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September 29, 2013 
1 John 3:4-10 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Destroying the Devil’s Work 
 
If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to 1 John Chapter 3. 
We’re gonna be looking at verses 4 through 10 as we continue on in our series “Living With 
Certainty.” 

In John’s day, as well is in ours, there were people that were always trying to undermine the 
faith of people who are following Jesus. There were those who claim to be Christians in John’s 
day who said, “We found a better way. We’ve got a different Jesus. Follow enlightenment. 
Follow reason. Follow all these things.” In fact, they were doing everything they could do make 
people who stood with Jesus, believed his word, trusted the Holy Spirit, were faithful to Christ, 
they were doing everything they could to make sure they felt like they were dummies or 
uninformed or unintelligent.  

John writes this letter to say, “You know what? It’s the opposite of that. The people who are 
going out and saying, ‘You know what? We need science. We have a different Jesus. We have 
a better way. It’s reasoned humanity that can solve the problems of the world,’ they are the ones 
who are wrong. They’re the ones who are deceived. They’re the ones who are ignorant. The 
ones who stand with Jesus and obey him and trust him are the ones that will be found standing 
strong when Jesus Christ returns.” 

So he writes this letter to encourage these Christians, “Don’t be deceived by all that junk you 
hear going on around you. Jesus is the real deal, and those of you who trust in him are living a 
life of certainty.” This is the way John writes in 1 John 3 beginning in verse 4 as he talks about 
how Jesus came to destroy the devil’s work: 

Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he 
appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in 
him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. 
7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is righteous. 8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because 
the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared 
was to destroy the devil’s work. 9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, 
because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been 
born of God. 10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of 
the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God, nor is anyone 
who does not love his brother. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Lord, these are powerful words, and they really shook up the church and the false teachers in 
John’s day just like these words shake things up today. They are not popular, but they are true 
and they give us an insight and an assurance to help us to understand with certainty whether or 
not we are really children of God. Eternity hangs in the balance on these things, so help us 
today to know with certainty that we are really God’s children and that the devil’s work is being 
destroyed in our lives. And we’ll thank you, God, for all that you show us. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 
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I hardly ever see them, but I know they’re there because I’m always seeing their destructive 
work. In our backyard almost every summer night, raccoons and possums come and tear up the 
lawn. I’ve put traps out. I was a country boy; I know how to solve problems with raccoons and 
possum. I just can’t use most of those methods in California, so I put this Have a Heart trap 
thing out there. The only thing I’ve ever caught is my neighbor’s cat.  There are remedies. Some 
of them work, some of them don’t, but I can tell you one thing is for certain, when those rascals 
are at work you know it because of the destruction they leave behind.  

You know, I’ve never seen the devil, but I know he’s real. I know his work by the destruction he 
leaves behind. Satan, or the devil, is an angelic being. He was created by God, fell in pride and 
rebellion, and led a revolt that got him and a third of the angelic host cast out of heaven to earth. 
They now lead a world system that is opposed to God and any who seek to know God or live for 
God.  

You can always tell when the devil is at work in a nation, in a church, or in a person’s life by the 
evidence he leaves behind. When Satan is working, there will be a continual practice of sin. Sin 
will dominate because Satan loves sin and all that it does to offend God and to destroy people. 
When Satan is at work, the rejection of all that’s right will take place, everything that’s moral, 
everything that’s good. There will be a shifting of values and embracing of evil. Wrong will 
become right, and right will become wrong because Satan hates Christ and his righteousness.  

When Satan is at work, things like selfishness and pride and hatred and broken relationships 
will abound because Satan despises love and all that it does to build relationship with God and 
with each other. You can’t see Satan, but you always tell when he’s there and when he’s at 
work by the telltale destruction that he leaves behind. Satan would love nothing more than to 
have anybody believe that he is not real, he’s just a manifestation of some kind of evil, he’s not 
a real creature who is at war with God.  

That’s why John wrote to remind the Christians he loved that Jesus appeared to destroy the 
devil’s work. In fact, in Chapter 3 verse 8 he said: 

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.  

The reason Jesus manifested himself, the reason he came in the flesh, the reason he is here for 
us to see is he came to destroy the devil’s work. That word “destroy” means to loose or to sever 
or to break or demolish. It’s the kind of idea of destroying a stronghold, setting someone free, 
bringing deliverance. Jesus came, lived, died, and rose again to destroy Satan’s hold on our 
lives. He conquered sin, death, and the grave to set us free, and he destroyed the devil’s work 
so that we are no longer held by Satan’s destructive power. That’s why John told these 
believers that they can know with certainty that they belong to God and not the devil because 
we can know with certainty we are God’s children when we see the devil’s work being destroyed 
in our lives.  

When will we see it? We’ll see it when Christ and not sin is abiding in us, and we will see it 
when we see righteousness and love being displayed in us. We know the devil’s work is being 
destroyed when we see Christ and not sin abiding in us. Here’s the way John put it verse 4: 

Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he 
appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in 
him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. 

He picks that same thought up in verse 9: 

No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he 
cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.  
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You know, even when I was a non-Christian, there were times when I would try to keep myself 
from sinning. It’s very interesting what people do sometimes to try to avoid sin or try to avoid 
things they know deep down are not right. But one of the most interesting ones ever heard of 
was when Paul Harvey was doing his little commentary. He was telling a time about Mohammed 
Ali, famous boxer who had a way he came up with to help him resist temptation and avoid 
certain kinds of sin. Paul Harvey said: 

Wherever he goes, he always carries a small box of matches. Mohammed Ali said, 
“When I go to a party and I’m tempted, like by a beautiful woman, I simply pull out one of 
the matches and I strike it then I put it out with my fingers and burn my fingers and 
remind myself hell is a lot hotter than this.” 

Most high school boys would be burnt from their head to their toes. There are many reasons 
why people at times choose to avoid sin, usually related to fear. Fear of hell. Fear of 
consequences. Fear of getting caught. But as effective as fear is, fear is never truly effective at 
deterring us from stopping sinning all together because the strongest deterrent to sin is not fear. 
The strongest deterrent to sin is love, a love for God that is so real that you don’t want to sin 
because you know how much it hurts him, and he’s hurt enough already. A love for God so 
great that if you want to be like him you realize that sin will only keep you from that reality, so 
you learn to hate sin the way God hates sin which is why John told these Christians in verse 6: 

No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen 
him or known him. 

John told these Christians that they could know they were living in Christ when they saw the 
devil’s work of sin being broken in their lives. He said in verse 4: 

Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he 
appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in 
him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. 

Verse 9: 

No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he 
cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.  

John uses two words to define sin as it relates to the devil’s work in verse 4, “sin” and 
“lawlessness.” The word “sin” is a word that means “breaking God’s law, breaking his 
commands.” We’re all guilty of that. You break one you’re guilty of breaking them all. But the 
other word is “lawlessness.” It’s a word that really means “rebellion.” It’s the word that defines 
rebellion against law, of rebellion against the God of law, and it’s a word that identifies us. When 
we sin we are participating in the lawless rebellion of Satan against God. That’s what we’re 
sharing in.  

John tells these people that breaking God’s commands, living in immorality, violating God’s 
laws, and participating with Satan and his rebellion against God are all signs of the devil’s work 
in someone’s life. Now, the Gnostics and the false teachers that were undermining the church in 
John’s day were all claiming to be Christians, but they continued to live in sin.  John said, 
“They’re not showing you enlightenment. They’re only proving that they really don’t have Christ 
in them. They’ve neither seen him nor known him because if they did they wouldn’t keep on 
sinning. You can’t know Jesus, how much he loves you, and all that he’s paid for you, have him 
in your life and then willingly go on doing the very thing that put him on the cross.” He said, “You 
can’t do it.” 

People who profess to be Christians but keep on sinning only testify they don’t really know 
Christ. That’s why he said in verse 6: 
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No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen 
him or known him.   

Or in verse 9: 

No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he 
cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 

That word “live in him” is the word “abide.” It’s the idea of Christ in us and we in him. But the 
language is one of continual relationship; it doesn’t stop. We abide in him continually. “Those 
who are abiding in him and he in them will not keep on sinning or will not continue to sin,” John 
said. It’s very important to understand the words he’s using there mean a repeated continual 
practice of sin. He’s not advocating sinless perfection. He’s not saying that Christians won’t sin 
anymore. What he’s saying is they will not tolerate it as a continual practice in their life.  
Christians still sin. In fact, John had already refuted the Gnostic heresy that claims once you 
were saved you would never sin, or that once you are a Christian your deeds of the flesh, like 
immorality, weren’t sin anymore because God doesn’t care about the flesh he only cares about 
the spirit. How convenient. 

John wrote to them in 1 John 1 verse 8: 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his 
word has no place in our lives.  

John is not saying we would not sin anymore. What he’s saying is we will not continue to 
practice it. When John says we will no longer sin, he uses a word that means “continual practice 
not a single act.” Christians on occasions will commit acts of sin, but they will not let sin abide in 
them in that place where only Christ should abide. When we sin we become so appalled that we 
confess the sin to God and cry out to God for help to repent and to change the situation that 
caused us to sin so that we don’t keep repeating it. Do we sometimes repeat it? Of course we 
do, but we confess that to God and we take drastic measures to eliminate the things and the 
environments and the opportunities to sin. We don’t stay in them. 

You remember in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5? Jesus was addressing the whole sin 
issue. There were some who were priding themselves on the fact that they never committed the 
acts of sin. Jesus said, “Well, it goes further than that. It has to with what you’re thinking 
and feeling in your heart.” In Matthew Chapter 5 he said in verse 27: 

You have heard that it was said, “Do not commit adultery.”  

He just picks one. 
28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart. 

Then he said: 
29 If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for 
you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 
30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better 
for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell. 

Now, I don’t think for a minute that Jesus is advocating maiming our bodies as a solution to our 
sin problem. But what he is pointing out is very clear. Sin is serious. You cannot flirt with this 
and win. When sin is in your life you have to deal with it drastically. There’s things that have to 
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be cut off and cut out if sin is not gonna own you anymore. I’ve told guys before, if your 
computer is making you sin, then I’d get rid of it. I wouldn’t mess with it. It’s not worth it. As 
crazy as it sounds, you can live without a computer. You cannot live without the abiding 
presence of Jesus Christ powerfully in your life. Is TV making you sin? Are you watching and 
thinking and participating in things you know you can’t control? I’d get rid of it. It’s not worth it. Is 
there a girl or boy at work that’s filling your head with thoughts or you’re already engaged 
emotionally beyond where you think you should be or maybe even further? I don’t mean this in a 
trite sense; I realize the seriousness of what I’m saying. If it were me, if I could not control that 
situation and live above sin and that relationship, I’d get another job. I’d get out of there and find 
out why I’m so vulnerable.  

You see, if you love Jesus, if he abides in you, you will have the motivation and the power to 
deal with your sin because Jesus who is alive in you will provide it. You will hate sin the way 
Jesus who lives in you hates sin. John goes on to tell them two reasons why a true child of God 
who abides in Christ and Christ in them will not go on practicing sin, will not go on sinning. 
Verse 4: 

Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he 
appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin.  

John said, “First, Jesus came to take away our sin. He died for that.” 

As Paul said to the Romans in Chapter 6, “How then, knowing that can you live in sin any 
longer? You saw what it did to him.”  

And then secondly he (John) said, “Because in him is no sin.” Jesus lives a sinless life, and 
that’s written in the present tense. That’s significant because it means “Jesus always has been, 
is now, and always will be sinless.” The devil had no hold on him. So when Jesus is alive in you 
and you in him, and you are obeying God, Satan’s hold on you will be broken. That’s the idea 
behind the word “destroyed.” Jesus appeared to destroy or to break the devil’s hold on your life. 
Jesus is sinless. He always has been. He always will be. That’s why John said in verse 6: 

No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen 
him or known him. 

Or in verse 9: 

No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he 
cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.  

In the book of Galatians it tells us that God’s seed is Jesus and the life that Jesus lives. When 
you are born again, born of God, Christ, God’s seed comes to live in you. John tells these 
people, “You can’t claim to have this Jesus who never sins living in you and yet you continue to 
willfully go on sinning. It doesn’t compute. There’s no category for that.”  

When you see sin’s hold on you being broken and a deepening desire to live free of sin and to 
be like Jesus, “Then,” John said, “you know you’d been born of God, and Satan’s work is being 
destroyed, and Christ is alive in you.”  

Not only when we see Christ and not sin abiding in us, but we know the devil’s work is being 
destroyed when we see righteousness and love being displayed in us. John said in verse 7: 

Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, 
just as he is righteous. 8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has 
been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy 
the devil’s work.  
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He continues that thought in verse 10: 

This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: 
Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God, nor is anyone who does not 
love his brother. 

I was reading this last week about a Sunday School teacher who was going over the Ten  
Commandments with a group of five and six-year-olds. She started out: 

You shall have no other gods before me.  

You shall not make an idol or an image in any form and bow down to it. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God for the Lord will not hold anyone 
guiltless who misuses his name.  

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.  

Honor your father and mother, so that may go well with you and you will live long on the 
earth.  

Then she stopped and she said to those five and six-year-olds, “Does anybody know a 
commandment that God gave to help us in dealing with our brothers and sisters?” 

One little boy rose his hand and goes, “Yes, the sixth commandment: Thou shalt not kill.” 

I don’t know what is going on in his family, but the boy had it dialed in immediately. “Thou shalt 
not kill.”  

Well, John relates that there’s a lot more to being a Christian than simply not killing our brothers 
and sisters. God said that our lives are to be marked by doing right and loving them. By this we 
could know that the devil’s work was being destroyed in our lives. John said, “Right living and 
love for our brother was how we could know who God’s children are and who the devil’s children 
are.” He said in verse 7: 

Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, 
just as he is righteous. 8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has 
been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy 
the devil’s work. 

Verse 10: 

This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: 
Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God, nor is anyone who does not 
love his brother. 

We often hear people say, “We’re all God’s children.” You ever hear that? It doesn’t matter what 
you believe or what you’ve done or who you are. We are all God’s children. Well, that’s a very 
popular and nice sentiment, but it isn’t true. We are not all God’s children. We are all God’s 
creatures created in God’s image. We have infinite value as human beings because we were 
made in the image of God, but we are not all God’s children. In fact, God lost relationship with 
us due to sin, and all of us have sinned and fall short of his glory. We have to become God’s 
children again when we receive Jesus Christ into our lives.  

This was powerfully impacting upon John, which is why he writes not only about it in his letters 
but also his gospel. You remember? He wasted no time in his gospel John Chapter 1 verse 10 
when he said:  
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He (Jesus) was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did 
not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive 
him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human 
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

So, if we’re not God’s children until we have come to relationship with Jesus believing in his 
work at the cross, then whose children are we if we’re not God’s children? We are children of 
the devil. I can tell you that is not a very popular thought today. People will resist it, but they 
have to take it up with God because if God is not your father Satan is.  

In John Chapter 8, when Jesus was addressing a group of religious leaders, they we’re claiming 
their justified sins and actions and that God was their Father, but they didn’t believe in Jesus, 
God’s son. Jesus drew a very clear line. John 8 verse 42: 

Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come 
here from God. I have not come on my own but he sent me. 43 Why is my language 
not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your 
father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. 
When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you prove me 
guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me?” 

Look at this: 
“47 He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is 
that you do not belong to God.” 

These are the religious leaders of Israel who were claiming to be God’s children. God says, 
“You’re not God’s children. You’re the devil’s children, because the devil’s children are 
people without Christ in whom and through whom the devil continues to do his work.” 
1 John 3 verse 8: 

He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the 
beginning.  

The children of God are people who have Christ in them and in whom and through whom Jesus 
does his work. Verse 7: 

Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, 
just as he is righteous. 

So you can tell who your father is by looking at the works that come from your life. When there 
is a righteousness and a desire to do right and a confession of sin and a seeking to love your 
fellow Christians then you’re seeing the work of God who is your Father. But when there is 
wrong and sin and unrighteousness and wickedness and hatred and envy and slander and pride 
and a host of other things coming out of your life, that’s not God’s work that’s the devil’s work. 
That’s why John said in verse 10: 

This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: 
Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God, nor is anyone who does not 
love his brother. 

Doing what’s right is manifesting the righteousness of Christ that we desire to do what Jesus 
wants, to live a life like he lived, and he lives it out through us. It shows that we belong to God. 
We don’t have that desire on our own. That’s God’s desire in us, proving that God’s our Father. 
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And we love our brother. The term “brother” can mean a male relative. It can also mean a close 
kinsman. It also can mean a male or female who shared the same father of origin. That’s why 
the term “brother” came to be synonymous for “a fellow believer whether male or female.” John 
is telling them, “The true test of real righteousness in your life is that you have a love for God’s 
family, for his brothers and sisters.” 

We’ve said before that doesn’t mean you always get along well with everybody and they’re your 
best friend. We’re gonna be learning more about this love in Chapter 3 and Chapter 4, Lord 
willing. God’s love for us is not a pampering, sentimental love. It is a perfecting love, and there 
is a big difference in how we love each other. But that love is real, even with people you don’t 
always sometimes like or have virtue. But this right living and this love for our brothers and 
sisters is an evidence that God is your Father. 

F.F. Bruce, the great commentator, said: 

For if God is love and if God lives in us and we in him, then love for the brother will occur 
as an expression of righteousness without exception. For God, righteousness and love 
are inseparable. Since they are inseparable in the character of God and in his revelation 
in Christ, so they must be inseparable in the lives of his people.  

That’s why you can’t say, “I’m trying to live a right life with Jesus but I hate you, or I don’t care 
about you.” It doesn’t compute which is why John will later say that if you don’t love God’s 
children then you can’t really love God. You remember? First John 4 verse 19: 

We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I love God” yet hates his brother 
he’s a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love 
God whom he has not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God 
must also love his brother. 

John said, when you see love for God’s children where normally you might see apathy or 
opposition or hatred or envy or jealousy or anger motivated by pride, but now you see Jesus’ 
rightness and love coming through your life, then you know that the devil’s work is being 
destroyed in your life and that you’re really God’s children. Verse 10: 

This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: 
Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God, nor is anyone who does not 
love his brother. 

This last week I got a text from my friend, Ken Hutcherson, a man who helped lead me to Jesus. 
At the end of the text he simply said, “I love you, bro.” Now, that may not seem like anything 
special, but it is, more than you know. Not just for what it means to me personally but what it 
means to Jesus and how it testifies that Ken is a child of God and the devil’s work is being 
broken in his life. You see, there was a time in Hutch’s life that he would’ve hated me. Hated 
me. Those are the words he used.  

Hutch is black. I’m white. By his own testimony he hated white people. That’s why he went into 
football. He’s a professional player for the Dallas Cowboys and the Seattle Seahawks. In his 
book Hope is Contagious, he expands on his testimony that he shared with me on a couple of 
occasions. Listen to what he wrote: 

I grew up in a small town in Alabama during the 1960s. Like a lot of African-American 
teenagers at the time, I had a bit of a chip on my shoulder. It may be hard for some of 
you to believe this, but back then we were actually taught that we black folks were only 
3/5th human.  
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Now, what would you do if someone repeatedly told you that you were less than human? 
I decided early on that I would show those white folks. I would not be just as good as 
they were but better. I didn’t aim for 5/5th, I was looking at 6/5th.  Whatever I did, whether 
it was in the classroom or on the athletic field, I tried to be the best. I pushed myself like 
you wouldn’t believe. In a way, I’m grateful for growing up in that environment because it 
drove me to greater success than I might have had if I had been treated as an equal. 

Being told I was less than human might also explain why I was such a terror on the 
football field. I loved all sports and lettered in football, basketball, baseball, and track, but 
football was my favorite because it was the only place where it was legal to hurt white 
people. Trust me, every chance I got on the football field I flatten anyone in my way. 
Anyone, black or white. It didn’t matter, but if I knew the guy was white I’d drill him a little 
harder than usual. Sometimes, just for good measure, I’d nail one of the white kids as he 
walked back to the huddle after picking himself up off the grass after the first time I hit 
him. I was nasty. Of course, since I hit everyone regardless of their color, the white kids 
never knew I was saving my best for them. Pretty sneaky, hu?  

It got so bad, that my football coach wouldn’t let me wear pads in practice to keep me 
from hitting my teammates so hard. He said he needed everyone healthy for the game 
on Friday night. 

It’s just the kind of kid I was back then, angry, distrustful, a little on the wild side. The 
only religious influence I had in my life was my dear old grandmother, but I wasn’t all that 
interested in church or the Bible. It seemed fine for the older folks in my town but not for 
me. One time, however, I saw a movie got me thinking about God. It was called “Angel 
Unaware.” It starred Roy Rogers and Dale Evans. 

You young people are gonna have to Google that. I don’t have time to explain. 

It was a pretty powerful story, but I remember thinking at the time, “I don’t need you, 
God. I can make it on my own.” About a year later, we had an assembly at my high 
school featuring a speaker from an organization called Campus Crusade for Christ. Can 
you imagine a speaker from that organization coming to speak at a public high school 
today about Jesus? 

I’ll never forget the message from that speaker. He told a story about a guy named 
Boom Boom Bradley who had a knack for making bad decisions at crucial moment in his 
life. I thought to myself, “Hmm, that sure sounds like me.” And when Boom Boom 
Bradley turned his life over Christ, he started making better decisions. That had an 
impact on me because, remember, I want to be the best. So when the speaker gave an 
invitation, I was ready to accept what God seemed to be offering me. I remember 
thinking to myself, “Here’s God, Hutch. What are you gonna do with him?” So I bowed 
my head and almost set out loud, “I’m yours.” 

I couldn’t have known it at the time, but that decision ultimately gave me exactly what I 
wanted in life - the best. 

I know Jesus lives in my friend Hutch because I’ve seen Jesus manifest and displayed in his life 
more times than I can count. I know that Jesus has appeared to Hutch and lives in his life 
because he’s doing exactly what he said he would do. He is destroying the devil’s work in him. 
You see, Ken hates sin today because Jesus hates sin. Whether the sin is in his life or someone 
else’s life, he’s not afraid to call it what it is, and he’s not ashamed or afraid to do something 
about it in God’s help. He’s been thrown out of a lot of places because he speaks the truth 
about what sin is and why it cannot be tolerated. Ken does what is right and he loves people, 
lots of people, even a white guy like me whom he once hated. I know he loves me because he 
reached out to me and told me about Jesus. Now he calls me his brother and he means it.  
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John said only Jesus can do that in you, and he will when he comes to live in you. He will 
destroy the devil’s work in your life. You’ll know you’re a child of God when you see the devil’s 
work is being destroyed in you and when you see Christ and not sin abiding in your life. You’ll 
still sin, but you will not practice it. You will do everything in your power with God’s help to be rid 
of it. You’ll know you are a child of God when you’re seeing the devil’s work being destroyed in 
your life when you see Christ’s righteousness and love for others being displayed in you. The 
real question is, is Jesus appearing in you? Is he evident in your life? Is he evident in mine? 

I remember one morning driving my daughter, Kimie, to middle school. Out of the blue, she 
simply turned me and she said, “Dad, do you see Jesus in me?” 

I said, “Yes, Kimie, I do. I see him in you by the way you live, by the priorities of your life, by the 
choices that you make.” 

Does anybody see Jesus in me? Do they see him in you? John said, “When you see these 
characteristics being lived out in your life, you’ll know with certainty you’re God’s child, because 
only God can produce that.” 

7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is righteous. 8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because 
the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared 
was to destroy the devil’s work.  

Thank God he’s destroying the devil’s work. 

God, I want to thank you today for making things so clear for us. It’s not always easy, but it’s 
clear. Thank you for a grace that covers our sin because we still do it, but we see it differently 
now. We grow to hate it because of what it does to you and how it keeps us from becoming 
more like you. Help us to surrender everything, God, to take seriously this word so that we can 
live a life of certainty knowing that we are God’s child, and we thank you. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

 

 


