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November 10, 2013 
Testing the Spirits 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Testing the Spirits 
 
If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to 1 John Chapter 4. 
We’re gonna be looking at a passage today that I can assure you Satan himself does not want 
you to hear. This is a passage about testing the spirits. There are many false teachers in the 
world today. They’re writing books. They’re bestsellers. They’re on TV. They’re coming knocking 
on your door, and good Christian people are being led astray by many of these teachings just as 
they were in John's day. In fact, the cults out there target Christian churches because they're 
looking for people who are spiritually minded but not necessarily well grounded in the word and 
do not know what questions to ask or even how to discern whether or not what they're hearing 
is true or false. 

Those same things were going on in John's day, which is why he wrote this section of 1 John 
Chapter 4 about testing the spirits. This is the way he put it in 1 John 4 verse 1: 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can 
recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come 
in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from 
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is 
already in the world. 
4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in 
you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore 
speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God, 
and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. 
This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Lord, these words are more significant than we know, and the simplicity of them is a great 
safeguard for us. I pray today, God, that as these words are spoken they will be words truly 
spoken by you, that you will help us to know with certainty that we have believed the truth and 
tested the spirits and that we are following God. 

Thank you, God, for all that you’ll show us today. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

This last week my daughter, Kimie, told me about a new trend she read about that was going on 
at tanning salons. I don’t go to tanning salons very often. In fact, I don’t know that I’ve ever been 
to one, but one of the things they're doing now is selling ski goggles. You see, right now you can 
have the appearance of being a ski bum or a ski bunny without actually going to the slopes. So 
many people were doing this, coming in wearing ski goggles, that the tanning salons are 
learning, “We can make money off of this.” They are starting to sell a line of ski goggles at the 
tanning shop. You can put them on, get your tan, take them off, have the ring of white around 
your eyeballs with your face tan and convince everybody that you’ve been on the slopes all 
weekend when in fact you never went. 

You know, when I read about that I thought, “How fitting for our world today where people want 
to have the appearance of something without actually being that thing.” I thought, “How would 
you know if you were talking to somebody who was a real ski bum or a real ski bunny who had 
really been on the slopes that weekend or you’re talking to someone who just visited their local 
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tanning salon. Well, as always, if you know the right questions to ask and you know the right 
answers you can find out right away the truth from the false. Just ask them, “What equipment do 
you use? Where did you go? What were the conditions like? What did you encounter there? 
Who were you with?” It’s very quick. A guy that knows skiing will know right away these people 
weren’t on the slopes at all. They were at their local tanning booth. 

You see, if you know the right questions and the right answers you can always tell the truth from 
the false. The same thing is true when it comes to knowing whether or not what you are seeing 
and hearing about God is real. If you know the right questions to ask and you know the right 
answers to those questions then you won't be deceived. Satan is counting on the fact that you 
will never know what questions to ask.  

John warned these early believers to test the spirits because not everyone who claims to speak 
for God is the real deal. He said in verse 1: 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 

The word “to test” is just what you thought “to prove it.” So you ask the right questions you get 
the right answers to find out what you’re listening to is true. You do this, John said, “because 
many false prophets have gone out into the world.”  

You see, then as now, there are many false religions, false teachers, false prophets who are 
intentionally and unintentionally leading millions of people astray. There are mainline 
denominations who no longer believe the essentials of Christ’s deity, his atoning sacrifice, or his 
literal resurrection. There are somewhere between 1,500 and 3,000 cults active in America 
today, many of which claim to be versions of Christianity but they are proclaiming a false Jesus 
and a worthless system of works salvation.  

There is also growing New Age spirituality in our country advanced by best-selling authors and 
TV personalities like Deepak Chopra and James Redfield, Eckardt Tolle, and Paulo Coelho, 
Neale Donald Walsch, and Oprah Winfrey, and Elizabeth Gilbert, and the list goes on and on. 
Each of these false prophets is offering a different version of God -- all equally valid by the way -
-  and a heaven that everyone eventually goes to. Man, not God is the center and focus of these 
false teachers who convince people that whatever they believe is true, that there is no hell 
except the one we create on earth, and man is basically good so there is really no need for a 
Savior. In John’s day, these prophets were called the Gnostics.  

Gnosticism is a word taken from the Greek word for “knowledge.” It's a heretical philosophy that 
attacks the deity of Christ, his incarnation, his sinless life, his atoning sacrifice, his victorious 
resurrection. There are many forms and offshoots of Gnosticism that are alive today and at the 
heart of much of the false teaching.  

Gnostics believed that they had a superior knowledge through science, intellectualism, divine 
revelation, that rendered the Bible and the apostolic teaching obsolete. These false teachers 
were in the churches and eventually left seeking to get many people to follow after them. John 
wrote this letter to expose them and to keep those who followed the true Jesus from following 
after them and so that they could know with certainty that they really belonged to God.  

You see, of the many evidences that John gives to assure these believers, one of the most 
assuring ones he already taught us was that if you believe, you will obey God. And when you 
see yourself obeying God, you can be sure that you really belong to him. Do you remember? 
1 John 3 verse 21: 

Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and 
receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what 
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pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
and to love one another as he commanded us. 

Then he said: 
24 Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know 
that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.  

Well, if we are to have this assurance through the Spirit he gave us, then how do you know that 
the spirit that you are following is the spirit of God? John said, “You have to test the spirits.” 
Notice John didn't say, “Test the people.” He said, “Test the spirits” because John understood 
the people are simply an instrument through which the Spirit of God can speak or the spirit of 
falsehood can speak. So what you're really testing is the spirits who are speaking to you 
through these people.  

John knew there were two spirits who seek to use people to proclaim their message, the Spirit 
of God or the spirit of Satan - the Spirit of truth or the spirit of falsehood. That's why John tells 
these people, “We can live with certainty that we follow the truth when we have tested the 
spirits.” 

How do we test them? By knowing what the spirits are saying about Jesus and by knowing to 
whom the spirits are listening. We test the spirits by knowing what they're saying about Jesus. 
John put it like this in verse 1: 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can 
recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come 
in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from 
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is 
already in the world. 

Discerning truth is not hard when you know what to ask.  

They are always coming to our door, false prophets. Whether it's the clean-cut, white-shirted, 
black-tied elders of the Mormon church who are rarely over 22 or 23 years old; or the nicely 
dressed, pleasant-appearing women going door-to-door with the Jehovah's Witnesses; or a host 
of other cults and false religions who come offering hope, Jesus, salvation, and eternal life.  

In the early days when I was a Christian, I didn’t know who any of these groups were. When 
they would come to the door I would simply ask, “Do you believe in Jesus?”  

Of course, they would tell me what? “Of course we believe in Jesus. We’re Christians,” without 
knowing that they had a totally different definition of Jesus, a totally different definition of the 
Christian terms, and a totally different source from which they were speaking. Over time I 
learned that when people come to the door or you read something in a book or you hear 
something on TV, you can’t ask him, “Do you believe in Jesus?” That's not gonna work.  

They will almost always say, “Yes, of course we do.” 

By the way, we are reminded in the Scriptures even the demons believe in Jesus. The question 
that always makes things clearer is when you ask them, “Who is Jesus?” Not whether you 
believe in him, but “Who is he?”  

Now, they hem and haw around or come back with anything less than he is God come in the 
flesh, born of a virgin, lived a sinless life, went to the cross and died there for our sins, was 
buried in a tomb, rose again the third day victorious, reigns today as King of Kings and Lord of 
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Lords, is coming again, he is the way the truth and the life, the only way to God. If they hem and 
haw around and come out with anything less than that, you are talking to a false prophet. 

The apostle John would agree. John said, “You can test the spirits by what they say about 
Jesus.” He said in verse 1: 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can 
recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come 
in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from 
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is 
already in the world. 

John said that there are two spirits who speak through the mouth of people, the Spirit of Christ 
and the spirit of the antichrist. The Spirit of Christ will always speak the biblical truth of the deity 
of Christ, his atoning sacrifice, resurrection, exaltation, and glorification. He is the only way to 
God, but the spirit of the antichrist never will do that. They may use similar terms, but the spirit 
of the antichrist will always seek to deceive. It'll always be distorted in some way. It will be Jesus 
plus something else that's needed for salvation.  

The spirit of antichrist is any voice, teaching person, who is against Christ or seeks to be a 
substitute for Christ because in fact that's what the word “antichrist” means. It means “to 
oppose” or “instead of.” Satan doesn't care which one. He doesn’t care if people oppose Christ 
or just simply follow a false Christ because the result is the same, eternal damnation.  

John had already warned people about the antichrist spirit that was already in the world. This 
antichrist spirit that comes from the evil one is preparing the way for the ultimate person of the 
antichrist who will be revealed in the future. You remember, John had already spoken about this 
in 1 John Chapter 2 verse 18 when he said: 

Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, 
even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 19 They 
went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, 
they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to 
us. 

These are the people that came out from John's churches. It’s interesting today to see how 
many cultists, how many false teachers, how many other aberrant religions are started by 
people who had their origins in some version of Christianity, but they have rejected that. 
Verse 20: 

But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 21 I do not 
write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and 
because no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that 
Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son. 
23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the 
Father also. 
24 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also 
will remain in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is what he promised us—even 
eternal life. 

John said, “Many antichrists have come, many who oppose Christ, many who seek to provide 
an alternative. The spirit of the antichrist is in the world working right now preparing the world for 
the arrival of the man of lawlessness the embodiment of Satan himself. This person will seek to 
eradicate the worship of Jesus, established himself as God, be hailed as the true Messiah, take 
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his seat in the rebuilt temple at Jerusalem, and destroy all who refuse to worship him. This man 
is coming.” As Jesus was the embodiment of God himself so this man will be the embodiment of 
Satan himself.  

Paul, writing to the church at Thessalonica in 2 Thessalonians Chapter 2 verse 1 said: 

Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask 
you, brothers, 2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report, or 
letter supposed to have come from us saying that the day of the Lord has already come. 
3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion 
occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4 He will 
oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that 
he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.  

That man is coming, and the spirit behind that man is already in the world. This guy, this 
antichrist is gonna make Hitler look like a rookie when it comes to evil. He’ll deceive many 
people, and they will follow him as Messiah, both Jews and Gentiles alike. They will be deceived 
because they refused to love the truth. Paul went on to say in 2 Thessalonians 2 verse 9: 

The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in 
all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs, and wonders, 10 and in every sort of evil that 
deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth 
and so be saved. 11 For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will 
believe the lie 12 and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but 
have delighted in wickedness.  

John said in Chapter 4 verse 1: 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can 
recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come 
in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from 
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is 
already in the world. 

John told them that every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is from 
God. That word “acknowledge” is the word “confess.” When you hear someone confessing that 
they agreed with the things that God is saying about his Son, that the word of God is declaring 
about Jesus, that the apostles and the prophets have testified to, when you hear the truth about 
who Jesus is, you know you're listening to the Spirit of God.  

Not only by what the Spirit says about Jesus, but we test the spirits by knowing what voice the 
spirits are listening to. John put it like this in verse 4: 

You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in 
you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore 
speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God, 
and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. 
This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

There are all sorts of voices that people are listening to, and most people who listen to them 
claim that it's God speaking. Some of these come into the national spotlight, and they give more 
credence to the voice because of the people that they are. One of those is a guy named Carlos 
Santana. I believe Carlos Santana is about 66 years old. He is still singing, one of the great rock 
Latin guitarists to ever come along. Around 2000 he wrote a new album called “Supernatural.” 
What’s significant about it, it has some of the songs inspired by what God is saying to Carlos 
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Santana. There was an article in Rolling Stone some years ago. I don't read the magazine, but I 
got this excerpt from it telling about Santana’s spirituality which is so typical of so many today. 
Listen to this. The details may be different, but the principle is the same: 

His meditation spot is in front of the fireplace. A card with the word “Metatron” is spelled 
out in intricately painted picture letters lying on the floor next to the fireplace. Metatron is 
an angel. 

Santana has been in regular contact with him since 1994. Carlos will sit here facing the 
wall, the candles lit. He has a yellow legal pad at one side ready for the communications 
that will come. “It's kinda like a fax machine,” he says.  

There are few conversations with Santana that don't lead to the discussion of angels or 
of the spiritual radio through which music comes. Santana has been increasingly 
engaged by angels since the day in 1988 when he picked up a book on the subject at 
the Milwaukee airport.  

“It's an enormous peace,” he said. “A few times I felt the presence in the room. My reality 
is that God speaks to you every day. There's an inner voice, and when you hear it you 
get a little tingle in your medulla oblongata at the back of your neck, a little shiver. At 
2:00 in the morning everything is really quiet and you meditate. You got the candles, you 
got the incense, you’ve been chanting, and all of a sudden you hear this voice, ‘Write 
this down.’ It's just an inner voice, and you trust it. That voice will never take you to the 
desert.”  

I have no doubt that there’s a voice speaking to Carlos Santana, but it's not God's voice. How 
much better would any of us do if an angel appeared at night at the foot of your bed or next to 
your fireplace or somewhere else and began speaking to you a word? How would you know 
whether that was an angel from heaven or an angel from hell? 

People, God has given us a security in the fact that when God speaks he will never send a 
contradictory message – ever. God's voice will always be consistent with his revealed word 
given to us in the Scriptures. So if an angel appears at the head of your bed, or someone 
knocks on your door to tell you a message, or you read it in a book, or you hear it on a television 
show, or you hear it preached from this pulpit, if it doesn't square with the word of God it’s 
bogus -- period.  

It's one of the reasons that I teach out of the word verse by verse so that anybody here can see 
what’s being taught and its source. John told these believers that there are not only two spirits 
that must be tested, there are two voices as well. He said in verse 4: 

4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in 
you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore 
speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God, 
and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. 
This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

Two spirits: the Spirit of Christ and the spirit of the antichrist. Two voices: the voice of God and 
the voice of the world. The voice of God is his revealed word in the Scriptures. The voice of the 
world is anything that contradicts that. God will never speak a word to your mind or heart that 
will contradict the word he’s already given through the apostles and the prophets. That's why he 
said in verse 6: 

We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God 
does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of 
falsehood. 
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John had already written to remind people that the word he preached was the word that he 
didn’t make up; it was the word that he and they had received from the beginning. You 
remember, 1 John 2 verse 7, “Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old 
one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have 
heard.” 

We learned in that section in 1 John that the word “beginning” doesn't mean “start.” The word 
“beginning” means “source or origin.” In other words, John is saying, “These are the words that 
had their origin in the source of God himself.” The Gnostics and the false teachers were 
proclaiming a message that came from another source, from another world. It was espousing 
the world's wisdom. It was not from God. John said, “You who listen to us, you’ll be listening to 
the very words of Jesus, and God will give you an anointing that would help to affirm to you that 
what you are reading and what you are hearing is truth because it will square with the 
Scriptures. The Spirit of God will confirm that in you.” First John 2 verse 20, John said: 

But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 21 I do not 
write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and 
because no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It’s the man who denies that 
Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son. 
23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the 
Father also. 
24 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also 
will remain in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is what he promised us—eternal life. 

The people who come to your door will tell you they are serving the Father, but they will have a 
different Jesus. When you confront them on that, they will say, “Well, we serve our father who is 
God.”  

I'm saying, “You can't be serving God of the Bible who is your Father because if you have a 
false Jesus you're not only denying Christ you are denying the Father.” You can take them right 
there where God shows it to them in 1 John 2. Then if you really want to get the conversation 
interesting you tell them that they are being used as the voice of the spirit of the antichrist. That 
will really pick up the conversation at the door.  

“If you listen to the false teachers, you will be listening to the voice of the world,” John said. “But 
if you listen and obey the Scriptures, you will be listening to the voice of God. God's word that 
you heard from us, is the word you heard from the beginning, the word we ourselves got from 
Jesus Christ.”  

That's why when John started out this letter, he reminded people of where he had gotten his 
message, 1 John 1 verse 1. You remember? 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim 
concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we 
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We 
proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship 
with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write 
this to make our joy complete. 

John said, “Look, we didn’t make this up. We got it from Jesus himself, straight from his mouth. 
We saw him. We touched him. We handled him. We saw his death. We saw his burial. We saw 
his resurrection.” That's why you could not be an apostle, you could not be a bearer of God's  
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word or to write it if you had not personally encountered the risen Jesus Christ and seen him 
with your eyes. Those men affirmed the Old Testament and the New Testament. We got it from 
Jesus.”  

It’s the same source that Peter had, you remember? Second Peter 1 verse 16: 

We didn’t follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he received honor 
and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, 
saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard 
this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 
19 We have the word the prophets made more certain, and you’d do well to pay attention 
to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises 
in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came 
about by the prophet’s own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will 
of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

That's who Paul had as a source. You remember when he wrote to the Galatian church in 
Galatians 1 verse 6? He said: 

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of 
Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently 
some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of 
Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the 
one we preached to you, let them be eternally condemned! 9 As we have already said, 
so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you 
accepted, let them be eternally condemned! 
10 Am I now trying to win the approval of men or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If 
I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ. 
11 I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preach is not something that man made 
up. 12 I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by 
revelation from Jesus Christ. 

John told them that there are those who are listening to the voice of God and those who are 
listening to the voice of the world. You who have listened to the voice of God have overcome 
the world. Verse 4: 

You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in 
you is greater than the one who is in the world.  

“You haven't succumbed to the world's deceptions,” John said, “because you don't listen to the 
voices in the world; you're listening to the voice of God. The one in you is God, and he is greater 
than the one who is in the world.” That word “greater” is a word denoting something being tested 
and tried and found to be superior in every way. God in you is greater than anyone or anything 
in the world, “So,” John tells them, “why would you listen to what the world is saying when at 
any time you can know what God is saying.” John said in 1 John 4 verse 5: 

They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the 
world listens to them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but 
whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of 
truth and the spirit of falsehood. 
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I remember years ago when Karla and I first came to this area to help start Golden Hills, there 
was an organization called Delta Ministerial Fellowship, a group of pastors from the area of all 
different stripes and backgrounds who came together get acquainted. They ran a little food 
closet and clothes closet for the poor and the homeless. I started going to it getting to know 
some of the guys in town. 

At one of the meetings early on there was a man who showed up, a very nice man by the way, 
white shirt and tie, very clean-cut, very articulate, very nice guy. I asked him what church he 
was from. I remember he was sitting to my right at the table. I said, “What church you from?” 

He said, “I’m with Unity on the Delta.” At the time I'd never heard of it. As we sat at the table, he 
was sharing a little bit about their beliefs, and I began to feel a little bit uneasy about what he 
was sharing. 

I said to him, “Do you guys in Unity believe in Jesus?” 

“Oh, yes, of course, we believe in Jesus.” 

I said, “Great. Who is he to you? Who is Jesus to you?” 

He said, “Oh, Jesus is the window through which all of us can look to discover the God within.” 

I said, “Oh really. Is Jesus, God come in the flesh, living a sinless life, died on a cross, buried, 
the whole bit?” 

“Well, no, we don't teach that. We teach some of that, but no.” 

I said, “Well, what do you use as your source authority? What writings do you hold to?” 

He said, “Well, we hold to the Bible.” 

I said, “Now, it’s interesting because the Jesus you just described isn’t in the Bible. So what 
other source writings are you using?” 

“Well, we accept the writings of all the world religions.” 

I said, “Really? So you would say then that the Koran would be acceptable for you to use in 
Unity, or Dianetics by L. Ron Hubbard, or the teachings of the Buddha? Those would all be 
acceptable?” 

“Oh, yes, we accept all of them. There’s truth in all religions.” 

I remember saying to him, “I don’t mean any disrespect, and you seem like a really nice guy, but 
you have no business being here because you’re not a Christian and your church is not 
Christian.” You could feel the tension mounting in the room. I was amazed how hard it was to 
get everyone to agree on a simple statement that if you’re gonna be a Christian, let’s define that 
that Jesus is God, Lord, and Savior.  

He would not hold to that so he never came back and rightly so because, though he needs 
Jesus, he was not Christian. He was a false prophet seeking to gain credibility in the community 
by being a part of a group of Christian ministers, some of who were ready to accept him. 

John said, “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether or not 
they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”  

I try my hardest every week to give an accurate message true to the Scriptures, but I’d be the 
first tell you, you’d better make sure that what I'm telling you is coming straight out of here, that 
the Jesus I'm speaking of is the true Jesus of the Scriptures, and that the source and authority  
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for us is the word of God not some voice that we hear. Because John said, “When you have the 
right Jesus and you have the right source, you can live with certainty that the God you have and 
the voice you hear is truly the Spirit of God.” 

Father, I want to thank you today for this reminder. There’s two simple questions, “Who is 
Jesus? What is the source of your authority?” It can help for us to clarify in a moment, to test the 
spirits and to know whether they are from God or the evil one. Without any sense of being cocky 
or proud or anything else, help us graciously to stand against and refute those who are the 
voice of the world, the voice of the evil one, and to find great certainty in exalting Jesus Christ 
and the word of God.  

Thank you, God, that in John's world as well as ours you knew that we would need to test the 
spirits. We thank you that we can. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


