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March 9, 2014 
Hosea 13:1-6 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Hosea - The Danger of 
Forgetting God 

 
If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me to Hosea Chapter 13. We’re gonna 
begin today a new series of messages called “The Prophetable Church: Major Lessons from the 
Minor Prophets.” It will probably take us through the summer. 

It has been said today that the church is a nonprofit church. Usually that term means 
economically, but it's also in many ways the church has become the non-prophet church in the 
fact that we are losing our prophetic voice. Much of what we see going on in the culture today is 
due to the fact that Christians are not standing up where we need to be and telling people, “No 
way. That's not right. That isn’t the way it is. The church is becoming more and more politically 
correct. The church is becoming more and more like the world rather than the world becoming 
more and more like the church. One of the reasons for that is that the church over time can lose 
its prophetic voice.   

Over the next few months, Lord willing, we’re gonna be looking at the fact that the church is to 
be the very prophet voice of God in the world today. We begin with these minor prophets in 
Hosea Chapter 13. This is the way Hosea sums up the message to the northern kingdom of 
Israel, also called Ephraim, in a word that is as relevant for us today as it's ever been. Hosea 
said: 

When Ephraim spoke, people trembled; 
    he was exalted in Israel. 
    But he became guilty of Baal worship and died. 
2 Now they sin more and more; 
    they make idols for themselves from their silver, 
cleverly fashioned images, 
    all of them the work of craftsmen. 
It is said of these people, 
    “They offer human sacrifices! 
    They kiss calf-idols!” 
3 Therefore they will be like the morning mist, 
    like the early dew that disappears, 
    like chaff swirling from a threshing floor, 
    like smoke escaping through a window. 

4 “But I have been the LORD your God 
    ever since you came out of Egypt. 
You shall acknowledge no God but me, 
    no Savior except me. 
5 I cared for you in the wilderness, 
    in the land of burning heat. 
6 When I fed them, they were satisfied; 
    when they were satisfied, they became proud; 
    then they forgot me.” 
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Lord, it's hard for us even to imagine the pain that was in your voice as you revealed this to 
Hosea. 

6 When I fed them, they were satisfied; 
    when they were satisfied, they became proud; 
    then they forgot me. 

I pray today, God, that you will help us to see our role as the church is to be the very prophetic 
voice of God in the world today. The world is the way it is because your prophetic voice is not 
being heard loud enough. May you help us today, Lord. Give us ears to hear this. Give us eyes 
to really see it and understand it. Give us hearts to believe. These messages are counterculture 
to everything we’re taught. It is the voice of God we need to hear. And we’ll thank you. In your 
precious name, Amen.  

One of TVs most popular shows is a thing called “Duck Dynasty” on A&E. The show chronicles 
the life of the Robertson family, a group of rednecks who made millions selling duck calls and 
other related merchandise. They are Christians with strong moral and conservative values, and 
they pray often in Jesus’ name at the close of each show.  

Phil Robertson is the dad, and he is the patriarch of the Robertson clan. He is an elder in his 
church in West Monroe, Louisiana. He gave an interview in “GQ Magazine” a few months ago in 
which he quoted from the Scriptures as to why the moral behavior in America is sin. And when 
he was questioned particularly about homosexuality and gay marriage, he spoke out a very 
biblical view. When he did that, it created a firestorm response from the gay community and 
their liberal media supporters. A&E said that Phil Robertson could no longer be on the show.  

Within hours they had over a half million calls and tweets and emails to reinstate him or people 
would boycott A&E. A&E backed down. People raised up to let people know they weren’t going 
to tolerate an injustice at that level, and A&E heard them loud and clear. 

Commenting on that, Bailey Smith, former president of the Southern Baptist Convention, wrote 
in last month's “Decision Magazine” why so many people think that homosexuality is right and 
people like Phil Robertson are wrong. He said: 

It’s because the church is failing to speak out on the moral issues of our day. If any 
institution deserves the name of “Duck Dynasty” it’s not the program that’s rated as the 
most popular show on A&E, rather it’s the church. The church of this generation 
deserves a PhD in ducking. So many churches are complicit, they should be called a 
dynasty. 

Vance Havner once said that the church is not only nonprofit but also nonprophet. So when Phil 
Robertson of the popular television show “Duck Dynasty” said, “Homosexuality is a sin,” he was 
right. He is in lockstep with virtually every major religion in the world. What's sad is that the 
church has ducked the issue so consistently that this statement appears to be controversial.  

Baily said: 

The true friend of the homosexual is not the church that affirms his lifestyle but it is the 
one that condemns it. If the homosexual is told that his way of life is acceptable, he sees 
no need of changing and is locked into that destructive behavior. The caring, Bible-
believing church will tell him he is living in repulsive sin, but there is a Savior who can 
give him a life full of joy, fulfillment, forgiveness, and peace. All mankind is in need of 
Christ’s redemption. The church must speak the truth instead of caving in to current 
liberal distortions. 
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Now, unless anybody leave here today saying the message was about homosexuality, it isn’t. 
We could have picked a whole host of sin, but it’s one of the examples of why so many 
Christians in so many churches are starting to cave on such a clear moral issue because they 
are not listening to the voice of God. A whole society is going down the tank on these moral 
issues because the church is afraid to speak out.  

Franklin Graham, commenting on this same issue wrote: 

The evangelical church today has grown all too accepting of sin. The church is ducking 
the vital moral issues of our age. Rather than influencing our culture by being gospel salt 
and light, the church has itself become influenced by the permissive culture in which we 
live. 

God has always had a solution for any culture that is immoral or permissive or godless and in 
decline. It's called the prophet: men and women who fear God more than anyone else and are 
used by God to confront a godless culture with truth so that people do not have to stay locked in 
their sin and destruction. They can actually know that there is a better way. God raised up 
prophets in the Old Testament. He raised up the prophets and apostles of the New Testament. 
And his prophetic voice is still needing to be heard in the world today through the voice of his 
church, the very people of God. 

Over the last few weeks around here, we’ve been learning that his church is the living church. 
Christ lives in us; we are his visible presence in the world. We are also to be his mouthpiece. 
We are to be salt and light, flavoring and preserving, and illuminating God's truth in a world 
steeped in darkness. Sometimes people will listen. Sometimes they won't. Always they are held 
accountable for how they respond.  

The Bible is full of prophetic messages calling people to wake up and turn to God before it's too 
late. Most often, people do not believe and judgment fell. Most often, it was those who 
professed to be God's people who were not listening to God's voice anymore. Satan hates truth. 
It thwarts his plan in every person, every family, every culture, every nation. So how does he 
fight it? He seeks to remove truth from the culture by silencing the messengers of truth who 
refused to speak out because they're afraid or they want to be liked. 

How does a society, a people, move from exalting God as Israel once did to ignoring him? 
Aristotle rightly declared, “There are two great virtues that must govern every society. One is 
intellectual virtue. It is cerebral.” We have to think right: discovering truth through instruction and 
study and applying it to reason, philosophy, literature, history, and all the things that shape our 
culture. God's word is truth, and when God's word is abandoned, all objective measure of truth 
is lost. Man now becomes the decider of what’s true. That's why Satan has removed truth from 
the public schools and our universities so entire generations are raised up with no awareness of 
God, taught that he has no place in society, and then they can be totally influenced by the 
culture that is lying to them. And we stand by and allow this to happen. 

The other thing that Aristotle said was, “There has to be moral virtue in a society.” That means 
character has to be formed. Virtues of moral conduct learned early in life from family and class 
and community. Isn't it interesting that that’s what Satan attacks, the destruction of all those 
agencies that were to teach us moral virtue? Moral virtues teach us the values of things like 
courage, justice, integrity, self-restraint, seriousness, compassion, and the simple basics of 
rights and wrong. God is the ultimate moral absolute. When he is no longer honored, moral 
standards become determined by the lowest character and the loudest voices.  
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Chuck Colson once wrote in his book Against the Night: 

Moral virtue is the most essential element of a just society. But once squandered, can it 
be restored? Who or what is equipped to regenerate a moral impulse in the long-
atrophied conscience of a corrupt culture?  

We think a President is going to do that? A Congress? People, a Congress full of conservatives 
could not accomplish this. Only God can accomplish this, and he does it through Christ and his 
church who proclaim without fear or apology the truth of God's timeless prophetic word. 

We begin today a study of 12 of the most powerful prophetic voices ever unleashed upon planet 
Earth, twelve men whose messages are as relevant today for our culture as they have ever 
been. We begin today with Hosea, the first of the minor prophets; minor, not because they 
weren’t important but because their books were small compared to Ezekiel and Daniel and 
Jeremiah.  

Hosea was a voice of God to a crumbling nation that had forgotten God. Hosea lived in the 
northern kingdom of Israel. You remember, after Solomon the kingdom split, Israel in the north, 
Judah in the south. According to his writings, he may have been a baker and also a farmer, an 
average guy as most of the prophets were. He prophesied during the middle of the 
8th century BC to a crumbling nation. But if you had asked the people of the northern kingdom if 
they thought their society was crumbling, they would've told you, “No way! Are you kidding? 
Things have never been this good. It’s all about the economy, stupid.”  

Under their king, Jereboam II, Israel had returned to a place of power and prosperity. Wealth, 
political peace, the arts, culture, and luxury abounded for many, but the people were living deep 
in sin. Immoral behavior of every kind was pervasive in their society: broken homes, corrupt 
courts, extravagance, alcoholism, shallow religious observances, violence, and bloodshed in 
their streets.  Sound like any other nation you are remotely familiar with? That was Israel in the 
middle of the 8th century. 

Hosea, who has been called “the weeping prophet” saw the people's blindness and the coming 
judgment if things would not change. That's why he wrote in Hosea 4 verse 1: 

Hear the word of the LORD, you Israelites, 
    because the LORD has a charge to bring 
    against you who live in the land: 
“There is no faithfulness, no love, 
    no acknowledgment of God in the land. 
2 There is only cursing, lying and murder, 
    stealing and adultery; 
they break all bounds, 
    and bloodshed follows bloodshed. 
3 Because of this the land dries up, 
    and all who live in it waste away; 
the beasts of the field, the birds in the sky 
    and the fish in the sea are swept away.” 

“Your society is falling apart and you can't even see it.” The people were committing spiritual 
adultery. They had pledged themselves to the one true God, but now they were turning their 
backs on him. It was lip service only. God was their spiritual husband, but they were prostituting 
themselves to every false God that they created to serve their own needs. They shaped gods 
for what they wanted. So many people in America today have made God out to be what they 
want him to be, but it's not even remotely close to who he is. So God told Hosea proclaim his 
message in a very unusual way. Hosea 1 verse 2: 
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When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, “Go, marry a 
promiscuous woman -- 

The word is “a hore, a prostitute” 

-- and have children with her, for like an adulterous wife this land is guilty of 
unfaithfulness to the LORD.” 3 So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she 
conceived and bore him a son. 

The word “Gomer” means “to end” as in “it’s over, you’re a failure.” That’s what her name 
means. They had three children. Jezreel, we believe was their firstborn son by Hosea. His name 
means “judgment and destruction is coming.” Then she had a daughter by the name of Lo-
Ruhamah. We’re not sure if by Hosea or someone else because she was very promiscuous. 
Her name means “I will no longer show love, pity, or compassion.” Then she had another son, 
we’re not sure by whom, named Lo-Ammi, “you are not my people and I am not your God” that’s 
what his name means.  

So imagine Hosea, wherever he went introducing his family, God would use it as part of the 
prophetic message. Every time he introduced his family it would sound like this: “Hello, this is 
my unfaithful, adulterous wife “it's over, you’re a failure” and my kids “judgment is coming, I’ll no 
longer show you love, and you are not my people.” That’s what Israel would have heard every 
time he introduced his family because that's what their names meant. The reason for all of this, 
Hosea 13 verse 4: 

4 “But I have been the LORD your God 
    ever since you came out of Egypt. 
You shall acknowledge no God but me, 
    no Savior except me. 
5 I cared for you in the wilderness, 
    in the land of burning heat. 
6 When I fed them, they were satisfied; 
    when they were satisfied, they became proud; 
    then they forgot me.” 

When people forget God, they sow the seeds of their own destruction. What causes people to 
forget God? Hosea said it was satisfaction with things and pride in themselves. People forget 
God when they become satisfied with things. Hosea said in Chapter 13 verse 5: 

5 I cared for you in the wilderness, 
    in the land of burning heat. 
6 When I fed them, they were satisfied. 

You know, when you travel with children, as Karla and I did for many years going to meetings 
and other things around the country, we always drove because it was cheaper. You can’t haul 
three kids with you and pay for airfare, so we took a car. You always know trouble’s on the 
horizon when you start hearing things like this. You’re 3 minutes into an 8,000 mile trip and the 
kids are going, “Are we there yet? I'm tired of riding.” Really? Or you just spent two hours 
stopped getting everything together and you get back on the road, the next exit is 75 miles away 
and you hear, “I need to go to the bathroom.” Or you are 150 miles from the nearest town and 
you hear, “I'm hungry.” You’re out of snacks, and for the next two hours it’s gonna be all about 
the food.  
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I remember one of those times we were traveling cross country and the kids really hungry. The 
snacks were gone. We stopped at a Bonanza Steakhouse in DuBois, Pennsylvania. I stopped 
there because it was cheap. It was all you can eat. We wanted to tank these kids up so we 
wouldn’t have to feed them for the next three days. We left the place stuffed. You know the 
feeling? We’re not supposed to admit this, but you go to one of those places you ain’t going out 
of there till you get your money's worth. I don’t care what kind of a diet you’re on. “Eat more. 
Pack more. You need more. More. Eat more.” You come out of there like, “I can’t eat another 
bit.” In fact you are closing your eyes going by the desserts that’s how full you are. It was 
interesting. We got back in the car. We drove on. There was no snacking, no complaining, no 
desire for food. In fact it didn’t even come up because we were all satisfied. We were full. 

You know, that’s the kind of language that Hosea uses when he describes what happened to 
Israel, what can happen to any person, any society, any nation when they become full of the 
things that God gives to the point they have no more room or sense of need for God himself. 
When desire for God is lost you can quickly forget him. That's what happened to Israel, so God 
had to send Hosea to remind the people of what happened to their ancestors in the desert when 
God let them out of Egypt. He said in verse 5: 

5 I cared for you in the wilderness, 
    in the land of burning heat. 
6 When I fed them, they were satisfied. 

When God led them in the desert, there were no Quik Stops or fast foods or hotels. God had to 
supply everything. Six hundred thousand men came out of Egypt along with women and 
children and the mixed multitude of some of the Egyptians who said, “Man, we’re going with 
you.” 

There could have been a million and a half people led out into a desert. No food. No water. No 
shelter. How do you survive in a desert without those things? God has to supply them for you. 
Nobody living in the desert with no other way to turn but God forgets God. But even there, when 
they had their full bellies and plenty of water, they were discontent and they forgot about God 
every time they were full.  

It all became about what God gives us, not about God himself. So God led them on a journey in 
a trip that should have taken 40 days took 40 years. A whole generation died in the desert. They 
had to learn to desire God and not just the things he gives because they were headed to the 
Promised Land, a land God said that was flowing with milk and honey with wells they didn't dig, 
vineyards they didn't plant, homes they did not build. God knew the easiest place to forget God 
is a place that is flowing with milk and honey, all your needs are met. It happened to Israel.  

It's happened in America. Blessed by God from sea to shining sea we have forgotten him. We 
have forgotten that it's God who made America great. It is God who provides for America. It is 
God who protects America, not us, not a military, not our economics, not our political systems. 
It's God who does that. When God removes his hand, things start to unravel. Haven’t we 
noticed in our own lives how much we seek God when we need something? But when our own 
sense of need is not great, how easily we can start resting on our laurels and not seeking God 
at all. Just let the need come back and, man, we ratchet up our prayers. 

Israel had fallen to that place where in their society they were falling apart. God was trying to get 
their attention. Hosea's wife, Gomer, that he was told to marry, was like Israel who, although 
Gomer finally had a husband who loved her, she thought she could do better elsewhere. So she 
prostituted herself with all these different men. That's why Hosea said in Hosea 2, verse 5: 
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Their mother (the kid’s mother) has been unfaithful 
    and has conceived them in disgrace. 
She said, ‘I will go after my lovers, 

Look at this. She thought: 

Who give me my food and my water, 
    my wool and my linen, my olive oil and my drink.’ 

Israel wasn’t looking to God anymore than Gomer was looking to her husband. 

6 Therefore (God said) I will block her path with thornbushes; 
    I will wall her in so that she cannot find her way. 
7 She will chase after her lovers but not catch them; 
    she will look for them but not find them. 
Then she will say, 
    ‘I will go back to my husband as at first, 
    for then I was better off than now.’ 
8 She has not acknowledged that I was the one 
    who gave her the grain, the new wine and oil, 
who lavished on her the silver and gold— 
    which they used for Baal. 

9 Therefore I will take away my grain when it ripens, 
    and my new wine when it is ready. 
I will take back my wool and my linen, 
    intended to cover her naked body. 

God said, “I gave all this stuff and now I’m going to take it away so she’ll remember.” 

10 So now I will expose her lewdness 
    before the eyes of her lovers; 
    no one will take her out of my hands. 
11 I will stop all her celebrations: 
    her yearly festivals, her New Moons, 
    her Sabbath days—all her appointed festivals. 
12 I will ruin her vines and her fig trees, 
    which she said were her pay from her lovers; 
I will make them a thicket, 
    and wild animals will devour them. 
13 I will punish her for the days 
    she burned incense to the Baals; 
she decked herself with rings and jewelry, 
    and went after her lovers, 
    but me she forgot,” 
declares the LORD. 

People, that’s America, so many of the struggles we’re seeing now in our country of God trying 
to get our attention; the return of diseases that we thought were once eliminated. I read last 
week, measles are making a return. Polio is coming back. Tuberculosis is on the rise. People 
are dying from the flu. The devastating storms that are racking our country, this weather 
variance isn’t global warming, God's trying to give us a weather pattern that will make us wake 
up and realize this is not normal. The violence in our schools, the fear in our streets, 
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contamination of our food supplies, is there a week that goes by that you don’t hear of another 
recall that our meat is poisoned, the wheat was bad, and this was wrong? In my lifetime I don’t 
remember that happening. It’s happening every week somewhere. God's trying to get our 
attention just like he was trying to get the attention of Israel by doing those very same things 
because he said, “You’ve forgot me.”  

So how are they going to hear from God? Through God's people, the prophets, you and I, 
through his church. We are to be God's prophetic voice. God said, verse 4: 

But I have been the LORD your God 
    ever since you came out of Egypt. 
You shall acknowledge no God but me, 
    no Savior except me. 
5 I cared for you in the wilderness, 
    in the land of burning heat. 
6 When I fed them, they were satisfied; 
    when they were satisfied. 

The word is “they’d become full.” “They had become so full of my things they have no more 
room for me. That's why your nation is crumbling from within,” he said. So God asked 
Hosea to proclaim a message, a message of truth, a prophetic word that could try to save 
people before it was too late. It's the same prophetic voice God is asking his church to be in the 
world today.  

Not only satisfaction that steals our sense of need, but people forget God when they are filled 
with pride in themselves. Verse 6: 

When I fed them, they were satisfied; 
    when they were satisfied, they became proud; 
    then they forgot me. 

When God is forgotten, the focus is gonna shift, and it always shifts to self. 

Psalm 23 is a beloved song because it's all about the shepherd. It’s all about God. It's all about 
the Lord, all about how much he cares, how much he provides, how much he loves, how much 
he guides, so that even when we walked through the valley of the shadow of death we will fear 
no evil because he is with us. But if God is forgotten in a society, if the shepherd is no longer 
looked to, if God is relegated to the fringe, if the Lord is truly not the Lord, if all of his benefits 
are taken away, have you ever read Psalm 23 without the Lord without God without the 
Shepherd? The whole focus changes.  

Paul Miller in his book The Praying Life said: 

Here's what Psalm 23 sounds like when you take God, the Lord, the Shepherd and his 
benefits out of the equation. Here how it reads: 

My. My. I shall be in want. Me. Me. My soul. Me. I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death. I will fear. Me. Me. Me in the presence of my enemies. My head. My cup. Me all 
the days of my life. I will dwell. 

When you take God out of the equation what you're left with is you. We are then left 
obsessing over our wants in the valley of the shadow of death, paralyzed by fear in the 
presence of our enemies. 
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That’s what you’re left without God. People, that’s our nation. That’s where we are because we 
have forgotten God. Hosea was called to remind Israel that in their pride they had forgotten 
God. Verse 6: 

When I fed them, they were satisfied; 
    when they were satisfied, they became proud; 
    then they forgot me.” 

Proudly, literally their heart was lifted up. They exalted themselves. They took center stage. 
They became self-absorbing. Everything was around what they wanted, what they needed, what 
they saw was right or wrong. You see, what's interesting is when God brought the Israelites out 
of Egypt, it’s why Hosea was called to go back and remind the people of their history. God had 
told the Israelites, “When you leave slavery and you go through the desert and you get to 
the Promised Land, be careful that you don't become proud and forget me.” 
Deuteronomy 8 verse 10, here’s what Moses was to tell the Israelites: 

When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he 
has given you. 11 Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe 
his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. 12 Otherwise, 
when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, 13 and when 
your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is 
multiplied, 14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, 
who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

15 He led you through the vast and dreadful wilderness, that thirsty and waterless land, 
with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. 16 He 
gave you manna to eat in the wilderness, something your ancestors had never known, to 
humble and test you so that in the end it might go well with you. 17 You may say to 
yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.” 
18 But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce 
wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today. 

19 If you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods and worship and bow 
down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed. 20 Like the 
nations the LORD destroyed before you, so you will be destroyed for not obeying the 
LORD your God. 

What happened to the mighty nation of Assyria that eventually conquered Israel? They are no 
more. What happened to the great Babylonian Empire founded under Nebuchadnezzar that 
ruled most of the world? It is no more. What happened to the Greek Empire under Alexander 
the Great was conquering most of the world? It is no more. What happened to the Egyptian 
Empire? It is no more. They are relegated to a second rate nation. What happened to the 
Roman Empire? They crumbled from within. What happened to the British Empire? It is no 
more.  

God told Hosea, “Every nation that forgets God has been destroyed every one.” It's time 
for the church of America to wake up and start being the prophetic voice he’s called us to be.  

French theologian, mathematician, and philosopher of some centuries ago, Blase Pascal, said 
that when men are separated from God there are only two options: The first is that they will 
begin to imagine they are gods themselves; the second option is that men will seek satisfaction 
in their senses. 
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When God is in his rightful place upon the throne of our lives, we find meaning and purpose in 
relationship to him and with him, but when pride exalts self over God, we seek to find meaning 
in how we feel, how we act, how we think, in our things, in our accomplishments. We are always 
seeking more to satisfy self and not God. Pride can be an overinflated view of self or an 
underinflated view of self, but pride always is a focus on self and not God.  

That's what happened in Israel. People took credit for all the good things and left God out of it. 
They began to serve themselves and create gods that would serve them, all in the name of the 
Lord. It's why Hosea said Hosea 5 verse 1: 

Hear this, you priests! 
    Pay attention, you Israelites! 
Listen, royal house! 

Do you hear that? “You religious people who lead the nation, you everyday people of the 
land, you citizens and all of you royal house, all of you leaders listen to this.” 

    This judgment is against you: 
You have been a snare at Mizpah, 
    a net spread out on Tabor. 
2 The rebels are knee-deep in slaughter. 
    I will discipline all of them. 
3 I know all about Ephraim; (the northern kingdom) 
    Israel is not hidden from me. 
Ephraim, you have now turned to prostitution; 
    Israel is corrupt.  

Their deeds do not permit them 
    to return to their God. 
A spirit of prostitution is in their heart; 
    they do not acknowledge the LORD. 
5 Israel’s arrogance testifies against them; 
    the Israelites, even Ephraim, stumble in their sin; 
    Judah also stumbles with them. 
6 When they go with their flocks and herds 
    to seek the LORD, 
they will not find him; 
    he has withdrawn himself from them. 
7 They are unfaithful to the LORD; 
    they give birth to illegitimate children. 
When they celebrate their New Moon feasts, 
    he will devour their fields. 

People, if God ever takes his hand off a nation, that nation is done. Can't you feel the nation 
you're living in that God is releasing his grip? When they begin to feel some of the 
consequences of that, it will be like Hosea 6 where the people say, “Let's turn back to the Lord,” 
but their heart wasn’t in it. Hosea 6 verse 1: 

Come, let us return to the LORD. 
He has torn us to pieces 
    but he will heal us; 
he has injured us 
    but he will bind up our wounds. 
2 After two days he will revive us; 
    on the third day he will restore us, 
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    that we may live in his presence. 
3 Let us acknowledge the LORD; 
    let us press on to acknowledge him.  

As surely as the sun rises, 
    he will appear; 
he will come to us like the winter rains, 
    like the spring rains that water the earth. 

Sounds good, doesn’t it? But God knew their duplicity. He knew their devotion was as fickle as 
the morning mist, and as soon as the crisis passed they’d be right back forgetting him. You 
remember after 9/11 when the nation was in a panic? Do you remember when the Senate and 
the House of the United States stood on the Capitol steps, sang hymns, and prayed to God? 
Two weeks later, they weren't acknowledging his presence in the chamber. Hosea 6 verse 4: 

What can I do with you, Ephraim? 
    What can I do with you, Judah? 
Your love is like the morning mist, 
    like the early dew that disappears. 
5 Therefore I cut you in pieces with my prophets, 
    I killed you with the words of my mouth— 
    then my judgments go forth like the sun. 
6 For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, 
    and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings. 

“All your religious displays and commitments and rededications, they mean nothing to 
me. What matters is how you live and whether or not I really am on the throne of your 
life.” Hosea 8 verse 11: 

Though Ephraim built many altars for sin offerings, 
    these have become altars for sinning. 

Like churches today who acknowledge God, but they embrace same-sex marriage. They 
embrace immorality of all kinds. They’re not strong on the word. They deny the deity of Christ. 
They perform marriages for pets for crying out loud. They built altars but they become altars for 
sinning. 

12I wrote for them the many things of my law, 
    but they regarded them as something foreign. 

How many churches can you go in today that have a cross out front and say they are Christian 
denominations, but they don't even open a Bible? 

13 Though they offer sacrifices as gifts to me, 
    and though they eat the meat, 
    the LORD is not pleased with them. 
Now he will remember their wickedness 
    and punish their sins: 
    They will return to Egypt. 
14 Israel has forgotten their Maker 
    and built palaces; 
    Judah has fortified many towns. 

They keep multiplying their luxuries and they keep building up their military. 

But I will send fire on their cities 
    that will consume their fortresses.  
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You know, that's exactly what happened. Within 30 years of this prophecy, Israel was destroyed 
by the invading hoards of Assyria. But there was grace and redemption in the midst of all of it. 
Hosea was told to go back to his adulterous wife and to love her as God loves Israel. Hosea 3 
verse 1: 

The LORD said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved 
by another man and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, 
though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.” 

2 So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley.  

He bought Gomer back. 

3 Then I told her, “You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be 
intimate with any man, and I will behave the same way toward you.” 

4 For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred 
stones, without ephod or household gods. 5 Afterward the Israelites will return and seek 
the LORD their God and David their king. They will come trembling to the LORD and to his 
blessings in the last days. 

They will return to the Lord, a price will be paid, and they will come to David their King. People, 
you and I who have been held in slavery and captivity need to realize that that price was paid 
when Jesus went to the cross. Someday, all of God's people are gonna come back to David 
their King in the last days. The ultimate King David is Jesus Christ himself.  

People, if people we know in America and people around the world are to ever come back to 
God, they have to know that the way they're living is wrong, that what they're saying and the 
forms of God that they are forming and the false religions they’re creating are wrong. The 
immorality and the behavior and the destruction of the society that's happening before our eyes 
is because they have forgotten God because they’ve become satisfied with things and have 
taken pride in themselves.  

God said to Hosea, “I'm raising you up and I want you to be my prophet to these people. 
Remind them that I’m married to my church, to my people.” Hosea 2, verse 19: 

I will betroth you to me forever; 
    I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, 
    in love and compassion. 
20 I will betroth you in faithfulness, 
    and you will acknowledge the LORD. 

Hosea 10 verse 12: 

Sow righteousness for yourselves, 
    reap the fruit of unfailing love, 
and break up your unplowed ground; 
    for it is time to seek the LORD, 
until he comes 
    and showers his righteousness on you. 

Which is why Hosea closed his prophecy in Chapter 14 verse 9: 

Who is wise? Let them realize these things. 
    Who is discerning? Let them understand. 
The ways of the LORD are right; 
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    the righteous walk in them, 
    but the rebellious stumble in them. 

Father, this was not a popular word in Hosea's day, and it certainly isn’t ours. I am fully 
expecting there's a lot of people hearing this message who are not gonna be happy with, but it 
doesn't matter. You have called us today to be the prophetic voice, your prophetic voice, of 
speaking the truth with humility and compassion to a culture that is crumbling from within. We 
have forgotten God.  

I'm praying, God, that through these messages we will learn how to be your people, the very 
prophetic voice through whom you can speak and shine your glory so that our families, the 
people next door, our communities, our nation, and the peoples of the world can hear the truth 
that will set them free. Thank you, God. We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 


