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January 26, 2014 
Ephesians 5:22-33 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

The Church is His Bride 
 
If you have your Bibles, I’d like you to turn if you would to Ephesians Chapter 5. We are 
continuing on. This is Week 2 of our series “The Living Church: Impacting the World as the 
Body of Christ.” Last week we learned that the church is us. It’s not a building. It’s not a 
denomination. It’s not even a location. The church is people. We are the church. 

Today, Paul is going to expand on our understanding of what the church is -- the living church -- 
as the bride of Christ. Now, I’ve got to tell you, guys, it’s hard for us to get into the context of this 
so I need to put on your feminine side today, whatever that looks like, because it’s hard for us to 
think of us as a bride of anything. But we are part of the church, and the church is his bride. 
When Paul was trying to explain those powerful concepts to the church at Ephesus, this the way 
he wrote it in Ephesians 5, verse 22: 

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the 
wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as 
the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in 
everything. 
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 
26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to 
present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, 
but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their 
own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated his own 
body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are 
members of his body. 31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery—but 
I am talking about Christ and the church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his 
wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 

The other verse we will be looking at today and our memory verse for this week, Revelation 19, 
verse 7: 

Let us rejoice and be glad 
    and give him glory! 
For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 
    and his bride has made herself ready. 
 

Lord, it's overwhelming for us to think of ourselves as the bride of Christ, and yet that's exactly 
who we are. The more we see ourselves that way, and you as the groom, the more we’ll 
understand how the church is supposed to work and why you have ordained marriage as you 
have to be a picture of that relationship. I'm praying, God, that today you’ll give us ears to hear, 
eyes to see, and hearts to believe that we may live as your church and we’ll thank you. In your 
precious name, Amen. 

It was one of the most heart stopping moments in my life, standing at the front of the church on 
our wedding day waiting for my bride to appear. The doors open in the back, and when she 
came around the corner on the arm of her dad I thought my heart was going to stop. If I was a 
chicken I would have laid an egg or whatever chickens do when they are excited. She was 
beautiful, brilliant, gorgeous, the most beautiful bride I had ever seen, and she still is.  
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As hard as it is for us to imagine this, that's how Jesus sees us, his bride: beautiful, brilliant, and 
gorgeous. In fact, some of the words used by Paul in Ephesians 5 could be translated just like 
that. We are the church and the church is his bride. We are betrothed to him, and our wedding 
day is fast approaching.  

We are in Week 2 of our study together “The Living Church: Impacting the World as the Body of 
Christ.” Last week, we learned that the church is not a building, denominational label, or a 
specific location. The church is people. The church is us, every believer past, present, and 
future who has Christ living in them. We are the living church, Jesus is the head. We are his 
body, and we live as his visible presence in the world.  

I got a report this week that for some of the groups they were having a hard time with this 
concept that we are the church. Some thought it sounded a bit arrogant, proud, or cocky, and 
part of the reason for that is we’re not used to thinking of ourselves the way Jesus sees us. We 
still think of the church as a place, a building, a location. While it's certainly not wrong to say, “I 
go to Golden Hills,” or “I go to” wherever, we as the church need to begin seeing ourselves the 
way God does and realize that primarily he doesn’t see us that way. He sees us as a body. 
Today he’s showing us that he sees us as his bride. That's why Paul said in verse 31: 

For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the 
two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ 
and the church. 

The church is the bride of Christ. That's why last week when we saw the word for “church” in the 
original it was the word “Iglesia.” It’s not surprising to find that it’s written in the feminine form 
because when Paul speaks of the church he speaks of the church as “her” because he's 
referring to us as the bride of Christ. That's why it says in verse 25: 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 

Jesus feeds and cares for his bride. That's what it says in verse 28 when Paul wrote: 

In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves 
his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and 
cares for it, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of his body. 

“Feeds and cares for it.” The King James Version uses the words “nurtures or nourishes and 
cherishes her.” That idea behind the word “nourish” or “feed” is the idea of nourishing out of 
himself. He gives himself to us. We draw our life from him. The word “cherish” is a word that 
literally means “softened by the heat.” It's a term that means “to care for tenderly, to keep 
warm.” it's the idea of a mother bird sitting on a nest keeping her chicks warm, caring for them, 
and protecting them. That's what Jesus does for his church, his bride.  

These images are used by God to describe our relationship with Jesus. He is the groom; we are 
the bride. That's why this week Pastor David and Pam Parsons in their excellent work in the 
workbook reminded us of Isaiah's words when God was describing to Israel his relationship with 
them. He said in Isaiah 62, verse 5:  

As a young man marries a maiden, 
    so will your Builder -- or your son -- marry you; 
as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, 
    so will your God rejoice over you. 
 

That's why you always want to be careful how you live and treat the church. That's why you 
always want to be careful about what you say about the church. The local church -- the body of 
Christ -- isn’t perfect. It has its faults. We’re not asked to stick our head in the sand or be 
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Pollyannas. We're not yet perfect, but we are his bride. You bad mouth the church, you’re 
badmouthing his bride. You hurt the church or it’s mission, you’re hurting his bride. You mess 
with his bride, you’ll answer to him. When we live as his bride, we experience the joy of 
relationship with him which is why Paul told the Ephesians, “We are his church, his bride, living 
to impact the world for Christ.” 

How do we live as his bride? Paul tells them, “We do it when we live in submission to his 
headship and in fidelity to our relationship.” The church lives as Christ’s bride when we live in 
submission to his headship. Paul put it like this verse 22: 

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the 
wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as 
the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in 
everything. 

Submission and headship in a marriage is often misunderstood, neglected, or abused. I was 
reading this week about a man, who after reading a book called Man of the House during his 
commute home from work, the enlightened husband stormed into the house to confront his wife. 
Pointing his finger in her face he said,  

From now on, I want you to know that I am the man of this house and my word is law. 
Tonight you are to prepare for me a gourmet meal and a sumptuous dessert. Then when 
I'm done eating, you're going to draw me a bath so I have a relaxing soak. When I'm 
finished with my bath, guess who’s going to dress me and comb my hair? 

The wife looked at him for a moment and said, “My guess is the funeral director.” 

Who could blame a wife for resisting a man who treated her like that? What that man was 
seeking was not submission. It was subjugation. 

Warren Wiersbe, great Bible teacher, written many, many books, had a piece in “Leadership 
Magazine” where he said: 

Submission is not subjugation. Subjugation turns a person into a thing, destroys 
individuality, and removes all liberty. Submission makes a person become more of what 
God wants them to be, whether a woman or a man. 

Submission is a beautiful thing in the eyes of God. That's why God wants wives and the church 
to submit to their head. Paul told the church that the bridegroom relationship involves 
submission to a head, a God-given authority. Verse 22: 

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the 
wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as 
the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in 
everything. 

The word “submit” is a military term actually. It means “to rank under,” but used in the context 
here and in the tense of the verb that Paul used, he's clearly talking about a willing submission 
so that people could see that it was in the best interest of themselves and the good of the whole 
of which they were a part. So, when a woman submits to her husband or a church submits to 
Christ, they’re acknowledging God's rightful authority over the whole; they’re affirming their 
submission to God's established order for the marriage, for the home, and for the church.  

When a wife doesn't submit to her husband’s headship, or a church doesn't submit to Christ’s 
headship, the whole function and purpose of marriage and the church is compromised, and the 
impact of both of those great institutions can sometimes be lost to the world.  
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It's important to understand that a woman is not in submission to every man. This is not about 
men as better than women. The Bible is clear. A wife is to be submitted to her husband. The 
woman is not subservient to a man. She's not less valuable or beneath him. The New 
Testament is clear that it elevates women to their rightful created place. A man and a woman 
are equal in the sight of God. They have different roles. She is his equal. When she submits to 
her husband, she is really submitting to Christ’s headship over her life and over her home and 
the order of which God has established.  

When a man loves his wife the way Christ loves the church, sacrifices for her, and puts her 
interests ahead of is own, the circle is complete. The man loves his wife. The wife submits to the 
man, and both of them submit to God. When a man, a woman, or a church submits to Jesus as 
head, when he is in first place, then the marriage, the family, and the church can function as it 
was designed.  

That's why a man with a man or a woman with a woman could never be a marriage. It can never 
fulfill the purpose for which God created the institution that was when a man and a woman are 
united together they would be a living picture of Christ's relationship with his bride. That's the 
purpose. That's why when couples come and they want to get married, in the premarital I 
sometimes ask them, “Are you ready to take on the responsibility as husband and wife to be the 
picture of Christ and the church? Because if you're not you might want to rethink this thing. This 
isn’t about you or your happiness or any of your drives. This is about taking on a mantle of love 
and sacrifice, headship and submission, that your relationship will be a picture in the world of 
what Christ’s relationship is with his church.”  

That’s what a marriage is supposed to be. So if the benefit of submission is so great, why is 
submission so hard? One of the reasons is our sinful nature wants to be first. We desire to be in 
charge. We want to be our own god. We don’t we want to be surrendered to anybody. It was the 
original problem that lead Adam and Eve to sin, and along with them all of humanity. Eve didn’t 
want to submit to her husband. She didn’t want to submit to God. She believed she had a better 
plan. Our nature makes it hard for us to submit, but also our culture makes it hard. We are 
constantly inundated with messages stressing our rights, to be first, to be subject to no one.  
“Don't you serve. You’re here to be served.” It’s the whole entitlement thing. It’s like Pastor Dave 
and Pam Parsons, who co-wrote our excellent study for this week, said in Week 2, Day 1: 

Submission is a nasty word in our culture, isn’t it? We want to be our own boss, 
unfettered, independent. This concept has become woven into the fabric of our way of 
life. We are aghast by any infringement on our rights; we are indignant by any attempts 
to limit our freedom. We distain submitting to anyone.  

Add to that, our nature and our culture; add to that our lack of trust. We have presidents who lie, 
pastors and priests who are immoral, spouses who cheat, and con artists always on the move. 
There is a general mistrust, even of God. Dave and Pam went on to write:  

Willful submission is all about trust. If you trust someone, you won't doubt his motives or 
intention to do what is right. If you truly trust a person, submission to him isn’t difficult at 
all. So it is with God. The more you know Him, the more you trust Him, and the easier it 
is to submit to Him and obey His Word and will. In fact, submitting your life to God is 
blissfully freeing. (I trust Him far more than I trust myself.) The truth sets us free---and 
one wonderfully basic truth is, God is trustworthy. Submission is really about giving a 
trustworthy God the reigns and rights to your life.  

Wives find it hard to submit to husbands they don't trust. That's why it's so important, guys, for 
us to live fully surrendered to Christ. I know we're not perfect. I’m as flawed as any of us, but a 
woman knows the difference between a man who’s really following Christ and one who’s just 
giving lip service to that. Our kids know it too. Our families have a hard time submitting and  
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surrendering to the leadership of a man they know is not following Jesus. But when a woman 
sees a man seeking to live and to love like Jesus did with his help, she's more apt to trust his 
leadership and submit to his headship.  

Churches find it hard to submit to God they don't trust. If we don't believe his word, if we don’t 
believe he really loves us, if we don't believe he cares for us or really knows what he's doing 
and we can trust who he is in his faithfulness and his goodness, we're going to have a hard time 
trusting him. Our circumstances will scream louder than his character. And if we don't trust God 
we won't submit him. We’ll begin to think at times we can actually do better than God is doing 
with our situation because we can see it clearer that he does and we can do it better. We don't 
like the outcomes he has planned.  

Which begs the question, What would church really look like if every believer was fully 
submitted to the headship of Jesus Christ? What would that church look like? They would know 
the living presence of God in their midst. Everyone would worship, grow, and serve to bring him 
glory. There’d be no one left out. There’d be no lack of prayer. There’d be no lack of money or 
anything else. They would have a unity of spirit and a bond of peace that only God can create. 
They would be the living church impacting the world for Jesus Christ. If any local church had a 
hundred percent of its people engaged as the bride of Christ and living under his headship, that 
community could not help but feel the impact of his presence. That’s the way God designed it to 
work. The question is, Are we ready to experience the fullness of his life living as the bride of 
Christ, and are we really ready as individuals and corporately to say, “Jesus is Lord. He's my 
husband; he's my head.”  

Not only living submission to his headship, but the church lives as Christ’s bride when we live in 
fidelity to our relationship. Paul said in verse 25: 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 
to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to 
present her to himself as a radiant church (a gorgeous church actually), without stain or 
wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands 
ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 
After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ 
does the church— 30 for we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a man will 
leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 
flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 

About a year or so ago, our neighborhood was getting overrun by turkeys. Anybody else see a 
bunch of those birds running around? When you first see them you can't believe they’re there. 
You think, What? Wild turkeys in our residential neighborhood? This is cool. But then after they 
poop on your roof, your car, your lawn, your driveway, and everything else that you own, you’re 
thinking, This is not so cool.  

When the turkeys left our neighborhood I was really glad, but I got an interest in turkeys, so I 
started learning a little bit more about them. I came across this article talking about how turkeys 
can teach us about faithfulness and marriage. I obviously was hooked. I had to read this thing. 
Now, listen to this: 

Male turkeys, often referred to as “toms” or “gobblers” are created with a unique ability. 
When a tom gobbles, all hens within range answer the call and begin moving toward 
him. During the spring mating season, toms call for potential mates all day long. There is 
an exception however. If a tom already has a hen with him, most of the time he will not 
leave his lady to check out another hen no matter how many are responding to his call. 
The only gobble he listens to is that of his mate. The tom is wired to know that females 
come to him, so in most cases a mature tom will not leave the hen he can see to chase 
down a hen he cannot see. It is against his nature, but there are exceptions.  
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Every now and then a tom will violate everything he knows to be true and he leaves his 
hen. Most of the time he never comes home. What sounded like a willing mate offering 
an enticing call was really an imposter with a gun. 

God has built into the turkey world that if you are faithful to your mate it will protect you. People 
could learn a lot from turkeys. If you are married, the only thing waiting for you if you stray into 
infidelity is generations of trouble, heartache, and pain. That's why God's warnings against 
adultery are so graphic. We believe Solomon wrote many of the proverbs. He was writing to 
give instruction to his son. He sets his warnings in the context of “beware of the adulterous,” but 
it just as easily could've been to a woman to “be careful of the advances of an adulterer.” 
Proverbs 6, verse 20:  

My son, keep your father’s commands 
    and do not forsake your mother’s teaching. 
21 Bind them upon on your heart forever; 
    fasten them around your neck. 
22 When you walk, they will guide you; 
    when you sleep, they will watch over you; 
    when you awake, they will speak to you. 
 

Remember, Paul said in Ephesians 5 that you are cleansed by the washing of water through the 
word. 

23 For these commands are a lamp, 
    this teaching is a light, 

and the corrections of discipline 
    are the way to life, 
24 keeping you from the immoral woman, 
    from the smooth tongue of the wayward wife. 
25 Do not lust in your heart after her beauty 
    or let her captivate you with her eyes. 
26 For the prostitute reduces you to a loaf of bread, (just something to be consumed) 
    and the adulteress preys on your very life. 
27 Can a man scoop fire into his lap 
    without his clothes being burned? 
 
28 Can a man walk on hot coals 
    without his feet being scorched? 
29 So is he who sleeps with another man’s wife; 
    no one who touches her will go unpunished. 
30 Men do not despise a thief if he steals 
    to satisfy his hunger when he is starving. 
31 Yet if he is caught, he must pay sevenfold, 
    though it costs him all the wealth of his house. 
32 But a man who commits adultery lacks judgement; 
    whoever does so destroys himself. 
 

Adultery is a serious evil. It strikes at the heart of God's foundation for marriage and family and 
destroys the image of the purity that exists between Christ and his church. I assure you, Jesus 
is no adulterer, and his church is not to be either. That's why God intended its prohibition in the 
Ten Commandments. That's one of the reasons why the world fights so hard for their removal.  

Can God forgive adultery? Of course he can, and he does all the time. God forgives our sin, and 
I'm grateful. But don't ever, ever participate willingly in adultery. If you are in an adulterous 
relationship, you certainly don't want to stay in it. What’s true for a man and a woman in a 
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marriage is also true for Christ and his church. Paul said that Christ desires a relationship with 
his church that is marked by holiness, purity, fidelity, and sacrificial love. That’s why he said in 
verse 25: 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 
to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to 
present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, 
but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their 
own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated his own 
body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are 
members of his body. 31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery—but 
I am talking about Christ and the church. 

Paul is saying, “Do you realize that when you are an adulterous man or an adulterous woman, 
you're actually destroying yourself?” As a church we need to realize that Jesus gave his life for 
this relationship with us. He raised us up out of sin, death, and seated us with him. He betrothed 
himself to us, and we to him. 

We’re not used to terms of betrothal, but it was part of the beginning of a marriage relationship 
in the Jewish custom. A man would go to a father whose daughter he wanted to marry. He 
would pay a bride price. Jesus paid a horrendous price for this bride. The betrothal began with a 
promise, “If you come to me, I will take you to be my own,” and the relationship was sealed. It 
was binding. That's why when Joseph, when thought Mary had been unfaithful in getting 
pregnant with Jesus, he thought he had to divorce her because the betrothal is a binding 
commitment. It cannot be broken. Jesus has betrothed himself to us.  

When the betrothal took place, the man would pay the bride price, and then he would go back to 
his father’s house and get a room ready for her. When the room was ready -- it could be years 
later -- he would come to receive his bride for the wedding feast that would consummate the 
marriage that had already been sealed by the betrothal. You and I are betrothed to Christ.  

That's why in the Old Testament, when God was looking for a way to communicate to Israel the 
pain of the spiritual adultery he saw in their lives as they chased after false gods, false altars, as 
they worshipped money, power, self, pride, and all the things that were arrayed as the false 
gods. He raised up Hosea and said, “Hosea, I want you to remind these people they’re 
betrothed to me.” Hosea 2, verse 19: 

I will betroth you to me forever; 
    I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, 
    In love and compassion. 
20 I will betroth you in faithfulness, 
    and you will acknowledge the Lord. 

 
Israel became spiritually adulterous. They didn’t remain faithful to Christ. He was not first place. 
They weren’t submitted to his head, so God sent them into captivity and bondage because of 
their unfaithfulness. Jesus wants a relationship of fidelity and faithfulness with his bride, the 
church. Jesus is always faithful. That's why Paul could say, “Husbands I want you to love your 
wives the way Christ loved the church.” The church never has to wonder if Jesus is faithful. The 
question is, Are we faithful to him, or still chasing after the many false gods of the world? The 
Lord's brother, James, wrote in James 4, verse 4: 

You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward 
God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 5 Or 
do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies 
intensely?  
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The idea there is jealously. We are betrothed to God. When his church doesn’t live for him, 
when we prostitute ourselves with all kinds of other things that vie for his rightful place, the spirit 
of God he placed in us envies intensely. There is a jealously there, because God is feeling the 
pain of that spiritual adultery. That’s why he went on to say in verse 6: 

But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: 

“God opposes the proud 
    but gives grace to the humble.” 
 
7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

There you see the one who is behind all adultery, spiritual and otherwise. 

 8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter 
to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift 
you up.  

That's why John warned us about carrying an adulterous love relationship with a world system 
that's opposed to God. You remember? 1 John Chapter 2, verse 15: 

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love of the 
Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of 
his eyes, and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but 
from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of 
God lives forever.  

That’s why Dave and Pam wrote this week in Week 2, Day 3: 

God longs to have a personal a loving relationship with us, His bride. He wants our 
devotion, our loyalty, and our fidelity. For this reason, when we become attached to 
other things that take away our love and loyalty, He is greatly distressed. Yes, God can 
experience the pain of adultery. . . 

We are the precious and beautiful bride of our Lord, Jesus Christ. It is spiritually vital to 
daily examine our lives, making sure we are true to our Lord and free from all forms of 
idolatry. And we can regularly pray what the psalmist cried out in Psalm 139 verse 23: 

 Search me, God, and know my heart; 
    test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
24 See if there is any offensive way in me, 
    and lead me in the way everlasting.  

 
Jesus wants our relationship with him to be like a never-ending honeymoon.  

John Piper, great writer, wrote in his book The Pleasures of God: 

Sometimes we joke and say about marriage, “The honeymoon is over.” That's because 
we are finite. We can't sustain a honeymoon level of intensity and affection. We can't 
foresee the irritations that come with long-term familiarity. We can't stay as fit and 
handsome as we were then. We can't come up with enough new things to keep the 
relationship that fresh. But God says his joy over his people is like a bridegroom over a 
bride. He’s talking about honeymoon intensity, honeymoon pleasures, honeymoon 
energy, excitement, enthusiasm, and enjoyment. He is trying to get into our hearts what 
he means when he says, “He rejoices over us with all his heart.”  
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Add to this that with God the honeymoon never ends. He is infinite in power and wisdom 
and creativity and love, and so he has no trouble sustaining a honeymoon level of 
intensity. He can foresee all the future quirks of our personality and has decided he will 
keep what's good for us and change what isn’t. He will always be as handsome as he 
ever was and will see to it that we get more and more beautiful forever. He infinitely is 
creative enough to think of new things to do together so that there will be no boredom for 
the next trillion ages of millenniums. 

That's what Paul was describing: a relationship with Christ as his bride that never fades and 
gets better and better and better as we become more like him. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 
26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to 
present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, 
but holy and blameless. 

Someday we’re going to experience the fullness of this relationship, but Jesus wants us to know 
more of the joy of it right now. We will, he said, “When we live in submission to our head and 
when we live in fidelity to our relationship.”  

You and I right now as his church, his bride, are living in the betrothal period. Our groom has 
come. He has promised to take us and he has paid our price. Now, he’s getting things ready at 
his fathers house, and he said, “I will come back to get you to be where I am.” As his bride 
we are to live ready and waiting for our wedding day to come. That’s why our memory verse this 
week is Revelation 19, verse 7: 

Let us rejoice and be glad 
    and give him glory! 
 

Can you imagine the day when we sing the rest of it? 
 
For the wedding of the Lamb has come,  
 and his bride has made herself ready. 

 
The greatest wedding you could possibly imagine is waiting for us. If you're a Christian, you are 
his church, his body, his bride. His promise has been made. Our price has been paid, and he's 
coming to take us home. That wedding is going to be off the charts, and the best thing is, the 
honeymoon never ends. 
 
God, I want to thank you. I want to thank you, God, for teaching us about who we are in 
relationship to you as the bride of Christ. Thank you, God, for the holiness and the sanctity that 
this puts upon any marriage. Thank you, God, for forgiving us for the times when we have not 
lived to fulfill that image. Thank you for reminding us that we are a bride in your righteousness 
that is to live prepared and ready. You're coming again. We can hardly wait. May we be faithful 
to you in this betrothal period, and may we rejoice and be glad and give you glory on the day 
when all of this comes to pass. We thank you, God. In your precious name, Amen. 
 


