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December 15, 2013 
1 John 5:16-21 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Living a Life of Certainty 
 

If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to 1 John Chapter 5. 
We’re gonna be closing out this series we’ve been on the last five months called “Living with 
Certainty.” God wants his people to know with certainty that if they have trusted Jesus Christ, 
they have eternal life. God does not want us falling prey to the lies of the culture, false religions 
or cults, or to our own desires or feelings. He wants us to know the truth, and if you have the 
truth then you have certainty. 

As John closes out this letter reminding these believers not to follow those who had claimed to 
be following Jesus but who were following those who really follow Jesus, he closes this letter 
out with three reminders of what we know with certainty. He puts it like this in 1 John 5 
beginning in verse 16: 

If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and 
God will give him life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin 
that leads to death. I am not saying that he should pray about that. 17 All wrongdoing is 
sin, and there is a sin that does not lead to death. 
18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of 
God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. 19 We know that we are children 
of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 20 We know also 
that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know 
him who is true. And we are in him who is true even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the 
true God and eternal life. 
21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

All of us have to choose who we’re going to believe, Lord, whether we’re gonna believe you or 
our own feelings, the voice of the culture or the many false religions that provide so many 
options. You are the way the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through you. 
With that kind of certainty you wanted us to live so that no matter what we encounter, be it 
hardship or difficulty or the many deceptions that are present in the world, we would be able to 
live with the absolute assurance that if we have trusted Jesus Christ we have eternal life.  

We thank you, God, for that assurance. May you remind us again that because of what and who 
we know, we can live a life of certainty and we'll thank you. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

You know, God blessed our family with three really wonderful kids. They haven’t been a bit of 
trouble, and they're all walking with Jesus today. We have God's grace to thank for that. But that 
doesn't mean our kids weren’t normal. It doesn't mean that they didn't tease each other once in 
a while. In fact, our son Tyler, who loves his two little sisters, used to find ways when he was 
small to get under Kimie’s skin, our youngest, by occasionally leaning over and telling her, ”You 
know, Kimie, you were adopted.” 

Every once in a while we would hear Kimie yell, “Mom, dad, Tyler says I was adopted. Is that 
true?” 
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We would say, “Kimie, no, that’s not true. If you were adopted we would love you no less, but 
the truth is you were born into our family. Mom and I were there. We witnessed it. You are ours.” 

Over time, as Kimie began to believe that, suddenly her brother’s occasional taunts didn’t bother 
her anymore. He would say, “You know, you were adopted.” 

She would say, “No, I’m not. I was born into this family.” 

You know, it’s amazing the confidence and assurance you have when you know the truth about 
something. You aren’t as affected by what people say. You aren’t affected by what you hear. 
You’re not as easily persuaded by lies. That's especially helpful when it comes to whether or not 
you have known the truth about Jesus Christ. 

For the last five months we’ve been studying this letter from the apostle John about living a life 
of certainty. Thirty-nine times in this letter he said, “So that you will know. That you will know. 
That you will know.” 

A number of people, you remember, had left the church claiming to have a superior knowledge 
of Christ, and that people like the apostle John and the others who were espousing the Christ 
they knew were naïve and misinformed. If you really wanted to be in touch you had to be 
modern. You had to have the latest intelligence. You needed to know through science and 
intellectualism who Jesus really was. 

These people, known as Gnostics, begin to lure people away from the true Jesus. They were 
becoming a problem in the early church. John writes this letter to say, “Do not follow them. They 
have a false Jesus, a Jesus they have created their own minds. You who are following the 
Christ of the Bible, the Christ we have known and seen and touched and held and heard, you 
who have followed that Jesus have a certainty of eternal life.” John reminds these people, “We 
can live a life of certainty because we have come to know the truth.” 

What truth have we come to know? In this closing section of John's letter he tells them, “We 
have come to know the truth concerning sin, we have come to know the truth concerning the 
world, and we have come to know the truth concerning Jesus. We can live with certainty 
because we know the truth concerning sin.” Here’s how he put it in verse 16: 

If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and 
God will give him life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin 
that leads to death. I am not saying that he should pray about that. 17 All wrongdoing is 
sin, and there is a sin that does not lead to death. 
18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of 
God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him.  

Sometimes we discover that what we don't know can still kill us. I was in my early 20s, a very 
energetic, full of life kinda guy, feeling invincible most the time. I had good health, good 
strength, good mind. A lot of things were going my way, but I didn’t know Jesus. So, pretty much 
doing what I wanted, I made a diet that suited me, mostly bacon, double cheeseburgers, french 
fries, milkshakes, pizza, omelets, sausage, and a variety of chocolate covered deserts was my 
regular fare. 

When I was about 24 years old, a friend of mine once asked, “Have you ever had a physical 
checkup?” I think it was prompted by what they saw me eating.  

I said, “No, I never have.” 

They said, “Well, maybe you should.” 
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So I made an appointment. I went to the doctor. After doing a whole bunch of tests, the doctor 
came in and he said to me. “Basically, your lifestyle is killing you.” He had my attention. He said, 
“Your cholesterol is over 300. Your triglycerides are over 400. Your blood pressure is rising, and 
you’re 24 years old.” He said, “You keep going like this, you’re a prime candidate for stroke, 
heart attack, and an early death. I'm recommending that you make some serious changes in 
your lifestyle.”  

I didn’t even know there was a problem. I didn’t know about cholesterol. I never heard of a 
triglyceride, and certainly stroke or heart attack was a long ways from my mind. But, you see, I 
learned that day that there could be things going on inside you don't see or even know about 
that can actually be killing you. 

Interestingly, about a year after that I learned of something else I didn't know about that was 
killing me. It was called sin. I didn’t know what sin was. I didn’t know what it did. I didn’t know I 
was really guilty of it. God brought a couple of young men into my life to tell me that my sin was 
killing me, that I was estranged from God because of it, and if I died with that sin in my life I’d be 
put away from God forever. I didn’t know what sin was. I didn't know what it did, and I didn’t 
know it was in my life, but I learned that day that sin was killing me and if something didn't 
change it would steal my life forever.  

John reminded these believers they knew what sin was, they knew what sin did, and they knew 
who Jesus was who came to die take away that sin. He said, “Don't let anyone ever else 
continue to convince you that sin is not serious.” Remember, the Gnostics claimed they had no 
sin, that the physical life and spiritual life were separate so if you believed in Jesus you could do 
whatever you wanted and never be guilty of sin.” John said, “Don't you believe it.” In fact, in 1 
John 5 verse 16, he said: 

If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and 
God will give him life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin 
that leads to death. I am not saying that he should pray about that. 17 All wrongdoing is 
sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death. 
18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of 
God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him.  

You see, John had already built a case in 1 John that all sin is lawlessness. In fact, it makes us 
a law breaker, and more than that it causes us to be participants with Satan in his rebellion 
against God. That's what willful sin does. That's why John said in 1 John 3 verse 4: 

Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he 
appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in 
him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. 
7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is righteous. 8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because 
the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared 
was to destroy the devil’s work. 9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, 
because God’s seed remains in them; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been 
born of God.  

All sin is lawlessness. John said, “All sin is wrongdoing. It's all unrighteous, and there’s all of us 
who have sinned. No exceptions. Jesus appeared,” he said, “to take away our sin, so no one 
who is living in Jesus can keep on sinning the way they did before Jesus was living in them. You 
can’t go on in a continual, repeated, habitual practice of willful sin because now you know what 
it is. Now you know what it does, and now you know what Jesus did to save you from it.”  
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In fact, if we say that we have no sin, we lie. Believers still sin, but as John had told us earlier in 
1 John Chapter 1, verse 8: 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his 
word has no place in our lives. 

2 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we 
have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 
2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sin, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the 
whole world. 

Now, John tells them that if you are born of God you do not continue to sin in those willful, sinful 
patterns like you used to. That's why he said in verse 18: 

18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of 
God (meaning Jesus) keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him.  

That's why John tells these believers how they ought to pray when they see a fellow believer 
committing a sin. It leads us into one of the most difficult sections in the New Testament, 
1 John 5 verse 16: 

If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and 
God will give him life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin 
that leads to death. I am not saying that he should pray about that. 17 All wrongdoing is 
sin, and there is a sin that does not lead to death. 

For generations, centuries really, people have been asking, “What is the sin that leads to death? 
What is the sin that doesn't lead to death? Because whatever it is I don’t want to do it. Why 
should we pray for the sin that doesn't lead to death but we’re not to pray for the sin that does 
lead to death? What is John talking about?” 

Well, there’ve been a lot of interpretations put forth in this. I think there are three really credible 
ones. There are some who say that the sin that leads to death could be the unforgivable sin, the 
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit that Matthew talks about in his gospel. Blasphemy against the 
Holy Spirit is the resistance of the Holy Spirit's work in your life, the one who convicts you of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment, and you eventually refused to accept what the Spirit of God is 
trying to convince you of in regards to your need for Christ. By refusing him, in other words 
attributing that it isn’t God's work, which is blasphemy, by committing that sin you cannot be 
saved. It's unforgivable. If you do not respond to what the Spirit is doing, you are committing the 
sin leading to death. There are some who say that's what John was talking about.  

There are some who say that the sin that leads to death is the kind of sin that God and both the 
Old and New Testaments occasionally responded to by taking people off the earth because they 
were professing to be followers of God yet their persistent sin was defaming the name of God, 
hurting the cause of Christ, and hurting people around them. God took them like he did Achin in 
the Old Testament who lied when Joshua brought them into the promised land. Achin’s sin was 
lying to God, and God took him out. Or Ananias and Sapphira in the New Testament in Acts 
Chapter 5. They lied to Peter and the early church. They lied to God. God saw the threat that 
that kind of underhanded work in the life of a believer was gonna have, and he took that believer 
off the earth before they could do any more damage. Some believe that kind of sin is the sin that 
leads to death.  
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Whatever it is, sin is serious. John builds the case throughout John, but both of those do not 
quite fit with the context of what John's teaching here or the rest of how he defines things in his 
letter. For one thing, if John's talking about a specific sin that leads to death you think he would 
mention it because he doesn’t want people to commit it. But John doesn't mention it. In fact, he 
doesn't seem to be referring to a specific sin, he’s referring to the difference, perhaps, between 
the way a believer responds to sin and a person like the Gnostic who claimed to be a believer 
responds to sin. One leads to death, the other can't. 

The case John builds is this: you remember he already said back earlier that if you have the 
Son you have the life, and the life cannot be lost. So a believer cannot commit a sin that leads 
to death. That's why he says verse 16: 

If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and 
God will give him life.  

You remember, the word “life” is the word “zoe,” life as the way God intended it to be. Well, how 
did God intend for the believer to handle that sin? John, it said earlier in verses 14 to 15 that if 
you pray according to God's will, he hears you. So what is God's will for the believer when he 
commits a sin?  

He had already told them in 1 John Chapter 1, you confess that sin, and God who is faithful and 
just will forgive that sin. So when you see a believer committing sin, it can't lead to death 
because he already has life. Pray that God's will be done that he will confess that sin, see it for 
what it is, God will cleanse him of it, and he’ll experience life the way God meant it to be lived 
not struggling with that sin but living in freedom from it. So he’s not committing the sin leading to 
death, so pray God's will for that 

But the Gnostics and others who do not have the life of Christ in them, who claim to be believers 
but are not, when they are sinning it's evidence that their sin is still leading to death. So you 
can’t pray life for them because they don't have it. Life is in Christ, and they're not doing the will 
of God which is confessing sin and repenting. They’re resisting it, so we don't pray life for them 
and that response. What we pray is that they'll repent, that their eyes will be open, that their 
hearts could turn to God, that they’ll stop resisting the life and actually embrace it 

I don't know which of those three are the correct understanding. In fact, in all the reading I've 
done over the years, I'm convinced nobody knows for certain. But where John leaves it is this: 
sin is serious. You know that as a believer your sin cannot steal your life, so do God's will in it. 
Confess that sin. Don't pursue it. Don't continually, habitually participate in it. You are not the 
people you used to be. And when you pray that or others pray it with you, you are doing the will 
of God, and God will grant you life the way he meant it to be. You will not continue in that sin, 
and Jesus the Son of God will continue to protect you. 

Not only truth about sin, but John also went on to say, “Secondly, we can live with certainty 
because we know the truth concerning the world.” He said in verse 19: 

We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of 
the evil one.  

I don't know a lot about Brazilian walnut trees. Maybe you don’t either, but there was a show on 
PBS some time ago that had a very interesting fact. Apparently, these trees are majestic, huge 
in size and strength. But this beautiful tree has one enemy, the Strangler fig. When a Strangler 
fig seed lands on a walnut tree, its roots begin to descend to the ground. As it grows, the vines 
and fig tree squeeze and choke the walnut tree. The fig’s grip on the tree become so great that 
the vine encased tree slowly dies. Over time, all that's left are twisting vines in the form of a 
tree.  
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It takes on the actual shape of the walnut tree, but the tree inside is gone. It is totally 
disintegrated, totally been destroyed, totally been sucked out all of life, and all there is inside is 
hollow, emptiness. 

You know, when I read about that I thought, “That's exactly what Satan tries to do to every 
Christian.” Satan can’t steal your life, so what he tries to do is mask it, to so get a foothold in 
your life that you'll be so caught up in the things of the world that you’ll no longer be living for 
Jesus. What the world will see is not a devoted Christian who’s shining the glory of God, what 
they will see is a very worldly Christian who is living more for the world than they are for the 
kingdom of God.  

One of the greatest weapons Satan uses to steal the testimony of believers is the influence of 
the world. You remember, earlier on in 1 John, John told us what the world is. “The world” is a 
term that describes the anti-God system that seeks to choke out the knowledge of God and offer 
counterfeits to everything God has created or everything that God has established. That's why 
John says that we can live certain because the one who is in us is greater than the one who is 
in the world. You remember, in 1 John 4 verse 1 he said: 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can 
recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come 
in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from 
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is 
already in the world. 
4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in 
you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore 
speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God, 
and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. 
This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

You remember, the Gnostics used to say, “Jesus is not God in the flesh.” Besides that, they 
used to say that they were no longer sinning because the flesh and the spirit were separate and 
had no connection. So they said, “You could be a Christian, so your spirit is saved, but your 
flesh doesn't matter. So you could live however you want. You can party. You can sleep around. 
You can enjoy the best things of the world. Why live an ascetic life? Why deny yourself these 
things? You can't sin anymore.” That's what the Gnostics were teaching. 

John said, “Here's how you know the spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. Anybody who 
comes and says ‘Jesus is not God come in the flesh’ is already lying to you. So don't believe the 
rest of their message that tries to get you absorbed into the things of the world.” 

We are children of God 

John said in verse 19.  

We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of 
the evil one. 

“We are the children of God,” John said. “We are in the world but we are not of it. The world still 
listens to the evil one, but we don't. We listen to God,” which is why John said earlier in 1 John 2 
verse 15: 

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the 
Father is not in them. 16 For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust 
of the eyes, the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from 
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the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God 
lives forever. 

So many Christians still listen to the world. They want it. They want to be a part of it. They want 
to look like it. They don't want to seem like odd man out. They don’t want to be strange. They 
don’t want to be laughed at. They don’t want to be ridiculed. They don’t want to be different. 
Somehow, fundamentally far too many of us still believe that the world can offer us more than 
Jesus can actually offer us which is why we chase it. “The lust of the eye, the lust of the flesh, 
the pride of life.” The world is an expert at that. Satan uses it as a powerful weapon. 

One writer said, “The world is like saltwater to a thirsty man. The more you thirst, the more you 
want to drink. The more you drink, the thirstier you get until eventually you’ve drunk enough of it 
that it finally kills you. That’s what the world does. We think it will satisfy, but it's actually killing 
us. 

“The whole world is under the control of the evil one,” John said. “So why do you listen to him? 
Why do you want to be a part of it?” 

David Jackman, who I’ve quoted a number of times, was one of great Brittan's most well-known 
and loved Bible teachers said in his commentary: 

Not only do the world's attractions fail to satisfy, but they cannot last. All of these desires 
feed on their own fulfillment, but ultimately none of them will remain. So why should 
those who are heirs of the eternal world concentrate their interests and ambitions on 
something that is so fleeting and unreliable? We need to realize the brittleness of this 
world. Even before death, people who have lived this way are often convinced of the 
emptiness and uselessness of their lives and sometimes are profoundly frightened. A 
millionaire who may have lived for money can take none of it beyond the grave. The 
social climber will never be high enough up the ladder. The good time girl or boy ends up 
a spent alcoholic. The workaholic is made redundant or forced to retire early. Why live 
for these things when they cannot last? 

Those who choose to listen to God and obey his word are to do his will, and they prove that they 
are children of God. They who do the will of God and desire not the things of the world but 
desire the things of Christ, prove with certainty that Christ is in them and that in Christ they have 
overcome the world. 

Not only the truth about sin and the truth about the world, but we can live with certainty because 
we know the truth concerning Jesus. John said in verse 20: 

We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that 
we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true even in his Son Jesus 
Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 
21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols. 

A few years ago, Christian Smith, who I do not believe is a Christian, wrote in his book, Soul 
Searching, some summary perceptions about God that they have observed that are prevalent in 
the church in a contemporary culture. He said that most young evangelicals believed in what 
could best be described as not the Jesus of the Bible or the God of the Scriptures but in moral, 
therapeutic deism. I think he’s right on. 

“Morally” implies that God wants us to be nice, so he rewards the good and withholds 
from the naughty. It's a dualism. “Therapeutic” means that God just wants us to be 
happy, so we can do whatever we want as the Gnostics said because God's highest 
goal is that you be happy whatever it is. “Deism” means that God is distant and not 
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involved in our daily lives. God may get involved occasionally, but on the whole, God 
functions like an idea not a person actively present in our world.  

And according to Smith, this is the version of God that's prevalent in our culture and in our 
churches. Often without realizing it, every culture quietly molds and shapes our views of God. 
But we can't grow in a relationship with God if we do not have the God of the Bible.  

John taught these believers a valuable lesson. It’s not enough to say that you believe in Jesus 
or even that you believe in God. The question is, what Jesus and what God do you believe in? 
Who are these to you? Who is the true Jesus? Who is the true God? Because, as John built the 
case, the Gnostics in John's day, invented a god and a Jesus of their own imagination. The 
gods we invent and the Jesus that we adhere to can’t save us unless he’s the true one. John 
said, “We know the Jesus we believe in is actually the true one because, he said in verse 20: 

We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that 
we may know him who is true.  

John said, “This is the God who came in human flesh. We've seen him, touched him, heard him. 
We know who he is. We watched his miracles. We watched his life. We saw him live. We saw 
him die. We saw him resurrected. We know who this Jesus is. We don't know how many 
versions these others have invented, but we know the true one.” Because of that he said in 
verse 20: 

And we are in him who is true even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and 
eternal life. 

“Because Jesus is come,” John said, “we now understand who God really is.” And without that 
understanding, you'll fall prey to any version of God that seems to make sense. But it is Jesus 
who came to give us understanding, so that we can know him who is true. Therefore he said in 
verse 21: 

Dear children, keep yourselves from idols. 

Don't go chasing after false gods of any kind because you have the true one. 

I was reading some time ago a story of a family that moved to Minnesota. Minnesota is the land 
of 10,000 lakes. They had never lived in a cold weather climate before, and they find 
themselves living near one of these 10,000 lakes which froze over in the wintertime, something 
they had never been a part of. So they were wondering if they could go out on it, if it would hold 
their weight.  

They went tentatively to the edge of the lake and they put their foot on it. The ice held them up, 
so they would take a step out, they and their kids. They would go a few feet offshore and they 
would walk timidly up and down the shore testing it little by little to see if it would really hold 
them when all of a sudden behind them they heard this rumble. They turned around and coming 
down the embankment was this huge, four-wheel-drive pickup with big balloon tires hauling an 
ice fishing house who came screaming down the bank and shot out across the ice as they 
brought that out there as they did every year to set up their ice fishing house to fish for fish.  

When I read about that I thought, “How ironic is that?” Here’s this little family standing on the 
edge, timidly testing the ice as to whether or not it will hold them and this local guy without a 
second thought blasts out there with his huge pickup truck, balloon tires, and an ice house, 
having the time of his life because he knows, what? The ice will hold you. 

You know when I read that I thought, “There’s the contrast between how Christians live their 
lives. So many who haven’t really experienced God, who have not really listened to the truth, 
who have not really embraced who they are and what they can know, are always on the edge 
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timidly testing, always threatened by the latest article in “Time Magazine” or the latest fiasco on 
PBS or the latest false teaching that comes down the pike, or the latest news that shows up in 
the newspaper to refute who the true Jesus is. Every Christmas we’re inundated with this 
garbage, and people are struggling saying, “Wow, could this be true. Maybe I didn't believe the 
right Jesus. Wow, can I really believe this?” and on and on and on it goes. God doesn't want us 
walking along the edge timid because we don't know whether or not Christ can hold us. He 
wants us to be like the guy in the pickup truck with the balloon tires who’s been there many 
times before, hauling the ice house out across the ice saying, “Look. Whatever you may throw 
at me I know this. The ice is gonna hold. Jesus is real. He will not let me go. I believe the truth, 
and I live with certainty because I know who Jesus is. He’s given me eternal life.”  

What do we know? John said, “You know the truth concerning sin. You know the truth 
concerning the world. You know the truth concerning this Jesus, which is why he said in 
1 John 5 verse 6: 

This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water 
only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the 
truth. 7 But there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three 
are in agreement. 9 We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because 
it is the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. 10 Anyone who believes in 
the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has 
made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given 
about his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does 
not have life. 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 
know that you have eternal life.  

People, that is assurance. That is truth. And when you have that truth you can live a life of 
certainty. John said, “Don't let anyone—not the world, not false religions, not the cults, not the 
culture. Don't let anyone steal away what you have. You have Jesus. You have truth. And when 
you have the truth, you have life--life forever. That is how you live with certainty.” 

Lord, I thank you today for this is a word the world desperately needs, and we need it in the 
church. This is not a time for us to be always retreating, always questioning, always lurking in 
the shadows, always being beaten down by these ridiculous lies that have no basis. They are 
purely the invention of men. God, we don’t want an arrogance, we want a confidence, a 
certainty that we have known the truth and the truth has set us free. You are God come in the 
flesh, the sinless one who died on the cross and rose again, alive today, offering forgiveness 
and eternal life to all who will believe and receive you.  

Thank you, God, for the reminder of what we know, the truth, and in that truth we live a life of 
certainty and we thank you. In your precious name, Amen.  

 

 

 


