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December 22, 2013 
Matthew 1:18-25 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

The Miracle of Christmas 
 
If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to Matthew Chapter 1. 
We’re going to be looking today in his gospel at the miracle of Christmas. The reality is that 
Matthew had three and a half years with Jesus or thereabouts. On those trips along the road; on 
the nights they spent together on the Mount of Olives; and the times they were at Mary, Martha, 
and Lazarus's house in Bethany; and in many other places, I'm sure that Matthew and the other 
disciples said to him:  

Jesus, can you tell us again, the story about Bethlehem. I know you were just a baby, 
but you were God, I mean, you saw the whole thing even though you were in the whole 
thing. So tell us about it. What was your mother Mary like? What was your dad like as 
you were growing up? Tell us about the carpentry shop again. Did you ever meet any of 
those shepherds later? Did the Magi ever come back to visit? 

You can imagine all the questions that they would've talked about on most nights by the 
campfire. Someday you and I, because of Jesus, we may have a chance to sit around and talk 
with them about all those things. I’ve got so many questions, so many questions. I’m thankful 
I’ve got an eternity, because I've got a lot of stuff I’d like to talk to him about.  

Mathew loved to write about Jesus, apparently. He must have loved to retell this story again and 
again. This is why Matthew has these details, and that's why he tells the story like this in 
Matthew 1, verse 18: 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child 
through the Holy Spirit.19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man, and did 
not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you 
are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin 
will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which 
means “God with us”). 
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and 
took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. 
And he gave him the name Jesus. 

Let’s pray for a moment: 

Lord, this is your word given from you to us through a man who had the privilege of knowing you 
well and probably heard you say these things over and over again as he asked his questions. 
Everything about Christmas is a miracle, and this miracle is true. I'm praying today, God, you’ll 
touch all of our lives again with the miracle of Christmas, and we’ll praise you for it. In your 
precious name, Amen. 
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The doctor said, “If you are a believer in miracles this would be one.” Craig Brain Larson, in an 
article he was writing, said: 

The doctor was talking about Alcides Moreno. By every law of physics and medicine, 
Moreno should've died. Moreno was a window washer in Manhattan. He rode platforms 
with his brother Edgar high into the sky to wash the windows of these skyscrapers where 
they could look down upon the people below that look like ants.  

On December 7, 2007, catastrophe struck the Moreno family. As the brothers worked on 
the 47th story of the New York high rise, their platform collapsed, and Alcides and Edgar 
fell from the sky. If you are a believer in miracles this would be one.  

No, Alcides Moreno didn’t land on a passing airplane or catch his shirt on a flagpole or 
have something else like that happen like you see so many times in the movies. He fell 
the entire 47 stories and landed on the pavement below.  

As would be expected, unfortunately, his brother Edgar died instantly, but Alcides didn't. 
He lived. For two weeks he lived. He hung onto life by a thread. Then on Christmas Day 
he spoke and reached out to touch his nurse’s face. One month later, the doctors were 
saying, “It looks like he's going to recover, and he’ll be walking again.”  

If you are a believer in miracles this would be one which raises the question: Does God 
still work miracles today?  

A few years ago, the Pew Research Group did a study across America asking if people still 
believed in miracles. Seventy-nine percent said, “Yes.” I don't know what's wrong with the other 
21%, but 79% said they still believe in miracles, that there are times when God suspends the 
natural order and chooses to do instead the supernatural.  

Perhaps there never was a more powerful moment when the natural was replaced with the 
supernatural, than in the memorable events that took place on that first Christmas Day. God 
became a man.  

Matthew was an old Jewish tax collector transformed by his encounters with Jesus. Later in his 
life he wrote, under God’s inspiration, the story of Jesus. Part of that story is about his 
miraculous birth. It was a story he must have loved to hear again and again and again because 
the details can only come from Jesus. Apparently, Matthew love to tell the story. I'm glad he did 
because we have it for us today. Through Matthew we learn that everything about the Christmas 
story is a miracle that we can celebrate every day.  

What about Christmas is so miraculous? The message of Christmas and the man of Christmas. 
The message of Christmas is a miracle. Matthew put it like this in verse 18: 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child 
through the Holy Spirit.19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man, and did 
not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you 
are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 

This last Tuesday we celebrated the 110th anniversary of something that has affected all of us 
at one time or another. It's the story of Orville and Wilbur Wright, who on that day flew a 
heavier-than-air craft for the very first time. It was December 17, 1903, on the sand dunes near 
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. I’ve shared this story many times because it’s one of my favorite 
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remembrances. The conclusion of their flight, other people had studied and knew that heavier-
than-air flight was possible. These two were the first to actually do it.  

They sent a wire telegram home to their sister Catherine, a now somewhat famous telegram. In 
it they said this: “We've actually flown 120 feet. We’ll be home for Christmas.”  

Hastily, Catherine ran down the street, shoved the telegram, the news scoop of the century, up 
to the editor of their local, little, small town newspaper. He knew the boys well. He looked down 
and saw the note, looked up at Catherine and said, “Well, well. How nice. The boys will be 
home for Christmas.” Somewhere he missed the “flown 120 feet.” The news scoop of the 
century handed to this small town newspaper man and he missed it because he wasn't looking. 
He missed the message.  

You know, the announcement of Jesus’ coming was the greatest message the world had ever 
heard. It was truly extraordinary, but there were some then and still today who are missing it. 
We can’t always blame them though because if you think about it the miracle of the Christmas 
message is a little tough to grab a hold of when you first hear it. It was a miraculous message to 
Gabriel, remember? One of the first to be told what was going to be happening? Luke 
Chapter 1, verse 26: 

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a 
virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are 
highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

There are two angels name in this scripture. One is Michael, the archangel of God, the other is 
Gabriel, the one who is the messenger of God to Israel. Max Lucado, in his book When God 
Whispers Your Name, did a great job in helping us to think, ”What must have been going 
through Gabriel's mind as he’s receiving this message from God to take to Mary?” Here’s what 
he wrote: 

Gabriel was never one to question, but this time he had to wonder. God will become a 
baby? Gabriel had seen babies before. He had been platoon leader in Egypt in the 
Bulrush Operation. He remembered what little Moses looked like. 

“That's okay for humans,” he thought to himself, “but God? The heavens can't 
contain him, how can a body? Besides, have you ever seen what comes out of 
those babies? Hardly befitting for the creator of the universe. Babies must be 
carried and fed, bounced and bathed. To imagine some mother burping God on her 
shoulder?” 

That was beyond what even an angel could imagine. It was a miraculous message to Mary. Try 
to put yourself in her shoes. Luke 1, verse 29: 

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 
be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 
God. 31 You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will 
give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of 
God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who 
was said to be baron is in her sixth month. 37 For nothing is impossible with God.” 
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38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then 
the angel left her. 

A virgin about to have a baby.  

It was a miraculous message to Joseph. Imagine Joseph’s shock and disbelief when Mary 
comes. They were betrothed. In the Jewish custom they were already legally bound. The only 
thing that awaited was abstinence until the consummation and the formal addressing of their 
union together and their marriage covenant. Mary has the task of coming to say to Joseph, 
“Joseph, can you sit down? I have something to tell you. I'm pregnant and God did it.”  

Joseph was a good man, more than that he was a righteous man. In his mind there was only 
one explanation. “Mary’s pregnant. She's been messing around. I know she said God did this 
but…” The punishment for adultery was death by stoning. Joseph decided he wouldn't pursue 
that out of his love for Mary, and apparently the respect for her family. He decided he would 
divorce her quietly. He would not pursue his legal right. He would choose a different route. 
Matthew said in verse 20: 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you 
are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 

It was a miraculous message to the shepherds. Can you imagine out on that dark night on the 
hillsides? Luke 2, verse 8: 

And there were shepherds out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is Christ, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will 
find a baby wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger. 

God is sending his Son, the Messiah, to be born in Bethlehem? They could have said: 

Have you ever been to that village? It's not a place where kings are born. There’s 
nothing there. And in a stable with sheep and cows? You know what they do in the 
stable. He’s coming tonight? To us? 

But the scripture said they hurried off and they found Mary and Joseph and the baby lying in a 
manger. People, the message of Christmas is miraculous. That’s why it’s so hard for people to 
grasp right away. It’s no less miraculous to you and me and all who hear it.  

Do you remember John and his gospel? John 1, verse 1: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 

Verse 14: 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the one and only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Jesus said in John 3, verse 16: 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him would not perish but have eternal life. 
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God has become a man. The word has been made flesh. His glory is made manifest among us, 
and he’s come to save his people from their sins. He’s come to die in our place. Everything 
about the message of Christmas is miraculous, and everything about the message is true which 
is why God had spoken through the prophet Isaiah more than 700 years before, posing the 
question of the ages in Isaiah 53, verse 1, “Who has believed our message?” That's a good 
question. Who has believed? Who of us in here has believed?  

Gabriel believed, and went to deliver the message to a Galilean teenager named Mary. He 
found out that God’s message was true. Mary believed the message, and nine months later she 
held the miracle in her arms. Joseph believed the message, and took Mary to be his wife, and 
he took God's son to be his own. The shepherds believed the message and left the manger 
after looking into the face of God, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard 
and seen which were just as they have been told.  

Which leaves the question, what about you and me? Have we believed the message of 
Christmas? Truly believed it to the point that it makes a difference in how we live, and what we 
think, and what we say, and the ordering of our priorities, and the handling of our 
circumstances? God became a man, lived a sinless life, and went to the cross to die for our 
sins. He was buried; he rose again, and lives today offering forgiveness, salvation, and eternal 
life to those who believe. The message of Christmas is a miracle, and the message is true. It 
impacted people like the apostle Paul who called himself “the chief of sinners” in a way that he 
never got tired of speaking about. You remember in Romans 6, verse 23: 

For the wages of sin is death,  

But what? 

but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Matthew said in verse 20: 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you 
are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 

The message of Christmas is a miracle, and it's still saving people who believe it. Not only is the 
message of Christmas a miracle, but the man of Christmas is a miracle. Verse 22: 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will 
be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means 
“God with us”). 
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and 
took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. 
And he gave him the name Jesus. 

This last week was another historic week in American history. Monday the 16th was the 69th 
anniversary of a famous World War II battle, The Battle of the Bulge. That's an especially 
meaningful battle in American History. It took place December 16, 1944 to January 25, 1945. 
That battle had an impact on me, not because I fought in it, as some of you are wondering, 
”Was he there when that thing happened?” No. I wasn’t. I may look like it some Sundays, but I 
wasn’t there.  
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My dad fought in that battle. It was a major German offensive against the Allied Forces in 
Europe. My dad was wounded in that battle. He was shot in the foot, along with 50,000 other 
Americans who were wounded in that battle. Twenty thousand of our fellow citizens went 
missing in action. Ten thousand of them died.  

There was a documentary on ABC about that battle a few years ago. Part of the documentary 
took an interesting twist. They were interviewing children who had been born to some of the 
men who died. In other words, they were home on a leave, obviously conceived a child, had to 
return back to fight, and never came home. These kids are born never seeing their fathers.  

One of the stories that intrigued me was the story about one little boy whose only knowledge of 
his dad was a picture in his living room and whatever his mom could tell him. What struck me in 
this documentary was the little boy said that for a lot of his life he would say, “If only my father 
could step out of that picture and be real.” The heart of a kid who never meets his dad.   

You know it would take a miracle for that to happen. But that miracle did happen for you and me 
long ago in a little village named Bethlehem when our Father stepped out of heaven into our 
world and became real. God became a man that Christmas Day. The angel’s message to 
Joseph could not have been clearer. Verse 21: 

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins.” 
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin 
will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which 
means “God with us”). 

“God with us.”  

John would later put it like this is in John 1, verse 18, “No one has ever seen God, but the One 
and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.” 

Paul would lay it out straight for us in Colossians 2, verse 9, “For in Christ all the fullness of 
Deity lives in bodily form.” God become a man.  

Miraculous enough, that God would go to a cross. But what about the miracle of why God would 
become a man? 

Max Lucedo, in his book God Came Near, captured the reality like this: 

He looks like anything but a king. His face is prunish and red. His cry, though strong and 
healthy, is still the helpless and piercing cry of a baby. He is absolutely dependent upon 
Mary for his well-being. Majesty in the midst of the mundane. Holiness in the filth of 
sheep manure and sweat. Divinity entering the world on the floor of a stable through the 
womb of a teenager and in the presence of a carpenter.  

Mary touches the face of the infant God and wonders, “How long was your journey?” 
This baby had overlooked the universe. These rags keeping him warm are the robes of 
eternity. His golden throne room had been abandoned in favor of a dirty sheep pen, and 
worshiping angels have been replaced with kind but bewildered shepherds. 

“God with us.”  

Jesus is the eternal God in human flesh. Matthew said in verse 24: 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 
Mary home as his wife. 25 But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And 
he gave him the name Jesus. 
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There’s a lot of significance in that name. It’s the perfect name, actually. Theologically, you 
know the Greek name “Jesus” is the same as the Hebrew name “Joshua,” which means, 
“Jehovah is salvation” or “the Lord saves.” But you need to know, in the days of Jesus it was like 
naming your kid Billy or Bob or Jimmy or Larry. It was one of the most common names on the 
street. He is truly one of us in every way.  

Max Lucado wrote a little booklet once called The Christmas Present, and in it he was telling 
how the name of Jesus brings the majesty of God close enough to touch. I love the way he put 
it, so I want to read it for you. Listen to this: 

It is doubtful he would distance himself with a lofty name like Reverent Holiness Angelic 
Divinity III. No, when God chose the name his Son would carry, he chose a human 
name. He chose a name so typical that it would appear two or three times on every 
given class role. ”The word became flesh,” John said.  

He was touchable, approachable, reachable, and what's more he was ordinary. If you 
were here today you probably wouldn't notice him as he walked through a shopping mall. 
He wouldn't turn heads by the clothes he wore or the jewelry he flashed. “Just call me 
Jesus,” you can hear him say. “Just call me Jesus.” 

He was the kind of fellow you’d invite to watch the Rams/Giants game at your house or maybe 
the Seahawk/Forty Niner game that may be coming up. We all know who Jesus would be 
rooting for. (Laughter) Forgive me. He would wrestle on the floor with your kids. He would doze 
on your couch and cook steaks on your grill. He’d laugh at your jokes and tell a few of his own. 
When you spoke, he’d listen to you as if he had all the time in eternity. One thing’s certain, if you 
had this Jesus over you’d be sure to invite him back.  

When God chose to reveal himself, he did so through a human body. The tongue that called 
forth the dead was a human one. The hand that touched the leper had dirt under its nails. The 
feet upon which the woman wept were calloused and dusty, and his tears, they came from a 
heart as broken as yours and mine has ever been. “For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,” the writer of Hebrews said. So people came to him 
-- my, how they came to him. 

They came at night. They touched him as he walked down the street. They followed him around 
the sea. They invited him into their homes and placed their children at his feet. Why did they do 
that? Because he refused to be a statue in a cathedral or a priest in an elevated pulpit. He 
chose instead to be Jesus.  

There's not a hint of one person who was afraid to draw near to him. There were those who 
mocked him. There were those who were envious of him. There were those who misunderstood 
him, and there were those who revered him. But there was not one person who considered him 
too holy, too divine, or too celestial to touch. There was not one person who ever feared being 
rejected. Max Lucado said:  

Remember that. Remember that the next time you find yourself amazed at your own 
failures. Remember that the next time acidic accusations burn holes in your soul. Jesus 
understands. Remember that the next time you see a cold cathedral or hear a lifeless 
liturgy. Remember, it is man who creates the distance. It is Jesus who builds the bridge.  

“Just call me Jesus.” God became a man in a manger that day in Bethlehem. Isaiah was right, 
the people would call him Immanuel, God with us. Awesome enough to rule as King over all 
creation and yet human enough to experience our every need. Almighty God who became like 
one of us and then died in our place so that we could live forever. “Just call me Jesus.” And 
that man is the miracle of Christmas. Miracles often seem unbelievable, but it doesn’t make 
them untrue.  
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I was reading a story sometime ago in one of Lucado’s other books about the time he heard 
Landon Saunders, who is the host of the Heartbeat Radio Program. He heard Landon speaking 
to an audience about these very things, the miracle of Christmas and all the things related to the 
life of Christ.  

There was a young man in the audience, a university student, who apparently had never heard 
the stories before. I can relate. Though I was familiar with the Christmas story as a kid, I never 
knew what it meant, never knew who Jesus really was. Apparently this kid, listening to Landon 
Saunders, had never heard the story before. He began to ask questions afterward in front of the 
whole audience and held them spellbound.  

This young university student stood up and said, “You mean to tell me God became a baby?  

Lucado said that the one posing the question was puzzled. His thick eyebrows furrowed and 
down, and his eyes squinted in caution. Max Lucado was watching this take place. He was in 
the room while it happened. Though there were places to sit, he opted not to do so. He 
preferred to stand safely behind the crowd, unsure yet intrigued by what he was hearing. 
Throughout the lecture he had listened intently, occasionally uncrossing his arms to stroke his 
whiskered chin.  

Now, however, he stood upright, punching the air with his fingers as he queried, “And that he 
was born in a sheep stable?” He looked as though it walked down from one of the adjacent 
Colorado mountains: stocking hat, down vest, nylon leggings, and hiking boots. He sounded as 
though he honestly didn't know if the story he was hearing was mountain legend or gospel truth.  

Saunders replied, “Yes, that's what I mean to say.” 

“And then after becoming a baby, he was raised in a blue collar home? He never wrote any 
books or held any offices, yet he called himself the Son of God?” 

“That's right.” 

“He never traveled outside his own country? Never studied at a university? Never lived in a 
palace and yet asked to be regarded as the creator of the universe? 

“That's correct.” 

“And this crucifixion story -- he was betrayed by his own people? No followers came to his 
defense, and then he was executed like a common junkyard thief?” 

“That’s the gist of it.”  

“And after the killing, he was buried in a borrowed grave?” 

“Yes. He had no grave of his own nor money with which to purchase one.” 

Lucado said, “The honesty of the dialogue kept the audience spellbound. I realized I was 
witnessing one of those rare times when two people were willing to question the holy. Here were 
two men, standing on opposite sides of a deep chasm. One asking the other if the bridge that 
stretched between them could be trusted. There was a hint of emotion in the student’s voice as 
he carefully worded the next question.  

“And according to what's written, after three days in the grave he was resurrected and made 
appearances to over 500 people?” 

“Yes.” 

“All this was to prove that God still loves his people and provides a way for us to return to him?” 
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“Right.”  

Lucado said, “I knew which question was coming next. Everyone in the room knew it. It could've 
gone without being asked, and in my heart of hearts I was hoping that it wouldn't be asked.” 

“Doesn't that all sound rather --” he paused a second searching for the right adjective. “Doesn't 
that all sound rather absurd?” 

All the heads turned in perfect sync and looked at Landon. All the heads, that is, except mine. 
My head was spinning as I was forced to look at Jesus from a new angle. Christianity absurd? 
The resurrection, absurd? My Sunday School Jesus had been taken down from the flannel 
board.  

Landen’s response was simple. “Yes. Yes, I suppose it does sound absurd, doesn't it? Miracles 
always do, but it doesn't mean they're not true.” 

Everything about the Christmas story is a miracle, and the story is true. The message of 
Christmas is true. God became a man and made his dwelling among us. We have beheld his 
glory. The manger stands in the shadow of a cross.  

This baby grew up and lived sinless life, and went to a cross and died there for you and me to 
pay for our sins. He was buried in a tomb, and three days later he rose again. He's alive today, 
and he’s still offering forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life to everyone who believes him.  

I know it sounds absurd. It’s miraculous and it's true. The man of Christmas is true. He’s 
Emanuel, God with us, but he is Jesus, the one who comes close enough to touch. No matter 
what we're facing, he knows it. He's lived it. He cares about what you're going through, and he 
is still the answer. A God who comes close enough to touch - miraculous.  

For everyone who believes and comes close enough to receive the message and the man, they 
will know then that the miracle of Christmas is true. Matthew 7, verse 21: 

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins.” 
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin 
will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which 
means “God with us”). 

People, I have to tell you, that's one miracle too good to miss.  

Father, I want to thank you today that no matter how many times we've heard it, like Matthew, it 
lives again each time it comes to our minds and hearts if we will pause to think about the absurd 
and realize it's true. The truth in a message in a man, miraculous in every way that is still saving 
people who believe.  

While your heads are bowed and your eyes are closed, I just want to ask you: Have you 
believed this miracle? The miracle of a message that God became a man to die on a cross to 
save you from your sins? The miracle of a man, God in the flesh, creator of the universe. His 
name is Jesus, the one who loves us and cares for us and gave his life for us.  

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

The salvation that Jesus offers is by faith. It’s a gift. It cannot be earned or worked for. Jesus 
paid it all. Like any gift, for it to be yours you must receive it. It’s no different with this gift.  

 



Page 10 of 10 

If you're here today and you know you’re a sinner like the rest of us, and you believe that your 
sin is what separates you from God and that Jesus Christ, the miracle of Christmas, came to set 
us free from that sin and to give us life, then ask Jesus to save you today and he will, He’ll 
honor that faith. He’ll save you.  

If you're not sure what to say or even how to say it, you can pray with me right now from your 
heart to God and he'll hear you. In the quietness of your own heart you can just say to him: 

Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I believe that my sin is what separates me from you. I 
believe that you love me and that's why you came to die for me, in my place, for my sins, on that 
cross. When my payment was made, I believe you were buried, and I believe you rose again as 
you promised, victorious. I believe you’re alive right now. So, Lord Jesus, I ask you please come 
and live in me, wash away all of my sins, and forgive me. I receive your gift. I believe in the 
miracle. Teach me to follow you all of my days, and I will thank you for the joy of my salvation. 

If you prayed that in your heart today to God, he hears you and Jesus actually comes to live in 
you in the person of his Holy Spirit. Your sin is washed away, and you’re brought into a 
relationship with God. You have eternal life.  

If you prayed that with me today, I want to ask that before you leave today would you come to 
the Prayer Room for just a moment? We have some information we’d love to give you to 
encourage your faith.  

Father, thank you for those who are praying today to receive you. The miracle that has always 
been is a miracle that’s still alive. The message and the man is a miracle of Christmas. Thank 
you for so great a salvation. We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen.  


