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November 17, 2013 
1 John 4:7-21 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

God’s Love Made Visible 
 
If you have your Bibles, you can turn with me to 1 John Chapter 4. We’re gonna be looking today in 
verses 7-21 as we continue on in our series in 1 John, “Living With Certainty.” You know, in John’s day as 
well as ours there were people who were claiming to be Christians who were really seeking to undermine 
the confidence of those who were truly following Christ, letting them know that if you were believing in 
Jesus and following the Bible somehow you were uninformed, unintelligent, led astray. John writes this 
whole book to say, “You know what? It’s those of you who are standing in Jesus who live with certainty. 
It's you who trust his word that have the certainty. It's you who have Christ living in you who have this 
certainty.”   

Today, John, beginning in verse 7 of Chapter 4, is gonna tell us about the importance of God's love as 
being another reassurance of the certainty we have that we belong to God. This is the way he put it in 
1 John 4 verse 7: 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we 
might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and 
his love is made complete in us. 
13 We know that we live in him and he in us because He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have 
seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone 
acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 16 And so we know 
and rely on the love God has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 17 In this way, love is made 
complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment because in this world 
we are like him. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do 
with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 
19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says “I love God” yet hates his brother, he is a 
liar. For anyone who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he 
has not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his 
brother. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Lord, there’s only one teacher here today worth listening to and that's you. So today I ask you speak to 
us. I need to hear you as desperately as anyone in this room. When I hear you, I need to believe you and 
I need to obey you. Give us an understanding today of the certainty that's ours because you have made 
your love visible. And we’ll thank you for all that you’ll show us today. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

Some years ago, “Harper’s Magazine” came out with an article called “Love is.” They asked the question, 
What is love?. How do you define it?” For years, popular musicians have attempted to answer those 
questions. According to Neil Genzlinger, who wrote this article, there are over 10,000 songs on file at the 
U.S. copyright office in Washington that begin with the words “Love is.” Here are some of these song 
titles from the last century that tried to define what love is.  

How about this one beginning in 1905, “Love is like a dizziness.”  
Or in 1912 during the time of the Titanic, “Love is like a shuggy shoe,” whatever that is.  
“Love is a sickness full of woes.” 
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“Love is a babe.” That was on at the end of World War I. 
“Love is an IOU.” 
“Love is like the influenza.” 
“Love is good for anything that ails you.” 
“Love is a dimpling doodlebug.” I have no idea. 
“Love is a traitor.” 
“Love is doggone mean.” 
“Love is your prescription.” 
“Love is atomic.” 
“Love is a glass of champagne.” 
“Love is on the 10 yard line.” 
“Love is a bore.” 
“Love is psychedelic,” 1968. 
“Love is groovy,” 1969.  Some of you lived through that know why you're smiling. 
“Love is not one color, child.” 
“Love is a heavy number.” 
“Love is a four letter word.” 
“Love is a five letter word.” 
“Love is a funky thing.” 
“Love is suicide.” 
“Love is a loaded gun.” 
“Love is for suckers.” 
“Love is blindness.” 
“Love is a many splendored thing,” and on and on it goes. 

Obviously hard to define, that’s because love will never ultimately find its definition in a song or in a 
metaphor or in any kind of an analogy or even in a dictionary. Love finds its ultimate definition in a person, 
that person is God. It's why John said in verse 8: 

Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

Love is not God, but God is love. God doesn't just feel love or have love or give love, he is love. He is its 
very source. He is its ultimate expression. John reminds these Christians whom he wrote to that they 
could live a life of certainty knowing and relying on God's love. John reminded them that they could know 
and rely on this love because God has made it visible. That's why John said in verse 7: 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we 
might live through him. 

Love is a hard concept in English to define because our word “love” can have so many different 
meanings. It can mean everything like affinity for a hot dog, “I love hotdogs,” to the same expression we 
use when we tell that special person in our life or the one we’re married to about the level of our 
commitment and devotion. “I love you.” Well, hopefully we love our spouse more than we love a hot dog. 

Our English word “love” is very inexact, but not so in Greek. In fact, there are multiple words for “love” to 
get you at the meaning, and then there are different forms of each of those words to help us to 
understand its application. That's why there are two forms of this word for “love,” the strongest, 
unconditional love of God. There's two forms of that that John keeps using interchangeably. If you are 
reading this in the original, the meaning of what he's saying here would be abundantly clear. One of the 
terms he uses is the word we hear a lot about, “agape.” It is a noun that describes that love is a thing.  
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However hard it is to describe, it's a real entity, a certainty. And then there is the word “agapeo” which is 
the verb. It is love made visible through action. You put these two together like in 1 John 4 verse 7 and it 
reads like this: 

Dear friends, let us love (with action) one another, for love (the very essence and reality of what 
love is in God) comes from God.  

So, in other words, what John is telling them is, “There is a real love. God is this love, but you cannot 
know this love until it is operational, until it becomes seen, until it becomes visible through action. Love 
has to be made visible to be known.” So John tells these Christians that God has and God still does make 
his love visible. When we see and know this love, it helps us to live a life of certainty that we actually 
belong to God, that he is in us, and we are in him. That’s why John said, “We can live with the certainty of 
God's love because God has made his love visible.” 

How has God made his love visible? He made it visible in the cross of Christ and in the people of Christ. 
First, John says we can live with certainty in the love of God made visible in the cross of Christ, Chapter 4 
verse 7: 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Whoever loves has been born of 
God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is 
how God showed (or made visible) his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us 
and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

Verse 13: 
13 We know that we live in him and he in us because He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have 
seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone 
acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 16 And so we know 
and rely on the love God has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 17 In this way, love is made 
complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment because in this world 
we are like him. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do 
with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 

DA Carson, professor at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, wrote a book some time ago called The 
Difficult Doctrine of the Love of God. In this book, trying to describe what God's love is, he said: 

I want you to picture a couple, Charles and Susan, walking down a beach hand-in-hand at the 
end of the academic year. The pressure of the semester is dissipated in the warm evening 
breeze. They have kicked off their sandals, and the wet sand squishes between their toes. 
Charles turns to Susan, gazes deeply into her large hazel eyes and says, “Susan, I love you. I 
really do.” What does he mean? 

Well, in this day and age he may mean nothing more than he feels like testosterone on legs and  
wants to do something physical. But if we assume he has even a modicum of decency, let alone 
Christian virtue, the least he means is something like this: “Susan, you mean everything to me. I 
can't live without you. Your smile poleaxes me from 50 yards. Your sparkling good humor, your 
beautiful eyes, the scent of your hair, everything about you transfixes me. I love you.” 

What he most certainly does not mean is something like this: “Susan, quite frankly you have such 
a bad sense of halitosis it would embarrass a herd of unwashed, garlic-eating elephants. Your 
nose is so bulbus you belong in the cartoons. Your hair is so greasy it could lubricate an 18-
wheeler. Your knees are so disjointed you make a camel look elegant, and your personality 
makes Atilla the Hun and Genghis Khan look like wimps. But I love you.” 

So now God comes to us and says, “I love you.”  

There’s a lot of people confused by that. They look at their circumstances and they think, “God 
loves me? When why am I going through this?” 
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But God comes us and says, “I love you.” So what does he mean by that? Does he mean 
something like this? “You mean everything to me. I can't live without you. Your personality, 
your witty conversation, your beauty, your smile, everything about you transfixes me. 
Heaven would be boring without you. I love you.” That, after all, is pretty close to what some 
therapeutic approaches to the love of God spell out. 

DA Carson said, “We must be pretty wonderful because God loves us and dear old God's pretty 
vulnerable finding himself in a dreadful state unless we say “yes” in return. When he says he 
loves us, does not God rather mean something like this, “Morally speaking, you are the people 
of the halitosis, the bulbous nose, the greasy hair, the disjointed knees, the abominable 
personality. Your sins have made you disgustingly ugly, but I love you anyway, not 
because you are attractive but because it is my nature to love.” God loves us. There's no 
doubt. Not because of who we are or what we've done but because of who he is.  

John told these believers that they could rely on God's love because God's love has been made visible at 
the cross: 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we 
might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

“This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us.” That word is “agapeo.” It’s the verb. God put 
into action the love that he has for us by putting his Son on the cross.  

In fact, WE Vine, in his classic New Testament dictionary, said: 

In respect of agapeo as used of God, it expresses the deep and constant love and interest of a 
perfect being towards entirely worthy objects. It is the realization that we were and are loved by 
God when there was no reason in us that he should love us that gives us this hope. So then John 
says, “God found the reason in himself. ‘I love,’ God says, ‘because I am love.’”  

This is hugely reassuring to a sinner like me. I was thanking God the other day for loving me when I didn't 
give him the time of day. For the first 25 years of my life I didn’t know who he was. I didn’t live for him. I 
profaned his name. I was not at all deserving of any love from this God, but I was thanking God for loving 
me anyway. Because, you see, all during that time when I didn’t know who he was, I didn’t give him the 
time of day. In fact I lived against him and profaned his name. He fed me every day, gave me his water to 
drink, let me breathe his air, gave me his clothes to wear, allowed me to have a shelter over my head, a 
job that I could perform. He gave me health to be able to do all of those things. God did all of that for me 
when I didn't give him anything.  

When I became a Christian I realized God loves me still. He made his love visible at the cross. Now I 
could see it. You know what’s reassuring about this? God loved me when I didn't give him the time of day. 
There wasn't anything I could do to make God love me more. He already did. What’s reassuring about 
that is I know now there isn’t anything I can do to make God love me less because his love is not based 
on my performance. His love is based on his person. God is love.  

God proved or made manifest or visible his love when he sent his Son Jesus to die on the cross for me, 
for you, for all of us. John said in verse 9: 

This is how God showed his love among us: (This is how God made his love visible among us:) 
He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

That word “atoning sacrifice” is an old theological word called “propitiation.” It's very important because 
propitiation means that when Jesus died, the wrath of God that had injustice to be directed toward the 
wrath of God that had to be directed toward my sin was now averted away to another. Someone else 
received the wrath of God that was deserving upon my sin. He took it. I’m not an object of his wrath 
anymore. You see, that's why Paul who called himself “the chief of sinners” would write so much about  
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the love of God because he realized he was loved by God not because of who he was or what he did at 
any point in his life but because of who God is. He realized that there wasn't anything he could do to be 
separate from God's love again. Romans 8 verse 31, you remember?: 

What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who 
did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, 
graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? 
It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who 
is raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or 
danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; 
 we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am 
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 
future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Paul went through hardship. We go through hardship. Paul said, “In the midst of my persecutions, 
hardships, famine, nakedness, danger, sword, will those things separate me from the love of God?  

“When I'm going through illness and travail and job loss and financial setbacks and divorce, and I'm facing 
terminal things that are going on in my body I can’t understand, has God stopped loving me in the midst 
of those? Have those things cut me off from the love of God?”  

“No,” Paul said. “God will never stop loving you because God is love, and he's working in those things to 
perfect his love in you and to accomplish things that you and I can't even see that are for his glory and the 
kingdom of God. For your sake we face death all day long, and we know that God’s love is in the midst of 
all of that. Nothing will separate us from his love.” This is why John would tell these believers that they 
would never have to be afraid of future judgment because they could rely on the love that God had for 
them and turning his wrath onto his Son. Verse 13: 

13 We know that we live in him and he in us because He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have 
seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone 
acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 16 And so we know 
and rely on the love God has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 17 In this way, love is made 
complete (or perfected) among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment 
because in this world we are like him. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, 
because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 

The word “perfect” means “finished or complete.” The love of God perfectly accomplished or completed 
God's judgment of sin so that those who are in Christ have nothing to fear. Their sin has already been 
atoned for. People who live in fear of God or his judgment have not been made perfect or complete in his 
love. If they had been, they wouldn’t be afraid because they would know that God has loved them and 
atoned for their sin in the cross of Jesus. That's why he said in verse 18: 

There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. 
The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 

Why did God do all this? Because God is love.  

Not only made visible on the cross of Christ, but, secondly, John said, “We can live with certainty in the 
love God made visible in the people of Christ.” This is the way he put it verse 11: 

Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen 
God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 
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Verse 19: 

We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says “I  love God” yet hates his brother, he is a 
liar. For anyone who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he 
has not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his 
brother. 

Chris Seay, a couple of years ago wrote a book called The Gospel According to Jesus. In that book he 
mentions a profound lesson he learned from his father about loving the so-called bad people. I can tell 
you that I was one of those bad people, so whenever I hear about God's loving bad people I’m paying 
attention.  

Growing up, we didn’t have a lot of money so we used to get outfield deck seats, the cheap seats, 
to see the baseball games at the Houston Astrodome. Most of the people buying the cheap seats 
did so to save more money for beer. After the first few innings they were drunk. By the time the 
seventh-inning stretch rolled around, there would be beer mixed with peanut shells on the floor, 
spilled beer down your back, and a brawl two rows over and back to the left. 

Sounds like a Raider game. 

It was ugly out there. As a kid, I learned from a lot of people we were sitting with the bad people.  

There was one consistent drunk man named Baddy Bob. He was a self-proclaimed Houston 
Astros mascot. He would come to all the games wearing a rainbow wig, and he’d lead slurred 
cheers in the stands.  

I remember one time my dad and went out to sit and talk with Baddy Bob. He spent the whole 
game with him and then walked him out to the parking lot to bring him home with us. I was more 
than confused because this guy was one of the bad people. 

When we got home, my dad came to me and explained how God loved Baddy Bob. I remember 
thinking, “Really? Baddy Bob?” He stayed with us for a few days. My dad helped him to get back 
on his feet. This is when I started to realize God does not despise these people, he dearly loves 
them. 

Did you hear what Chris Seay said? He grew up like a lot of us. There’s good people and bad people. He 
said he saw the love of God made visible when he saw his dad loving a man that no one else he knew 
could love. God is still making his love visible through the lives of people who love him. John said that 
people see the love of God made visible when they see the love of God in us. Verse 11: 

Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen 
God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

“No one has ever seen God,” John said, “but if we love one another they will see his love. We are to love 
the way God loved us.” Remember, this love is not a feeling, it’s a reality put into action. This love is not 
given because it's deserved. It's given because God wants to give it. “So important is this,” John said, 
“that we can't claim to love God ourselves and then withhold his love from others whom God wants to 
love through us.” Verse 19: 

We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says “I love God” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. 
For anyone who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not 
seen.  

All love is from God. Human beings cannot manufacture this love. They can’t do it. I can't and neither can 
you. Love comes from God. God is love. There is no love apart from God, so even when an unbeliever 
loves, lays down their life for another even, that display of love has come from God through a person who 
is made in his image. If God can display his love through an unbeliever made in his image, how much 
more should that love flow through the lives of those who claim to have this God living in them. That's the 
point John's making. “This love,” John said, “was made manifest to us when Jesus died for those who 
didn't deserve it. Now we show love by choosing the good toward others who don't deserve it.”  
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“That's why we are to love even our enemies,” Jesus said. You remember in the Sermon on the 
Mount in Matthew 5 verse 43: 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell 
you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of 
your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain 
on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will 
you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, 
what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

There it is again, that perfection of God, the complete, finished love of God having its intended end 
displayed in us. It’s the same root word used by John in verse 17: 

In this way, love is made complete in us. (It is perfected in us). 

It's a word that indicates that this love that had its origin in the perfection of God is now being completed, 
displayed, or perfected in his people, which is why John said in verse 12: 

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 
complete (or perfected) in us. 

“We are to love even our enemies, but especially,” John said, “we are to love our brothers and sisters in 
Christ.” Verse 19: 

We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says “I love God” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. 
For anyone who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not 
seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

You see, this love has nothing to do how we feel about someone or how they feel about us. This is the 
love that was meant to make a difference in a troubled marriage. This is the love that was meant to make 
the difference in any troubled relationship. This was the love that was meant to make the difference in any 
church, the body of Christ. You see, we may not always agree with each other. We may not even always 
like each other. We might not enjoy each other's personality or feel any affection towards others, but we 
are to love them, meaning: love shines brightest when we seek the good of those who have wounded us 
the most. Isn’t that what Jesus did? My sin killed Jesus. No one wounded him more than me, ever. He 
loved me and still does. It had had nothing to do with me; it has everything to do with him.  

You have difficult people in your life? People who have wounded you? I do. God said, “I wanna love 
them still, Larry, because I am love. So now I need to make this love visible. I'm gonna make it 
visible in you. I want you to know that when you love them, when you seek their good, even when 
they’ve wounded you, I'm loving them through you.”  

That's why he said verse 21: 

He has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

When John started this section of the letter, he knew there were people that were oppressing those in the 
church. He knew there were there were those who were leading them and some of their relatives astray. 
He knew that there were those who were wounding them. What did he write them? First John 4 verse 7: 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

God's perfection is seen when we love. 

I was reading an article this last week that first appeared online. The article was called “God's Perfection.” 
It was written by a Jewish rabbi, Rabbi Paysach Krohn. He said: 

He was sitting in the audience of a fundraiser in Brooklyn, New York for very special school called 
Chush. It’s a school that caters to various levels of learning disabled children. There was a fund 
raising dinner that night trying to raise funds for the school to help these kids. 
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One of the parents of a Chush child got up and was extolling the school on its dedicated staff and 
then he said this: 

Where is the perfection in my son Sheya? Everything God does is done with perfection, 
but my child cannot understand things other children do. My child cannot remember facts 
and figures as other children do. Where is God's perfection?  

The audience was shocked by the question. The father answered: 

I believe that when God brings a child like this into the world, the perfection he seeks will 
be seen in the way that people react to this child.  

Then he told this story: 

One afternoon, he and his son Sheya were walking past a park when some boys Sheya 
knew were playing baseball. Sheya asked, “Do you think that they will let me play, dad?” 

Sheya’s father knew most of the boys wouldn’t want him on their team. He didn’t know 
how to play nor could he. But he understood that if his son were chosen to play, it would 
give him a comfortable sense of belonging. So Sheya’s father approached one of the 
boys on the field and asked if Sheya could play. 

The boy looked around for guidance from his teammates. Getting them he said, “We’re 
losing by 6 runs and the game is in the 8th inning. I guess he can be on our team. We’ll 
try to put him up to bat in the 9th inning.” 

Sheya was told to put on a glove and go out to play centerfield. In the bottom of the 8th 
inning, Sheya’s team scored a few runs but was still behind by 3.  

In the bottom of the 9th inning, Sheya’s team scored again. With 2 outs and the bases 
loaded, Sheya was scheduled to be up.  Surprisingly, they gave Sheya the bat. Everyone 
knew it was all but over, all but impossible. Sheya didn't even know how to hold a bat 
much less to swing it.  

However, as Sheya stepped to the plate, the pitcher moved a few steps closer to lob the 
ball in softly. The first pitch came in. Sheya swung clumsily and missed it by a mile, and 
then one of Sheya’s teammates came up to Sheya and together they held the bat and 
faced the pitcher.  

The pitcher again took a few steps forward, tossed the ball in softly towards Sheya. As 
the pitch came in, Sheya and his teammate swung the bat. Together they hit a slow 
ground ball to the pitcher. The pitcher picked up the soft grounder and easily could have 
thrown the ball to first, game over, they win. Instead, the pitcher threw the ball in a high 
arch to right field far beyond the first baseman. Everyone started yelling, “Sheya, run to 
first! Run to first!” Never in his life had Sheya run to first. He didn’t even know what it 
meant. 

He scampered down the baseline wide eyed and startled. By the time he reached first 
base, the right fielder had the ball. He could easily have thrown the ball to second base or 
to first to get him out but instead he threw the ball over the head of the third baseman. 
Everyone yelled, “Run to second! Run to second!” Sheya ran towards second base as 
the runners ahead of him circled the bases towards home.  

As Sheya reached second base, the opposing shortstop ran up to him, turned him in the 
right direction towards third and said, “Run to third!”  

As Sheya rounded third, the boys from both teams ran behind him screaming, “Sheya, 
run home!” Sheya ran home. All 18 boys lifted him up on their shoulders and said, 
“Sheya, you hit a Grand Slam! You won the game for your team!” 

As the father stood at the fundraiser telling this story, he said, “That day, those 18 boys 
showed the level of God’s perfection.” 
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Were those boys perfect? No. God is perfect, but through those boys God was making his perfect love 
visible. John said in Chapter 4 verse 12: 

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 
complete in us. 

What situation; what challenges; what hard to love, inconvenient people is God putting into your life and 
mine in order for his perfect love to be made visible to the world? John said, “We can know and rely on 
the love that God has for us. God made his love visible. He made it visible in the cross of Jesus when 
Jesus went to die there for people like me who didn't deserve it. He makes it visible today in his people.” 
John said, “When you see God's love made visible on the cross and visible in you, it gives us the certainty 
that we really live in him and he in us. It's why he said in verse 13: 

We know that we live in him and he in us because He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have 
seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone 
acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 16 And so we know 
and rely on the love God has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.  

Father, I want to thank you today for the certainty of this. Love comes from God. You are love. You made 
it visible at the cross, and you make it visible in us. God, we can't love like you, and you don't expect us 
to. You will do it in us when we are willing – when we’re willing. Lord, you show us how to do this so that 
the whole world can know that you love them, and we'll thank you, God. In your precious name, Amen. 


