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Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning 
into this week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I 
hope it will be a great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to 
strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement 
for your weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church 
in your community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and 
teachers who can speak into your life. We also realize that around the world there are places 
where there is no local church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great 
encouragement to you and anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and 
to share with in this message. Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it 
will be a great blessing in your life. 

If you have your Bibles, I'd like you to turn with me to Amos in the Old Testament. We’re gonna 
be looking at this prophet who was called to a very difficult task of proclaiming God's word to the 
northern kingdom. 

Now, imagine for a moment you are living in a quiet, rural village, a village of Tekoa about 10 to 
12 miles south of Jerusalem. You’re a shepherd there in the tranquil setting and you are also a 
farmer. You raise figs that you harvest and sell. On a good day from your village, which is in the 
mountains there south of Jerusalem, on a clear day you can look and you can see Jerusalem 
way off in the distance, and you can see the hill called the Mount of Olives to the east. It's a 
beautiful location. Life is good.  

Then all of a sudden God comes and says to you, “I want you to raise up from where you 
are. I want you to leave your flock and your farm, and I want you to go north to the 
northern kingdom. I want you to proclaim a message for me to King Jeroboam II to his 
high priest Amaziah, and I want you to also be able to proclaim my word across a nation 
that is dying. They think they're alive, but they’re dead. They have asked the prophets to 
leave. They are very religious and don't sense their need. They have wealth and power. 
They have everything they think they want, but they have nothing and they’re dying. I 
want you to go and tell them they need to turn back to me. Hosea is already there 
preaching. I want you to go and join him. I want you to speak whatever I put in your 
mouth.” 

If I'm Amos I'm thinking, You sure you got the right guy? But that's exactly what he did with 
boldness and integrity. As Amos’ prophecy unfolds, we are reminded that in the midst of this call 
to repentance with impending judgment, there is an offer of life. God is a good God, and he's 
offering life to those who will believe him. This is the way Amos begins his prophecy in Amos 
Chapter 1 verse 1: 

The words of Amos, one of the shepherds of Tekoa— 

A very humble man apparently 
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the vision he saw concerning Israel two years before the earthquake, when Uzziah was 
king of Judah and Jeroboam son of Jehoash was king of Israel. 

2 He said: 

“The LORD roars from Zion 
    and thunders from Jerusalem; 
the pastures of the shepherds dry up, 
    and the top of Carmel withers.” 

When you get to the heart of his message in Chapter 5, this is what you read in verse 1: 

 Hear this word, Israel, this lament I take up concerning you: 

2 “Fallen is Virgin Israel, 
    never to rise again, 
deserted in her own land, 
    with no one to lift her up.” 

3 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to Israel: 

“Your city that marches out a thousand strong 
    will have only a hundred left; 
your town that marches out a hundred strong 
    will have only ten left.” 

4 This is what the LORD says to Israel: 

“Seek me and live; 
5     do not seek Bethel, 
do not go to Gilgal, 
    do not journey to Beersheba. 
For Gilgal will surely go into exile, 
    and Bethel will be reduced to nothing.” 
6 Seek the LORD and live, 
    or he will sweep through the tribes of Joseph like a fire; 
it will devour them, 
    and Bethel will have no one to quench it. 

7 There are those who turn justice into bitterness 
    and cast righteousness to the ground. 

8 He who made the Pleiades and Orion, 
    who turns midnight into dawn 
    and darkens day into night, 
who calls for the waters of the sea 
    and pours them out over the face of the land— 
    the LORD is his name. 
9 With a blinding flash he destroys the stronghold 
    and brings the fortified city to ruin. 
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10 There are those who hate the one who upholds justice in court 
    and detest the one who tells the truth. 

11 You levy a straw tax on the poor 
    and impose a tax on their grain. 
Therefore, though you have built stone mansions, 
    you will not live in them; 
though you have planted lush vineyards, 
    you will not drink their wine. 
12 For I know how many are your offenses 
    and how great your sins. 

There are those who oppress the innocent and take bribes 
    and deprive the poor of justice in the courts. 
13 Therefore the prudent keep quiet in such times, 
    for the times are evil. 

14 Seek good, not evil, 
    that you may live. 
Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you, 
    just as you say he is. 
15 Hate evil, love good; 
    maintain justice in the courts. 
Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will have mercy 
    on the remnant of Joseph. 

Father, these words can seem so ancient and so old and so irrelevant. But they are life-giving 
words for a people like us and a nation like ours. We are so much like the nation of Israel it is 
scary. The parallels are numerous, a prosperous nation with a powerful military that thinks it is 
impenetrable and yet we do not realize that we have turned away from God. As Isaiah said, “We 
have forgotten.” But even in the midst of a judgment that is promised there is an offer of life. I 
pray today, God, that as your people we will rise up with a voice like Amos and a life like yours, 
and we will be your prophet to this generation as Amos was in his, and we will proclaim a 
message of life to all who will listen. Help us, God, to hear you today. May it be all of you we 
pray in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

In a Peanuts comic strip there is a conversation between Lucy and Charlie Brown. Lucy pulls 
out this chair and she says, “Life is like a deck chair. Some place it so they can see where 
they’re going. Some place it so they can see where they’ve been. Others place it so they can 
see where they are at present.” 

Charlie Brown in the next frame says, “I can't even get mine unfolded.”  

You know, there’s a lot of people who feel that way about their lives. Life isn’t unfolding for them 
the way they thought it would. Maybe life’s not unfolding for you the way you thought it would. 
It's not unfolding the way you hoped. It’s not even unfolding the way you planned. When life 
doesn’t go like we think it should, people can become disillusioned, discouraged, and even 
desperate to find a meaning to their lives, especially if they feel like it's fleeting away. They try to 
fill their lives with so many things to find meaning, but most often we come away unsatisfied 
because we’re looking in the wrong places. 

Years ago, for many of you who may be in your 50s or 60s or older, you will remember an 
actress by the name of Allie McGraw. She was a very famous actress at the time, in a lot of 
films. After her film career was pretty much over, she wrote an autobiography called Moving 
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Pictures. Here’s a girl that many thought had it all together and had everything the world could 
offer, and yet in her autobiography she writes about the hole we all carry in our hearts. 
Interesting. Here’s what she said, “Some seek to fill it with money, others with power, some with 
drugs or alcohol, but for me I've tried to fill the hole with broken relationships.”  

I think it was the French theologian Blaise Pasqual who first spoke of the God-shaped void that 
exists in every one of us that only God can fill. When we try to fill that hole with things, we 
always come away empty. What makes it even worse, if we claim to be followers of God or have 
relationship with him and we still try to fill that void with things other than God, we move further 
and further away from God and fall deeper and deeper into emptiness that many times we don't 
understand. And if we’re not careful, we can stop listening to his voice and even miss the 
meaning of life.  

That's what was happening in the northern kingdom in the days of the prophet Amos. Amos was 
called to declare God's truth to a nation that had lost its life. Amos was a shepherd and a fig 
farmer in the southern kingdom of Judah, but he was called to go to the northern kingdom to 
proclaim a message that people needed to turn to God and find his life before was too late, for 
judgment was coming. It was a similar message that Hosea was called to proclaim at the same 
time as these people thundered across the northern kingdom in the middle of the 8th century 
BC. 

Jeroboam II was King of Israel, and Amaziah was high priest. Wealth, luxury, arts, 
entertainment, sports abounded. They were the best of times since the days of Solomon, but 
Israel was corrupt and morally bankrupt, intellectually and spiritually misled. Theirs was a 
society that was crumbling from within, much like our own. People thought they were really 
living at the time. They were oblivious to the fact of the danger that they were in. They were 
morally decadent, abusive, and they were dying. 

Amos began his message in an unusual way in Chapter 1. He begins by proclaiming God's 
judgment of the nations surrounding Israel. Israelites must've loved it as he talks about Moab 
and Tyre and Philistia and the other regions that had been typical enemies of Israel for years. 
God proclaims judgment on their wickedness and Israel’s going, “Yeah, we’re liking this guy.” 
Then he keeps bringing it around geographically in a circle. You can follow his prophecy. Then 
he comes down to the south and hits on Judah, typically one of Israel's long southern hostile 
neighbors. When Amos proclaims judgment against his own people, the Israelites are thinking, 
“Wow, what a prophet.” Then God brought his laser beam of holiness right down on Israel with 
the prophet Amos and things began to change. In fact, in Amos 2 verse 6 Amos said: 

This is what the LORD says: 

“For three sins of Israel, 
    even for four, I will not relent. 
They sell the innocent for silver, 
    and the needy for a pair of sandals. 
7 They trample on the heads of the poor 
    as on the dust of the ground 
    and deny justice to the oppressed. 

You talk about rampant immorality, listen to this: 

Father and son use the same girl 

In the name of God  
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and then profane my holy name. 
8 They lie down beside every altar 
    on garments taken in pledge. 

They are stealing from the poor and lying down on these things while they claim to worship God. 

In the house of their god 
    they drink wine taken as fines. 

9 “Yet I destroyed the Amorites before them, 
    though they were tall as the cedars 
    and strong as the oaks. 
I destroyed their fruit above 
    and their roots below. 
10 I brought you up out of Egypt 
    and led you forty years in the wilderness 
    to give you the land of the Amorites. 

11 “I also raised up prophets from among your children 
    and Nazirites  

People wholly committed to God 

I raised them up from among your youths. 
Is this not true, people of Israel?” 
declares the LORD. 
12 “But you made the Nazirites drink wine 

“You forced them to do what I commanded them not to.” 

    and commanded the prophets not to prophesy. 

13 “Now then, I will crush you 
    as a cart crushes when loaded with grain. 
14 The swift will not escape, 
    the strong will not muster their strength, 
    and the warrior will not save his life. 
15 The archer will not stand his ground, 
    the fleet-footed soldier will not get away, 
    and the horseman will not save his life. 
16 Even the bravest warriors 
    will flee naked on that day,” 
declares the LORD. 

“You think your military's gonna save you when God brings his judgment? There won't be a man 
standing when he's done. Judgment is coming,” Amos said, “and you need to turn to the Lord 
before it's too late.” So how did Israel's leaders respond to Amos’ message when it zoned in on 
them? Amos 7 verse 10: 

Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent a message to Jeroboam king of Israel: “Amos is 
raising a conspiracy against you in the very heart of Israel. The land cannot bear all his 
words. 11 For this is what Amos is saying: 
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“‘Jeroboam will die by the sword, 
    and Israel will surely go into exile, 
    away from their native land.’” 

12 Then Amaziah said to Amos, “Get out, you seer! Go back to the land of Judah. Earn 
your bread there and do your prophesying there. 13 Don’t prophesy anymore at Bethel, 
because this is the king’s sanctuary and the temple of the kingdom.” 

The high priest at the center of their religious worship, who is called to hear from God and to 
spare a nation and to stand in the gap hears the very word of God and what does he do? He 
throws Amos out. “We don’t like what you’re saying, so you ain’t welcome here.” Verse 14: 

14 Amos answered Amaziah, “I was neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet, but I was 
a shepherd, and I also took care of sycamore-fig trees. 15 But the LORD took me from 
tending the flock and said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’”  

God had a message for his people. God is life. His word is life, and when people reject God and 
his word they reject real life. When you reject God and his word you reject real life. That's why 
Israel was dying. That's why America is dying. So Amos was given the vision of God or holding 
a plumb line up to Israel. Amos 7 verse 7: 

This is what he showed me: The Lord was standing by a wall that had been built true to 
plumb, with a plumb line in his hand. 

Measuring how straight it is. 

 8 And the LORD asked me, “What do you see, Amos?” 

“A plumb line,” I replied. 

Then the Lord said, “Look, I am setting a plumb line among my people Israel; I will 
spare them no longer. 

9 “The high places of Isaac will be destroyed 
    and the sanctuaries of Israel will be ruined; 
    with my sword I will rise against the house of Jeroboam.” 

People, it’s no different for America. God's holding the plumb line of his righteousness up to 
measure our righteousness. He holds it up next to people, leaders, nations to measure our 
conduct and their lives by his holy standard. We are all falling short; we are all sinning. God is 
holding out his word to save us that we may find life. We either turn to God and find life or we 
continue in death and resulting judgment. That is the way it is. God sent Amos with a message 
of life, and he’s sending us, his church today, to be the prophet church in the world to proclaim 
his message of life to people who are dying because Amos tells us that those who really want to 
live or really want life will hear and believe God's word.  

What does God say is the key to real life? Real life, he said, “is found in seeking God and 
real life is found in seeking good.” Real life is found in seeking God. Amos 5 verse 4: 

4 This is what the LORD says to Israel: 



Page 7 of 14 

“Seek me and live; 
5     do not seek Bethel, 
do not go to Gilgal, 
    do not journey to Beersheba. 
For Gilgal will surely go into exile, 
    and Bethel will be reduced to nothing.” 
6 Seek the LORD and live, 
    or he will sweep through the tribes of Joseph like a fire; 
it will devour them, 
    and Bethel will have no one to quench it. 

7 There are those who turn justice into bitterness 
    and cast righteousness to the ground. 

Ken Tucker is a management consultant widely used by a wide variety of businesses and 
churches today. In his book Are You Fascinated he was telling the story about how people will 
go to certain great lengths to find what they really want. He was telling the story of Bill Adams, 
who was the CEO of a large hospital in Virginia, who received a frantic call one day from a 
woman who said, “My mother came into your hospital with her wedding ring, and now we can't 
find it. I want to make an appointment to discuss this with you.”  

At the meeting she explained that her mother had died a few days earlier as a result of cancer. 
With moist eyes she described how her father and mother had been married for 50 years and 
what a wonderful loving couple and caring parents they had been. Then she told Bill how the 
day before, her dad with tears in his eyes had said to her, “It would mean so much for me to be 
able to slip that ring back on her finger before we bury her, but now it's gone.”  

“So,” the woman continued, “I was hoping there was some way you could help me fulfill his 
dream of putting that ring back on my mother's finger. Is there anyone you can think of who may 
be able to help us find that ring?”  

Bill Adams was deeply moved by the woman story and her sad but calm manner, and he 
promised to do all he could to locate that ring. Here’s the CEO of a huge hospital in Virginia. “In 
my heart,” he said, “I yearned for a way to help them.” I left my office and stopped by the ward 
where the lady had spent her final days. The staff told me that the deceased had lost so much 
weight during the time she was there that they suspected her ring might have fallen off her 
finger so they had looked on the floor, underneath the bed, around the room, in the bathroom, 
they had searched everywhere they could think of but it was to no avail.  

I went back to my office disappointed, but I was restless and not ready to give up. I just had this 
strong sense that there was something more I could do. Then I got an idea. I went into the 
basement of the hospital and located the laundry chute. I climbed into the bin and tumbled and 
dug amidst the wet and soggy and filthy laundry. To my surprise I found the ring. I almost cried 
right there and then. I will never forget the look on that woman's face or on her father’s face 
when I handed them the ring the next day.” Ken Tucker goes on to share, “People will go to 
great lengths to seek something they really want to find.”  

How badly do you and I want to find life, real life the way God designed life to be? How badly do 
we want to find life? God said, “If you really want to find life, you will find it when you are 
truly seeking me.” That was the message God gave to Amos to deliver to Israel. Life is found 
in God, and to find life you must seek after God in Chapter 5 verse 4: 

4 This is what the LORD says to Israel: 



Page 8 of 14 

“Seek me and live; 
5     do not seek Bethel, 
do not go to Gilgal, 
    do not journey to Beersheba. 
For Gilgal will surely go into exile, 
    and Bethel will be reduced to nothing.” 
6 Seek the LORD and live, 
    or he will sweep through the tribes of Joseph like a fire; 

“Seek me,” the Lord said. To seek is to seek him with trust and confidence, to desire him more 
than all else. “To live,” is to experience the fullness of life that’s found in God alone. The 
northern kingdom and their leaders thought they were really living, but they were in fact quite 
dead. The economy was good. The borders were safe. Life was good for many people, 
especially those in leadership. They were spiritually active observing Jewish religious festivals, 
offering sacrifices, maintaining a full functioning priesthood. They thought they were doing 
everything and they had it all. They even made regular pilgrimages to their top religious centers. 
They made trips to Bethel where Jacob had worshiped. They went to Gilgal where Joshua had 
built an altar to the Lord. They went to Beersheba where Abraham had gone to meet with God. 
They said, “We’re gonna go to all these places. We’re gonna show our devotion. We’re gonna 
worship God in these high places.” But it was all pretense. They weren’t seeking. Verse 21: 

I hate, I despise your religious festivals; 
    your assemblies are a stench to me. 
22 Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
    I will not accept them. 
Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, 
    I will have no regard for them. 
23 Away with the noise of your songs! 
    I will not listen to the music of your harps. 

There’s a whole nation coming to worship God at their high places with an established 
priesthood. God sees it. He knows they're not seeking him. They're there for a whole variety of 
reasons, and he said, “Your worship is like a stench in my nostrils. Your worship is just 
noise in my ears.”  

Let me ask you this, Why did you come to church today? Why did I come? Am I coming to seek 
God and offer him the worship he alone deserves or have I come for another reason? Amos 5 
verse 4: 

4 This is what the LORD says to Israel: 

“Seek me and live; 
5     do not seek Bethel, 
do not go to Gilgal, 
    do not journey to Beersheba. 
For Gilgal will surely go into exile, 
    and Bethel will be reduced to nothing.” 

Don't be seeking the experience in these places. They're gonna be nothing. They are nothing. 

6 Seek the LORD and live, 
    or he will sweep through the tribes of Joseph like a fire 
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Many Christians and many churches have worship services every week, but are they really 
seeking God or something else? Chuck Colson, years ago in his book The Body wrote: 

Ask people what they look for in a church, and the #1 response is “fellowship.” Other 
answers range from “good sermons” to “the music program, youth activities for the kids” 
to “it makes me feel good.” People flit about in search of what suits their taste at the 
moment.  

Polls tell us that what these consumers are seeking. According to a USA Today survey 
of the 56% of Americans who attend church, 45% do so because “it's good for you.” 
Twenty-six percent cited peace of mind and spiritual well-being. Most people were not 
seeking for God; most appeared to be looking for that inner and more subjective kind of 
pay off from religion.  

If people approach God and worship as a consumer approaches which store they’re gonna 
shop to have their needs met, what happens to consumers when their needs aren’t met? They 
go shop a different store. So people flit from church to church to church to church not seeking 
God but seeking something else.  

Larry Crabb, a noted Christian counselor, said in “Christianity Today,” “Feeling better has 
become more important to us than finding God,” which is why so many people even in the 
church miss out on the life that's truly life.  

The apostle John, when he wrote to Christians in his day, minced no words about where life is 
found. It’s found in God and his son Jesus Christ. In 1 John 5 and verse 10, John said: 

Whoever believes in the Son of God accepts this testimony. Whoever does not believe 
God has made him out to be a liar, because they have not believed the testimony God 
has given about his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of 
God does not have life. 

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 
know that you have eternal life.  

That’s why the writer of Hebrews said in Hebrews 11 verse 6, “And without faith it is impossible 
to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who earnestly seek him.” Which is why Amos spoke as he did to a dying nation 
to turn to God and live. “You want life?” he said. “Then you seek God. Seek God and live.” Not 
only in seeking God do we find life, but real life is found in seeking good. Amos 5 verse 10: 

There are those who hate the one who upholds justice in court 
    and detest the one who tells the truth. 

11 You levy a straw tax on the poor 
    and impose a tax on their grain. 
Therefore, though you have built stone mansions, 
    you will not live in them; 
though you have planted lush vineyards, 
    you will not drink their wine. 
12 For I know how many are your offenses 
    and how great your sins. 
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There are those who oppress the innocent and take bribes 
    and deprive the poor of justice in the courts. 
13 Therefore the prudent keep quiet in such times, 
    for the times are evil. 

14 Seek good, not evil, 
    that you may live. 
Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you, 
    just as you say he is. 
15 Hate evil, love good; 
    maintain justice in the courts. 
Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will have mercy 
    on the remnant of Joseph. 

I was reading about a father, apparently a true story, who called home and his teenage son 
answered. “What are you doing, son?” 

“I’m just lying here in the living room watching television.” 

“Where’s your mom?” 

“She’s out painting the house.” 

Dad was upset with his son’s laziness, so he said, “Well, why don’t you get out there and help 
your mom?” 

“Well, I would,” said the boy, “but I can’t.” 

“Why not?” his dad says. 

“Because grandma is using the other brush.” 

You know, when you don’t want to do something, it's easy to find a reason not to do it. And 
when you don't want to do something for someone else, usually it’s because we’re focused on 
who? Me. And when people are focused on themselves, they don't usually live to give, they live 
to get. You ever notice that? So we do not give ourselves much to God, and we do not give 
ourselves to others if we are focused wholly on ourselves.  

In fact, people focused on themselves will not do good, they will use people for their good. “But 
people who really live have a focus on doing good for God and good for others,” Amos said. 
That was the message he was delivering to the Israelites. Amos called the people to seek good 
and live. Verse 14: 

14 Seek good, not evil, 
    that you may live. 
Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you, 
    just as you say he is. 
15 Hate evil, love good; 
    maintain justice in the courts. 
Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will have mercy 
    on the remnant of Joseph. 
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The word “good” that he used is the general term for good. You get the idea. But in this case it 
also relates especially to the character and conduct of a good God. We hear all the time, “God 
is good all the time.” It’s the idea of being good and doing good as God is good and does good. 
In other words, our lives become a reflection of the good character of God. That's what he's 
calling them to. The people of Israel claimed to be living as the people of God, but their conduct 
was a contradiction to that because it wasn’t good. In fact, their conduct demonstrated a life of 
evil. Verse 10: 

There are those who hate the one who upholds justice in court 
    and detest the one who tells the truth. 

Can you imagine the people of God detesting the truth?  Are you aware in America today, I'm 
sure you are, that there are churches who claim to be following Jesus Christ who would not 
allow me to come and preached from this Bible. They detest the one who tells the truth.  

11 You levy a straw tax on the poor 
    and impose a tax on their grain. 
Therefore, though you have built stone mansions, 
    you will not live in them; 
though you have planted lush vineyards, 
    you will not drink their wine. 

“You've corrupted the courts, you are putting heavy taxes on those who can least afford to pay 
it, and you're using it to serve yourself.”  

In fact, in Amos 4 it talked about their wives who lounge around all day like cows of Bashan 
demanding her husband, “Bring us more. Bring us more. Bring us more. Press these people 
harder. We need more.” And they’re doing it all in the name of God. But God sees all this and 
proclaims judgment because they aren’t good, they’re evil.  

If you really want to live and really want have God with you as you say he is, then seek good as 
God is good. Verse 14: 

14 Seek good, not evil, 
    that you may live. 
Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you, 
    just as you say he is. 
15 Hate evil, love good; 
    maintain justice in the courts. 
Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will have mercy 
    on the remnant of Joseph. 

Seek good as God is good. People, you and I are filled with Jesus Christ if we are Christians, 
and we are to be his visible presence in the world. We are his church. We are his prophets. Just 
as in Amos’ day, one of the ways that we demonstrate Christ’s presence in us is that we live a 
good life as God is good. That's what Jesus did powerfully.  

You remember the story of the rich young ruler in Mark 10? Here’s a guy that’s got it all. He has 
wealth. He has attendants. He has an entourage. He's got everything, but he's got nothing. In 
fact, he is deeply aware that something's missing in his life, so he comes to Jesus looking for it. 
Mark 10 verse 17: 
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As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. 
“Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

“I got everything but I don’t have anything, so what am I missing and how do I get it?” Jesus’ 
answer is amazing: 

18 “Why do you call me good?”  

“What must I do, good teacher, to get eternal life?” 

18 “Why do you call me good?”  

 He’s using the word, “Why are you calling me good as God is good?” In fact he goes on to 
say: 

“No one is good—except God alone.”  

You hear what he’s telling him? “Have you seen something in me that everyone else is 
missing? Have you seen in me the goodness of God that no one else is seeing? Are you 
saying by calling me ‘good teacher’ that you see in me the very character of God? Do 
you know who I really am? Are you seeing who I am? I’m good as God is good, that’s 
why you’re coming to me? Is that what you see?” 

People, that’s the good that God wants revealed in our lives. Can you imagine someone coming 
up to me or anyone and saying, “Good Christian, what must I do to inherit eternal life because I 
don't have what you have. There’s something in you that I see that's different from the people 
around me. There is a goodness in you that makes me think God is in you.”  

We were saved by God to do these kinds of good works. You remember in Ephesians 2 
verse 8: 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance 
for us to do. 

We aren’t saved by good works. The good works in our life are the evidence that Christ is really 
there. It's part of the fruit of the Spirit, you remember? Goodness. God produces that. When we 
live a life seeking the goodness of God to be displayed in our lives, others see God in us and he 
is glorified. That's what Peter taught people to live. 1 Peter 2 verse 11: 

Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which 
war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they 
accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day 
he visits us. 

Someone once wrote, “What is the meaning of life? Is it how long we live, how famous we 
become, or how rich we are at retirement?” Jesus says that the measure of life is in our service, 
the good we do for others. Out of this spirit has come every Christian college, school, 
orphanage, beneficent work in the world.  
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George W. Truett, the great Baptist preacher, once said: 

It’s not the talents one has that makes them great however many and brilliant they may 
be. It’s not the vast amount of study that gives mental enrichment to the mind and life. It 
is not in shining social qualities. It's not the large accumulation of wealth that secures 
peace and honor. In none of these measured by God's standards does greatness reside. 
True greatness consists in the use of all the talents one has in unselfish ministry to 
others. It's doing good. 

 Amos told the people, “You want to really live? It’s not gonna be found in serving yourself and 
using people. It will be found in seeking God and seeking good.” Chapter 5, verse 14: 

Seek good, not evil, 
    that you may live. 
Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you, 
    just as you say he is. 

Well, Israel didn’t respond to God's word, and eventually they got what they wanted. They got 
life without him. They got death. Amos’ message to Amaziah the high priest couldn’t have been 
clearer. Amos 7 verse 16: 

Now then, hear the word of the LORD. You say, 

“Do not prophesy against Israel, 
    and stop preaching against the descendants of Isaac.” 

17 Therefore this is what the LORD says: 

“Your wife will become a prostitute in the city, 

“The devastation of the judgment that’s coming will be so complete that your wife, the 
wife of the high priest, will be forced to prostitution to be able to put food on her table.” 

and your sons and daughters will fall by the sword. 
Your land will be measured and divided up, 
    and you yourself will die in a pagan country. 
And Israel will surely go into exile, 
    away from their native land.” 

Amos said, “Later it will be beyond Damascus.” When he made this prophecy, Assyria hadn’t 
even risen to be a regional power yet. All God showed him was they’re gonna go into exile, and 
Amos proclaimed it faithfully. Assyria came to power some 30 years later, swept across Israel in 
a mighty judgment of God, and devastated the land, killed the leaders, tore down their altars, 
carried the people off to captivity just as Amos had said. 

So what happens when people don't listen to the word of God? Amos 8 verse 11: 

“The days are coming,” declares the Sovereign LORD, 
    “when I will send a famine through the land— 
not a famine of food or a thirst for water, 
    but a famine of hearing the words of the LORD. 
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“You don’t want to listen to God? You don’t want to use my word? Then there will come 
a time when I’m going to take it away.” 
I remember being at an event where my roommate and some of his fellow team members of the 
Seahawks were speaking in a town north of Seattle. I went along. Obviously I’m not on the 
program, so I was just hanging out, getting the free food, and waiting for my roommate. 
Standing out on the porch of this center this guy came up. I didn't see him at the event. I didn't 
see him after the event. I don’t know if this guy was an angel or what. He didn’t know me from 
anybody.  He simply came up to me. He looked at me. I didn’t even know God was calling me to 
the ministry at this point. He pointed at me and he said, “Young man, hide God's word in your 
heart. You may not always have your Bible.” Then he left and I never saw him again. I never 
forgot what he told me. 

Amos said, “There’s coming a famine to hear the word of the Lord amongst the people who 
have heard it and refuse to obey it. People, that famine has not yet come. You and I are free to 
proclaim God's message, and we're called to do it just like Amos did. We are to be the prophet’s 
voice today to a world to tell them that where they're headed is not good and judgment is 
coming, but God loves them and God is good. If they really want to live they need to seek God 
because that's where life is found, and they need to seek good because that's the good life God 
wants to live through them. So, no matter what we face by way of circumstances, no matter 
what our trials, diseases we carry, hardships we face, or the blessings that are poured out on 
us, we will know that we are really living because we have God. We are living his goodness for 
a world to see God in us. And when we do that, we can be his prophetable church that are 
gonna help people who are dying to find the true meaning of life. 

Father, I want to thank you today for the challenge of this. I can't think of a more exciting time to 
be alive. Amos probably felt the same way. Amos was a shepherd and a fig farmer from to 
Tekoa. There is a country boy called to speak to kings and high priest and declare your word to 
a nation, and he did it faithfully.  

Lord, it doesn't matter in the end whether or not people listen. What matters is that we are 
obedient to do what you tell us to do. We believe there is still a hope for our own nation, but the 
church has to rise up and be the prophets you called us to be. We have to seek God ourselves 
and find in you our joy and our life, and we have to be a church that lives good and hates evil, 
embracing sinners and hating sin. 

I want to thank you, God, for all the people here at Golden Hills who do that every day. You're 
using them to declare your word, and people are listening. May you continue to help us, God, as 
we learn to do it more and more and to be unashamed to proclaim your truth. We praise you, 
God, for Amos. May we be as faithful in our day as he was in his and we’ll thank you. In your 
precious name, Amen. 


