teachers. But we are first and foremost Christians. A 
lot of people get that confused. We are not doctors, mechanics, and whatever who happen to be 
Christians. It’s the other way around. Then we try to build our identity on other things like raising 
a good family, making sure you raise kids that don’t swear and stuff like I. You go, “Yeah, I’m 
doing pretty good.”  

But then when your knucklehead kid comes around, “@#$!*#,” all of a sudden you lose your 
identity because you’re like, “This is not how I raised you. My identity is wrapped up in your 
obedience, so do what I say.” If they don’t do what you say, then all of a sudden your self-worth 
begins to plummet because you begin to question, “Man, I’ve failed as a parent,” or, “I failed in 
my job,” or “I don’t have the money I thought I would have. I don’t have the job that I thought I 
would have as far as that promotion goes. I just don’t have the stuff. You know, I look at this 
person. They live in the big house. I got the small house. They’re in a gated community, and I’m 
not,” whatever. We’re defining ourselves by all this stuff. No wonder why there’s so much 
conflict inside of us because we as Christians from time to time can suffer from identity amnesia 
just like the Jason Bourne character, but there is a remedy. The remedy is in Galatians 
Chapter 2 verse 20. It’s found in his book of Galatians. 

This book of Galatians is primarily a book about resolving that conflict of identity amnesia. I 
need you to know this. If you’re a Christian here this morning, your identity is not wrapped up in 
your kids. It’s not wrapped up in your job. It’s not wrapped up in what you do in your Christian 
activity. Your identity is in Christ and that’s it. That’s it. And if you’re not a Christian here, then 
you get an inside view of what it’s like to be a Christian. I want you to pay careful attention as 
we look at the book of Galatians and we see this. Our identity is in Christ’s work that has won 
God’s approval for us because as we run around doing all these activities we desperately want 
someone’s approval. The reality is us Christians our identity is in Christ’s work that has won 
God’s approval for us. We already have it. Let me read this, Galatians 2:20: 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
The life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.  
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Let me pray. 

Father, I want to ask selfishly, Lord, that you would reveal yourself to everyone here, including 
myself, about how wide and how deep the love of God is in Christ Jesus, that we may sense 
your presence, that we can feel the fatherly affection that you have for us, that you would use 
these texts and the feeble words in my mouth to impact people to help them overcome this 
identity amnesia and know who they really are and to rest firmly in the love of God in the person 
of Christ Jesus. God, you help us, please? Would you speak now? I pray in Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

If Galatians is the remedy, let me give you an overview of the book of Galatians. It’s really about 
trying to solve this conflict of identity amnesia. What was happening is in the book of Galatians 
there’s a segment in the church of Galatia where these people are unsettling the rest of the 
church. They’re beginning to preach an alternative gospel which says, basically, “Yes, Jesus 
gets you in, but then you need to do some other things to stay in.” They’re omitting the reality 
that Christ gets you in, gets you saved, gets you into the church, and then Christ’s grace and 
power keeps you in it. You don’t need to do anything else. It’s Christ and nothing else.  

But people were beginning to say, “No, it’s Jesus plus different stuff.”  

Sprinkled throughout Galatians you can see this in Paul, he gets frustrated at times. He starts to 
call out their motivations. He begins to really tell the people in Galatians, “You know what? Don’t 
worry about what these people are saying. Your identity is firmly rooted in Christ.” Here’s some 
of the examples: Galatians 1:6-7 

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of 
Christ and are turning to a different gospel, 7 not that there is another one, but there are 
some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.  

Now, the gospel of Christ is this: we are screwed up people but God has come and he has 
redeemed us. He has solved our sin issue, and he has freed us from sin, from the slavery of sin. 
He’s given us hope, and he’s given us life. He’s given us everything we need for life and 
godliness, and it’s Christ and nothing else. That’s the gospel. These people are saying, “Eh, it’s 
that but some other stuff too.” 

“No.” Paul’s getting frustrated. In Galatians 1:10 he brings out their motivation: 

For am I now seeking the approval of man or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I 
were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.  

So Paul is saying, “I will not be motivated by what these people, this segment in Galatians, what 
they’re motivated by because they’re motivated by people’s approval, by people-pleasing.” Paul  
says, “I’m not motivated by that. I’m motivated by Christ and that’s it.” Galatians 3:1 says: 

O foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, --  

Bewitched means “pretend to praise.” It’s when you put someone in a spell because you’re just 
making it up. He goes, “You foolish Galatians, are you kidding me? These people are making it 
up. They’re talking good about you. They’re just making it up. They’re bewitching you, putting 
you in a daze. Galatians 4:9 says: 

But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you 
turn back again to the weak and worthless elementary principles of the world whose 
slaves you want to be once more?  
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Paul says, “This is absurd. Your identity is in the fact that you know God and God knows you. In 
light of that identity, you can’t go back to the old way of life. You have a new identity. It’s firm, 
and it’s in Christ. What are you thinking? Knock it off. Don’t be unsettled by these people. 
Galatians 4:17: 

These people, they make much of you, but for no good purpose. They want to shut you 
out that you make much of them.  

Look at the first part and the last part. Put those two things together: “They make much of you . . 
. that you make much of them.” Their whole goal is to unsettle you in order that they can 
become famous and popular and influential. Paul sees right through it. He goes, “What are you 
doing? Your identity is in Christ. Don’t worry about pleasing these people. Don’t worry about 
what they say. They’re just trying to manipulate you to get you to do what they want you to do. 
Then you see Paul’s frustration in Galatians 5:7-8: 

You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? 8 This persuasion is 
not from him who calls you. 

“Man, you were on pace. You were doing things right. What in the world is going on?” Then it 
just comes to a crescendo. Look at this, Galatians 5:12: 

I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate themselves!  

Oh! You see, you have to understand that one of the things they were saying is, “Yes, you need 
Jesus, but you also need to be circumcised because that’s truly how you get saved.”  

Paul is, like, “Man, I wish they would go the whole way. I’m just tired of it.” Galatians 6:13, it’s 
the last one: 

To those who want to make a good showing in the flesh who would force you to be 
circumcised and only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. 
For even those who are circumcised do not themselves keep the law, but they desire to 
have you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh. 

These people are suffering from identity amnesia. They’re trying to run around and grasp and 
groping and try to cling to something that can define them, and in the midst of their trying to 
define themselves they have no self-worth and they are becoming unsettled. Paul just lays it out 
and says, “Knock it off. Your identity is in Christ and you don’t have to worry about the other 
things. You don’t have to please people. You don’t have to worry about pleasing God and 
performing for God and going through these activities because if you’re in Christ you already 
have God’s approval. So live in that new identity.”  

In my experience as a pastor watching people, listening to them, and hearing their stories, I 
can’t help but think from time to time people, including myself, sometimes we act like we’re just 
like a court jester, that God is a king and we just have to dance for him to win his approval while 
people are sitting there judging us and watching. So we begin to dance for them and perform for 
them because we desperately want their approval. We desperately want an identity. I’m here to 
tell you identity is not rooted in your performance as a Christian. Your identity is not rooted in 
your kids or your job or your money or your neighborhood or anything like that. Our identity is 
firmly rooted in Jesus and nothing else. So our identity is in Christ’s work that has won God’s 
approval for us. Let me say that again, our identity is in Christ’s work that has won God’s 
approval for us. 

What has Christ’s work given to us as a new identity? Three things. We’ve been given an 
identity of death. We’ve been given an identity of life. We been given an identity of faith. Let’s go 
back to Galatians 2:20. We’ve been given an identity of death through Christ’s work. Paul says: 
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I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
The life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.  

The remedy to identity amnesia is found in his verse. Paul starts it off by saying, “I have been 
crucified with Christ.” What in the world does that mean? What does it mean? Christ was 
crucified 2,000 years ago. I wasn’t there. How could I be crucified with him? I’m still alive. It’s a 
mystical union, and Paul begins to describe it more fully in Galatians Chapter 5 verse 24. He 
says: 

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  

He says, “Those who belong to Christ Jesus, those who have surrendered to Jesus Christ as 
their Lord and Savior, those who have completely relinquished control of their life and allowing 
God now to reign and rule in their life, those people who belong to Christ.” 

What it means to be “crucified with Christ” is that our flesh, along with its passions and desires, 
have been crucified. They are put to death. Every human being is born with the sin nature. 
We’re born that way. We simply are opposed to God. We hate God. We are enemies towards 
God. A lot of people don’t believe that. That doesn’t sound nice. They like the thought that 
people are basically good. They’re not.  

If you are a parent, you know. Your kids are not basically good. You don’t have to teach your 
kids how to steal and how to hit and how to lie and how to do all this stuff. They already know 
how to do that. It’s evidence that we’re all born with the sin nature. Then this nature produces 
desires in us and it produces passions in us that are contrary to God. In light of that what ends 
up happening is then we do the very things we don’t want to do, living out these passions and 
these desires. But an identity of death tells us this: We have been crucified with Christ and that 
means our sin nature is gone. That means its passions and all the desires that came with it. We 
been crucified with Christ and those things put unto death. That’s our identity. 

As Christians we can’t live in that anymore. That’s not our identity. It’s not who we are. He goes 
on and he talks a little bit more about this in Galatians Chapter 6 verse 14. He says: 

Far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the 
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.  

Larry preached a couple weeks back. He said, “We, as Christians, are not to love the world, and 
the world is the system that stands opposed to God. It hates God.” As a matter of fact, as an 
identity of death, we as Christians have been crucified even to the world. What the world sets up 
as things that we should value and desire and pursue in life, we have been crucified to those 
things. Those are not to be our desires. Those are not to be the things we value. Those are not 
to be the things that we pursue in life. We’ve been crucified to that stuff. The only way to truly be 
crucified to the world is to come to Christ knowing your identity that what Jesus has done is 
given us an identity of death.  

You don’t merely slap a bumper sticker on your back of your car “Not of this World.” That’s not 
how you get crucified to the world. You come to Jesus for that. He’s given us an identity of 
death. We have been crucified to the flesh and to passions and desires. We’ve also been 
crucified to this world.  

Lastly, we not dead to sin. Romans 6:6 says this: 

For we know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might 
be brought to nothing so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 
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I have to highlight for you guys. We know that our old self was crucified with him and then 
there’s this word “in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing.” I’m in my early 30s. I 
have a body of work of sin that is pretty extensive, and sometimes as Christians we will from 
time to time allow the body of sin, which is in our past, to define our present. You know what I’m 
talking about. 

But what Jesus has done in being crucified on a cross and now our identifying with him, is God 
reminds us the body of sin, which is extensive for many of us, that has been brought to nothing. 
God doesn’t even consider it anymore when you’re in Christ. It’s done and it’s dealt with. And if 
he doesn’t consider it when he views us, we shouldn’t consider it when we view ourselves 
either. I am not the sum total of all my failures. I’m not the sum total of all my possessions. I am 
not the sum total of my job and promotions and all this stuff. I am the sum total of what God has 
to say about me and that’s it. So we’re done to that. That has happened so that we would no 
longer be enslaved to sin.  

I hear it all the time, “I got this issue. I have this issue. I can’t stop. I can’t seem to stop. I can’t 
get over it.” I’m telling you, brothers and sisters, there’s power in knowing your identity, because 
who you are often times impacts the way you live. As Larry said last week, “You don’t become 
obedient to God in order to become a child of God. Rather, because you are a child of God you 
are a person of obedience.” Your identity leads to behavior, not the other way around. So the 
truth in this is this: We are crucified with Christ which means we’re no longer slaves to sin. 
We’ve been set free. The chains and bondage of the slavery of sin are done.  

Not only have we been given an identity of death, we’ve also been given an identity of life. Go 
back to Galatians 2:20. Here’s how Paul puts it. He said: 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.  

It’s not good enough to just know that Jesus has done these things and given you an identity of 
death. It’s important also understanding that he has given you an identity of life. 

It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.  

Colossians 2:20 talks about what this new life is like. Paul says: 

If with Christ you died to the elemental spiritual forces of this world, why, as if you were 
still alive in the world, do you submit to regulations: 21 “Do not handle! Do not taste! Do 
not touch!” 22 Referring to things that all perish as they are used, according to human 
precepts and teachings.  

You see what Paul is doing? He is, like, “How in the world can you maintain that you are alive in 
this world when in reality you have an identity of death and the world has been crucified to you? 
How can you live in this world anymore and obey its passions and desires and do what the 
world tells you? How can you do that?  

Skip down a couple verses, Chapter 3 verse 1: 

Then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth. 3 For (here’s the reason why) you died, and your life is hidden with 
Christ in God.  

What has happen is the more that we die to self the more alive we become to Christ. And 
unless we put to death the deeds of the body, there’s a part of us that will never truly live for 
Christ. The life that we should live is a life of righteousness. Romans 6:8-11 tells us the  
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mentality that we really should have in this whole notion that we have an identity of death and 
life that we really need to consider the truth about. Look how Paul puts it in Romans 6:8-11. He 
says: 

Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know 
that Christ being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once and for all; but the life he 
lives, he lives to God. 
11 You also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

I love that word “consider” because it means “calculate.” It means “compute.” It means “reason” 
or “come to a firm decision.” So when struggling with this identity, what Paul is saying is, “Here’s 
what you need to do. You need to wake up every morning having firmly decided that you are 
dead to yourself and you are alive to Christ, that you need to calculate the truth of that and the 
implications of that, and you don’t mindlessly go through your life, but instead you consider 
yourself dead but alive to Christ every day. I’m dead. He’s alive. I’m dead. He’s alive.” 

We’re to count ourselves dead. Why in the world do we do this? Well, it’s because what Jesus 
said needs to be done. Matthew 16:24-25: 

Jesus says, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for my sake will find it.”  

What Jesus is saying, “If you’re gonna come after me, deny yourself. You have an identity 
of death. Take up your cross. You’ve been crucified with me and follow me because I’ll 
give you life.” The more we die to self, the more alive Jesus becomes in us.  

I love how C.S. Lewis -- you probably know him as the author of The Chronicles of Narnia -- he 
writes in Mere Christianity: 

Christ says to us, “Give me your all. I don’t want so much of your time and so much 
of your money and so much of your work. I want you. I’m not come to torment 
your natural self, I came to kill it. No half measures are any good. I don’t want to 
cut off a branch here and a branch there. I want to have the whole tree down. I 
don’t want to drill the tooth or crown it or stop it. I want to have the whole thing 
out. So hand over the whole natural self, all the desires which you think are 
innocent as well as the ones you think wicked, the whole outfit. I will give you a 
new self instead. In fact, I will give you myself and my own will shall become 
yours.”  

I love how Lewis puts it. The call to follow Jesus is to identify with him in his death, burial, 
resurrection, giving us a new identity an identity of death and identity of life, and it is a costly 
decision to follow Christ. How costly? It costs you everything. Everything. Following Jesus is not 
some Facebook friend request. You have to realize, brothers and sisters, it is a call, “Come and 
die.” It’s not easy. Our whole identity is in Christ’s work which has won God’s approval for us. 
We’ve been given an identity of death and an identity of life. Brothers and sisters, the more that 
we put to death the flesh, the more alive to Christ we become.   

Not only that, but Christ’s work has given us an identity of faith. Let’s go back to Galatians 
Chapter 2. The way Paul puts it is amazing: 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
The life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.  
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We’ve been given an identity of faith. You know, when I was preparing this last week, I met a 
guy. He asked me what I was doing. I was telling him I was preaching on this particular topic 
and stuff. He said he’d said he pray for me. He knows that I suffer from insane stage fright. I 
hate being up here and having you all stare at me. I get stomach issues, and you all know what 
that means . . . so it’s all your fault. Anyways, it’s tough. I was walking him through what I’m 
preaching on and stuff and he said, “Man, I would love to come. I want to hear that. I want to 
hear how to live by faith.” He doesn’t go to our church.  

I was like, “Yeah!” 

He’s like, “Live by faith! Yeah! As a matter of fact, give me two or three things I could do to be 
living by faith.” 

I was like, “What?” 

He said, “Yeah, two or three things. Help me. Step by step. What should I do to be living by 
faith?” 

I was like, “What? That doesn’t make sense.” 

He goes, “What do you mean it doesn’t make sense?” 

Maybe you don’t quite get why it’s kinda silly because here’s what he’s really saying, “Hey, 
could you give me two or three steps I can do which require faith that I may begin to live by 
faith?” 

“I was going, “What? I can’t give you two to three or four or five steps to be living by faith. You 
just have to live by faith.” 

He goes, “Well, how do you do that? Like, what should I do, like, in this situation?” He gave me 
an example. 

I was, like, “You live by faith. I’m not you. I’m not gifted like you. I don’t know your past or your 
background, so I can’t tell you in every situation this is what you should do.” Like, if you’re at 
Starbucks you always should share the gospel with every person in line fiercely, you know. 
That’s not walking by faith. There’s some people who should. There’s some people who 
shouldn’t. You just have to walk by faith.”  

The Holy Spirit will lead you, because we are a people who believe that God lives not only 
around us but in us. And as people who believe that God lives in us, allow God to direct your life 
helping you to make decisions and helping you to value what you ought to value and all of these 
things. That’s how we walk by faith. It’s not two or three or four or five steps and by at nine steps 
to a better you and this and that and self-help, and bla, bla, bla and all this. It’s identity amnesia. 
“We don’t know who we are. Let’s just try anything.” No, we’re people who walk by faith.  

Now, what is our faith in? It’s obviously in Christ, but at the root and foundation of this faith in 
Christ Paul said, “There’s two things which really should characterize you.” He says: 

The life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, -- 

That’s what we know. Then look at this: 

who loved me and gave himself for me.  

I’ve been a Christian since I was 18. It’s taken me a long time to truly believe that God loves me 
because my whole life it’s really been about performance. That’s what this world tells you. I 
played sports. In baseball there is a saying, “You’re only as good as your last at-bat.” Well, my  



Page 9 of 11 

last at-bat I ever took in college I struck out. Does that mean I’m just a strikeout loser? “Well, 
you’re only as good as your grades,” or “You’re only as good as your portfolio. You’re only as 
good as how well-behaved your kids are. You’re only as good as this, this, and this.”  

It’s hard to just think and fathom the notion that God perhaps loves me even though I don’t 
deserve it and even though I don’t merit it. It’s hard for me to grasp that. How could the King of 
the universe love a beggar like me? How can he do that? I haven’t earned it. I don’t deserve it. I 
haven’t merited it. And you’re telling me he loves me, and it’s an unquenchable love? It’s an 
unconditional love? It’s an unrelenting love? You’re telling me that? It’s hard for me to grasp that 
because we’re in a performance-driven society. You know what I’m talking about.  

John 3:16, it’s an important verse. It says, “For God so loved the world.” Why did John 
emphasize the word “love” with “so”? Because John wants to make sure we understand that 
God’s love for us is emphatic. It’s overwhelming. As a matter fact, in Ephesians 1:4-5 it talks 
about how the whole reason why God has chosen us and why he has adopted us as his 
children was motivated by his insane love for us. It’s amazing. He just loves us. If you’re 
anything like me, you know we don’t deserve it. We don’t merit it.  

It calls into question, “Well, yeah, but if God really loves me, if he really loves me, he would 
show it.” I’d say he has. Romans 5:6-8 says: 

For while we were still weak, at just the right time, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one 
will scarcely die for a righteous person, though perhaps for a good person one would 
dare even to die. 8 But God shows us his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 

Christ died for us as an example and a demonstration of his overwhelming love for us. I’ve had 
people in the past go, “Yeah, well I didn’t ask Jesus to die for me.”  

I was like, “I know, and that’s a good thing because you never would’ve.” Quite honestly, we by 
nature are bent against God, and therefore you would have never chosen God or asked him to 
save you or help you or die for you or anything, but yet God loved you so much that he knew 
that you didn’t want him and yet he came for you anyway. He’s demonstrated his love to you. 
It’s like, “This is how much I love you. I’m coming for you, and I’m gonna die for you and 
I’m gonna set you free.” When the Son sets you free, you are truly free indeed.  

How has he done this? He’s done it by giving himself for us. God really does love us. It’s part of 
what it means to walk by faith is truly every day believing that God loves you. You don’t deserve 
it. He realizes that but he loves you even though. And faith that he gave himself for us. He gave 
himself for us. We are now God’s possession. First Corinthians 6:20 says, “You are not your 
own; for you were bought with a price.” And what was the price that God bought us with? First 
Peter 1:18-19 says: 

Knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways – 

“Ransomed” meaning “purchased” or “bought.” 

From the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as 
silver or gold but with the precious blood of Christ like that of a lamb without blemish or 
spot.  

You have to understand, brothers and sisters, when God came and he purchased you, he paid 
for you with the blood of his Son. Now, how much is that worth? An infinite amount. You know 
as the college [group] we do a trip to Jamaica every year. We do a fundraiser, a garage sale. 
You know how garage sales go, we ask 10, 12, 15 people, “Hey, bring all your stuff that you 
want to sell. We’re gonna sell it and then we’re gonna use that as our fundraiser.” 
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So people inevitably call me, “Phil, hey, man, I’ve got this lamp. I’ve got this. I got this. I got this. 
How much do you think it’s worth?” 

I tell them, “You better price it or don’t bring it because I’m not pricing it for you because I have 
no idea how much your junk is worth. So you need to have a price tag on it when you show up.” 
So they bring their stuff, and they have prices. Some of them are just ridiculous, and some of 
them are about accurate. But with a garage sale it’s basic economics. Something is worth what 
it’s worth based on what somebody is willing to pay for it. So if you got a broke down TV and 
somebody is willing to pay $2 for it, it’s worth $2 -- $20, it’s worth $20. You see, what I’m 
saying? A thing is worth how much somebody is willing to pay for it. 

Apply that basic economic truth to you. Identity amnesia creates conflict because we don’t know 
how to define ourselves; therefore, we have no self-worth. Think about this for a moment, How 
much am I worth? Well, God saw fit to purchase you at the price of the infinite worth of his Son. 
You are worth an infinite amount in God’s sight. There is no price tag. There is no thing that God 
is not willing to do to have you for his own. He bought you with a price and that price is an 
infinite value. That’s how much God loves you.  

When we begin to identify ourselves in Christ’s work, we start to realize, “Wow, I really do have 
an identity. I’m defined by Christ’s death, his resurrection, which means I have a new identity of 
death and a new identity of life, and a new identity of faith, faith that in Christ God loves me and 
gave himself for me. That’s mind blowing. That’s believable. So when you put your identity in 
your wealth and then your wealth tanks, you can say, “And? My wealth doesn’t define me. God 
defines me, and he has defined me as infinitely worthy of him.” Wow. It changes how you live. 

One of the things we do every year is we take college students to Coloma, which is on the 
American River and we do baptisms. When we do baptisms, I’m always very careful to talk to 
people who get baptized. I want to make sure that they’re identifying with Christ. I tell them, 
‘When you get baptized, what you’re saying is, ‘All of Christ’s death you’re now identifying with 
and all of Christ’s life and all of his resurrection, you’re now identifying with.’ You’re saying, ‘His 
death is my death. His life is my life. His resurrection will one day be my resurrection. I am all 
his. He is all mine. I’m on board.’” 

So we make people agree to that kind of stuff, and then we read this passage in Romans 
Chapter 6 verses 1 to 4 because baptism is the first step in a disciple’s identity. If you’re not 
willing to be baptized, what you’re saying is, “I’m not willing to identify with Christ.” But if you are 
getting baptized you say, “I will identify with Christ, all that he is for me I identify myself with.” So 
we read this. I’m only going to read a portion of it because I’m out of time. 

What shall we then say? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no 
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it.? 3 Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried 
therefore buried with him by baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  

So what we’re saying is when you go to baptism, we do it in the American River rushing water. 
What we’re saying is, “We’re gonna dunk you under the water, which is a symbolic 
representation of your identifying with Christ’s death and then we’re gonna bring you up 
because you’re having new life and you’re identifying with his resurrection. You’re identifying 
with him. We do that because Jesus has commanded it, but also Jesus practiced it. He was 
baptized.” 

I’m gonna connect some dots for you. When Jesus was baptized, there was something amazing 
that took place there. We know that when Jesus was baptized, he came out of the water and the 
Holy Spirit descended like a dove upon him and then there was a voice from heaven. This is 
what the voice said, “You are my beloved Son. With you I am well pleased.”  
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God the Father looked at God the Son emerging out of that water. He said, “You are my Son. 
With you I am well pleased.”  Here’s the beautiful part, and you need to hear this. If we 
identify with Christ’s death, his life, and now we live by faith, that’s our new identity. That means 
our life is now hidden in Christ’s. If our life is now hidden in Christ, what that means is whatever 
Christ has done he is applying it to us. In Jesus’ baptism when the Father says, “You are my 
Son. With you I am well pleased,” because our life is hidden in the life of Christ then 
simultaneously in that moment what God the Father is saying to God the Son, he is also saying 
to you and I, “You are my child. With you I am well pleased.”  

You don’t need a great promotion. You don’t need all this stuff the world tells you to need 
because the infinite pleasure of God has been lavished on you because “I love you. I’m 
pleased with you.” I need you to hear this.  

When the world’s voices begin to creep in and tell you you’re not worth anything unless you do 
this, this, and this, you can silence them by saying, “No, I’m a child of God. I’m a child of the 
King.” It doesn’t mean a court jester in his court. It means I am a beloved son and daughter.  

I need you to hear this last thing. God isn’t particularly pleased with you because you are 
particularly righteous. We know better. But God’s pleasure for you is found not in your 
righteousness but in Christ’s righteousness for you. God’s pleasure in us is not because we do 
a bunch of stuff for him and because we tell the truth, and we’re nice people, and we’re happy 
and we hug, and we grace and all this stuff. That’s not why God is pleased with us because we 
don’t do all that very well. But instead, God’s pleasure is placed upon us because he is 
exceedingly and abundantly pleased with Christ’s work for us. That’s why I say our identity is in 
Christ’s work that has won God’s approval for us. No more song and dance. No more identity 
amnesia. You are bought with a price and God loves you. He has made you his own. “You are 
my child. With you I am well pleased,” he says to all of us who are in Jesus. 

Father, thank you so much. Thank you so much, Lord, for the new life that you’ve given us that 
through Jesus Christ we’ve been given an identity of death that we have been crucified to the 
flesh with its passions and desires and to this world and to sin itself. We’re free. Thank you for 
the life that we have which is now hidden in Christ. God, thank you for the faith that you’ve given 
us. We have faith in the Son of God because you have loved us and demonstrated it. You’ve 
given yourself for us. God, we are so grateful. It seems only fitting that the only thing we can do 
in response is to worship you because you are so worthy. We give you thanks now in Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 


