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December 8, 2013 
1 John 5:6-15 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

The Certainty of God’s 
Testimony 

 
If you have your Bibles today I’d like you to turn with me, if you would, to 1 John Chapter 5. 
We’re going to be looking in verses 6 through 15 as we continue on in our series “Living with 
Certainty.”  

John was writing this book to help encourage Christians whose faith was being undermined by 
false teachers who tried to get them to follow a false Jesus. Many times throughout this book 
John writes, “You may know that you have eternal life,” but there are people who hear God’s 
testimony but don’t believe it. In essence, John says they make God out to be a liar.  

For if God says something and you say, “I won’t accept it,” then in reality you’re calling God a 
liar. John hits that head on in this passage and helps remind us of the power of God’s testimony 
in his Son. This is the way he puts it in 1 John 5, verse 6: 

This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water 
only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is 
truth. 7 For there are three that testify: the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three 
are in agreement. 9 We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because 
it is the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. 10 Anyone who believes in 
the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has 
made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given 
about his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; He who does not have the Son of God does 
not have life. 

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 
know that you have eternal life. 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: 
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears 
us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we have asked of him. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Lord, these words have been encouragement to countless thousands if not millions of believers 
through the ages. Just as they powerfully impacted the church of the first century, so they are 
still impacting those who believe them today.  

We are not to listen to the versions of Jesus that come from the culture, false religions, or the 
cults. We are to listen to the testimony that God has given concerning his Son, and today we 
have that testimony. Would you give us the full assurance that if we have believed God, we 
have believed the truth. We’ll thank you for all that you’ll show us today. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
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Ben Patterson, writing in “Leadership Magazine,” was telling a story how Sam Shoemaker knew 
of a nearsighted professor who was an entomologist, a studier of insects. In his office there 
were covered and pinned framed insects all over the place. One day his students decided to 
play a practical joke. They took the body of one bug, the legs of another, the head of yet 
another, and they glued them all together. Then they brought that specimen to their nearsighted 
professor and they said, “Professor, what kind of a bug is this?” 

He looked at that thing closely and he finally looked up and said, “Gentlemen, this is a humbug.” 

You see you can’t fool experts. They’re called experts for a reason. Which is why at times in 
legal trials the defense or the prosecution, in order to make their case, will bring in an expert 
witness, someone who is an authority on a detailed aspect of the trial that can turn the whole 
case towards truth. Because they are considered authority, their testimony can become the 
standard that sets whether or not something being said is true or false.  

That’s why it’s not surprising that when it comes to making life’s most important case for 
whether or not we have believed in the true Jesus with eternity hanging in the balance, it’s not 
surprising then that the apostle John in making his case brought in the most expert witness that 
could be found. John brought in God himself, which is why he said in verse 9: 

We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of 
God, which he has given about his Son. 

John reminds these believers that their faith was secure in the certainty of God’s expert 
testimony, which is why he said in verse 13: 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 
know that you have eternal life.  

Thirty-nine times in this short letter and eight times in this closing chapter, John reminds his 
readers that their faith is rooted in the certainty of what they know, the truth that they know. “You 
may know. You may know. You may know. You may know. You may know.” He says it over and 
over again. This was important because so many convincing false teachers were seeking to 
lead these people away from following the true Jesus into following a Jesus of their own 
invention.  

There were some, at that time, who were saying that Jesus was a liar and a deceiver. There 
were some who said that he was just a religious fanatic, a political zealot. Some were even 
saying he was crazy. The Gnostics and false teachers said that Jesus was “just a good man,” 
“just a good moral teacher” -- you hear a lot of that today -- that his birth was not miraculous, he 
was the natural byproduct of Mary and Joseph’s union.  

They also claimed to have a superior knowledge that gave them insight into Jesus’ true identity 
and that the Christ that the people were following of the apostles was not the true one. They 
needed the superior insight, revelation, and intelligence that these people had gained to be able 
to know who Jesus was. They said that the Christ had come upon Jesus at his baptism, that the 
Christ had left Jesus at his crucifixion, and now that Christ was free to fall on someone else who 
could be the Messiah. But John tells these people that the true Jesus is God come in the flesh, 
the Savior of the world, the one to whom God testifies, which is why he said in verse 6: 
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This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water 
only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is 
truth. 7 For there are three that testify: the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three 
are in agreement.  

The words that John is using here would have been very apparent in their impact upon the 
readers in the first century. In fact, when he said that “Jesus is the one who came,” he uses an 
aorist participle, which means something like this: “The one who came, came as a matter of 
historical fact.” The people would have understood that John was saying, “He came historically 
and is real.” 

Then he said, “He came by water and blood.” There have been many, many interpretations over 
the years of what the water and the blood mean. There are eight primary interpretations that are 
accepted about what the water and blood refer to. Most accepted, and the one that seems to 
square best with the context of John and the argument he’s making about the testimony and in 
keeping with the Scriptures, is that the water is the testimony at Jesus’ baptism at the beginning 
of his public ministry. At that baptism, God testified that this was his Son. Remember? “This is 
my Son whom I love.” Remember, the Spirit of God came from heaven, visibly resting on 
Jesus, affirming that God’s testimony was about this one Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The 
blood refers probably to the testimony of God at his crucifixion marking the end of Christ’s 
mission. “It is finished.” So the baptism/the water at the beginning of the mission, the 
crucifixion at the end of the mission.  

Remember, God darkened the sky, shook the earth, tore the temple curtain with such power 
that even a Roman soldier seeing all of this said, “Surely this man was the Son of God.” 

The Spirit is the Holy Spirit of God, the Spirit of truth who testifies. Isn't it interesting that the 
Spirit of God is the only one alive on earth today, who was there at the baptism and hearing that 
testimony and was there at the crucifixion, who is now alive to still testify that that testimony was 
from God? “The Spirit testifies,” John said, literally “continues to keep testifying” in our hearts 
and through God's word. The Spirit testifies in our hearts. That's why Paul wrote to Romans 8, 
verse 15: 

15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received 
the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry “Abba, Father, Daddy” an Aramaic term of 
intimacy and closeness. 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s 
children. 

Or in Galatians 4, verse 6: 

Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls 
out, “Abba, Father.”  

Paul confirms what John is saying that when you have this witness in your heart it's the Spirit of 
God testifying to you that you are really a son of God and that Jesus is the truth. The Spirit also 
testifies through the Word of God. Do you remember at the last supper in the upper room in 
John 16, Jesus said in verse 12: 

I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the 
Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his 
own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 
He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine of making it known to you. 15 
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All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from 
what is mine to make it known to you. 

Which is why the apostles and the profits said it was the Spirit of God who was carrying us 
along to record the Word of God as it was spoken to us by the Holy Spirit, and why he said in 
John 15 verse 26: 

“When the Counselor comes, whom I will send you from the Father, the Spirit of truth 
who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.” 

Which is why John summarized the point in verse 7 when he said: 

For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in 
agreement.  

Now, if you own a King James Bible, you may notice that verse 7 in the King James is different 
than almost every other translation. The reason is because verse 7 in the King James reads like 
this: 

For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word and the Holy Ghost: 
and these three are one. 

Then it goes on to say: 

And there are three that bear witness in Earth, the Spirit, the water and the blood: and 
these three agree in one. 

Verse 7 in the King James, “The three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word and the 
Holy Ghost: and the three are one,” is a powerful Trinitarian verse. The problem is, it was never 
in the original. It was inserted, probably about the eighth century, was eventually incorporated 
into the Latin Vulgate, the Latin version of the scriptures written by Jerome. It was incorporated 
into the 1611 version of the King James Bible, and it remains there to this day. But that verse 
does not appear in any Greek manuscript prior to the 16th century. It was clearly a later 
addition.  

While the trinity is true, we don't need that verse to support it because the trinity is supported 
throughout the scriptures. That's why it's one of the cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith. But 
newer translations, like the NIV, the ESV, and many, many other more modern translations, 
correctly leave that portion of verse 7 out because it was not in the original. Usually, there will 
be a footnote of some kind calling attention to that fact, “Verse 7 actually reads, ‘For there are 
three that testify,’” just the way the NIV has it. 

So John said, “Man can testify to Christ’s identity, and we can except that, but God's testimony 
is greater because it is testimony that God has given.” Which is why he said in verse 9: 

We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of 
God, which he has given about his Son.  

In fact, John says, “So powerful and factual is God's testimony that it becomes a serious thing to 
hear what God is saying about his Son and not believing him. In fact, you make God out to be a 
liar.” Which is why he said in verse 10: 
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Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who 
does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the 
testimony God has given about his Son. 

Since God is truth and speaks only truth, then we know his testimony is truth. If you then can't 
or don't accept and act on God's testimony, you are making God out to be a liar. Because if God 
has said, “This is who Jesus is,” and you don't accept that, you are saying he's lying. If God is 
a liar we’re all doomed to eternal destruction. But God is not a liar. He is truth, the ultimate 
expert witness. Which is why John said: 

The greatest assurance of eternal life is the certainty of God's testimony concerning his 
Son. 

What is that testimony? It could not be clearer. If you have the Son, God has given you eternal 
life. And if you have the Son, you have the life. God's testimony is that he has given us eternal 
life in his Son. Verse 11: 

And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  

To my knowledge, I’ve never watched an episode of Anderson Cooper. I know who he is, but I 
don't know that I’ve ever watched his show. Some years ago on his program, he featured the 
story of Wilfredo Garcia who lived a life as an illegal immigrant for more than 35 years in this 
country. He said: 

 Year after year, he eeked out a living crossing the border from Mexico into the United 
States, some days finding work, some days not. Regardless, he was constantly looking 
over his shoulder. He was caught by the border patrol four times during that period and 
bussed back to Mexico every time. Undeterred by each apprehension, he swam back 
across the Rio Grande to try again. The cycle would likely have continued for several 
more years if not for an amazing discovery.  

One day, Wilfredo worked up the courage to walk into an immigration lawyer’s office. 
There, incredibly, he found out that his father was born in Texas and spent time working 
there which meant that Wilfredo was actually a US citizen. All these years he possessed 
the very papers, his father’s birth certificate and work records, that proved his citizenship 
and yet he lived in guilt and fear. Now, he has a certificate of citizenship. Now, he 
doesn't have to sneak across the border; he can walk through the main gate. 

You know, when I read that article I realized there's a lot of people like Wilfredo Garcia in the 
kingdom of God. They are citizens of heaven. They have the promise of eternal life. But, they 
continue to live here with fear and uncertainty because they had not really believed what God 
has said about eternal life. They need to know and believe the testimony God has given to 
those who are in his Son. John said that God has testified that those in his Son have eternal life. 
Verse 11: 

And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 

God has given us eternal life. Period. Game over. Done deal. God says you have it when you 
believe his testimony; that the Spirit, the water, and the blood are all in agreement. When you 
believe that, you align yourselves with that, you know you have eternal life because God gives it 
to you. If God says he's given you something, you can take it to the bank. It's God's gift, which is 
why we saw last week in Romans 6, verse 23: 
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For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 You see, the Gnostics were teaching that eternal life had to be discovered or earned through 
some process of greater intelligence and information. “They had found it themselves,” they said, 
“through this superior knowledge and revelation.” 

John said, “You don't discover this that way. God gives you eternal life when you believe and 
receive the testimony about his Son.” Which is why he said in verse 13: 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 
know that you have eternal life.  

When Christ is in you and you are in him, he said, “The testimony is in your heart.” You know 
that you are alive in Christ. That's why he said in verse 10: 

Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who 
does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the 
testimony God has given about his Son. 

John Stott, the great Bible teacher said, “In regards to this ‘testimony in the heart,” it is that you 
are given a yet deeper assurance by the inward witness of the Spirit that you were right to trust 
Jesus Christ.” 

John tells them, “Don’t let the world, the flesh, the devil, the culture or the many false teachers, 
false religions, and the cults convince you otherwise. If you believe God's testimony, you have 
believed the truth. The truth is God gives us eternal life because we are in his Son.” 

Not only is it God's testimony that he has given us eternal life, but God's testimony is that if you 
have the Son you have the life. Verse 12: 

He who has the Son has life; He who does not have the Son of God does not 
have life. 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of 
God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

I don’t know if you’ve ever heard of Simon Critchley. He wrote a best-selling book back in 2008 
called The Book of Dead Philosophers. It’s not a book we would probably normally flock to, but 
Simon Critchley is a contemporary philosopher who writes about a lot of observations of what 
he sees in today's world. One of the things he often writes about is how we don't know how to 
prepare for death. In fact, he says in his books, “He is especially surprised that Christians, who 
have many reasons not to fear death, are still so afraid to die.” This is what he said in The Book 
of Dead Philosophers: 

A detailed, national survey from 2003 claim that fully 92% of Americans believe in God, 
85% believe in heaven, 82% believe in miracles.  But the deeper truth is that such 
religious belief, complete with a heavenly afterlife, brings believers little solace in the 
face of death. The only priesthood in which people really believe is the medical 
profession and the purpose of their sacramental priesthood which people support is to 
support longevity; the sole, unquestioned good of contemporary Western life.  

If proof were needed that many religious believers actually do not practice what they 
preach, then it can be found in the ignorance of religious teaching on death, particularly, 
Christian teaching. Christianity in the hands of a Paul, an Augustine, or a Luther, is a 



Page 7 of 12 

way of becoming reconciled to the brevity of human life and giving up the desire for 
wealth, worldly goods, and temporal power. But many Christians today are actually 
leading desperate, atheist lives bounded by a desire for longevity and a terror of death. 

Do you hear what he’s saying? “Many Christians today are actually leading desperate, atheist 
lives bounded by a desire for longevity and a terror of death.” Now, is Simon Chritchley saying 
that many Christians are actually atheists? No, he’s not saying that at all. But what he is saying 
is that when it comes to our understanding of what it means to have life, most Christian really 
have little more assurance than a practicing atheist.  

We try to hold onto this life as though staying here was actually better than going to be with 
Jesus, so we burn ourselves out trying to avoid the inevitable. We are leaving planet earth. The 
truth is, if you have Jesus living in you, you can’t die. You can’t! Your body can die, but you 
can’t. God's testimony is that those who have the Son have life. Verse 12: 

He who has the Son has life; He who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 
know that you have eternal life.  

“He who has the Son has life; He who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” That's 
why you can own everything there is to own, have all the health there is to have, tour the world, 
be rich beyond your wildest dreams, have everything the world can offer, but if you don’t have 
Jesus you're not living! You’re not living.  

You can go to the poorest Third World country and find someone who has little or none of the 
world's goods, but they have a faith in Jesus Christ because they believe the testimony of God. 
They are in Jesus, and he is in them. They have a life that the rest of the world without Jesus 
knows nothing about. If you have the Son you have life; you don’t have the Son of God, you 
don’t have life. Period. 

That word “life” that John used is the word “zoe” from where we get our word “zoology.” It Is a 
study of life. It's a word that means “life in the absolute sense,” ”life in the same way God has 
life.” God is the author and originator of life. If you are in him and he is in you, you have life. It’s 
the testimony John made at the opening of this letter to assure those were being confused or 
led astray by the false teachers. “Don't trade what you have,” John said, “for the lies of the 
culture, the lies of the cults, the lies of the false religions, or the voices of people's opinion. We 
can accept man's testimony but God's testimony is this: If you have the Son you have life.” 
Listen to how he started this letter in 1 John 1, verse 1: 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim 
concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we 
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 

If you have Jesus, you have the life. You have the life of God because Jesus is God. If he's 
living in you, you have life the way God meant it to be, which is why John wrote so powerfully 
and convincingly this truth over and over and over again God's testimony of life in the Gospel of 
John. We don’t have time today to unpack them all, but listen to just a few of these, the 
testimony of God about life and his Son. John 1, verse 1: 
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of 
men. 

John 3, verse 16: 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

John 3, verse 31: 

The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to 
the earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above 
all. 32 He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his 
testimony. 33 The man who has accepted it has certified that God is truthful. 34 For the 
one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without 
limit. 35 The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. 36 Whoever 
believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for 
God’s wrath remains on him. 

John 5, verse 24: 

I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life and will not be condemned. He has crossed over from death to life. 

Past tense: You have crossed over from death to life when you believe. 

 25 I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear 
the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has 
life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself.” 

John 5, verse 39: 

You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess 
eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to 
come to me to have life. 

John 8, verse 12: 

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

John 10, verse 10: 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have 
life, and have it to the full. 

John 10, verse 28: 

 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of 
my hand. 
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John 11, verse 25 at the grave of Lazarus: 

 Jesus said to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will 
live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the 
world.” 

In the upper room at the Last Supper, Jesus said in John 14, verse 6: 

“I am the way the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me.” 

At the end of that time at the Last Supper in John 17 Jesus prayed. He looked toward heaven 
and he prayed. John 17, verse 1: 

Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For 
you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to those 
you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 

Which is why he concludes his gospel near the end in John 20 with these words in verse 30: 

Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

This is why John wrote and lived with such certainty. He knew this Jesus. He had seen him. He 
had touched him. He had heard him. He had watched him die. He had witnessed his 
resurrection. He knew that Jesus lived in him, and he knew he had life. John knew he had that. 
Do you? Seriously, do you know today that you have the Son of God living in you because you 
have believed God's testimony that he is the Savior of the world and that by believing you have 
life in his name?  

People, none of us have a death wish, but we are not to fear it because you and I who are in 
Christ cannot die. No disease, no accident, no drowning, no plane crash, no nothing. All those 
things can take your body; not a single one of them can touch you. In fact, you’ve already 
passed from death to life. When this body is done, you'll blast out of this thing and be more alive 
than you have ever been before. You have that life right now and you have it forever. That's 
God's testimony. That's why he said in verse 12: 

He who has the Son has life; He who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 
know that you have eternal life.  

It’s a certainty of life that even affects the confidence and how we pray. Interesting John put this 
in here. Verse 14: 

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to 
his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know 
that we have what we asked of him. 
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Do you remember, it was the same thing John was saying in 1 John 3, verse 21. We covered 
that in detail. 

Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and 
receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what 
pleases him.  

You know, at that time we covered the fact that we receive whatever we ask. It’s not that we get 
whatever we want, and I thank God for that. As we learned then and now, John is saying, “Look, 
when you’ve aligned yourself because you have believed God's testimony, and Jesus Christ is 
living in you and you’re going to live with him now and forever, you begin to realize that God has 
a plan and purpose for your life.” So you begin to pray in every situation for God's will to be 
done because you want what God wants in that situation more than what you want in that 
situation because he sees it all perfectly. When you begin to realize who you are in Christ and 
who it is who’s alive in you and what he's doing to bring you this eternal life, you begin to say, 
“God, in this and every situation I want your will done because I trust you more than I trust 
myself.”  

As you begin to pray that way, John says, “You know that he hears you and you have the 
confidence that he hears you because God's testified that he hears you. Then you can be sure 
you're going to get what God was trying to accomplish through you all along.” A certainty of life 
that affects even how we pray, which is why John said in verse 12: 

He who has the Son has life; He who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 
know that you have eternal life. 

God’s testimony is powerful, and it saves all who believe it. 

I was reading this last week a section from a book called The Life of Jesus by David Holdaway. 
In it he was telling the story of Lou Wallace’s conversion: 

Lewis Wallace was an American lawyer. A Union general in the Civil War, 11th territorial 
governor of New Mexico, a statesman, politician, an author, and for most of his life an 
agnostic. He died in 1905. In his book, David Holdaway tells the story of Lew Wallace. In 
Lew Wallace’s his own words he said: 

 After six years given to the impartial investigation of Christianity as to it’s truth or 
falsity, I've come to the deliberate conclusion that Jesus Christ is the Messiah of 
the Jews, the Savior of the world, and my personal Savior. 

Holdaway said: 

These were the words of Lew Wallace, governor of New Mexico, over century ago. He 
had started out to write a book against Jesus Christ, and in the process was converted 
to Christianity. He told a friend how it happened and in his own words this is what he 
said: 

 I had always been an agnostic and denied Christianity. Robert C. Ingersoll, a 
famous agnostic, was one of my most intimate friends. He once suggested: 
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 See here, Wallace, you’re a learned man and a thinker. Why don’t you gather 
material and write a book to prove the falsity concerning Jesus Christ; that no 
such man has ever lived much less the author of the teachings found in the New 
Testament. Such a book would make you famous. It would be a masterpiece and 
a way of putting an end to the foolishness about the so-called Christ. 

The thought made a deep impression on me, and we discussed the possibility of such a 
book. I went to Indianapolis, my home, and told my wife what I intended. She was a 
member of the Methodist Church and naturally did not like my plan, but I decided to do it 
and begin to collect material in libraries here and in the old world. I gathered everything 
over that period in which Jesus Christ, according to legend, should have lived.  

Several years were spent in this work. I had written nearly four chapters when it became 
clear to me that Jesus Christ is just as real a personality as Socrates, Plato, or Cesar. 
The conviction became a certainty. I knew that Jesus Christ had lived because of the 
facts connected with the period in which he lived. I was in an uncomfortable position. I 
had begun to write a book to prove that Jesus Christ had never lived on earth. Now, I 
was face-to-face with the fact that he was just as historic a person as Julius Caesar, 
Mark Anthony, Virgil, Dante, and a host of other men who had lived in olden days.  

I asked myself candidly, ”If he was a real person, and there was no doubt, was he not 
then also the Son of God and Savior the world?” Gradually the consciousness grew that 
since Jesus Christ was a real person, he probably was the one he claimed be. I fell on 
my knees to pray for the first time in my life. I asked God to reveal himself to me, forgive 
my sins, and help me to become a follower of Christ. 

Towards morning, the light broke into my soul. I went into my bedroom, woke my wife, 
told her that I received Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. 

“Oh Lew,” she said, “I prayed for this ever since you told me of your purpose to write this 
book that you would find him while you wrote it.” 

David Holdaway went on to write: 

Lew Wallace did write a very famous book. It was a masterpiece and the crowning glory 
of his life’s work. He changed the book he was originally writing and used all his 
research to write another book, a book that is been called the most influential book of the 
19th century. Its title is Ben Hur, but you may not know it's full title. The book is called 
Ben Hur: A tale of the Christ, written in 1880.  

Now, every time I watch the epic film made from that book and see Charlton Heston 
racing those four, magnificent, white horses in that amazing chariot race, I wonder how 
many have seen Ben Hur with its moving references to Jesus? How many know it was 
written by a man who wanted to disprove that Jesus ever existed and instead became 
convinced he was the greatest man who ever lived? 

David Jackman, one of Great Britain's most popular Bible teachers, once wrote: 

That's how clearly the Bible draws a line between faith in Jesus and unbelief. This is not 
surprising when we consider how strong is the evidence for faith that has been 
presented to us. There is an element of unwillingness to believe, seen in the rejection of  
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the witness which God has given and is still giving thru the activity of the Spirit 
concerning his Son. There is ample evidence for faith. For mankind’s problem is not 
ignorance so much as rebellion; not that he cannot believe, but rather he will not.  

John presents people with one of two options: Are you believing the testimony of God about his 
Son and have eternal life, or are you refusing to believe because you continue to call God a 
liar? 

There's no in-between. God's testimony is clear. It’s the testimony concerning his Son. God has 
given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  

12 He who has the Son has life; He who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 
know that you have eternal life.  

People, that is a life of certainty.  

Father, I want to thank you for a testimony so powerful. For the admission that we can accept 
man's testimony about Jesus, but your testimony is even greater. Your testimony is eternal, 
proven, written down, testified to through the ages. The Spirit of God is still alive testifying to its 
truth. Thank you for being the God that you are.  

God, today in this room there are those who have believed and those who haven’t. For those 
who have believed, help them never to be swayed by the lies, the culture, the false religions, 
and cults that seek to undermine our faith. The secular voices, the popular opinions, help us to 
stand strong on the testimony of God.  

For those who have not yet accepted your gift because they have not believed, would you help 
them to believe today? To receive into their lives this living Christ because they believe the 
testimony of the water, and the blood, and the Spirit all in agreement. Jesus Christ is God’s Son, 
the Savior of the world, the giver of eternal life. As they open their hearts, God, to receive you, 
may you bring them the life. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


