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October 20, 2013 
Matthew 16 

Pastor David Brickner 
 

Who is He? 
 
(Opens with video) 

Narrator: Hitting the streets of the Big Apple. It’s a Jews for Jesus tradition that began in 1974.  

David Brickner, Executive Director, Jews for Jesus: We come to New York to make the 
Messiahship of Jesus an unavoidable issue to our Jewish people. 

Narrator: While many New Yorkers are familiar with the ministry, the age-old question of “Who is 
Jesus?” remains controversial.  

Man on the Street: Jesus is not to be worshiped. Jesus was Jesus. That’s it. 

Woman on the Street: There’s no such thing as Jews for Jesus. It’s something that was made 
up . . . 

Narrator: Over 2,000 years ago, Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” 
Though the question is old, it remains relevant today. Who is he? 

David: That’s the most important question anyone can ever ask in this life. Who is Jesus? 

Jews for Jesus on the street: What’s your opinion? Who do you think Jesus was? Who do you 
think Jesus is? 

Woman on the Street: I can’t really tell if there is a Jesus or not. 

Jews for Jesus street ministry: Who do you think Jesus is? 

Woman on the Street: Messiah, Allah, Jehovah. God is one god, honey. 

Narrator: Not only do they ask the question, “Who is he?” They wear it. (T-shirts say in Hebrew 
and English “Who is he?”) Part of Jews for Jesus’ bold street ministry philosophy. 

Jews for Jesus street ministry: We’re fanatical in the sense that we believe strongly in what we 
believe. Do you believe in Jesus or who do you think he is? 

Man on the Street: I think Jewish is more into culture than anything else. It’s about being 
Jewish. It doesn’t mean anything more than that. 

Man on the Street: I don’t believe in you. Okay? Go away. 

Susan Perlman, Associate Executive Director, Jews for Jesus: If you can reach a hardened 
New Yorker and get him to think about a message that’s been around for 2,000 years, then you 
can reach anybody anywhere. 

Keilah, Campaigner, Jews for Jesus: One of our shirts has a scan barcode. Every now and then 
somebody will come up to you and say, “Hey, can I scan your shirt?” That’s great because that 
code goes to a movie. 

(Movie trailer begins) 

Hi, I’m Rachelle. 
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I’m Aaron. 

Rachelle: And you might be wondering what Jews for Jesus is all about . . . (Trailer 
ends) 

And they are able to know more about Jews for Jesus and know about the Messiah. 

Narrator: Whether in English, Hebrew, or even as a QR code on a T-shirt, the age-old question 
of “Who is Jesus?” remains controversial. 

Woman on the Street: I don’t believe in anything unless it’s Jesus Christ is my Savior. 

Jews for Jesus street ministry: Oh, are you born again? 

Woman on the Street: Oh, no, I’m not born again. I’m Baptist. 

Narrator: In order to be more transparent in their faith, Jews for Jesus held a public lecture 
series. Each week at the New York headquarters a young leader guided a forum on one of four 
related topics answering the question, “Who is he?” The Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6), the 
Pierced One (Zechariah 12:10), Risen Messiah (Psalms 16:10), and King of Glory (Psalm 24:8). 

Jews for Jesus: The Tuesday night lectures give us an opportunity to challenge a person that 
we’re talking to with the next step. Okay, you want some more information? You’re invited to 
come. I want you to have the opportunity to hear, to listen, and to ask questions. 

Jews for Jesus at lecture: Do you believe that Jesus is God? 

Attendee: Hi, I’m still, you know, I still have . . .   

Attendee: I have different Jewish friends, orthodox Jews, so to be able to relate the 
scripture to them is always a blessing. 

Attendee: Whatever Jesus is I want to be. I want to know what’s going on. 

Jews for Jesus: We’ve been having some rabbi’s that show up the last three weeks, and I think 
it’s great. It’s an opportunity to get a little bit deeper about why we believe in Messiah. 

Speaker at lecture: We have a Messiah who knows our suffering. By his piercing we can be 
healed. 

David: We have a wonderful group of young people here passionate about Christ, passionate 
about evangelism.  

Jews for Jesus street ministry: I really like having conversations about who Jesus is and why 
he’s so special. 

Jews for Jesus street ministry: My soul cries out and says, “I have to reach them and never 
should I give up.” 

Jews for Jesus street ministry: It’s awakening the Jewish community. If we don’t do it, who’s 
gonna do it? 

David: This is the future of Jewish missions. This is the future of Jews for Jesus. 

(Video ends) 

Thank you. Thank you very much. Shalom. That’s wonderful. It’s great to be back at Golden 
Hills. Thank you, Pastor Larry, for introducing me and thank you for that warm welcome. We 
have been partners here with you guys for many, many years, and it’s wonderful to be able to 
share what God is doing. In fact, just last month Jews for Jesus celebrated our 40th anniversary. 
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How do you like that? That’s pretty good. Forty is a biblical generation, so we’re doing a lot, as 
you can see from that film, to raise up the next generation. We still believe that it is in that 
younger movement that there is a tremendous passion to reach the world. We’re excited about 
what God is gonna continue to do. We’ve seen so much blessing in the first generation, I think 
the best is yet to come.  

Tomorrow I’m going to New York where that was filmed. Maybe you recognized the voice of the 
narrator, that was Stephen Baldwin of the Baldwin brothers. His older brother Alec is more 
famous, but Stephen is not only a movie star and a Hollywood guy, but he loves Jesus, and he 
loves Israel, and he loves Jews for Jesus, so he did that gratis for us. It’s won a number of 
awards for a documentary film. It’s exciting to see that God is continuing to raise up a new 
generation of Jews for Jesus. We want you to be a part of that.  

When you came in today, you should have received a card from Jews for Jesus. I’m gonna ask 
you to take that out right now. When we come, we know there are new folks here who don’t 
know about Jews for Jesus. Maybe to you “Jews for Jesus” sounds like “Vegetarians for Meat.” 
But we’re a ministry that loves to have friends to partner with us. We love to share more about 
the Jewish roots of your Christian faith in a way that I think enriches your understanding of 
God’s word. 

If you have this card, take it out, fold it a few times, and then go ahead and rip it because what I 
want to ask you to do is to take this smaller section and take it home with you today. We really 
need your prayers right now in Jews for Jesus because we’re about to face one of the biggest 
challenges that we’ll have in recent days. 

We have a ten year program that we’re going through Israel. Jesus said, “You’ll not finish 
going through the cities of Israel before the coming of the Son of Man.” Well, we’re in the 

middle of going through the cities of Israel. We’re gonna be in the Negev in the coming month, 
the desert where Beersheba is and Arad and some of these cities. Beersheba, of course, is 
where Abraham stayed. It’s still there. It’s one of the major cities in Israel, but it’s also a place 
where there are a lot of very religious Jews who are gonna oppose us and our efforts to preach 
the gospel. The way we have the courage to stand in the face of that kind of heated opposition 
is through the prayers of God’s people. So if you are really a prayer warrior, we need your 
prayers especially over this next month. 

There’s a place on this card, it says, “Today’s date.” It says, “I will pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem,” and then it says, “I especially want to remember to pray for” and then a blank. If you 
put “Negev” in that blank and remember to pray. Also, this larger part of the card -- for those of 
you who don’t get our newsletter, we want to send it to you. It’s a free newsletter that will really 
bless you. If you get it, check the box that says, “I already receive your newsletter.” What we 
want is for those of you that are gonna pray to fill out your email address because in the coming 
weeks we’re gonna be sending out prayer updates about what’s happening in real time so you 
can pray for the needs of that campaign. 

Also, we have a 40th anniversary, messianic Jewish art calendar. You know, the Jewish year 
starts in September. It’s just finished the first year, so you got not just 12 because it goes for 18 
months. We’d love to send that to you as well. Fill this card out and drop it at the literature table 
for Jews for Jesus in the lobby. We would love to send that to you. We’d love to keep you 
informed about what God is doing. At that table you’ll meet one of our young leaders who was 
featured in the film there, Jeremiah. If you don’t know who he is, he’s the guy with the Duck 
Dynasty beard. Look at some of the free literature that we have. Help yourself. There’s some 
not so free materials.  

For those of you who remember our founder, Moishe Rosen, he was an amazing man. We just 
came out for our 40th anniversary with this brand-new book. It’s called That’s Just Moishe: 
Collected Wisdom, Wit and Whimsy from the Founder of Jews for Jesus. It’s a great book. Stop 
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at the table and see what can be of use to you. Remember that all around the world in 14 
different countries we’re still out preaching the gospel just like you saw in that video in New York 
because we believe that the gospel is the power of God unto salvation. We believe that as we’re 
faithful to raise the testimony of the Lord Jesus that God provides divine appointments and not 
just for us but for anyone who will name his name. Who will ask the question, Who is Jesus?  

I can remember still the very first time I was on a summer witnessing campaign in New York. I 
was nervous. I was wearing my Jews for Jesus T-shirt, standing at the top of the entrance to the 
Roosevelt train station in Queens, New York, a very busy train station. Crowds of people 
coming up. All of a sudden this woman comes up. She looks at me and screams at the top of 
her lungs like she’d seen a ghost. I just stood there with my mouth hanging open then she burst 
into tears. I really didn’t know what -- they hadn’t trained me for this one. She composed herself 
and eventually explained that she had been going through a terrible time in her life, even 
considering suicide. One of her colleagues, a Christian at her work, had recognized her distress 
and had just given her a video about Jesus which she had watched the night before. She was 
strangely drawn to this person, but knowing that she was Jewish she couldn’t believe in him. So 
she prayed a prayer. She said, God, if this stuff is true about Jesus, you’re gonna need to bring 
me to a Jew who believes in him.” There I was the very next day. Hallelujah.  

Now, what did I do? I was just there. It’s what you call a divine appointment. We look for those. 
We’re eager to find them. If you’re willing to, God will give you that opportunity if you know him 
as well. You know, you might want to try this simple question, the question that we teach our 
volunteers. “Hey, can I ask you something? Who do you think Jesus is?” And just see what God 
will do in your life with that conversation. 

Now, Jews for Jesus didn’t come up with that question. Jesus did. If you have a Bible, I want to 
encourage you to turn with me to Matthew Chapter 16. It’s wonderful to be able to focus on the 
most basic thing. We’ve got a Global Outreach Sunday here at Golden Hills to focus on 
evangelism and on the gospel. Who is Jesus? Matthew Chapter 16, we’re just gonna read 
verses 13 through 17 you can see up on the screen here. 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?” 

14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah 
or one of the prophets.” 

15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are (the Moshia, the Christ) the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.” 

17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to 
you by man, but by my Father in heaven.”  

What a delightful story. I think it’s first of all important for us to note where this exchange took 
place because Jesus chose the backdrop I think very specifically. Caesarea Philippi is a place in 
the northern area of Israel, right at the foot of Mount Hermon, which is the only place you can go 
skiing in Israel today. It’s a tourist site because if you see, there is an ancient cave that marked 
this spot all the way back to the time of the Canaanite period. In fact, the Canaanites called this 
area “Baal-Hermon.”  

You remember the Canaanites worshiped Baals, the gods of the rivers and the mountains. Well, 
this Mount Hermon is the tallest mountain peak in the whole area, so they believed that this 
cave at the foot of the mountain was sacred to Baal-Hermon, the god of the mountain. (Slide 1) 
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That’s where they worship. You can go and peer in that cave and see some of the ancient altars 
and artifacts that go all the way back to that period.  

Now, when Alexander the Great conquered this region, took it from the Canaanites, he renamed 
it Banias. Banias is kinda like the Arabic way of pronouncing the god Pan, which the Greeks 
worshiped and believed that this place was sacred for the worship of Pan. Some of you might 
remember seeing as you studied Greek mythology that goat footed, flute playing, little god. 
That’s who they believe this place -- and you can see some of the statues and relics of that 
Greek worship in that cave. There was a little river that flowed through there. It’s not there 
anymore. It’s outside the cave – you can see that river. But they thought that river was 
mystically connected to the ancient mythological river Styx, so the Greeks worshiped there. 

Then the Romans, of course, they captured it from the Greeks, and what did they call it? They 
called it Caesarea Philippi, what it’s named here Matthew 16, because, of course, they used this 
as a place to worship the Caesar who was then over that place. Caesar, of course, claimed 
himself to be the son of God and demanded worship. So, here is a region of Israel that was well 
known for its varied truth claims throughout history. Jesus chose that place to ask this most 
pointed question. As we see in the text, the disciples were well aware. “What’s the buzz? Take 
a poll. Let me know. What’s going on? What’s being said about me out there?” 

The disciples, they knew. They said, “Well, you know, some people say you’re John the Baptist. 
Some say Elijah, Jeremiah.” Lots of opinions about who Jesus is. If you go out in the world 
today, global outreach, all around the world there are different opinions. Jesus is the most 
celebrated and well-known person in all of human history, and there are so many different 
opinions about who Jesus is. We certainly confront that in our own ministry in Jews for Jesus. 
When we ask this question, some people will say, “Well, Jesus was a good man.” That’s the 
most common answer you’re gonna get from Jewish people. “He was a good man.” Of course, 
what they mean really by that is that he was “just” a good man and no more. Some will say, “He 
was a great rabbi.” “Rabbi” means “teacher.”  

I like to say, “Oh, really? You think he was a good teacher. Have you read anything that he 
taught?” Most have not, but of course the Bible is God’s strategy for getting his word into 
people’s minds and hearts. “You consider yourself to be a well-read person and you think Jesus 
is a good teacher, but you’ve never read anything that he taught. Don’t you think you should?” 

Many times people will say, “Well, yeah. I guess I should.” 

Well, then I go, “Here, here take this gospel of John and go read it and tell me what you think 
about it.” Try it. Keep a few gospels around and see if you can challenge somebody to read and 
find out who Jesus said he was. Maybe it will shape their opinion differently.  

More often than not, however, people will say, “What difference does it make?” Especially on 
college campuses, the cynicism of our postmodern world, “Why do I care about who Jesus is?” 

Well, you know, just bringing the subject up challenges us to -- whether or not the gospel is 
relevant -- should people care? Well, yes, they should. Jesus is the answer to every question 
that people have. He meets the needs of every needy person in this world today.  

Back in the 70s there was a black preacher named Tom Skinner. Some of you might remember 
him. He used to come up and approach the pulpit and he’d grab it and say, “Christ is the 
answer.” People would nod their head. He’d come back and he’d say, “I said, Christ is the 
answer!” 

People would go, “Oh, Amen. Amen.” 
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“Christ is the answer! Amen! Well, what’s the question?” He actually wrote a book, it was a 
bestseller, If Christ is the Answer What’s the Question?  

In order to get to the questions of the heart, we need to be willing to ask a question of our own. 
Jesus did. He didn’t just leave it to, “What do people say about me?” He said, “Okay, that’s 
good. You know what people say, but who do you say that I am?” Make it personal.  

“Who do you think Jesus is?” 

Notice how Peter answered, “You are the Christ, you are the Son of the living God.” 

“That’s the right answer, Peter.” Jesus didn’t say, “Hey, Peter, you’re smarter than the 
average guy. Good for you. You figured it out.” He said, “Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah, because flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in 
heaven.” 

First of all, on Global Outreach Sunday, we do we really believe that people are blessed if they 
are able to say that? That’s the greatest blessing in the world to acknowledge Jesus the 
Messiah. I hope we do. But secondly, I want you to notice that Jesus said, “Blessed are you 
because flesh and blood has not revealed this to you.”  

One of the most liberating facts for me as a missionary is that it’s not my responsibility to 
persuade anybody, to convince people, to argue people into the kingdom of God. You can’t do 
it. Only the Holy Spirit opens people’s minds and hearts to the truth. All God wants from us is to 
be willing to say, “Hey, can I ask you a question?” 

William Wilberforce, who was a great parliamentarian, really turned the whole tide against the 
slave trade in England. You probably heard his story in Amazing Grace. William Wilberforce had 
what he called “launchers” that is ways to start questions that would lead to a spiritual 
conversation. He wrote down the name of every single person in his life who needed Jesus, and 
he figured out a way, based upon what he knew about that person, to ask them a question that 
would lead to a conversation about Jesus. I think that’s amazing, but we’ll start much more 
simple with Jesus’ question here. In fact, we teach our staff and volunteers when they’re just 
getting ready to go out this very simple what we call the proposal statement. “Can I ask you 
something?” 

“Sure.” 

“Who do you think Jesus is?” 

And you’ll get one of these answers, “Well, Jesus was a good man.” And you can agree with 
that, Jesus was a good man. So we say, “Yes, that’s true. Jesus was a good man, but he was 
much more than that. You see, the Bible says that he was the Son of God and that he came to 
die for your sins and for mine. Incredibly, he rose again from the grave according to the 
Scriptures. Do you believe that?” And then sit back and watch and see where the conversation 
goes.  

You see, that’s the gospel according to Paul in 1 Corinthians 15 verse 3. That’s the gospel. You 
give the gospel, that’s the power of God unto salvation, and then watch and see what the Holy 
Spirit does and be prepared to answer and to engage. 

I remember once I took a young missionary out onto the streets for the first time having just 
taught him that very simple proposal statement. We went to Union Square in downtown San 
Francisco. I said, “Okay, go pick somebody up out of the crowd and do it.” 
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I watched, and he went up and found one of these guys who’s like a leftover from the 60s. He 
had long hair, skinny jeans, and brown suede jacket with the strings on it, cowboy boots, 
cowboy hat. So my friend walked up to him and he said, “Sir, can I ask you a question?” 

“Sure, man.” 

“Who do you think Jesus is?” 

“Jesus, wow. Jesus was a cosmic cowboy from outer space.”  

My missionary’s eyes got real big and he said, “That’s true. Jesus was a cosmic cowboy from 
outer space, but he’s much more than that.”  

So we all start somewhere on our journey, but it’s a wonderful opening to a conversation that 
God can use in our lives, and it is controversial. Once I asked the man on the streets of Tel 
Aviv, “Who do you think Jesus is?” 

His answer was, “You’re a false prophet, and you’re leading Israel astray. I’m gonna pray a 
curse on you.” Talk about not being trained to deal with that one. He said, “You can pray a curse 
on me and we’ll see whose prayer is more powerful.”  

Well, God will give you the words to say. I didn’t have them in my mind, but here’s what came 
out of my mouth. “Sir, you can pray a curse on me, but I’m gonna pray a blessing on you that 
you come to know Jesus.” That was God’s Spirit giving me those words because that’s what the 
Scriptures say, “When your enemy curses, bless and curse not.”  

So he began to pray this curse on me in Hebrew right on that street in downtown Tel Aviv, and I 
began to pray in English. I can assure you the first thing I prayed for was protection from his 
curse, but then I did pray that God would bless him with the truth of who Jesus is. He walked 
away, and eventually I forgot about it, but a few days later I was with a whole team of our staff 
and volunteers and we went to the beach to do some beach evangelism.  

We pulled into the parking lot, these two van loads of Jews for Jesus staff, on either side of this 
little subcompact car. We got in our T-shirts, you know, all milling around. I just happened to 
look in the windshield of this little car. There, staring out at me, eyes as big as saucers, was this 
guy who had prayed the curse on me a few days before. I looked at him, and he looked at me. I 
think he must’ve thought we tracked him down or something because the door the car flew 
open. He literally ran out of that parking lot like he was being haunted, which he was, by the 
Holy Ghost. I believe that that was no coincidence. I believe that was a divine appointment. God 
was answering my prayer and giving this man another opportunity to be confronted with the 
question “Who is Jesus?” because he saw us there. He saw us there. God will do that.  

I want you to think as we’re here together today about someone in your life who you’d like to ask 
that question for. At the end we’re gonna pray together, each of us, for that person and see 
what God does. 

You know, when Peter answered that question he had certain expectations about the Messiah. 
Jewish people were waiting for the Messiah. They were under the thumb of Roman occupation, 
so they wanted more than anything in the world for there to be peace.  

We did a survey recently of Israeli felt needs, and peace was still the #1 felt need of Israelis 
today. You can understand why if you read the newspapers, right? So when Peter said, “You 
are the Messiah.” He was thinking I’m sure about the promise of Isaiah in Isaiah Chapter 9 
verse 6: 

For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
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    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, (Sar Shalom) Prince of Peace. 

And yet look at the world that we’re living in. When I’m in debates with rabbis or Jewish leaders 
they’ll say, “Yeah, you believe in Jesus? If Jesus is the Messiah, why is there no peace? The 
Messiah is supposed to bring peace. Where’s the peace?”  It’s a good question, isn’t it? The 
answer depends on what kind of peace you’re looking for because, you see, from a human 
perspective, peace is simply the absence of strife, the stoppage of conflict. Oh, we want peace, 
but we don’t want peace to begin where peace needs to begin and that is in the heart. That’s 
where we need peace more than anything in the world.  

I say, “That’s where Jesus brought peace. He came to bring peace between God and man. He 
is coming again to bring peace on the earth, but in the meantime, for those who call upon him 
as Messiah, we have peace in the place we need it the most.” 

We’re living in a world that is full of uncertainty and turmoil and conflict. People are worried 
about their 401(k)’s. They’re worried about whether they’re gonna see their next paycheck or 
not. They’re worried about all kinds of things. They need to know the very relevancy of the 
Prince of Peace who will come and in a very profound way touch their lives. He will give peace 
that passes understanding. You see, it’s not based upon what we think of when we think of 
peace. The shalom of God is that full orbed presence that God is with us in the midst of the 
most difficult circumstances to give us quiet peace. He is the calm in the midst of life’s storms. 

When he walked the face of this earth, Jesus said to this roiling sea of Galilee, “Shalom. 
Peace. Be still,” the wind and the waves obeyed him. Jesus is still calming the hearts of men 

and women today. He breathes shalom into our lives when we welcome him in, and that’s good 
news. Christ is the answer. Let’s believe it. 

Peter would have found out that this Messiah that he was proclaiming there at Caesarea Philippi 
was a little bit more complex than just his hopes and his aspirations. He would discover soon 
that Isaiah who promised the Prince of Peace also promised one would suffer. He would be the 
Pierced One. This is an amazing chapter. If you’ve never read Isaiah Chapter 53, just 12 
verses, verse 5 says:  

But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 
    and by his wounds we are healed. 

The fact that the Messiah was going to come and suffer and die went against the hopes of so 
many, and yet it was so necessary because through the sacrifice of the Messiah, sin would be 
atoned for. Through the suffering of the Prince of Peace, God would bring reconciliation. It was 
only in that way that it could happen. Oftentimes I’ll read this chapter to a Jewish person I’m 
trying to share the gospel with, but I won’t tell him where it’s from. I’ll say, “Let me read this 
passage from the Bible, and you tell me you think it’s talking about.” 

They listen and they go, “Oh, yeah, well that’s Jesus, but you’re reading from the New 
Testament.” 

“Ah, no, Isaiah was a nice Jewish boy who wrote 700 years before Jesus ever walked the earth. 
This is a supernatural prophecy about the Messiah who would come and be the Pierced One 
and through his suffering bring forgiveness of sin and reconciliation.” But it’s so much more than 
that because we live in a world that’s full of suffering. People’s lives have been shriveled and 
broken and shaped by the suffering and they don’t know what to do with it. I don’t think there’s a 
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person in this room whose life hasn’t in one way or another been impacted by pain, by loss, by 
suffering. You see, the fact that we have a Messiah who knows our pain, who experienced our 
suffering for us means that we have someone we can go to and find help in time of need. 

I met a woman on the streets of New York who was in profound pain. She came up to me in 
front of Macy’s department store and began screaming, “How can you do this!” You should be 
ashamed of yourself. Do you know what you’re doing? Does your mother know you’re doing 
this?” And then she spat out words that cut like a knife. She said, “You’re trying to complete the 
work that Hitler began.” She rolled up the sleeve of her dress to show me numbers on her arm.  

Ruth is a survivor of Auschwitz of the Holocaust. I understood her pain and there was so little 
that I could really say to her. She left, but several weeks later I was giving a message at the 
Friday evening service at our Jews for Jesus office there in New York, and who comes through 
the back door but Ruth. I recognized her but I couldn’t quite remember where we had met, so 
after the service I approached her and she reminded me where we had met. I said, “All right, 
Ruth, so what are you doing here?”  

She said, “I have an open mind.” Imagine that. She did. She kept coming back every week. 
What a privilege it was for me one Friday night to pray with Ruth to receive Jesus and to 
actually see visibly the transformation that took place as the pain of her own torment began to 
melt away in the love of God and the grace that she found in his Messiah. That suffering servant 
suffered to help us in the midst of our pain. Christ is the answer.  

Peter discovered certainly that Jesus didn’t stay dead. He rose again. He’s not just the Pierced 
One, but he’s the risen Messiah. David predicted hundreds of years before Jesus ever came 
this very truth in Psalm 16 verse 10, “Because you will not abandon me to the grave nor will you 
let your Holy One see decay.” An amazing prophecy that the rabbis will say, “Well, David is just 
talking about himself.” 

“Oh really? Do you think David called himself Ha-Kadosh, The Holy One? I don’t think so.” 
David knew, “In sin did my mother conceive me.” David knew in the Psalms about his own 
sinfulness, but he was talking about the Messiah. That’s why Peter, when he understood it on 
the day of Pentecost in Acts Chapter 2, he preached from this very passage. He said, “Go and 
find the grave where Jesus is buried. David’s grave is right here outside of the city, but Jesus is 
alive. Because of that, we too will live forever if we believe in him.”  

That’s a wonderful truth about the gospel that we need to preach, the resurrection. It’s so much 
an important part, just as important as Jesus died. The fact that he rose again from the grave 
demonstrates the fact that the great power of God can enliven us and give us hope for the 
future. That’s a hope that we need because we are living in a culture of death, and we are 
surrounded by death. People are afraid of death, and yet we do everything that we can to 
escape the impact of its reality.  

This came home to me very profoundly. Once I was on a flight from London back to San 
Francisco. A man in the seat behind me on the plane began having trouble breathing. They 
called the flight attendant. She had oxygen. It didn’t help. They called for a doctor. A doctor and 
several nurses starting tending to him. I had to get up from my seat. I was praying for him by the 
bulkhead, but the pilot came on said, “We need to make a landing due to a medical emergency.” 
Of course, I knew which emergency they were talking about. I can still in my mind hear the 
sounds of the doctor desperately trying to save this man, the chest compressions, air being 
forced from his lungs. Well, we never landed in Calgary because he died right there on that 
plane.  

I can still hear the sound of his wife wailing as they led her to another part of the plane. The 
flight attendants are well trained for this. They pulled the blanket up over his head, and we 
continued on to San Francisco. We were all in shock in that cabin. Then the lights came on and 
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the flight attendants started coming down the aisle with those silver carts, you know, serving 
lunch. I’m thinking to myself, “How can we have lunch after what we’d just seen,” and yet we 
did. That’s what the flight attendants are trained to do to get our minds off of it.  

That flight for me is a metaphor of this world we live in hurtling through time and space 
surrounded by the reality of death and doing everything that we can to escape that grim reality. 
But the fact is that that reality doesn’t have to be grim if we know Jesus who rose again from the 
grave and with whom we will rise again. “O, death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory?” This is a relevant message for us. This is what global missions is all about. This gospel 
is good news for people today if you believe it. Amen.  

There’s so many other things that we can say about Jesus. His Messiahship is so profound, but 
I’ll just mention one more. One other prediction about this coming one that David made in the 
Psalms, “This risen Messiah is going to be none other than the King of glory” Psalm 24 verse 
10. In fact, David kind of preempted Jesus’ question here in Matthew 16,  

(Slide 2) Melech HaKavod?” “Who is he, the King of glory?” And then the answer? The LORD. 
All capitals L-O-R-D, that’s Jehovah, Yahweh. So the Messiah is God himself. He’s strong. He’s 
mighty in battle. That’s who the King is.  

What’s the relevancy of that for us here in this republic we call the United States of America? 
We don’t pay attention to kings, do we, unless they’re getting married in Westminster Chapel or 
something? Well, you know, I think it’s a recognition that in the heart of every human being is a 
desperate cry for authentic leadership. We’ve had some struggles in our own country of late 
with authentic leadership in Washington. We all want it. Most people don’t know how to get it, 
but the Bible tells us that Jesus is the King of glory. He’s the one who when he makes a promise 
he keeps it.  

While we are thankful that we live in the West where there is freedom, we who know Jesus 
should be longing for the benevolent dictatorship of the Messiah and Savior of the world 
because he is the one who meets the deepest need for authentic leadership in the human heart. 
When we bend the knee and bow to him and acknowledged him as the Messiah, as Peter did 
this day in Caesarea Philippi, we gain the kind of leadership that no human being will ever be 
able to provide.  

Christ is the answer for every single question. Let’s reaffirm our confidence and faith in that 
reality, not just for Global Missions Sunday but each and every day. Let’s pray.  

A while ago I asked you think of somebody in your life who needs Jesus. I want to ask you right 
now as we conclude to pray for them. 

Lord, the names of these people are on our hearts and lips. Their faces are in our mind’s eye. 
They need you. We pray for their salvation, but we do more than that, Lord, we pray for 
ourselves. We pray, God, that you would give us an opportunity to simply raise the name of 
Jesus in conversation with them and give you the opportunity to use us to accomplish your 
purposes.  

Lord, we pray for any who might be here today who have yet to say, as Peter did, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” May they experience the same blessing that you 
pronounced over Peter so long ago. May we, your people who are here today, and may the 
missionaries that are part of this church around the world today, be reaffirmed in our confidence 
in the truth of the gospel that Christ is the answer to every question, to every need. May we 
boldly proclaim him in the way we live and in the way we speak. Bashem Yeshua (In the name 
of Jesus). Amen.  

May God bless you. 
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