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October 6, 2013 
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Remember His Cross 
 
If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to 1 Corinthians 
Chapter 1. As we begin this month of October, we are focusing again on the table of 
communion and today a focus on the cross. There is power in the message of the cross that is 
still saving people who believe it. That’s the power Paul was writing about in 1 Corinthians, 
Chapter 1. This is how he put it in verse 18:  

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
     the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 

20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of 
God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the 
foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.22 Jews demand miraculous 
signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to 
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.25 For the foolishness of God is 
wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength. 

Let’s pray together: 

Father, there is a power in the message of the cross, a power to save lost people, a power to 
move us from darkness to light, a power to move us from hell to heaven, a power to move us 
from death to eternal life. I pray today, God, that as we approach this communion table today, 
you’ll help us to remember that all of us are in desperate need of your help, and Jesus Christ is 
all the help we’ll need. We thank you, Lord, for this time of remembrance. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.  

Everyone has one, I think. It might be a drawer, some kind of container, a little box. I call it a 
treasure box. You open it up, and inside you’ll find an odd assortment of seemingly worthless 
things: a ring carefully woven from an old toothpick; a small plastered disk with the imprint of a 
tiny hand; a lock of hair carefully wrapped and labeled with a name and a date; assorted papers, 
notes, colored crayon pictures, all adorned with misspelled words.  

To the uninformed it would seem foolish to take the time and the space to store such junk. But 
in our family, and perhaps in yours, a little box or a drawer full of those things would be the thing 
we would grab first in the case of a fire because inside are irreplaceable memories given to us 
by people that we love.  

Sometimes the most precious things can seem like foolishness to others. That’s what the 
apostle Paul was describing when he came to remembering the message of the cross. “The 
cross and its message seem like foolishness to some,” he said, “but not to those who have been 
saved by its power.” In fact, in verse 18 he said: 

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 



Page 2 of 7 

The cross and its message doesn’t make sense to a lot of people. “It was a stumbling block to 
Jews,” Paul said.  

“A messiah who dies on a cross?” It was foolishness to Gentiles. “A king who dies the death of a 
common criminal? You want us to believe that this Jesus is the Savior of the world in whom we 
are to put our trust?” Not much has changed in 2000 years. To many, the cross is a 
meaningless piece of jewelry to be worn around the neck or hung from a charm bracelet. To 
some, the cross is an ornament atop a church that only sets it apart from the local library. To 
some, it is a superstitious religious symbol endowed with miraculous powers to be clutched in 
times of fear or to be held up to ward off evil. But to those who are being saved, the cross and 
its message is the very power of God. It’s a message we remember today in communion, and 
this is a remembrance we need, I need, and so do you because the greatest gifts of God are the 
easiest to take for granted. You’ll have no gift greater than this one.  

Communion is our remembrance of the death of Jesus, a death he died on the cross. Each time 
we eat this bread and drink this cup we are proclaiming the Lord’s death. Jesus said, “As often 
as you do it, do it in remembrance of me.” 

We’ve said many times that eating this meal will not make you a Christian. It will not get your 
sins forgiven. It will not earn you any grace or get you into heaven. The only way to be saved is 
by faith, believing the message of the cross that all of us have sinned and fallen short of God’s 
glory. We are separated from God due to that sin, but God loved us. Powerless on our own to 
do anything, he reached down in the person of his Son, sacrificing him on the cross. There he 
made payment for all of our sin. When payment was made he was buried in a tomb and three 
days later he rose again victorious conquering sin, death, and the grave for all who believe. We 
are saved by this sacrifice. Eating this meal will not do that for you, but eating this meal as 
Jesus asked reminds us of how precious he is and how powerful is the message of the cross 
that still saves those who believe.  

Some would say, “This is foolishness. Eating little pieces of bread, drinking juice out of little 
cups. Ridiculous!” But it’s not foolishness to me, and it’s not foolishness to many of you. These 
things are precious. They remind us of the power of God to save. Communion reminds us of the 
message of his cross. What is that message? We need God’s power because we are powerless 
to save ourselves. Paul said in verse 18: 

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
     the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 

20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of 
God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the 
foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.22 Jews demand miraculous 
signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to 
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.25 For the foolishness of God is 
wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength. 

Sometimes, no matter how much we may want to do something, we come to realize we lack the 
power to do it. When our daughter Kimie was a little girl, 4 or 5 years old, she used to enjoy 
getting a "horsey ride” on my back. You know the kind where you get down on all fours, the kid 
climbs on your back, they reach in and grab your lips and hold on and stretch them apart, or 
they grab your eye sockets and poke your eyes out, or grab your ears and pull them off, or yank  
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the hair out of the back of your head? They hold on tight and they want a “horsey ride.” They’re 
going all over the place and they love it. What surprised me was Kimie said, “Daddy, I want to 
give you a horsey ride.” 

I said, “Really? You want to give me a horsey ride?” 

“I want to give you a horsey ride.” 

She got down on all fours, and I gently got on her back but, obviously, no matter how gentle I 
was, my weight pushed her flat on the floor. I tried to help her to do it, but it just wasn’t working. 
Finally she said, “Daddy I can’t move! I can’t get up!” 

I said, “How come?” 

“Because you’re too big!” 

You see, Kimie came to realize, no matter how much she wanted to, there are times where you 
can’t do something. You’re powerless because what’s on your back’s too big.  

Do you know that sin’s on all our backs? It’s too big. That’s why we can’t save ourselves. No 
matter how much we may want to, you can’t do it. The sin problem is too big. That’s why Paul 
told those looking for salvation without the cross they’d never find it. Verse 19: 

For it is written: 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
     the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 

“The wise of the world aren’t going to find this,” Paul said. “The intelligent aren’t going to find it 
by their intelligence. They’re not going to find a solution to the sin problem.” They want to, but 
they can’t. They’re determined, but they won’t. The problem is too big which is why he said in 
verse 20: 

Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? 

These rhetorical questions lead to one answer in 1 Corinthians Chapter 1: They’re all lost. The 
wise man is lost. The intelligent man is lost. The scholar is lost. The philosopher is lost, because 
they’re not going to find salvation through their own means. It’s impossible. They’re powerless. 
Implied in this is, “Then why do so many people want to follow their damning message because 
by their wisdom and intelligence they’re leading themselves and everyone else astray?” There is 
one solution and it’s God. That’s why it says in verse 21: 

For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was 
pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 

Wise men, scholars, the intelligent, philosophers, they’re all looking for ways. They think on their 
own they’re going to find it, but they won’t. They can’t. Sin problem’s too big. You see, sin has 
separated us from God and leaves us spiritually dead. That’s what Paul was telling the Romans 
when he wrote to them in Romans 3, verse 23: 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

Fallen short of God’s holy standard. Every one of us has fallen short. No exceptions. Paul told 
the Ephesians in Ephesians 2, verse 1: 

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 

Dead people can’t affect anything anymore. They are totally powerless.  



Page 4 of 7 

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to 
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the 
air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived 
among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its 
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 

Paul said, “God loves us, but he can’t have a relationship with us as long as sin remains in our 
lives.” All of us have sinned, and if we die with that sin still in our lives it will separate us from 
God forever. That’s why Paul told the Ephesians in Ephesians 2, verse 12: 

Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in 
Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in 
the world. 

God reminds me, “Larry, that’s where you were. That’s where you were living once. You 
were separate from me. You were excluded. Your sin had made you a foreigner to the 
covenant promise. Sin had left you without hope, and you were without me.” That’s where 
sin leaves you. If you die like that with sin in your life, you’ll be like that forever. But God had a 
solution. Ephesians 2, verse 13: 

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through 
the blood of Christ. 

We are powerless to do anything about the sin problem on our own. Powerless. And all the 
wisdom and all the religious methods of man are foolishness to God. That’s why it says in 
1 Corinthians 1, verse 25: 

For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than man’s strength. 

“So,” Paul implies, “who are you going to listen to, God or man, when it comes to the solution of 
the sin problem on your life?” What man can’t do, God did, which is why Paul told the Romans 
in Romans 5, verse 6: 

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless (impotent, weak), Christ 
died for the ungodly. 

Have you ever heard that saying, “God helps those who help themselves?” That’s a really nice 
sentiment, but it’s not true. God helps those who recognize that they are powerless to help 
themselves.  

That word “powerless” is a word that means “totally ineffectual, completely unable to affect even 
the slightest change in our wretched, lost condition.” Sin is killing us, and we are powerless to 
do anything about it. But God could, and God did. 1 Corinthians 1, verse 21: 

For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was 
pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 

What was preached? Messages like this from Ephesians 2, verse 4: 

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with 
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 
saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 
realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the 
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it 
is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 
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No one is ever going to stand in heaven before this God and say, “Wow! Look what I did to get 
here.” It’s never going to happen. Our boast will be, “Look what God has done that I could be 
here.” 

This is why the message of the cross is no longer foolishness to those who have been saved. I 
know that I am a sinner, and that without the cross of Jesus I’m a dead man forever separated 
from God. These elements in front of me today remind me what a great price was paid for me 
on the cross that day, a price that I couldn’t pay on my own. Jesus made the way for me by 
dying in my place for my sins. I would die for my sin and be lost forever, or Jesus could die for it 
and save me forever. These elements remind me that I come to God by way of Christ and the 
cross or I don’t come at all.  

Do you remember Jesus’ message on the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 7, verse 13? 

Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that 
leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow 
the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 

Jesus said, “The road to hell is like a freeway, overrun with people on it. It’s wide and 
broad and leads to destruction. But the way to eternal life in Heaven is narrow. In fact, it’s 
only one person wide.” We come to God through Jesus Christ or we don’t come at all. Who is 
the Gate? Jesus said, “I am the Gate.” John 10, verse 7: 

I am the gate for the sheep. 

In John 14:6, Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me.” But many today, as in Paul’s day, miss the life God is offering 
because they keep looking for a way other than Christ and the cross. 1 Corinthians 1, verse 22: 

Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom 
God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

Billy Sunday, who was kind of like the Billy Graham of a century ago, said:  

I want to tell you that the way to heaven is a blood stained way. No man has ever 
reached it without Jesus Christ, and he never will. But when they believe, they see how 
foolish and weak are man’s ideas and how powerful and wise God really is. 

Verse 25: 

For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than man’s strength. 

The message of the cross and the power of God to save all who believe, especially those who 
believe and know that they are powerless. Maybe one of the best examples of this in all the 
scripture is the thief on the cross. Do you remember him? You talk about powerless. You talk 
about a man who’s guilty. By his own confession he deserved to die. In need of a Savior, if he 
was to have any hope this man needed a rescue. What did he ask? Almost absurdly so he said, 
“Jesus, would you remember me when you come into your kingdom?” 
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Max Lucado, in his book No Wonder They Call Him the Savior, tells of as story in a piece called 
“The Tale of the Crucified Crook.” He wrote: 

The only thing more outlandish than the request was that it was granted. Just trying to 
picture the scene is enough to short circuit the most fanciful of imaginations. A flat-nosed 
ex-con asking God’s Son for eternal life? But trying to imagine the appeal being 
honored, well, that steps beyond the realm of reality and enters absurdity. But as absurd 
as it may appear, that’s exactly what happened.  

He who deserved hell got heaven, and we are left with a puzzling riddle: What, for 
goodness sake, was Jesus trying to teach us? What was he trying to prove by pardoning 
this strong arm, who in all probability had never said grace much less done anything to 
deserve it. If anyone was ever worthless, this one was. If any man ever deserved dying, 
this man probably did. If any fellow was ever a loser, this fellow was at the top of the list. 
Perhaps that’s why Jesus chose him, to show us what he thinks of the human race.  

Maybe this criminal had heard the Messiah speak. Maybe he had seen him love the 
lowly. Maybe he had watched him dine with the punks, pickpockets, and pot mouths on 
the streets. Or maybe not.  

Maybe the only thing he knew about this Messiah was what he now saw, a beaten, 
slashed, nail-suspended preacher; his face crimson with blood, his bones peeking 
through torn flesh, his lungs gasping for air. Something, though, told him he had never 
been in better company. Somehow he realized that even though all he had was prayer, 
he had finally met the one to whom he should pray.  

“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom?” Not, “Remember how great I 
am,” or “all that I’ve done,” or “how many prayers I’ve prayed,” or anything else. A man 
as good as dead, and knowing that he’s guilty and powerless to save himself, makes his 
appeal by faith to the only one who can.  

Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth. Today you will be with me in paradise.” 

Mac Lucado said: 

I smile when I think of that. I smile because I know I don’t deserve a love like that. None 
of us do. When you get right down to it, any contribution that any of us make is pretty 
puny. All of us, even the purest of us, deserve heaven about as much as that crook did. 
All of us are signing on Jesus’ credit card, not our own. And it also makes me smile to 
think that there’s a grinning ex-con walking the golden streets who knows more about 
grace than a thousand theologians. 

No one else would have given him a prayer, but in the end that’s all he had. In the end 
that’s all it took. No wonder they call him the Savior, the Savior who saved us on a cross 
because we were powerless to save ourselves, a Savior who saved us on a cross 
because there was no other way.  

Paul said that some think a message like that makes no sense, but many of us know better. 
1 Corinthians 1, verse 18: 

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God.  

The power of God and the message of his cross that we’re remembering today when Jesus 
said, “This bread is my body, this cup is my blood. It’s given for you. So do this as often 
as you eat it in remembrance of me, the one who died for you on that cross.” 
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Father, we thank you today for this powerful message, a message that’s still saving people who 
believe it, who acknowledge like that thief how powerless we are, how guilty we are, and how 
much we need you to save us.  

As we come to this table may you have your way with us as we remember today the power of 
the cross, and we’ll thank you. In your precious name, Amen.  


