
Page 1 of 10 

February 23, 2014 
Romans 11:33-36; 
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Pastor Larry Adams 
 

The Church and His Glory 
 
If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to two passages that 
we’re going to be looking at: one in the book of Romans, Romans 11, verses 33 to 36, and the 
other in Ephesians Chapter 1, verses 11 to 23. In the book of Romans this doxology, this hymn 
of praise to God, comes at the end of a long, flowing thought in Chapters 9, 10, and 11 where 
Paul unfolds the mystery of how God worked to call a nation Israel, how they rejected him; 
through that rejection, the gospel went to the Gentiles; the nations have now come to Christ and 
are coming to Christ; and Israel will be grafted back in. Only a God who is infinite in scope and 
wisdom could ever have worked all of that out.  

When he comes to the end of this great section, he realizes he is preaching even beyond what 
he can understand because God is so awesome. He writes this doxology, this hymn of praise -- 
we don't know if Paul was a singer or not -- but this is the kind of thing that would be sung in 
response to God's glory and greatness. This is what Paul's doxology was at the end of that 
great section: 

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
    How unsearchable his judgments, 
    and his paths beyond tracing out! 
34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? 
    Or who has been his counselor?” 
35 “Who has ever given to God, 
    that God should repay him?” 
36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. 
    To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

The book of Ephesians, in Chapter 1, this great book of applied Christianity where Paul maps 
out for everyone what a real Christian is and how a real Christian lives. Paul wanted to make 
sure there was no confusion. A Christian is not just somebody who prayed some prayer or goes 
to church, or they’re Christians because they’re not Jewish, Buddhist, Muslim, or something 
else. He wanted people to know in these first three chapters of Ephesians that a Christian is a 
person who has the living God living in them in the person of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.  

Then the last three chapters of Ephesians he maps out how real Christians who have Christ in 
them live in every realm of life. In Ephesians Chapter 1, he maps out that we were chosen to be 
set apart for God's glory. This is the way puts it in Ephesians 1, verse 11: 

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who 
works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who 
were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.13 And you also were 
included in Christ when you heard word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having 
believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a 
deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s 
possession—to the praise of his glory. 
15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for 
all the saints, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers.17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may 
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give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray 
also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope 
to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his 
mighty strength 20 which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, 
power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but 
also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to 
be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
everything in every way. 

Let’s pray together. 

Father, we have no ability even to comprehend the fullness of what these words are saying. 
You're an infinite God trying to be perceived by a finite mind, but what you have revealed to us, 
what you allowed us to grasp, humbles us and should have us on our faces. Who are we to ever 
tell you who you are? We have no ability even to comprehend your greatness, so we are to fall 
on our faces and worship you, to glorify you, to know you, and to make you known.  

I thank you today, God, for all you want to share with us. Help us to be your living church, every 
single one of us, for the praise of your glory. We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

The first time I met her I think was in 1986, a truly remarkable lady. She had come from England 
to the United States in 1620 with the Pilgrims aboard the Mayflower. Our family was aboard the 
replica of the Mayflower that sits in Plymouth Harbor when I needed to use a restroom, so I 
asked this pilgrim lady sitting there where it was. 

She said, “Restroom? I'm not familiar with that term. Restroom. Do you mean like a 
bedchamber? Are you tired?” 

I said, “No, I need a bathroom.”  

“A bathroom? We don't bathe on the Mayflower.”  

I said, “No.” Trying to speak my best pilgrim, I said, “A place where one might relieve oneself.”  

She said, “Oh. Do you mean a privy?” 

I said, “Maybe.” 

She goes, “We have one. It's the hatch on the side of the ship that goes to the outside.”  

I said, “I really don't think you want me to do that. Um, is it possible there's one of these privies 
on shore?” 

“Me thinks there is.” 

I said, “Well, thank you. I'll use it.” 

This lady was an historical actress. Her job was to study pilgrim women aboard the Mayflower, 
to know them well, and then to live to bring them to life. She was very good. In fact, she never 
broke character, and she made me feel as though I was in the presence of a lady in 1620.  

You know, in many ways that's what every Christian in every church is called to do in regards to 
God; to study God, to know this God, and to live our lives in such a way that wherever we are 
people feel as though they're in God's presence. Not that we are God, but that God is powerfully 
present in us with one big difference, we’re not acting. God really does live in us, and we are to 
be his body his presence in the world. 
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We're in our sixth and final week of our discipleship study called “The Living Church: Impacting 
the World as the Body of Christ.” Over the last few weeks in these messages, in our daily time 
with God and the Bible, in our interaction in the workbooks, and in our small group discussions, 
it's been our hope and our prayer that all of us would see ourselves as God does: his living 
church. And that we would never again be confused by the fact that a church is a building or a 
denomination or any of those things. The church is people. The church is us made up of all 
believers past, present, and future who ever have or ever will believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. It 
has been our hope that when we understand more of who we are, why we’re saved, and why 
we're here, that we would be even more effective allowing God to use us as his living presence 
in the world.  

It thrilled my heart this morning to be praying with a group of guys and to hear one of them 
thanking God for how this study has helped open up his eyes, that he now sees opportunities 
that before he would miss, and now he knows why he is in every situation. That’s our hope for 
all of us. 

So far in this study we have learned that we are the church, the church is his body in the world, 
and the church is us. Jesus is actually living in us, living his life through us. Where we are he is. 
We’ve learned that the church is his bride, loved, cherished, and bought with a price. We live in 
submission to our head Jesus Christ, and we live in fidelity and faithfulness to our relationship.  

We are the church, his possession. We are not our own. “We are bought at a price,” Paul said, 
“Therefore we are to honor God with our body.” Not just our physical frame, but our entire being. 
We learned that we are the church his missionary, called to spread his glory and his gospel 
wherever we are, in every place we are, and to make disciples of all the nations of the world. 
We saw that we are his church called to be in the world but not of the world.  

This week, the capstone of it all, we are his church called to reveal his glory, which is why Paul 
told the Ephesians in Ephesians 1, verse 11: 

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who 
works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who 
were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 

That word “glory” is the Greek word “doxa” which means “to suppose” or “have an opinion.” It 
means really “to have a right and high opinion.” When we talk about living for the praise of his 
glory, it means that we have come to have a right and high opinion of God, and we live to bring 
that right and high opinion of God to the whole world. To glorify God is to make his glory, his 
person, all that God is, known and visible.  

What is the chief problem in the world today? When you listen to all the solutions that are 
offered, if they don't address this, they’re just a waste of time. The chief problem in the world 
today is that people live with a low and faulty view of God. They create God in their own image. 
They create God to be whatever they want him to be so they don't know him. They don’t live for 
him. They don't know his benefit, and they stay enslaved in a world held in the bondage of sin. 
God wants us, his living church, to reveal his glory to them so that they may come to know this 
God and be used of God to bring even more and greater glory over all the earth. That’s why 
we’re reminded in Paul's writings to the Ephesians in Romans that we are his living church 
called to glorify God as the body of Christ. 

But how is God glorified in and through us? Simply this: he does it when we come to know 
God's glory ourselves and when we live to make his glory known. We are called to know God's 
glory. Here’s how Paul put it to the Romans in Chapter 11 verse 33: 

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
    How unsearchable his judgments, 
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    and his paths beyond tracing out! 
34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? 
    Or who has been his counselor?” 
35 “Who has ever given to God, 
    that God should repay him?” 

Or in Ephesians 1 verse 11:  

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who 
works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who 
were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.  

He goes on to say in verse 15: 

For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all 
the saints, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 

Look at this. 
17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you 
the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.  

“You may know him better.” 

Do you know that God is truly awefull? Truly awefull.  Most people do not see God that way 
because the name or the understanding of “awefull” has certainly changed in our context. God 
is awefull “a-w-e-f-u-l-l.” God is “awefull.” And did you know that in the old Webster dictionaries 
that's how that word was defined? Awefull was defined as “inspiring awe, highly impressive.” 
That’s what awefull meant. In fact in those old dictionaries you have to get down to the fourth 
level of understanding before it says “awful: very bad, ugly, or unpleasant. Awefull meant “full of 
awe, inspiring, impressive.” God is the ultimate awefull. 

But modern dictionaries are not the only place where the awefullness of God has been 
removed. His aweful glory is also missing in many Christians and, therefore, in many Christian 
churches. The world cannot see the glory of God in his church if we do not know his glory for 
ourselves. That's why Paul was always reminding people of the awefull glory of God. Romans 
11 verse 33: 

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
    How unsearchable his judgments, 
    and his paths beyond tracing out! 
34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? 
    Or who has been his counselor?” 
35 “Who has ever given to God, 
    that God should repay him?” 

And our memory verse for this week: 
36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. 
    To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

“Who has known the mind of the Lord?” Paul asks. To know the mind of the Lord is to know the 
fullness of who God is. That word “known” is a word that means “taking in knowledge so as to 
understand,” but what's interesting about this word, it’s the word for knowledge that often 
implies an actual relationship between the one seeking to know and the one being known which  
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is why when Jesus confronted the religious leaders he used this word and another word to point 
out the religious leaders’ problem. “You think you know God,” he said, “but you don't know 
him.” And they were furious over that. 

You remember, in John Chapter 8 Jesus reveals himself as the eternal God. They realized what 
he was getting at, so they said to him, “Who do you think you are?” 

In John 8 verse 54,  

Jesus replied: “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you 
claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me. 55 Though you do not know him, I 
know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and keep 
his word.”  

Jesus said, “You don't know him.” He used one form of the word “to know” that means “you 
don't know him personally as you need to know him. He’s a concept to you. He’s someone to 
serve your interests. You think you know God, but you don't know him.” Then he said, “But I 
know him” using a different form of the word “to know.” These Jewish leaders would have 
known exactly what Jesus was saying. He’s telling them, “You don't know this God 
personally as you need to know him, but I know him personally. I've been in his 
presence. In fact, he is living in me. In fact, I am him.” You remember, they were furious at 
that. They picked up stones to stone him for blasphemy. They understood what he was saying. 
“You don't know God. You think you do, but you don't. I know him. He lives in me.” 

“And the evidence that I know him,” he said, “is that I keep his word. The evidence that 
you don't know is you don’t” which raises the question, Do I know God? Do you know him? 

Hell’s gonna be full of people that thought they knew God, but they really don't know him. They 
may see God as the one who can get them out of hell or give them a better life or do whatever 
they want to do, but they really don't know this God. They don't know him personally. They don't 
know his mind, his heart, who he is. Knowing God is the difference between eternal death and 
eternal life. Jesus prayed it on the night before he went to the cross at the Last Supper in 
John 17 verse 3, “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” 

If you don't know God in an intimate personal relationship, you don't have life period. So the 
age-old important question is, Do I know God? Knowing God is the difference between living a 
life of purpose and living a life of meaningless existence. Ephesians 1 verse 11: 

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who 
works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who 
were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 

This not a random series of events that happen in our life. God’s behind us. He has a plan in it 
all that we might be for the praise of his glory. The people would know more of who he is 
through the things that you and I go through, the things we live. You were chosen. You were 
predestined as part of God's eternal plan to know him and to make his glory known. The more 
you know this God, the more of his glory that’s revealed in you and the more purposeful all the 
events of your life become. 

Pastor Phil Hill did an excellent job this week in the workbook. Some of this you have to go over 
a few times. Man, some of the stuff in there is deep. He reminded us this week on Week 6 
Day 1, if you come to our church's main entrance and look up, you will notice some lettering 
affixed to the front of the balcony. It says, “For the praise of his glory.” That’s why our church  
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exists. “That is ultimately why we as individuals exist as well,” he said. What a humbling yet 
motivational concept that is. God has created us and allowed us to be a part of his church, not 
just a local group, but the church universal for the praise of his glory and not our own. 

But we can't live for the glory of a God whose glory we ourselves do not know, so Paul prayed 
for the Ephesians in Ephesians 1 verse 15:  

For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all 
the saints, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers.17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may 
give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 

That word “know” he used is an even strong form of the word “to know.” “To know fully, to know 
him in his fullness. That all the glory that God is would be fully known to you,” that’s what Paul 
was praying for these Ephesians. “Now that you’ve come to Christ, I want you to fully know this 
God in his glory.” 

Do I know God that well? Do you know him that well? We can if we take the time to know him. 
Phil reminded us this week in the workbook that we can know God's glory and creation. You 
remember from Psalm 19 verse 1, “The heavens declare the glory of God.”  

Isn’t that amazing, people look up at creation, whether it’s the tiniest microscopic life that God's 
created to the impressive array of the heavens that are beyond our scope even to comprehend, 
and say, “Isn’t evolution amazing.” God said his eternal power and divine nature are clearly 
seen in the things that have been made. 

God put all that there we could know his eternal power and divine nature. He is an awesome 
glorious God. We also can know God's glory in Jesus. Remember when the writer of the 
Hebrews says in Hebrews Chapter 1 verse 3, “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the 
exact representation of his being.” 

Jesus once said, “If you’ve seen me you’ve seen the Father.” That’s why to know the Son is 
to have life because to know Christ is to know God. If we are to know Christ then we are to 
know his glory in his word. 

When Jesus was confronting the crowds, you remember in John 5 verse 39, he said, “You 
diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. 
These are the Scriptures that testify about me.” You hear what Jesus was telling them? 
“You study the Scriptures, you do well, that’s good because you think that by them 
you’re gonna get eternal life or you think that by them you’re gonna learn how to have a 
better marriage or to handle your finances better or to handle things in the world or 
handle your circumstances or understand your trials. You study the Scriptures for all 
these reasons, but you’re missing it because the primary reason you come to the 
Scripture is not for those things. The primary reason you come here is to know me. 
That's why you come to the Word. Because when you know me then all those other 
things can fit in their place. You know me, you have eternal life. You come to the 
Scripture to know me. Don't shoot too low when you come to this book. Come in here to 
know me. It's these that speak of me,” which is why Peter told Christians to always be 
growing in the knowledge of God. 

You remember 2 Peter 3 verse 18, “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.” To know Christ is to have 
life. To know his glory then he can use you to make his glory known. We are always to be 
growing in the grace and knowledge of Christ. 
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Not only are we called to know God's glory ourselves, but we’re called to make God's glory 
known. Our memory verse for this week from Romans 11 verse 36, “For from him and through 
him and for him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.” 

Or Ephesians 1 verse 11, “In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to 
the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order 
that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.” Everything we 
do is for his glory. Everything. That's the way Jesus lived. 

I was reading this last week a story that was talking about a scene in the movie “The Passion of 
the Christ” in which Jesus was working in his dad's carpentry shop building a table. They said in 
the film that they spent a lot of effort to make it known that whatever this table was he was 
building was carefully being made. He was doing it with the greatest of attention to build the 
best table he could build. You ever think of it what it would be like to build a piece of furniture or 
a piece of hardware from Jesus’ carpentry shop? How well would you expect it to be made if 
you knew Jesus had made it? 

Justin Martyr, a Christian apologist in the second century, lived a part of his life in Galilee where 
Jesus had spent much of his life. Justin Martyr was living over 100 years after Jesus’ death, 
burial, and resurrection. What's fascinating is that in some of Justin Martyr's writings he 
mentions seeing local farmers in the second century using plows that were made by Jesus. 
Over 100 years after that plow was made, the local farmers were still using the plows that were 
made by Jesus. Jesus lived for the glory of God in everything, apparently even when he made a 
plow. 

So many times we wonder, How is it that I'm gonna bring glory to God? What talents do I have? 
What abilities? People, we make this harder than it needs to be. God wants us to bring glory to 
him in everything we do: In the way we conduct our marriage or raise our children; the way we 
live in relationship to our neighbor or the other person we see at work; the way we treat others 
that we encounter in the neighborhood or at the local stores; the way we give and pray and 
serve at church. In every way we live, in the everyday events of our life, God wants us to give 
our best of those things so that he can use those things to bring him glory. In a world where 
people seldom give their best anything, God can bring glory to his name to the simplest little 
things we do, even apparently in making a plow, which is why the apostle Paul reminded the 
Corinthian church in 1 Corinthians 10 verse 31: 

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 32 Do not 
cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God— 33 even as I try 
to please everybody in every way.  

That doesn’t mean you’re out there pleasing everybody by doing everything everybody wants 
you to do. You’re pleasing them by doing the best at everything you do. 

For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved. 

They may actually see Christ in these things. Look at this. Paul said in Chapter 11 verse 1, 
“Follow my example as I follow the example of (Who?) Christ.” Jesus brought glory to God in 
everything. I want to do the same. 

In Week 6 Day 2, Pastor Phil Hill reminded us that Jesus came to glorify God. He lived to glorify 
God. He gave to glorify God. He served to glorify God, and even went to the cross to glorify 
God. Remember we talked about that last week? The primary reason that Jesus came and went 
to the cross was not to save you and me. The primary reason Jesus came and went to the cross 
was to glorify his Father by completing the work he gave him to do. In glorifying his Father and 
completing the work, he saved you and me. 
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You remember in John 17 verse 1 at the upper room, the Last Supper, the night before he went 
to the cross? 

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.”  

Why should we ever do our best and get awards and accolades of other people around us? 
Because we're hoping to use that opportunity the way Jesus did to “glorify your Son that your 
Son may glorify you.” “It’s you who’ve done all this, not me.”  

2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all 
those you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on 
earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in 
your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.  

Jesus said, “I had the glory with you from all eternity. I came to earth to reveal your glory 
to man, and I brought you glory by completing the work. Now, I'm returning to that glory I 
had with you before the world.” His whole life on earth was to live to bring glory to God, to 
make Lord God's glory known, and now that Jesus is sitting at the right hand of God in all his 
resurrection glory, he is still seeking to bring glory to God on earth in everything. How is he 
doing it? In you and me. He's living his life in us to bring glory to God in everything. That's why 
in John 17 verse 6 as part of his prayer he said: 

I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were 
yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know 
that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words 
you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from 
you, and they believed that you sent me.  

Verse 20: 

My prayer is not for them alone.  

Not just the disciples who were there that night at the Last Supper, but – 

I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 

That’s you and me 
21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May 
they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

Look at this. 
22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are 
one— 23 I in them and you in me—may be brought to complete unity to let the 
world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.  

“I have given them the glory you gave me.” “I put your glory in them, God,” which is the 
reason Jesus told the disciples to go out and to bring God glory by bearing the fruit for God that 
they would have through their service to God and to others by the works he had called them to 
do. John 15 verse 8, “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples.”  
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The inner fruit of Christlikeness and the outer fruit of doing God's work for the praise of his glory 
in everything we do testifying that God is present, his glory is here. People see that glory and 
they come to Christ. Peter said, “That's who we are. That's who we’re always gonna be, people 
who live for the praise of his glory.” First Peter 2 verse 9: 

You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, people belonging to God, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful 
desires, which wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans 
that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify 
God on the day he visits us. 

Can you imagine Peter saying, “Jesus is coming again someday, and I want you to live your 
lives in such a way here that the glory of God will be seen in you in everything you do so that 
when Jesus comes, the pagan world will stand in awe and say, ‘You know what? That's Jesus? 
I’ve seen him before. I saw him in my neighbor in the way he lived. I saw him in that gal at work 
in the way she lived. I saw that in the person who came through my checkout line every week. 
That's Jesus? I've seen him before. I've seen him in his church.’” 

And Peter said, “The pagan world recognizing Jesus will glorify him on the day he visits us if we 
have lived such lives for him.” 

Karla and I were in Bakersfield the last part of Friday and Saturday visiting our daughter, our 
son-in-law Jeremy, and our little grandson Nolan. I went with Jeremy over to the church. He’s a 
high school pastor at a wonderful church in Bakersfield, Valley Baptist Church, big church. I 
went over there to get something with him, and in the office there's a letter hanging there all 
framed, handwritten from one of the church’s missionaries named Karen Watson. 

 Karen Watson is a young single girl who went to serve God as a missionary in Iraq right after 9-
11 in the terrorist attacks on our country when Iraq was one of the most dangerous places in the 
world for an American to be -- not to mention a Christian missionary to the Iraqi people. But  
Karen went in 2003. She knew the dangers, and she went anyway along with three 
companions. 

Before she left on March 7, 2003, she wrote out a letter, a letter that’s hanging now in that 
office. She sealed it in an envelope and on the outside she wrote “To be opened only in the 
event of my death.” A year later on March 15, 2004, Karen and her associates, the other three 
missionaries, were walking down the street in Iraq when a car pulled up, threw a grenade out 
the window to get them, and it exploded killing them all instantly. 

When they got word back at the church that Karen and her friends were gone, they opened that 
letter. Inside, this is what it says: 

Dear Pastor Phil and Pastor Roger, 

Phil Neighbors and Roger Spradlin, who are the two co-senior founding pastors at the church. 

You should only be opening this letter in the event of my death. When God calls, there 
are no regrets. I tried to share my heart with you as much as possible, my heart for the 
nations. I wasn't called to a place, I was called to him. To obey was my objective. To 
suffer was expected. His glory, my reward. 

 



Page 10 of 10 

And she said it again: 

His glory, my reward. One of the most important things to remember right now is to 
preserve the work. I'm writing this as if I'm still working with my people group. I thank you 
all so much for your prayers and support. Surely your reward in heaven will be great. 
Thank you for investing in my life and spiritual well-being. Keep sending missionaries 
out. Keep raising up fine young pastors. 

In regard to any service for me, keep it small and simple. Yeah, simply just preach the 
gospel. Be bold and preach the lifesaving, life-changing, forever eternal gospel. Give 
glory and honor to our Father. 

Then she concluded with some thoughts on what it means to have a missionary heart for God. 

Care more than some think is wise. Risk more than some think is safe. Dream more than 
some think is practical. Expect more than some think is possible. I was called not to 
comfort or success but to obedience. There is no joy outside of knowing Jesus and 
serving him. I love you two and my church family. 

In his care, Salem. -Karen 

You know, when people hear of those who live like this, they think, What a tragedy that they’re 
lost. It’s tragic for the family that doesn’t have Karen anymore. It’s tragic for the church that 
doesn’t have her service there with them, but this is not a tragedy. This was God's plan for 
Karen Watson. She was happy to fulfill it. It’s why she said twice “His glory is my reward. His 
glory is my reward.” 

What are you living for? Seriously. What are you living for? The passing, transient things of this 
world that are one day gonna be gone and amount to nothing? Are we learning how to use all 
these things God puts in our hands for the praise of his glory? Is God's glory your reward? Is 
seeing him glorified your highest joy? 

People, it isn’t the amount of time we have on this planet that matters; it's what we do with it that 
matters. Paul said, “From him, through him, for him are all things. To him be the glory forever,” 
which is why I want to leave you with this prayer that Paul prayed for us, for the Ephesians, but 
for us. Ephesians 3 verse 14: 

For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom his whole family in heaven and 
on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may 
have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep 
is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love which surpasses knowledge—that you may 
be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  

And God’s living church said, “Amen. So be it.” 

Father, thank you for the things we've been learning. We can't afford to live out the span of time 
you’ve given us on planet Earth without knowing these things. It's time for us to rise up and to 
show the world that you're alive. Thank you, God, that when we know your glory you can use us 
to make your glory known. May we give ourselves to the fulfillment of this eternal purpose for 
which we were called and saved and sent, and we’ll thank you. In your precious name, Amen.  


