
Page 1 of 14 

March 16, 2014 
Joel 2:12-17, 28-32 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Joel - The Way of Returning 
to God 

 
If you have your Bibles today, if you’d turn with me back in the Old Testament to the prophet 
Joel, we are continuing on in our series called “The Prophetable Church: Major Lessons From 
the Minor Prophets.” Today we’re gonna be looking at the prophet Joel. These prophets are 
called minor prophets not because they are insignificant but because their messages are 
shorter than, say, Daniel or Ezekial or Jeremiah. They're very to the point. These prophets are 
men whom God raised up in their day to speak to the declining times that they were facing and 
to speak God's truth. You and I are to be God's prophets today.  

We’ve been learning that the church is not a building. It’s not a place. It’s not a denomination. 
The church is people, you and me. If you’re a Christian today, you're a part of his church. Christ 
lives in you. You are his visible presence in the world. We’re learning that we’re also his 
mouthpiece. One of the reasons the world is in the mess it’s in today is that the church has not 
been as vocal in proclaiming the prophetic word of God to help people understand the times to 
help people understand how they are to live. 

Well, Joel is one of those prophets preaching to the southern kingdom of Judah, but his 
message is as timely today as it was ever written. He's calling the people to return to the Lord. 
This is how Joel records it for us in Joel Chapter 2 beginning in verse 12: 

“Even now,” declares the LORD, 
    “return to me with all your heart, 
    with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 

13 Rend your heart 
    and not your garments. 
Return to the LORD your God, 
    for he is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, 
    and he relents from sending calamity. 
14 Who knows? He may turn and relent 
    and leave behind a blessing— 
grain offerings and drink offerings 
    for the LORD your God. 

15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, 
    declare a holy fast, 
    call a sacred assembly. 
16 Gather the people, 
    consecrate the assembly; 
bring together the elders, 
    gather the children, 
    those nursing at the breast. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room 
    and the bride her chamber. 
17 Let the priests, who minister before the LORD, 
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    weep between the portico and the altar. 
Let them say, “Spare your people, LORD. 
    Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn, 
    a byword among the nations. 
Why should they say among the peoples, 
    ‘Where is their God?’” 

Then in Chapter 2 verse 28: 

“And afterward, 
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
    your old men will dream dreams, 
    your young men will see visions. 
29 Even on my servants, both men and women, 
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 
30 I will show wonders in the heavens 
    and on the earth, 
    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
31 The sun will be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood 
    before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. 
32 And everyone who calls 
    on the name of the LORD will be saved; 
for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
    there will be deliverance, 
    as the LORD has said, 
even among the survivors 
    whom the LORD calls.” 

Let’s pray together. 

Father, these words at many times sound like something out of an ancient past and we wonder, 
What are they talking about? Who are these people? What are these places? What is he 
saying? God, this was a word that brought attention to a nation as it is a word that can be 
bringing attention to our nation.  

God, things are not at a good place in our country. We know it, nor in the world. You are the 
only solution. You are calling your people to return to you that you may use us as your presence 
and your voice in a world that needs to know you. So, Lord, speak to us today. Let us hear your 
voice through the prophet Joel. Help us to understand the importance of returning to God and 
we'll thank you. In your precious name, Amen.  

William Nichols made a sermon to the general assembly of the Christian churches of St. Louis 
in 1993. In it he presented a different version of the Noah account in the Bible of the flood. He 
said: 

Imagine if it came down for Noah like this: 

And it came to pass, the Lord returned to Noah and said unto him. “Where's the ark I 
commanded thee to build?” 

Noah said unto the Lord. “Verily, I’ve had two carpenters on vacation. The other two are 
on sick leave. The gopher wood suppliers let me down. Yea, even though the gopher 
wood has been on backorder for nigh upon three months, what can I do, O Lord?” 
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The Lord waxed wroth and said unto Noah, “I want that ark finished even after seven 
days and seven nights.” 

Noah said, “It shall be so. But my subcontractor’s gone bankrupt. The pitch which you 
commanded us to be put on the outside and the inside, it hasn’t arrived. The plumber’s 
gone on strike, and Shem my son and his brothers Ham and Japheth, they have all gone 
off to Nashville to record a record. Lord, I am undone.” 

The Lord grew angry and said, “What about the animals, the male and female of every 
sort that I ordered to come up to thee to keep their seed alive on the face of the earth.” 

Noah said, “The Public Health Department put them in quarantine. All the proper 
inoculations haven’t been administered. The vaccine has been delivered to the wrong 
address, but it should come by Friday.” 

The Lord said, “What of the unicorns and the fowls of the air by sevens.” 

Noah wrung his hands and wept saying, “Lord, unicorns are a discontinued line. You 
can’t get them for love nor money. The fowls of the air, I can’t get sevens. They come in 
lots of half dozen. Lord, what am I going to do? You know how it is.” 

The Lord in all his wisdom said, “Yea, verily, I know how it is. I know how it is. Why else 
do you think I’m sending this flood to destroy the earth? Yea, verily I know how it is.” 

When you look out into the world today, what do you see? Do you see the world through God's 
eyes to see what he sees or are we already becoming lulled into complacency by not seeing 
events in the world the way God intended us to see them? Things in the world are not getting 
better. We all know that. But the events in the world are increasing at a scale and of a scope 
that many of us have never seen in our lifetime. It isn’t that these things are new always, it’s just 
they’re coming so fast and so many together it's obvious that something is very different. God is 
trying to get our attention.  

God sends many warning signs to let us know that things are serious so that we can return to 
him before it's too late. When we heed the signs and turn to God, we find that he’s gracious and 
compassionate and forgiving. But when we don't turn to God, judgment is inevitable. That's what 
happened in the days of the prophet Joel, and it's happening in our day as well.  

Last week we began a new study in the minor prophets. We saw that these are men raised up 
by God to bring his message of truth into decaying societies to help people to understand their 
times. Last week we heard God's message through the prophet Hosea, a prophet to the 
northern kingdom of Israel, a country that had prospered and was doing well by every 
appearance but inside was decaying. They had forgotten God, so God raises up Hosea to call 
them back to remember him. “Don't think you did all this on your own. Don't think all of this is 
happening by your own strength and power. God's doing this. If he dries up that blessing it’s 
gone, and you're already beginning to see the signs that his hand is being withdrawn.” 

As Hosea was thundering his message in the north, God raised up a prophet for the southern 
kingdom of Judah, a man by the name of Joel. He was called to preach to a nation that was 
crumbling from within. Hosea had said in his letter that the northern kingdom was crumbling, but 
Judah also was stumbling with her. You see, the southern kingdom of Judah under King Uzziah 
had prospered and expanded their borders.  

Uzziah was a very capable leader, a man that was easy to follow. He gave at least lip service to 
God. He was a military strategist expanding the borders of their own country. He was good 
economically. He helped put policies in place where Judah was thriving. But like Israel, the 
people were decaying intellectually, morally, and spiritually from within. Drunkenness prevailed 
in the society and all the things that came with it including immorality, public displays of 
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immorality. You think the gay pride marches we have now are gross, you should have seen 
some of the things going on in Joel's day. Violence was increasing everywhere. God sent many 
warning signs, but the people didn't listen. Therefore, he sent a judgment that no one could 
miss, a locust plague “Unlike any locust plague that has  ever been before” the Scripture says 
“or will ever be again.” A locust swarm so thick that it blocked out the sun by day and the moon 
and the stars by night. They crept into every house and into every cupboard. They wiped out the 
bark off the trees, every leaf, everything green. All the crops were eaten to the ground. God 
said, “This is a warning that if you do not listen to what Joel and the prophets are saying, 
a worse judgment will come that will make this a locust plague seem like a picnic.”  

The locusts came and destroyed everything. Joel said in Chapter 2 that it was like the Garden of 
Eden before they came and when they left it was like a desert waste, total devastation. It was a 
major wake-up call. God may be sending the same kind of a message to America.  

We have forgotten God, and he is seeking to get our attention. The violence in our streets; 
corruption at the highest levels of government; increasing of diseases; contamination of our food 
supplies; growing threats from places like China, Iran, Russia and Islam within our own borders. 
God wants us to understand the times, and as always God wants to raise up a people to be his 
voice for those times, calling people to return to God. In Joel's day it was the prophet. In our day 
it’s his church, you and me. God's people, we’re called to proclaim God's message for a world 
that needs to know him, a voice calling people to return to God before it's too late because as 
Joel reminds us, God's grace is still mercifully offered to all who will believe and return to the 
Lord. 

How are we to return to the Lord? “With a sincere heart of devotion,” Joel said, “and with a 
broken heart of repentance.” The way to return to God is to seek him with a sincere heart of 
devotion. In Chapter 2, Joel said in verse 12: 

“Even now,” declares the LORD, 
    “return to me with all your heart, 
    with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 

Nita Friedman is not the type of person you would imagine to be involved in a police pursuit, but 
in this article I was reading that's exactly what happened. On US Highway 95, after Bonners 
Ferry, Idaho Police Chief, Mike Hutter, tried to stop her for reckless driving, Hutter flipped on his 
lights and siren but instead of pulling over, the 66-year-old woman began to pull away. Police 
chased the woman through two counties. The chase did not end until after the state police put a 
spike strip in the road in front of Friedman's car. After driving over it, the woman still tried to 
keep going, but with three flat tires escape became impossible.  

What astounded law enforcement officers was that throughout the entire 15 mile chase, 
Friedman never went over the speed limit. Once she even stopped behind a vehicle that was 
making a left-hand turn. She obeyed all the stop signs, traffic lights. While running from the law, 
Nita Friedman was determined not to break the law.  

John Bokima, a pastor from western Illinois reading this article commented: 

It's obedience while running away. It’s like this pastor facing expulsion from her church, 
Rev. Irene Elizabeth Stroud, who vows she has not violated her denomination's trust, but 
acknowledges she lives with her lesbian lover. It's like my friend, who maintains the 
highest standards of integrity in his business relationships yet candidly admits to filing 
false tax forms to the IRS. It’s like when I pray for God's will to be done and then insist 
on having things my own way. It's like hiding sin in my heart while coming to church to 
offer worship. It's obedience while running away.  
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There is no partway or halfhearted when it comes to devotion to God. Either we live for God, his 
glory, and his kingdom, or we don't. There is no in between. That's why God told Joel to deliver 
the message he gave. Joel proclaimed that the devotion God was seeking was an all or nothing 
proposition. Verse 12: 

“Even now,” declares the LORD, 
    “return to me with all your heart, 
    with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 

“All your heart.” It’s the same thing the writer of Hebrews was calling the Christians to in his 
day in Hebrews 10 verse 19: 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place 
by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that 
is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw 
near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our 
hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed 
with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised 
is faithful. 

“Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart.” God's not looking for perfection, and I'm grateful 
or I wouldn't qualify. But he's looking for something genuine, the real deal, which is what the 
word “sincere” means. No duplicity, no pretense, no partway, nothing hidden. I'm not one way in 
private and another way in public. I'm not one way at home and another way with my church 
friends. I'm not one way when nobody sees what I'm doing, and I'm different when everybody's 
around. I'm genuine. I draw near to God with a sincere heart. That's why God said through Joel, 
“Return to me with all your heart.”  

What will characterize a person who is seeking God with all their heart? Verse 12: 

“Even now,” declares the LORD, 
    “return to me with all your heart, 
    with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 

There’s a genuineness to our coming to God when we are truly seeking him. He said it will be 
marked by fasting. Now, fasting is when we don’t eat, but it's for a purpose. It is for more than 
just getting our diet under control or to lose some weight. It’s more than just to be religious. This 
word that Joel’s talking about is depriving the body of food as an indicator of deep sorrow over 
sin. It is a fasting where we actually forsake the body for a season to remind us that we need 
God more than we need food, and as that I hunger for food I am to also have a hunger for God 
that I'm not to allow to be replaced by anything else. I may be able to go 30 or 60 days or more 
without food, but I realized that I can’t go a single day without God. So when I'm seeking him 
with a sincere heart, I come before him at times with fasting. I intentionally forgo the eating of 
physical food to remind me that my need for God is total.  

And he said “I come with weeping,” crying in a deep remorse over sin, but not just for the sin 
itself but for what it does to God. That's the idea behind this weeping. You know, so many times 
when I sin, I come to God and I confess that and I’m sincere in that, but how many times do I 
come actually weeping over it because I realized that I've hurt God with this sin?  

I hurt God a lot before I knew who he was. I lived in sin constantly. I had no idea how much I 
was grieving and breaking his heart. Now I do. He paid a great price for me. He paid a great 
price for you. Now when I sin it's interesting. When you are really seeking to draw near to God 
with a sincere heart, one of the first thoughts is not what the sin means to you, but it's what the  



Page 6 of 14 

sin does to God. You realize, “God, I broke your heart with that. I have hurt you enough. I don’t 
want to do it anymore. I am really sorry, God, for what I did to you. I'm sorry.” Fasting and 
weeping and mourning, a heartfelt sorrow for sin that leads you to change. 

It isn't enough just that we confess these things and are forgiven, because we are. God's 
gracious and compassionate, but do we really seek to change? “God, with your help I don’t want 
to go back to this. I want to be different, I don’t want to hurt you anymore.” Fasting, weeping, 
mourning. 

It was the same for God's people who turn to the Lord and seek his heart, and that's why God 
said to Joel, “Tell everybody to do this. Tell the whole nation to come. Nobody is 
excused.” In fact that’s why it said in Joel 2 verse 15: 

Blow the trumpet in Zion, 
    declare a holy fast, 
    call a sacred assembly. 

Get everybody out. Blow the horn. Let the whole community know. 

16 Gather the people, 
    consecrate the assembly; 
bring the elders, 
    gather the children, 
    even those nursing at the breast. 

Bring the babies. Bring them all. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room 
    and the bride her chamber. 

I don’t care if you got married last night and you’re on your honeymoon, you tell these people, 
“Come out from there and come to this assembly. We are seeking the Lord and this is more 
important than anything they’re gonna do on their honeymoon.” 

17 Let the priests, who minister before the LORD, 
    weep between the portico and the altar. 

Tell those priests to stop where they are doing their religious duty, get down on their faces and 
join you in seeking the Lord. 

Let them say, “Spare your people, LORD. 
    Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn, 
    a byword among the nations. 
Why should they say among the peoples, 
    ‘Where is their God?’” 

Don't let us ever become a people where people look at us and say, “Where is God in this? God 
used to be with that nation. Where are they now?” 

Who of us has been so concerned over God's withdrawn hand from America that we would 
come and get down wherever we are and assemble people around us in our small groups, in 
our worship, wherever we are and say, “God, I'm sorry. I'm sorry that people look at us today  
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and they don’t see you. I'm sorry, God, that people look at us and say, ‘Where is the God of 
America?’ One time they knew, but not anymore. God, do not forsake us. Forgive us and turn us 
back to you.” It says in verse 18 in Joel 2: 

Then the LORD was jealous for his land 
    and took pity on his people. 

America is much in need of a national revival. Nothing else is gonna save it. It can come if we 
will all seek to turn to the Lord and seek him with a sincere devotion. That kind of national 
revival will never come to a people playing church. It just won't. Who think that showing up on a 
Sunday is somehow a victory. That’s not what God is seeking. I think it’s great that we gather. 
He wants us to do it. He said, “Don't forsake that,” but it's gotta be lived out in a deep devotion 
in a seeking God with all of our hearts. Joel said in verse 12: 

“Even now,” declares the LORD, 
    “return to me with all your heart, 
    with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 

And when God's people come before the Lord like that, he can then begin to use them to impact 
the nation. 

Not only seeking him with a sincere heart of devotion, but the way of return to God is to seek 
him with a broken heart of repentance. Joel 2 verse 13: 

Rend your heart 
    and not your garments. 
Return to the LORD your God, 
    for he is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, 
    and he relents from sending calamity. 

For those of you who have been around for a while -- by the way, did you hear the 
announcement that our middle school kids are having an Extreme 80s night, so dress in your 
best 80s garment? I’m thinking, I’ve got it on. I could fit right in there. When I was hearing that 
I’m thinking, 80s night? Was it like going out with the pilgrims or something? I mean, 80s, wow. 
Anyway -- If you lived in the 80s you have heard of a guy named Pete Rose.  

Pete Rose was an American sports icon, a famous player for the Cincinnati Reds, went on to be 
their manager. They used to name the street going up to the stadium after him, “Pete Rose 
Way.” Quite a guy. Anyway, Pete Rose had a dark side. While he was the manager of the 
Cincinnati Reds, he used to bet on baseball games, his own team and other teams they were 
playing. He denied he ever did it, but he was banned anyway. He denied he ever did it until his 
autobiography which came out in 2004. 

The Associated Press carried an article about that autobiography and in it they said this: 

In his autobiography in 2004, Pete Rose finally admitted that he bet on baseball games 
while employed as manager of the Cincinnati Reds, an infraction that produced a lifetime 
ban from the sport in 1989. Rose’s admission of guilt came after denying any 
wrongdoing for almost 15 years. And he has not stopped confessing either. In 
September 2006, he began using his website to personally apologize to each of the fans 
he had failed or offended. In fact, for only $299 +$495 shipping and handling, Pete Rose 
will send you an autographed baseball that reads. “I'm sorry I bet on baseball.”  
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The marketing copy on the website says, “Now, you can get the baseball collectible 
everyone's talking about, Pete Rose's personal apology for betting on baseball newly 
inscribed on an actual baseball at a fantastic price."  

Now, I don't know Pete Rose. I don’t know anything about his heart. I don't know what's going 
on on the inside, but I can tell you on the outside it's hard to believe a guy is truly sorry who’s 
selling his confession on a baseball for 300 bucks a pop plus shipping and handling. People 
who are truly sorry for their sin do not seek in any way to profit from it. They seek to be rid of it 
and will do anything they can to make it right. Their hearts are broken over it.  

That's why God told Joel to have the people rend their hearts and not the garments. Joel 2 
verse 13: 

Rend your heart 
    and not your garments. 
Return to the LORD your God, 
    for he is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, 
    and he relents from sending calamity. 

“Rend your heart.” The word “rend” means “to tear,” but it’s to tear with violence. The Jews used 
to have a lot of ways of expressing their grief along with other cultures who do the same. One of 
the ways they did it was to sit in sackcloth. This must have been a real treat. You take off your 
clothes. You put on this rough, burlap, scratchy material and you sit in that so that you feel the 
agony of your grief. Another thing they used to do was throw ash on their head so they would 
walk around covered in this ash to be reminded of their grief and their brokenness. Another was 
to wail loudly. The louder you wailed the more grievous you were. In fact, if you could afford it, 
you could hire mourners to come and wail loudly because you couldn’t express your grief 
enough on your own. One of the other things they would do was rend their garments. In grief 
they would stand up and grab their clothes and rip them open as a sign of grief. They would 
walk around with their robes or their shirts torn.  

The problem was these became outward displays of grief with no real inner change. So people 
would wail, but they were just hired to do it. So people would put on sackcloth, but it was a sign 
of piety not any real grief inside. People would rend their clothes and walk around, but God  
knew there was no change in their heart, there was no real grief over their sin. So God said, “I 
don't want you to tear your clothes. I want to tear your heart. I want your heart to be 
broken over these things, over what you see in your nation, over what you see in your 
church, over what you see in your life. I want your heart to be broken over these things. 
Don't go around just ripping up your wardrobe. That’s not doing anything. When your 
hearts are broken over these things, then you’ll be ready to look to me for change.”  

You see, that’s what God was looking for, real godly sorrow that lead to repentance because 
God says there's two kinds of sorrow: worldly sorrow and godly sorrow. Worldly sorrow is the 
stuff I used to do when my mom said, “Tell your brother you’re sorry.” I would shoot him in the 
leg with an arrow or something and she’d say, “Tell your brother you’re sorry.” 

“I’m sorry.” 

Say it like you mean it. 

“I’m sorrrry.” But then what would I do? First chance, I would pick up a cap pistol and fling it and 
hit him in the head or something. Why? Because I wasn’t sorry. I was sorry I got caught, but I 
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wasn’t sorry. It brought about no change. But godly sorrow is different. Godly sorrow is you 
shoot your brother in the leg with an arrow you don’t need your mom to tell you. You go to him 
and you say, “Man, I'm sorry. I mean, I'm stupid. I never should've done that. I could have hurt 
you. I'll never do it again.” And you bring about change because you're motivated inside. You 
know what you did was wrong and you don't ever wanna repeat it. 

It’s that distinction of worldly sorrow, godly sorrow that made Paul write as he did to the church 
at Corinth. You remember, he wrote a letter to them. It might have been 1 Corinthians he was 
referring to, and it grieved a lot of people. It hurt some, made them angry. So when he wrote 
back to them in 2 Corinthians Chapter 7 he said in verse 8: 

Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret it—I see 
that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while— 9 yet now I am happy, not because you 
were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became 
sorrowful as God intended. 

There's a time when we are supposed to feel sorry for what we've done. 

For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. 
10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but 
worldly sorrow brings death. 11 See what this godly sorrow has produced in you:  

Look at this. If you’re really sorry, what? 

An earnestness and eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what 
longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At every point you have 
proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter. 

Godly sorrow leads to repentance. Repentance means “change of mind,” that’s what the word 
means “change of mind.” Repentance is a change of mind and heart resulting in God-directed 
action. Outward displays of grief without real change in the heart will not bring life, it only brings 
more death because we don’t learn from the experience, we don’t regret it, we don’t change 
anything. So, God said, “Rend your hearts. Grieve over your sin and turn to God for forgiveness. 
Call on him and you’ll find him to be gracious and compassionate. Joel 2 verse 13: 

Rend your heart 
    and not your garments. 
Return to the LORD your God, 
    for he is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, 
    and he relents from sending calamity 

When people turn to the Lord like this, he can pour out the power of his Spirit into our lives 
Joel 2 verse 28: 

“And afterward, 
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
    your old men will dream dreams, 
    your young men will see visions. 
29 Even on my servants, both men and women, 
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 
30 I will show wonders in the heavens 
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    and on the earth, 
    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
31 The sun will be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood 
    before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. 

There it is again. 
32 And everyone who calls 
    on the name of the LORD will be saved; 
for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
    there will be deliverance, 
    as the LORD has said, 
even among the survivors 
    whom the LORD calls.” 

God said, “When you turn to be like this, I'm gonna pour out my Spirit upon all people. 
Your men and women are gonna prophesy. They’re gonna dream dreams. They’re gonna 
hear me and seeing me in ways they haven’t seen me before, and they’re gonna proclaim 
my glory.” 

When Peter at Pentecost in Acts Chapter 2 saw the people turning to the Lord, he saw the Holy 
Spirit falling upon people's lives. People from 15 or more nations were speaking the word of 
God and the wonders of God in their own language which they had never learned, proclaiming 
the wonders and the glory of God to the nations. Peter instantly recognized that this was a 
fulfillment of what Joel said would happen when people would turn to God like this. Acts 2 verse 
14: 

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow 
Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to 
what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 
16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

And he quotes from Joel 2:28-31, and he tells the people, “This is exactly what God said he 
would do. When you turn to the Lord like this, he will pour out his Spirit on you.” 

What is holding the Holy Spirit back from releasing that kind of power in his church today? What 
is holding God back from releasing that kind of power in you or in me? God said he would do it, 
people would prophesy, they would speak, they would declare his truth, they would dream and 
see visions, and they would proclaim the word of the Lord to the nations. What's holding that 
back? Joel suggests there needs to be a broken heartedness on the part of God's people over 
sin and the way we live, over disobedience of every kind. When we grieve like that and we 
come to God, and we rend our hearts and not our garments, and we say, “God, I'm sorry. I’ve 
wasted so much time. I misused so many of your things. I want, God, to be used by you and I 
want, God, to be your vessel. Change me. My heart’s broken over this, and I want you to 
change me.” God said he’ll pour out that Spirit on us.  

If you’re a Christian, the Holy Spirit is in you but is the Holy Spirit really controlling you, filling 
you, using you, your mind, your heart, your voice, your priorities, your life? Imagine a whole 
family living under the power of the Holy Spirit like that. Imagine a whole church. Imagine what it 
would be like if an entire nation was living that way. The world could not remain the same. 
That’s why Joel said: 
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13 Rend your heart 
    and not your garments. 
Return to the LORD your God, 
    for he is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, 
    and he relents from sending calamity. 

Things are different in the world today, more different than they’ve ever been in my lifetime. In 
all the years I've been alive, all the years I've watched the news, of all the years I’ve tried to 
observe the scene in which we’re living, I have never ever seen a headline like I saw last 
Wednesday in the local paper. Something is different. Look at this. Not details of murder and 
sex abuse, that’s in there every day. That’s bad enough. The other one – a food drought. In 
America? A food shortage? Are you serious? I started reading the article. It said: 

In 2013, the driest year on record, 2014 is possibly worse. The devastation of 
California’s drought is trickling down to crops, fields, farmer’s markets, grocery stores, 
and the kitchen table. And while it’s too early to tell precisely how much the drought will 
push up household grocery bills, economist say consumers can expect to pay more for 
food later this year because fewer acres of land are being planted and crop yields are 
shrinking. 

You hear what he’s saying? “They’re not planting as much, and the ones they’re planting are not 
producing.” 

Five hundred thousand prime acres in California this year will not be planted. 

That’s the size of LA and San Diego combined. 

The crops that are out there are not producing as they usually do. Richard Volpi, an 
economist with the Foods Market Branch of the US Department of Agriculture said: 

We're really concerned about the extent to which acreage is being taken out of 
action. The real economic impact is long-term and will be felt down the road 
when there'll be a structural shift in prices. 

Translation: “Food as you’re used to getting it, in the short term at least, and we don’t know how 
long this is gonna last, but stuff you’re used to going to the store and just grabbing is not gonna 
be available. So we’re gonna have to bring it in from elsewhere, and to get it you’re gonna have 
to pay through the nose because there’s gonna be a shortage of food as you know it.” That’s 
what he’s saying at the Department of Agriculture. In America? 

People, things are different. Many of us read headlines like that and we just ho hum and we 
don't even think behind it, Really? This is different. That, coupled with all the other things we 
see happening in the world, God is seriously trying to get our attention. It went on to say in the 
article: 

Well, we’ll just get our stuff from Arizona or New Mexico or South America.  

Sounds just like the days of Joel. Joel 1 verse 11: 

The fields are ruined, 
    the ground is dried up; 
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the grain is destroyed, 
    the new wine is dried up, 
    the olive oil fails. 

11 Despair, you farmers, 
    wail, you vine growers; 
grieve for the wheat and the barley, 
    because the harvest of the field is destroyed. 
12 The vine is dried up 
    and the fig tree is withered; 
the pomegranate, the palm and the apple tree— 
    all the trees of the field—are dried up. 

It's time for God's people to begin interceding and seeking the Lord in a new earnestness with a 
sincere heart of devotion with a broken heart of repentance, because the day of the Lord is 
coming.  

I'm not an alarmist, but you can't sit back and watch what’s happening in the world and say this 
isn’t different. The day of the Lord came in a locust plague. God said it would come and it did. 
Later on, 150 years later, because they didn't listen, the invading hordes of Babylon came and 
destroyed everything. That locust plague was nothing, the Babylonians didn’t even leave the 
temple standing. The Roman armies came under General Titus and leveled the city again, and 
the final day of the Lord is yet to come. 

Joel said in Chapter 3 that the nations are gonna be roused and they’re gonna be gathered 
together in the Valley of Decision, the Valley of Jehoshaphat, the Valley of Megiddo, the Valley 
of Armageddon. I’ve stood on Mount Carmel and looked over that valley. It's huge. The Bible 
says one day he’s gonna rouse the nations there for the great and terrible day of the Lord. 
Revelation tells us that 200 million people from the nations will be gathered there, 200 million to 
fight against Christ and his people. Jesus Christ, on that great and terrible day is going to come 
and destroy them with the breath of his mouth, his word. That Valley of Decision will become the 
Valley of Blood, and the blood will flow for 180 miles.  

The day of the Lord. It came with the locust plague. It came with the Babylonian invasion. It 
came with the destruction of Rome, Rome's destruction of Jerusalem. Joel said, “There's 
another day coming when God’s gonna gather all the nations in the Valley of Decision. The sun 
will be darkened, the moon will be darkened, the stars will no longer shine. The Lord will roar 
from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem. The earth and the heavens will tremble, but the Lord will 
be a refuge for his people, a stronghold for the people of Israel.” 

You and I don't have to fear; we’re God's kids. But the world needs to know that there is a better 
way. The world needs to know that they can come to God and be forgiven. The world needs to 
know that there is a way that is right and a way that’s wrong. God's asking us to be the people 
to proclaim it.  

In Peter's day he understood his role. That’s why in 2 Peter 3 verse 3: 

Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as 
reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. 2 I want you to recall the words 
spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior 
through your apostles. 
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3 Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and 
following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? 
Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of 
creation.” 5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came 
into being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6 By these waters also 
the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same word the present 
heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and 
destruction of the ungodly. 

8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; 
the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. 

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? 
You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed 
its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the 
elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward 
to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 

14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be 
found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.  

Joel 2:12-13: 

“Even now,” declares the LORD, 
    “return to me with all your heart, 
    with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 

13 Rend your heart 
    and not your garments. 
Return to the LORD your God, 
    for he is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, 
    and he relents from sending calamity. 

Thank you, God, that we don't have to worry as Christians. We will find your grace sufficient, but 
we are going to be held accountable for how faithfully we have discharged this duty of being 
your prophetic church in the world today, whether or not we have truly grieved over our sin and 
repented of it, whether we're living with a rend heart and not just rend garments, whether we are 
sincere and genuine in our devotion and seeking after you so that through us you can use us as 
a people through whom you can speak to impact the world.  

There are people all around us, God, who are not seeing the days for what they are. Our eyes 
are being opened. Whether you're coming today or a thousand years from today does not 
change how we are to live: ready, drawing near to God, returning to him.  
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Lord, as we sing this closing song let it a prayer, a reminder of our commitment. Thank you for 
the many people in this church who are living as a prophetic voice of God in the world today. 
May our number increase and may you be pleased to pour out your Spirit upon us and we'll 
thank you. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


