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February 9, 2014 
Matthew 28:16-20 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

The Church is His 
Missionary 

 
Jesus, after the resurrection, had told his disciples to meet with him in Galilee to a mountain. 
They went there. They could not have expected what they are about to see. Remember, even 
though they had seen the resurrected Lord and they were going there to see him again, it said 
that they worshiped him on the mountain. But some doubted. They were vacillating between two 
things. “Can we really believe what we’re seeing is true? He was so dead, so buried, and now 
he’s so alive.”  

Jesus came in that moment to tell them that the work is not done. The work is not over. “I’m 
gonna continue my work in you and through you. You are going to be my church, my 
living church, and I’m gonna impact the world through you.” Jesus gave them a word they 
never forgot, Matthew was there. He wrote down what Jesus told them, and it has become part 
of the commission of every believer in every generation in every age, and it will be until Jesus 
returns.  

This is what Matthew recorded for us in Matthew 28 verse 16: 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to 
go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came 
to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.” 

Let’s pray together. 

Lord, this commission is incumbent upon every believer. When we ask you to save us from our 
sin it’s like we ask you to come and to change us, and in reality we check our lives at the door. 
We died to self; we live for you. That’s a hard transition for us. In many ways it's a decision in a 
moment, but it takes us a lifetime to learn. The truth is, you're alive today on planet Earth. You 
live in me; you live in all believers. You’re seeking to manifest your power and your glory 
through us to a world that yet needs to see.  

So, Lord, today, help us to visit with you again on this mountain, to hear your words as clearly 
as when they were first spoken that we will be your living church impacting the world as your 
missionaries. And we’ll thank you, God, for all that you’ll show us today. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

You know, when I became a Christian probably 70-80 years ago, I had no idea what the 
church's mission was. In fact, I had no idea what the church was. I had no idea that the church 
even had a mission. My idea of a missionary was some unfortunate guy in a pith helmet boiling 
in a pot of water to be an evening meal for some heathen natives. That was my idea of a 
missionary. I had no idea who they were or how they got there. All I knew was being a 
missionary wasn't for me.  
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Then I was invited to attend our church’s missions committee meeting when I was living up in 
the Seattle area. I learned through that that God calls some people to go to foreign lands, to eat 
strange foods, and live among lost people to tell them about Jesus. I had no idea why they 
would want to do something like that, but I thought, God bless them. All I knew was being a 
missionary wasn't for me. 

Then I heard a speaker once talk about God's heart for the nations. I love God, and I thought I 
ought to maybe care a little about what God cares about, so I paid attention. I learned there that 
God loved the various people groups of the world and desired that some from every nation, 
tribe, language, and tongue would come to know him and come to see and reveal his glory. I 
learned that that’s why he called and established his people Israel. I learned that's why he 
called and established his people, the church. I thought, Boy, I sure hope our church does its 
part in sending out missionaries. I thought, Boy, I sure hope there are some people who will 
come forward to do what God wants them to do. But all I know is being a missionary is not for 
me.  

Then I came to understand that missions is the church's commission, and then I came to learn 
that the church is not a building. It’s not a denomination. It’s not a specific location. The church 
is people. The church is me and every believer who follows Jesus Christ. We are the church, 
the living church. Jesus lives in me, and he lives his life through me. His mission is to reach lost 
people from all nations, and he is seeking to carry out that mission in me, not an option, I will 
either be an obedient believer and get engaged with God's mission, or I will forever be 
disobedient. It was not a matter whether or not I could see myself being a missionary. The fact 
of the matter is, I was a missionary, either an obedient one or a disobedient one. I learned that if 
I belonged to Jesus, missions is not an option for me. In fact, it will become my passion as it is 
his passion. 

We are learning that we are the living church, the body of Christ. It has been our prayer all along 
that we will not allow these messages to come in and out without changing us. There's no one 
here who needs to be changed more than me. I need to think like Jesus. I need to talk like him. I 
need to act like him. I need to see the world like him, and I need to invest my life in him and let 
him live his life through me. He lives in us, and we are his visible presence on earth.  

We've learned that we are his bride living in full submission to him as head and living in 
faithfulness and fidelity to the relationship we share. We are his possession, we learned last 
week, bought at a price; therefore, we are to honor God and glorify God with our bodies, our 
whole being. Now, this week, I'm learning that we are his missionary called to glorify him and to 
make him known amongst all peoples. For, as Jesus told those disciples on the mountain that 
day, “We are the living church called to impact the world as his missionary.”  

How do we do that? Well, we do it when live to reveal his glory wherever we are, and we do it 
when we live to make disciples of all nations. We live as his missionaries when we live to reveal 
his glory wherever we are. Here's how Jesus put it in verse 16 Chapter 28: 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to 
go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came 
to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations.” 

Some years ago, I met a young man probably in his late teens or early 20s. I had no idea of his 
ethnic background or religious heritage; I knew nothing about him. I met him because he had 
come in response to our ad selling our ‘84 Olds Cutlass station wagon that we'd had for 14 
years. He was from the Bay Area. He said he delivered papers help earn his way through 
school.  
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When he saw our ad, he thought that this station wagon would be perfect for his paper route. 
We agreed on a price. He paid me, and I started filling out the paperwork for the transfer of title. 
The young man said to me, “Would you mind writing a lower price on that bill of sale, because it 
will be a lot cheaper for me when I go to register and pay the taxes.”  

I said, “You know, I really can't do that because it isn’t honest. It's very important for me to be 
honest because it's important to Jesus than I’m honest.” That young man looked at me and I 
said, “I’ll tell you what.” I knew about what it was gonna cost him to register the car and pay the 
tax. I took that money out of what he gave me. I gave it back to him. I said, “Here, you take this. 
You pay your tax. You pay your registration. We’re gonna fill this out right.” Then I said to him, 
“Do you have a faith of any kind? Do you have a religion that you adhere to?” 

“No,” he said. “I don’t even know what to believe about God.” 

I said, “Would you mind if I took a moment to tell you about Jesus?” 

He said, “Go ahead.” 

So I did. To make a long story short, by the end of our transaction the man was praying with me 
in the front of that old Oldsmobile accepting Jesus into his heart. 

Does it always go like that with me? No, it doesn’t. I have people who refuse to listen to me. I 
have had times where people might have said, “Hey, don’t push that junk on me.” You never 
know what people are gonna say, but there was a young man that day who was ready. My 
being there, I learned, was a lot more than about selling my car. It was about fulfilling a mission 
that Jesus had sent me on.  

I hope that young man is still walking with Jesus. We prayed together before he left. I 
encouraged him to get involved in a good Bible teaching church in his area where he lived. I 
hope he’s still walking with the Lord. 

I share that story with you because I think in many ways that's part of what Jesus had in mind 
when he gave his disciples the Great Commission. You don't always get opportunities. I’ve sat 
next people on planes who won't talk. I’ve had all kinds of opportunities for people who wouldn’t 
respond. Sometimes I've been too reluctant to say anything, didn’t think the timing was right.  

But Jesus told the disciples, “You go and make more disciples. That's what I'm about,” he 
said. “I’m living in you. That’s what I want you to do. I want you to make disciples of all 
nations.” He said to them in verse 18: 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and 
make disciples. 

Many of you have probably heard before that that phraseology actually reads like this, “As you 
go, make disciples. As my disciples who will spread out over the world, as you go I give 
you this imperative to make disciples of all nations -- as you go -- as you go about your 
daily lives, as you go about to testify about me. Wherever you go, whatever you do, be 
engaged in revealing me and my glory to everyone you see.”  

It’s what Jesus told the disciples they would do when the Holy Spirit came to fill their lives with 
power. You remember in Acts 1:8 after the resurrection? 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.  
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“And when I come to live in you, you will receive power to be my witnesses wherever you 
go.” It is the commission of the living Lord to his living church to be sharing his glory and his 
gospel wherever we go. 

I don’t know how many of you have gotten into the workbook this week and the devotionals 
written by Pastor Brian and Anna. These things are impacting. I've gone over them a couple 
times in looking through these things. I'm telling you, man, it's impacting my life. I'm feeling like, 
Lord, I need to pay more attention to your mission in the world.  

In their powerful and insightful devotions this week in the workbook they said: 

The Great Commission was given to the disciples and to believers of all generations that 
followed them. This commission marked the onset of what became a God-guided, 
people-redeeming, disciple-making movement that, in its fullness of purpose, applies to 
us as the church in today's world. 

Do you realize if you're a Christian today, you're a Christian today because someone prior to 
you was faithful to this mission? They went on to say: 

Let us remember that it is you and I who are the church. Christ’s Commission given to us 
as the church, His missionary to the world, is a continuation of the story that is threaded 
through the tapestry of history. It is the story of His glory.  

Remember last week we learned from Paul's letter to the Ephesians that we were saved when 
we believed, and “We were included in Christ,” he said. We were given a deposit, the Holy 
Spirit, who holds us until the day of redemption because we are to live for the praise of his glory. 
We live as God's possession to know him and to make him known. And wherever you are, he is 
in his fullness and as such a way he radiates, he shines his life through us.  

Brian and Anna reminded us of the penetrating perspective by George W. Peters. Week 4 
Day 1 in the workbook they wrote: 

A church that does not recognize the primacy of missions deprives herself of the most 
intimate relationship with her Lord, fails to identify herself with the primary purpose of 
God, robs her membership of the deepest experiences of the Holy Spirit, and denies the 
world the greatest blessings the Lord in grace has provided. She ceases to be truly 
Christian. 

They said: 

If we are not fully surrendered to God then our lives communicate an incomplete gospel 
to others. When these people look into our eyes and listen to our heart as we share, do 
they see a person who is radiating worship and the joy of knowing Christ? If they don't, 
we are communicating an incomplete gospel message that does not resonate worship. 
Worshipful lives truly direct people to God and bring glory to Him. When the joy of 
knowing Christ in us and with us takes root in our hearts, the exuberant joy of knowing 
Him will compel us to move forward in proclaiming Christ to the nations.  

When we believe it, others will believe it. When we worship, they will see it. Joe Waldredge at 
Multnomah used to tell us, “You play the music of the gospel, you’ll earn the right to share the 
words.” When the fullness of Christ takes hold in your life in obedient surrender, the display of 
his glory to the nations will not be a task to perform but a joy to experience. Some of us will go 
to foreign lands. Others of us will send them by our prayers and financial support, but all of us 
will be missionaries wherever we are to our neighbors, to our friends, to people we meet 
radiating the love of God.  
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You know that neighborhood you live in? You may have chosen the house, you thought, 
because of all the features you liked or its affordability, but I can assure you if you’re a Christian 
God put you in that neighborhood for a purpose. That job you go to each day? You may be 
there to earn a living, but I'm telling you God's put you in that place for a higher purpose than 
that. The place you shop? The place where your kids go to school? God has you there for his 
purpose. And when we see that purpose, when we see that glory, when we see that worship in 
our own lives, we’ll become more like Isaiah was when he saw the glory of Jesus and he heard 
the Lord's commission. 

It’s our memory verse for this week. You remember in Isaiah 6 verse 8? Isaiah is in the very 
throne room of God. He sees his glory on the throne, and he said: 

I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

You cannot see the glory of God, you cannot see his mission, and hear his calling and say “No” 
if you are to be a disciple of Jesus. “Here am I. Send me.”  

God said, “I already am sending you where you live and work and play. As you go, make 
disciples of all nations. Reveal my glory wherever you are.” 

Not only when we live to display his glory wherever we are, but we live as his missionaries when 
we live to make disciples of all nations. He went on to say in verse 18: 

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age.” 

I was reading an article this week by Richard Stearns from an article called “Shedding 
Lethargy.” It was in “Leadership Journal.” This is what he wrote. It got my attention.  

The predicament of the American church is that we live in a kind of magic kingdom. Like 
going to Disneyland, you buy your ticket and once you’re inside the gates everything you 
experience is controlled. The rides, the food, the shows are all there to entertain and 
amuse you. All you have to do is be there and observe.  

Yet just beyond the walls of Disneyland is Anaheim and the rest of Los Angeles 
including the streets of Compton. This is the real world with real problems, pollution, 
congestion, drugs, and violence, islands of upscale neighborhoods surrounded by 
slums. Inside the Magic Kingdom, the outside world is almost inconceivable. 

As Christians, we too are tempted to see our world that way. We can start thinking that 
our job is to invite a few fortunate others into the theme park away from the troubles 
outside, but our job is not to increase the attendance at Disneyland, it’s to tear down the 
walls and transform the world on the outside. 

You’re not gonna see the world transformed by throngs of marginally committed believers. It 
isn’t gonna happen. Marginally committed believers form what’s called the Holy Huddle. They 
love to get together, which is important, and we should. But they don't see their commission 
beyond the walls of the church.  
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Survey after survey every year shares that more than 90% of Christians polled every year say 
they’ve never meaningfully shared Christ with anyone in the prior year. You’ll see the world 
transformed by a church of obedience disciples, and that's why Jesus told his disciples to make 
more disciples. You see, that's the heart of Jesus’ commission to his church, verse 19: 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age. 

“Make disciples,” he said, not just converts and followers, but reproducing followers of Jesus. 
People who learn and understand that it’s not enough just to be saved and to follow Jesus 
yourself, but to see his life reproduced in someone else. That’s his heart's desire. That's his 
mission. Disciples have to be made. They have to be grown. That's why he said, “teach them.” 
But it’s not just the word “instruction” that he was using, that word he would use later when he 
told the disciples to “teach them to obey the commands.”  

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,” he said, “make disciples.” It's a word that 
means “to grow them, produce them,” people who glorify Jesus and seek to make others who 
do the same. They will be made in and through a church that shows them how to worship, grow, 
and serve for his glory. 

People, you’ve heard this a lot around here. We are a disciple-making church. Our purpose is 
very clear “To glorify God by making disciples who will impact the world for Christ.” That's what 
we’re about. We believe in our process as a church. Disciples have to be made. So what's the 
process? We believe disciples are best made when they worship, grow, and serve in the context 
of a Christian community called the church. When they worship, they’re living their lives to exalt 
Jesus to the highest place. When they are growing, they’re becoming more and more like Christ 
in character and conduct. And when they serve, they’re giving their lives to be used by Jesus to 
impact others and the world for Christ. And when a church worships, grows, and serves, they 
produce people who do that, and they become the disciples who then Jesus uses to touch the 
world around them. They will be living then as identifiable disciples who can lead others to be 
disciples too. So, Jesus said, “Make disciples by baptizing them and teaching them to 
obey.”  

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them. 

Baptism is an initial step of obedience that identifies you as a disciple of Jesus in his death, 
burial, and resurrection. That's why you don’t find infant baptism in the Bible. I think I was 
baptized as an infant, but it didn't make me a disciple. It wasn't a sign of anything. Baptism in 
the Bible is when a person confesses Jesus Christ and is willing to obey him to go into the water 
and identify himself as a Christian totally immersed in the water that signals that my total life is 
given over to Jesus in his death, his burial, and his resurrection.  

Paul understood that. That's why when he wrote to the Roman church who were getting sloppy 
in their commitment, their obedience, and loose with their sin, Paul wrote to them in Romans 6: 

What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 

You remember the question? If our sin prior to coming to Christ made God’s grace shine so 
bright when we received him, why don’t we as Christians keep on sinning so we can make his 
grace shine even more. Paul said, “What are you nuts?” That’s a loose translation of the Greek: 

2 By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 
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Look what he talks about, their baptism. 
3 Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live 
a new life. 
5 For if we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be 
united with him his resurrection. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so 
that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to 
sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 

8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe we will also live with him. 9 For we know that 
since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery 
over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 
God. 

11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 
13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather 
offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the 
parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.  

Your baptism identifies you totally with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. There you 
are standing in the water, and you're testifying to what? “Jesus, your death is my death.” When 
you go down under the water you're testifying what? “Your burial is my burial. My old life is 
gone. I am dead to self and sin.” And when you come up out of that water you're testifying to 
what? “Your life is now my life; your resurrection is my resurrection. I don’t live for me anymore. 
I live for you now. I'm all yours. And just as every inch of my body is wet, every inch of my 
commitment is now surrendered to you.” That's what baptism means.  

That's why you can be saved without being baptized. Jesus did the work at the cross to save 
you by faith, but you cannot be an obedient disciple without the surrender of obedience of 
baptism. Jesus said, “Make disciples.”  

Then he said, “Teach them to obey everything I’ve commanded you.” Disciples are taught 
to obey the commands of Jesus.  

I was sharing with the guys yesterday at the men's breakfast that most of us as Christians don't 
need more information. Most of us have been in church for a while. If you’re new at Christianity, 
obviously, there’s a lot you need to learn as there's a lot I need to learn. But most of us, if we’ve 
been a Christian a while, are already educated beyond the level of our obedience. We’re not 
obeying what we already know, and yet we come and learn more and more and more. We keep 
going to Bible study, Bible study, Bible study. It's interesting to me that Jesus never told them on 
the mountain, “Go and teach them more.” He said, “Go and teach them to obey.”  

Brian and Anna quoted this week from Jerry Trousdale’s book Miraculous Movements on how 
obedience is essential to discipleship. Look at what they wrote. Jerry Trousdale said: 

Jesus didn't tell us to teach all things that He commanded us. He commanded us to 
teach others to obey these things. There is a big difference between teaching knowledge 
and teaching obedience. A disciple is taught to obey what Jesus commanded. 
Knowledge without obedience creates a spiritual dichotomy between knowledge and 
obedience.  

In other words, there are some people who think it's enough to know without obeying. 
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Eve’s sin was in the choice of knowledge over obedience.  

She knew what God commanded. She chose not to obey it.  

That same foolish choice is what so often impairs us as disciples and how we disciple 
others.  

Brian and Anna went on to write: 

We make disciple-making disciples by helping them to live their lives in joyful obedience 
to God. If we fail to do this, we may inadvertently be developing weak Christians who will 
compromise the strength of the church and God's purpose for the church. 

Obedient disciples will be engaged in carrying out God's command to make disciples of all 
nations. It's why they wrote the workbook this week: 

Why is this kind of obedience still necessary today? God's Word is for all peoples and for 
all times. Forty-one percent of the world’s population is unreached. Forty-one percent of 
people of the world live and die without the hope and glory of Jesus and His life-
changing message. 

People, in the world on average every day 146,000 people die. Every day 146,000 people die 
somewhere in the world. Do you know among those almost 60,000 a day are dying without ever 
hearing the good news of Jesus Christ? Sixty thousand a day! I don’t know how long you’re 
gonna live. I don’t know how long your neighbor’s gonna live. I don’t know how long the people 
you work with are gonna live. I don’t know how long the people you meet at the stores are 
gonna live or the people you go to school with are gonna live. I don't know. But are any of those 
who are gonna be the 60,000 today -- in your life? And has God been prompting you to tell them 
about him? You can't make anybody a Christian, but are you prompted to tell them. And for all 
of us, God is calling us to be engaged as goers or senders to the nations of the world.  

Brian and Anna said this week: 

As people redeemed by Christ, indwelt by Christ, and empowered by Christ, our role as 
the church is to partner with Him in the process of making disciples of those He brings 
us into relationship with. Surrendered to Him, compelled by Him, empowered by Him, 
and directed by Him, He will draw others to Himself through us, His church---His 
missionary in the world.  

Jesus said, verse 19: 
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.” 

You want to know more of Christ, power and presence in your life? You want to know more of 
his power and presence in your marriage or your family or your church or your neighborhood or 
your world? Then we are called to live as obedient disciples making disciples. Jesus said: 

I will surely be with you to the very end of the age.  

You know, sometimes it's interesting to hear how people on the receiving end of a gospel 
witness see it. It strikes them differently than you think, and they have insights to things deeper 
than we sometimes give them credit for. 

 



Page 9 of 10 

This last week I saw a video by Penn Jillette. Penn Jillette is a comedian, actor. They do the 
Penn and Teller act in Las Vegas. I’ve never seen it. I heard it could be a little crude, a little 
vulgar. I'm not at all promoting them as a comedy team. Penn Jillette is a militant atheist, very 
open about it. Whenever he gets a chance he'll tell people, “I don't believe God even exists.” 
He’s a very avowed atheist.  

But after one of his shows a while back, someone, one of Christ’s missionaries, approached 
him, and the impact on his life – you’re gonna hear it – and what he says is convicting. Take a 
moment. It just takes a couple minutes. Watch this: 

(Video begins. Penn Jillette is filmed speaking to the camera.) 

(Penn Jillette speaking) I want to talk to you about this. I get home from the show and at the end 
of the show -- as I’ve mentioned before, we’d go out and talk to folks and sign the occasional 
autograph and shake hands and so on -- there was one guy waiting over to the side, what I call 
the “hover” position. After it was all done – big guy, probably about my age -- and he walked 
over to me and he said, “I was here last night at the show and I saw the show and I liked it.” He 
was very complimentary. And then he said, “I brought this for you.” He handed me a Gideon 
pocket edition. I thought it was the New Testament but I also thought it was Psalms and the 
New Testament, right? Just Psalms, just part of the New Testament – a little book about this big 
(indicating about four inches), this thick (indicating about half an inch).  

He said, “I wrote in the front of it. I wanted you to have this. I’m kind of, uh, proselytizing.” 
(Proselytize: to persuade someone to convert to one’s faith.) Then he said, “I’m a businessman. 
I’m sane. I’m not crazy.” Then he looked me right in the eye when he did all this and it was really 
wonderful. I believe he knew that I was an atheist, but he was not defensive and he looked me 
right in the eyes. And he was truly complimentary. He wasn’t in any way – it didn’t seem like 
empty flattery. He was really kind and nice and sane and looked me in the eyes and talked to 
me and then gave me this Bible.  

I’ve always said, you know, that I don’t respect people who don’t proselytize. I don’t respect that 
at all. If you believe that there’s a heaven and hell and people could be going to hell or not 
getting eternal life or whatever and you think that, Well, it’s not really worth telling them this 
because it would make it socially awkward and atheists who think that people shouldn’t 
proselytize, “Just leave me alone. Keep your religion to yourself.” How much do you have to 
hate somebody to not proselytize? How much do you have to hate somebody to believe that 
everlasting life is possible and not tell them that?  

You know, if I believed beyond a shadow of a doubt that a truck was coming at you and you 
didn’t believe it that that truck was bearing down on you, there is a certain point where I tackle 
you, and this is more important than that. (Video ends.) 

Can you image going to a Las Vegas show of people of that caliber packing out houses every 
night and coming back the next night waiting in the wings for the chance to go up and may be 
the only man on planet Earth that will ever tell Penn Jillette, “I want you to have this” and shared 
his faith with him. But what’s even more penetrating to me about that is what this avowed atheist 
said about that, “How much do you have to hate somebody to believe that everlasting life is 
possible and not tell them that?” It’s so obvious that even a militant atheist gets it. If you believe 
you can’t keep it to yourself, you go and you tell.  

“God so loved the world that he gave his son.” He gave his son. He gave his son for you, and he 
gave his son to you, to us, and now his son lives his life through us. We’ve learned so far that 
we are his body, we are his bride, we are his possession, we are his missionary. 
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Jesus didn’t give the disciples a suggestion; he gave them a command, “As you go,” the 
command is “make disciples of all nations.” “Live to reveal my glory wherever you go. 
Live to make baptized, obedient, reproducing disciples of all nations.” 

I love the quote that Tim Deerborn gave that Brian and Anna used in the workbook this week on 
page 81. It’s a great reminder to me. “The church of God does not have a mission in the world. 
The God of mission has a church in the world.” That church is us, the living church impacting 
the world as his missionary.  

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for 
us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Lord, that's the commission. We've known it. Sometimes we don't even have to leave home. We 
don’t even have to leave our neighborhood. The nations are coming to us, but that is our 
commission. We are your missionary because we are your church just as we are your church, 
your bride, your possession, we’re your missionary. We are either obedient in that or we are not.  

Thank you, God, for the many people in this local church who are offering themselves in 
obedience to you, revealing your glory wherever they go, and giving their lives to make disciples 
of all nations. God, as we do that, will you continue to reveal yourself to us and may we 
experience the joy of the promise “And surely I'll be with you always, to the very end of the 
age.” We thank you. In your precious name, Amen. 


