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November 24, 2013 
1 John 5:1-5 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Faith is the Victory 
 
You know, many times as Christians it can seem as though we are losing. It seems more and 
more we are excluded from the public square. More and more our opinions are minimized and 
not considered. Many, many times we feel like our rights are being taken away. It was 
happening in John's day as well. When he writes this letter, he writes to remind people that you 
don't have to worry about how things look. You stand with Jesus, we’ll never be disappointed. 
Your faith has already won the victory. This is what he writes in 1 John Chapter 5, beginning in 
verse 1: 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves 
the father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: 
by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 This is love for God: to obey his 
commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God 
overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 
5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Father, I want to thank you today for being here with us. I want to thank you that we are a 
people of faith, and we live today by that faith. This is a faith in Jesus that has overcome the 
world. We have already gained the victory. Would you help us to live it? To live a life of 
certainty, a life of certainty in this faith that brings this victory and we'll thank you, Lord. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.  

You know, with winter coming, I don’t know how many of you thought about how wonderful it 
would be to spend the winter in Hawaii? Does that sound pretty good? Well, apparently, if you're 
a football fan, this is a very good time to live in Hawaii. I was reading a piece by Lyle Arakaki 
who is a pastor over there. He said: 

Because of the time difference with the Continental U.S., the NFL Monday night football 
game is played in midafternoon, so the local TV station delays its telecast until 6:30 in 
the evening. When my favorite team plays, I'm too excited to wait for television so I'll 
listen to the game on the radio which broadcasts it live. Then, because they're my 
favorite team, I’ll watch the game again at night on TV. If I know that my team has won 
the game, it influences how I watch it on television. If my team fumbles the ball or throws 
an interception or looks like we’re behind, it's no problem. I think, “Man, that's bad, but 
it's okay because in the end we win.” You see, you always know the outcome in Hawaii 
before you actually see the game. 

Pretty special place to live wouldn’t you say? I was reading that article and I thought, “You 
know, it makes a difference how you live when you know in the end no matter what you'll be 
victorious. Hardship, setbacks, mistakes, trials, they can’t keep you down because you know in 
the end you will triumph over them all. 

In John's day when the false teachers and the deceptive forces in the world were trying to 
discourage and mislead the people who were trying to faithfully follow Jesus, John told them to 
take heart because they were already victorious. In fact, John told them that it was their faith in 
Christ that was the victory that overcomes the world. He told them in Chapter 5 verse 4: 
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For everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, 
even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son 
of God. 
 
Faith is the victory that overcomes the world. That word “victory” is the word “Nike” in the Greek 
language. It means “triumph” or “winner.” We’re all familiar with the Nike name. The word 
“overcomes” is the same root word that Nike comes from, but it's a word that means “one who 
prevails through trials to gain the victory” is the implication in John's writing in that there is a 
struggle while you wait for the realization of this victory that's already won.  

This victory is over the world. It’s the word “cosmos” in the Greek. It's a word that can mean the 
anti-God system headed by Satan himself that opposes God and God's people and seeks to 
discredit Christ and to lead people astray. That's the context of the world in 1 John. John said, 
“You can know with certainty that your faith in Jesus is the victory that overcomes the world. 
Even though it looks at times while we may be losing, in fact, the victory is already been won.” 
For John said, “We know we have victory over the world when we have real faith.”  

The question is, how do we know if our faith is real, that it’s in the true Jesus, grounded in a true 
word? John said, “You can know if you believe in the true Jesus, you can know your faith is real, 
and you can know it if the works you have show that you believe.” 

We know our faith is real when we believe in the true Jesus. He said in verse 1: 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves 
the father loves his child as well.  

Verse 5: 

Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 

A few years ago when our now son-in-law Jeremy was asking our daughter Kelsey to marry 
him, and we gave permission after a wonderful experience through that, Jeremy decided he 
wanted to buy Kelsey a diamond and have it set in the setting of his choice. So he went to a 
reputable jeweler he knew, and they ordered the diamond he wanted. When it came, he took it 
to another jeweler to have it set. You can imagine his alarm when the jeweler said, “You know 
what, Jeremy, I'm not sure this is a real diamond. You might want to have this appraised, which 
he did. Come to find out it wasn't real. It was a fake. It was a gemstone called Moissanite, a very 
close cousin of a diamond. So close a cousin that it had fooled even the first jeweler who is very 
reputable.  

Jeremy took that stone back to the original dealer where he bought it. He was shocked and 
apologetic. He obviously ordered another one which came. He had it set, and Kelsey now wears 
the ring. There’s a joke in our family. We always say, “Kelsey, you sure that diamond you got is 
the real thing?” 

You know, thinking a diamond is real is not enough. There’s a lot of ladies here thinking, “I'm 
going out this afternoon and getting an appraisal.” Thinking a diamond is real is not enough. 
You have to know it's real in order for it to have its full value. What's true for diamonds is even 
more so when it comes to our faith. Thinking you are believing in the real Jesus is not enough. 
There are millions of people engaged in cults and false religions who think that the Jesus they 
follow is the real one. They're gonna discover at the end that Jesus could not save them. You 
have to know that the Jesus you believe in is the real one in order for that Jesus to have his full 
value in bringing you salvation.  
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John told these Christians that their faith was real because they had believed in the real Jesus, 
the one he said, “Who is Jesus the Christ and Jesus the Son of God.” John said in verse 1: 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves 
the father loves his child as well.  

Verse 5: 
 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 

That phrase “everyone who believes” the word “believes” is a word meaning “persuaded to the 
point of putting your full faith and confidence in what you believe in.” You don't want to do that 
with Jesus or anything else unless you are certain that the Jesus you have is the real one. John 
said, “You who are born of God have put your faith in the one true Jesus. He is Jesus the Christ, 
the Son of God.”  

When John uses that phrase “Jesus the Christ” as other New Testament writers do, he’s using 
the Greek word that's the parallel to the Hebrew word “Messiah.” Both the Greek word “Christ” 
and Hebrew “Messiah” mean the same thing. It means “anointed one.” In other words, the one 
chosen by God and on whom rest his anointing or approval as being genuine, the real deal. 
Sometimes the word “Christ” is a title, sometimes it's used as a name, and sometimes when you 
see it used “Jesus Christ” or “Christ Jesus,” there is significance in the context in the order in 
which those names are used. When the writer uses those names like that, he is trying to 
highlight the identity, the full identity of this real Jesus.  

Generally when you see the phrase “Jesus Christ” it’s generally focusing on Jesus’ humanity as 
the one born of a virgin, living a sinless life, despised, rejected, crucified, buried, resurrected, 
and glorified. Jesus is the fully human crucified God. There is no other. He's the one and only. 
When you see the phrase “Christ Jesus” being used, generally in the context it will be focusing 
on his eternal preexistence as deity, the exalted one who is God who came to live in human 
flesh. That’s why when you see the apostle Paul and others using both designations to identify 
the fullness of Jesus the God-man, you realize that they are describing for us the real true Jesus 
who will never be duped by a falsehood.  

Here is an example of how those terms are used. In Philippians Chapter 2 beginning in verse 5, 
Paul is writing a section called the Kenosis. It’s about how God emptied himself of some of the 
fullness in order to take on the limitations of humanity, but he never ceased to be fully God. So 
when Paul is writing to describe what Jesus did, here’s how he puts it in Philippians 2 verse 5: 

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus 

Now, whenever you see “Christ Jesus,” normally the context is about to or is in the midst of 
focusing on his deity as God, and that’s exactly what Paul does. Look: 

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus 

6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to 
be grasped or held on to; 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a 
man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a 
cross! 

Paul said, “This is Christ Jesus, the eternal God who made himself nothing, to take on human 
likeness, and to die on a cross. The true Jesus is God come in the flesh, the eternal existing 
one.” Then he goes on to say in Philippians 2 verse 9: 
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Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above 
every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus -- 

Which was a very common name, meaning “Jehovah is salvation”: 

At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of the Father. 

So what Paul is saying there is that in his humanity, and because of his obedience, God exalted 
him in his humanity to the highest place and gave him the name above every name. So just in 
this passage he is “Christ Jesus,” the eternal God come in human flesh, and he is “Jesus 
Christ,” the man who was fully man who is God who was elevated because of his obedience to 
the place of having the name above every name. There was no way these New Testament 
writers would ever be confused about who the true Jesus was, the one who is fully human like 
we are, who lived and died and rose again, exalted to the highest place as Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.  

This is the true Jesus. John said, “Everyone who believes this is born of God.” In fact, “believes 
this” is written in the present tense meaning “that your present belief in Jesus as the Christ, the 
Son of God, is proof that your faith is real and you’ve had the new birth.” Otherwise, he’s saying, 
“You wouldn't be confessing that. You believe as you do because you are born of God as is 
evidenced by the fact that you love God and you love God's children.” First John 5 verse 1: 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God (is born of God), and 
everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. 

Not only that but it says in verse 5: 

Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 

That designation, “the Son of God” was another way in John's day of identifying Jesus as God 
who had come in human flesh. You see, in John's day to be someone's son was to identify 
yourself with the essential essence of the father. It was another way of saying, “As the father is 
so am I. I am of the same stuff from the father from which I came.” In John's day, that was the 
meaning when you use the word “I am the son.”  

Jesus was saying, “I am the son of God.”  

Do you remember in John Chapter 5? Jesus was by the pool of Bethesda, and there was a man 
who had been crippled for a long time who said the waters of the pool gets stirred (they believed 
that if they could get in when the water was still stirred they could be healed), but he said, 
“There's no one to help me and I always miss it.” So Jesus went on to heal this man.  

Well, the healing took place on a Sabbath, so the Jews wanted to know, “Who do you think you 
are that you can come and do works on the Sabbath?” and what they believed to be a violation 
of the Sabbath. Jesus’ answer to them was stunning. John 5 verse 17, Jesus said to them: 

My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working. 

“You want to know who I am? I'm doing the Father's work right now on the Sabbath.” 
Look at this: 

18 For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the 
Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 

They understood exactly what he meant when he said, “God is my Father.” He’s saying, “God 
and I are the same. I am deity in human flesh.”  
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The Jews said, “No way.” 

Jesus told them, “If you would only believe that truth about me, you'd be saved.” He went 
on to tell them in John 5 verse 24: 

I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life and will not be condemned. He has crossed over from death to life. 25  I 
tell you the truth – 

Look at this: 

A time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son 
of God and those who hear will live. 

“The Son of God.” 

A time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear. 

Can you imagine that? Here’s Jesus saying, “There's a time that’s here right now when the 
dead (meaning all of you who hear and don't believe me), there's a time where if you 
would hear me, you can be made alive.” Verse 26: 

For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in 
himself.  

John encouraged these followers of the true Jesus not to be misled by the people like the 
Gnostics and the false teachers; people like the Mormons or the Jehovah's Witnesses or the 
New Age teachers, or the secular voices that are all proclaiming a Jesus that has nothing to do 
with the real one. That’s why we said a week or so ago that if anyone comes your door you 
don't ask them, “Do you believe in Jesus?” You ask him, “Who is Jesus to you?” If he’s anything 
less than God come in human flesh, the one and only Son of God, the Christ, then you know 
that you're talking to someone who's peddling a false Jesus. There is one true Jesus, the Christ, 
the Son of God, the Savior the world.  

John said, “When you believe in him, you have a faith in the true Jesus that gives you a victory 
over sin, death, grave, and the world. Not only when we believe in the true Jesus, but we know 
our faith is real when we have the works that show we believe. He said in verse 2 of Chapter 5: 

This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his 
commands. 3 This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not 
burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that 
has overcome the world, even our faith.  

Karla and I were down at our community pool this summer. We had our grandkids with us, Levi 
and Owen, two of them. Our son Tyler and our daughter-in-law Melissa had taken the boys 
down to the pool this summer a number of times, so on a hot day when we had them, Karla and 
I thought, “Well, let’s taken them down to the pool.” 

Levi, who is 3, was standing on the deck of the pool next to his little brother Owen, who was 1-
1/2 at the time. I was down in the pool. Levi was standing there. He has the little swimmy things 
on. I held up my arms -- brought back a flashback when I used to do this to my son eons ago – 
and I said, “Levi, jump. Bumpa will catch you.” Well, without even hesitating, he looks at me and 
leaps off the side of the pool and I caught him. 

Owen was standing there watching all this. I made him the same offer. I said, “Owen, jump. 
Bumpa will catch you.” He looked at me, shook his head, and ran the other way. I don't know 
what Owen believed about whether or not I would catch him, but I know what Levi believed. The 
reason I know what he believed is that when he heard the word he acted on it. He believed I 
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would catch him, therefore, he jumped. John said, “When you have real faith, it will show by 
what you do.” Real faith is seen in works of love and obedience. Verse 2: 

This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his 
commands. 3 This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not 
burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that 
has overcome the world, even our faith.  

You see, John had already made the case that if God really lives in you it’ll be seen in the way 
you love and the way you obey. Do you remember in the prayer verses 1 John Chapter 4 
verse 16?  

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 17 In this way, love is 
made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment 
because in this world we are like him. 

He went on to say in verse 19: 

We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I love God” yet hates his brother, 
he’s a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love 
God, whom he has not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God 
must also love his brother. 

You know, in the previous messages we said, “This is not an option. This is a command of 
God,” and one of the signs John says that you have really come to believe is that you will act on 
these commands and actually do it. It sounds a bit like circular reasoning, but it isn’t. If you love 
God, you'll keep his command. And when you keep his commands, it will include loving others 
that at times on our own we may not really feel like loving. But when you do that in obedience, 
you're proving that you really have love for God's children because you are doing what the 
Father asked you to do for his kids. 

“Now,” John says, “that when your faith is real and you believe in the true Jesus, that faith will 
show in how we love God and love God's people.” If you love God, you obey his word and his 
commands. His command is that we love one another. You remember? First John 4 verse 21, 
“And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.” 

“So,” John says, “when you love others, you are showing love for God by obeying his command 
and proving that your faith is real because your faith is doing what faith does.” It’s the very same 
thing that the Lord's brother James taught about the importance of works demonstrating our 
faith. In James Chapter 2, the Lord's brother wrote this in verse 14: 

What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such 
faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother (or a sister) is without clothes and daily food. 16 If 
one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing 
about his physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not 
accompanied by action, is dead. 

18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” 

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 19 You 
believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 

Faith without works is a dead faith. If we’re not careful, professing that we believe in this Jesus 
Christ, the true Jesus, but having no works to back that up may put us in league with the 
demons who have that kind of faith. Faith without love for God and love for others is seen in our 
desire to obey God's commands is to have a demonic-type faith. You see, the demons believe 
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in the true Jesus. They know who he is. Their response is they shudder. It’s a word that means 
“they tremble, they bristle, or they quake in fear” because they realized that now in their 
rebellion they’ve rebelled against the true Jesus and now they quake in the face of their 
impending doom. They respond because they believe who Jesus is. But they don't love God, 
and they certainly don't love us, and they certainly can’t be saved.  

James goes on to say, “Abraham believed God, and he had works to prove it. Rahab believed 
God. She had works to prove it and they were saved.” If we believe, we will have works that 
prove it and will demonstrate that we are saved. You are not saved by works. You are saved by 
faith alone in Jesus Christ and his works. But if you have truly come to believe in Jesus, John 
and James are saying, “It will show in how you live.” James said in Chapter 2 verse 26, “As the 
body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.” It isn’t real. 

William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, used to tell his troops as they went out to serve 
the Lord in their many places around the world, “Faith and works should travel side-by-side, 
step answering to step like the legs of men walking. First faith then works then faith again and 
works again until you can scarcely distinguish which is one and which is the other, the works of 
God flowing naturally from a life of someone who believes.”  

John said, “When you see love and obedience operational in your life, you'll know your faith is 
real. You'll discover that God's commands are not burdensome. It’s a word that means “heavy” 
or “grievous.” God's commands are meant to be a blessing. As you obey God's commands, you 
see your faith at work, you know your faith is real, and it’s bringing you a victory that overcomes 
the world. Real faith in the true Jesus shows and brings victory that overcomes the world. 

Best-selling author Joel Rosenberg, a Jewish man who has come to Jesus, writes a lot about 
events going on in the Middle East and how they relate to scriptural prophecy. In one of his 
books he wrote just a few years ago called Epicenter, he tells how in 1972 a young Egyptian 
businessman named Farahat lost an $11,000 watch.  

He was stunned when a garbage man dressed in filthy rags found it and returned it to 
him. Farahat asked him why he didn’t just keep the watch. The garbage man said, "My 
Christ told me to be honest until death." 
 
Farahat later told a reporter, "I didn’t know Christ at the time, but I told the garbage man 
that I saw Christ in him.  

Can you imagine? Here’s this non-Christian, Egyptian guy, probably Muslim by faith, who sees 
this garbage man at his door returning a watch, and he tells him, “I see Christ in you.”  

Then I told him, “Because of what you have done and your great example, I will worship 
the Christ you are worshiping."  
 
Farahat began to study the Bible and through the reading of God’s word he came to faith 
in Christ. Two years later, he visited the garbage man’s village outside Cairo where 
between 15,000 and 30,000 people were living in poverty and squalor. There was no 
electricity or running water. Alcohol, drugs, and gambling were pervasive. Men, women, 
and children sifted through huge mountains of garbage every day looking for something 
of value that could be sold for cash or traded for food.  
 
When Farahat stood there watching this now through the eyes of a Christian whose 
word was coursing through his mind and heart he said, “As I saw this unfolding in front of 
me, Jesus’ words came to my mind, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.” He also remembered the words of the apostle Paul in 
1 Corinthians 4:13: "We (believers) have become as the scum of the world, the dregs of 
all things."  
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It was soon thereafter that Farahat and his wife began ministering to people’s spiritual 
and material needs. They began to go throughout Egypt boldly proclaiming the gospel, 
and thousands of people have turned to Christ under their ministry. 
 
In 1978, Farahat was ordained by the Coptic Orthodox Church and became known as 
Father Sama’an. Now, about 10,000 believers meet in a large cave outside that garbage 
village. It is the largest church of believers in the Middle East.  
 
In May 2005, a day of prayer was held for Muslims to turn to Christ.  

You may have seen this in the news. It wasn’t widely publicized. 

More than 20,000 Arab Christians showed up to pray. The event was also broadcast on 
a Christian satellite TV network where millions were watching. All this because one 
garbage man chose to humbly return a watch that if kept would have made him the 
wealthiest man in the village.  

Could that nameless garbage man living in the dumps outside Cairo have ever imagined how 
his simple, obedient faith could produce such a victory in the lives of so many thousands and 
now millions of people? No, there's no way he could have imagined that. So why did he return 
the watch? For him it was simple. He said, “I believe in Christ, and he wants me to be honest.” 
It’s that simple. Faith proven by works. 

Could the people in John's day or you and I ever imagine how our faith, lived out obediently as 
the real deal, could actually bring a victory that will overcome the world? No, we can't, but the 
truth is it does and it has. Our faith is the victory that overcomes the world. John said, “You can 
know when you have a real victorious faith because you'll know it when you are believing in the 
true Jesus, the one who is the Christ, the Son of God, God come in human flesh who gave his 
life on a cross, was buried and rose again the third day, and lives today in those who believe in 
him.” He said, “That's the true Jesus. Accept no other. You’ll know it when you see the works of 
love and obedience coming from your life because you have been born of God by your faith in 
this true Jesus. Don't let yourself be overcome by the world. Hold onto and live out a real faith 
that overcomes the world. Don't be overcome by the world, be one who overcomes the world.” 
For he said in Chapter 5 verse 4: 

For everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome 
the world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes 
that Jesus is the Son of God. 

When you see the world being overcome in your life, you'll know the promise is real. Our faith is 
true, and you really do live different when you know with certainty that your faith has brought a 
victory that's already won. 

Father, I thank you that Christians live from a place of victory never wondering the final 
outcome. We face hardship, difficulty, persecution, trials, as well as abundant blessings, and we 
know that no matter what our circumstance today, you have a purpose in everything. We are 
never to despair; we are to never lose sight. We live a life of certainty by faith in the true Jesus 
and in your works that we see produced in our life. We know we have a faith that is the victory, 
and we’ll thank you, God, for that assurance and encouragement from now until the day we see 
you face to face. And we thank you. In your precious name, Amen. 


