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Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning 
into this week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I 
hope it will be a great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to 
strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement 
for your weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church 
in your community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and 
teachers who can speak into your lives. We also realize that around the world there are places 
where there is no local church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great 
encouragement to you and anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and 
to share with in this message. Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it 
will be a great blessing in your life. 

If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to the book of Obadiah, 
the shortest book in the Old Testament. Obadiah was a prophet to Edom. Edom was a neighbor 
of Israel. Edom had borne a many centuries grudge against Israel, and it finally came out in the 
latter part of Israel's history. Obadiah was raised up to tell Edom what a mistake they had made 
by standing against Israel, and it also teaches us many lessons about the power of revenge.  

I was reading about a mom who was in her kitchen when she heard a bloodcurdling scream of 
pain from her seven-year-old son down the hall. She ran down the hall into a bedroom to find 
her two-year-old daughter had her hand in the back of her brother’s head yanking the hair, 
pulling his head back, and he can’t get it out. He’s in a lot of pain. She's ripping on the back of 
his head. The mother untangles the fingers and gets a little girl to let go. She says to her son, 
“Well, don’t take it out on your sister. Don't be angry. She doesn't know what that feels like.”  

So she heads back to the kitchen. She hears another scream from the little girl. She goes 
running back and the boy says, “Now she knows what it feels like.”  

You know, retaliation is something that all of us can fall prey to. In fact most of us probably 
have. Somebody wrongs us. Somebody says something about us that isn’t true, and our 
immediate response is, I want to get even. I want to set it right. I want to make them pay. I want 
them to feel when I'm feeling, and I'm fully justified to do so. But what we don't realize is that 
revenge like that sows the seeds of some pretty destructive behavior and not at all like Jesus 
Christ. 

Edom was as a nation who had harbored a bitterness against Israel for more than 15 centuries. 
It all came out, and it made Edom a very selfish, ugly nation, and God was about to judge them 
for it. He raised up Obadiah to remind them of the judgment that was coming to this proud and 
sinful nation. God said, “I’m gonna tear you down. You can’t do what you're doing to 
others and get away with this.” This is what Obadiah wrote in verse 1: 

 The vision of Obadiah. 

This is what the Sovereign LORD says about Edom— 
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We have heard a message from the LORD: 
    An envoy was sent to the nations to say, 
“Rise, let us go against her for battle”— 

2 “See, I will make you small among the nations; 
    you will be utterly despised. 
3 The pride of your heart has deceived you, 
    you who live in the clefts of the rocks 
    and make your home on the heights, 
you who say to yourself, 
    ‘Who can bring me down to the ground?’ 
4 Though you soar like the eagle 
    and make your nest among the stars, 
    from there I will bring you down,” 
declares the LORD. 
5 “If thieves came to you, 
    if robbers in the night— 
oh, what a disaster awaits you!— 
    would they not steal only as much as they wanted? 
If grape pickers came to you, 
    would they not leave a few grapes? 
6 But how Esau will be ransacked, 
    his hidden treasures pillaged! 
7 All your allies will force you to the border; 
    your friends will deceive and overpower you; 
those who eat your bread will set a trap for you, 
    but you will not detect it. 

8 “In that day,” declares the LORD, 
    “will I not destroy the wise men of Edom, 
    those of understanding in the mountains of Esau? 
9 Your warriors, Teman, will be terrified, 
    and everyone in Esau’s mountains 
    will be cut down in the slaughter. 
10 Because of the violence against your brother Jacob, 
    you will be covered with shame; 
    you will be destroyed forever. 
11 On that day you stood aloof 
    while strangers carried off his wealth 
and foreigners entered his gates 
    and cast lots for Jerusalem, 
    you were like one of them. 
12 You should not gloat over your brother 
    in the day of his misfortune, 
nor rejoice over the people of Judah 
    in the day of their destruction, 
nor boast so much 
    in the day of their trouble. 
13 You should not march through the gates of my people 
    in the day of their disaster, 
nor gloat over them in their calamity 
    in the day of their disaster, 
nor seize their wealth 
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    in the day of their disaster. 
14 You should not wait at the crossroads 
    to cut down their fugitives, 
nor hand over their survivors 
    in the day of their trouble. 

15 “The day of the LORD is near 
    for all nations. 
As you have done, it will be done to you; 
    your deeds will return upon your own head. 
16 Just as you drank on my holy hill, 
    so all the nations will drink continually; 
they will drink and drink 
    and be as if they had never been. 
17 But on Mount Zion will be deliverance; 
    it will be holy, 
    and Jacob will possess his inheritance. 
18 Jacob will be a fire 
    and Joseph a flame; 
Esau will be stubble, 
    and they will set him on fire and destroy him. 
There will be no survivors 
    from Esau.” 
The LORD has spoken. 

19 People from the Negev will occupy 
    the mountains of Esau, 
and people from the foothills will possess 
    the land of the Philistines. 
They will occupy the fields of Ephraim and Samaria, 
    and Benjamin will possess Gilead. 
20 This company of Israelite exiles who are in Canaan 
    will possess the land as far as Zarephath; 
the exiles from Jerusalem who are in Sepharad 
    will possess the towns of the Negev. 
21 Deliverers will go up on Mount Zion 
    to govern the mountains of Esau. 
    And the kingdom will be the LORD’s. 

Let’s pray for a moment.  

Lord, these 21 verses may be some of the most neglected in all of scripture. This is a very 
difficult book to unravel, but it is worth the effort. A very little-known man raised up for a very 
significant purpose, to preach to a little-known nation destroyed by God because of their hatred. 

Lord, there are many lessons that we can learn for our own lives, for the life of our church, even 
our own nation. I pray today, God, you will help us to learn those things. I commit this time to 
you and ask you to speak. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

A few years ago I came across an article from the Associated Press about a lady in London 
named Janine Brooks who was a dental student when a man ran into her car and drove away. 
Her damaged car resulted in considerable financial burden on her student income, but the man 
motorist neither apologized nor did anything to help.  
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Ten years later, Janine Brooks, the former student, is now a dentist and guess who came into 
her office to get a tooth pulled? This same guy. “He did not recognize her” the article said. She 
did recognize him. She told him it wouldn't hurt. She lied.  

Some people call it sweet revenge, but what actually seems sweet for the moment can have a 
devastating effect on people, churches, societies, even nations. Aren’t we all bit guilty? I know I 
am of the times I wanted to take revenge.  

Just this week in Antioch and the surrounding Bay Area, reading in the paper of a number of 
shootings, I found it very interesting that these shootings apparently were in retaliation for some 
wrong that apparently was done to them. It makes you wonder how many families, how many 
businesses, how many neighborhoods, how many churches, how many nations have been 
divided or destroyed by a vengeful spirit. But of all the feuds ever recorded, there are none that 
seem to be as far-reaching and devastating as the vengeance described by the prophet 
Obadiah. 

Obadiah was a prophet raised up to carry God's message of judgment to Edom. Little is known 
about Obadiah. His name means “servant of the Lord” or “servant of Jehovah.” In that role he 
faithfully discharged God's message to Edom. Edom was a neighboring country to Israel on the 
southeast border of Judah. Selah, or Petra as it was more commonly known, was their capitol. 

Edom was a rugged, mountainous land of red rock formation that stretched a hundred miles 
south from Judah to the Gulf of Akabah. It was also known as the land of Seir. It was the home 
of the descendents of Isaac’s son Esau. To understand the conflict between Edom and Israel 
you have to go all the way back to the conflict between Isaac’s two boys Esau and Jacob. 

Your remember Isaac had twin sons. Esau was the firstborn. His name means “hairy” or “red.” 
He was a rugged, hairy, outdoors kind of guy, and Isaac loved him. Jacob was born second 
grasping his brothers heal which is why they named him Jacob “he grasps the heel” or it is also 
a Hebrew idiom that means “he's a deceiver.” He was a fair skinned boy, kind of a stay-at-home 
momma’s kid, and Rebecca loved him. 

In Genesis 27 we learned that Isaac at this stage is old. He is declining in health. He’s nearly 
blind, and he’s about to die so he calls his son Esau in and says, “Esau, I want you to go out 
and hunt me some of that game you love to shoot. Bring it back, make a stew, let me eat of my 
favorite before I die, and I will bless you. I have a blessing for you.” 

Well, Rebecca overhears this and in the sovereignty of God she decides that Jacob is going to 
get that blessing, but she knows there’s no way unless they deceive Isaac. So she kills a goat, 
makes the stew, takes the goatskins and puts them on Jacob's hands and around his neck, and 
dresses him in Esau's clothes. Then she sends him in there with a bowl of stew, some wine, 
and some bread. “Take these to your father.” Genesis 27 it says in verse 22: 

Jacob went close to his father Isaac, who touched him and said, “The voice is the voice 
of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 He did not recognize him, for his 
hands were hairy like those of his brother Esau; so he proceeded to bless him. 24 “Are 
you really my son Esau?” he asked. 

“I am,” he replied. 

25 Then he said, “My son, bring me some of your game to eat, so that I may give you my 
blessing.” 

Jacob brought it to him and he ate; and he brought some wine and he drank. 26 Then his 
father Isaac said to him, “Come here, my son, and kiss me.” 
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You can tell Isaac’s still not quite sure how this is working. 

27 So he went to him and kissed him. When Isaac caught the smell of his clothes, he 
blessed him and said, 

“Ah, the smell of my son 
    is like the smell of a field 
    which the LORD has blessed. 

Here’s the blessing: 

28 May God give you heaven’s dew 
    and earth’s richness— 
    an abundance of grain and new wine. 

Remember, he’s blessing Israel thinking he’s blessing Edom. 

29 May nations serve you 
    and peoples bow down to you. 
Be lord over your brothers, 
    and may the sons of your mother bow down to you. 
May those who curse you be cursed 
    and those who bless you be blessed.” 

30 After Isaac finished blessing him, and Jacob had scarcely left his father’s presence, his 
brother Esau came in from hunting. 31 He too prepared some tasty food and brought it to 
his father. Then he said to him, “My father, please sit up and eat some of my game, so 
that you may give me your blessing.” 

32 His father Isaac asked him, “Who are you?” 

“I am your son,” he answered, “your firstborn, Esau.” 

33 Isaac trembled violently and said, “Who was it, then, that hunted game and brought it 
to me? I ate it just before you came and I blessed him—and indeed he will be blessed!” 

34 When Esau heard his father’s words, he burst out with a loud and bitter cry and said to 
his father, “Bless me—me too, my father!” 

35 But he said, “Your brother came deceitfully and took your blessing.” 

36 Esau said, “Isn’t he rightly named Jacob? This is the second time he has taken 
advantage of me: He took my birthright, and now he’s taken my blessing!” Then he 
asked, “Haven’t you reserved any blessing for me?” 

37 Isaac answered Esau, “I have made him lord over you and have made all his relatives 
his servants, and I have sustained him with grain and new wine. So what can I possibly 
do for you, my son?” 

38 Esau said to his father, “Do you have only one blessing, my father? Bless me too, my 
father!” Then Esau wept aloud. 
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39 His father Isaac answered him, 

“Your dwelling will be 
    away from the earth’s richness, 
    away from the dew of heaven above. 
40 You will live by the sword 
    and you will serve your brother. 
But when you grow restless, 
    you will throw his yoke 
    from off your neck.” 

41 Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. 
He said to himself, “The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my 
brother Jacob.” 

Even though Jacob and Esau eventually made amends to a certain degree later, the seed of 
revenge had been sown in those families. Over the next 15 centuries or so, the descendents of 
Esau, or the Edomites, and the descendents of Jacob, the Israelites, warred against each other. 
In fact on at least six specific times in Israel's history, from the time of their Exodus in Egypt until 
their fall to the Babylonian conquest, the Edomites sought to increase Israel struggles and to 
gain the upper hand whenever they could. By the time of Obadiah in the 6th century BC, the 
Edomites so hated the Israelites that when Babylon came to invade, the Edomites stood with 
Babylon to destroy their own brothers. Many of the Israelites who were fleeing the Babylonian 
conquest to find some refuge amongst their brother Edomites, the Edomites captured the 
fleeing Israelites and either killed themselves or turned them over to the Babylonian hoards. 
They were seeking to settle the score of what Jacob had done to Esau. They were seeking 
revenge.  

God saw their vengeful spirit and sent Obadiah to confront them with the evil they carried out 
against Israel. In verses 11 through 14 you can read there as we just did all the ways they 
gloated and took advantage of the situation to destroy their brothers. The Israelites in captivity in 
Babylon remembered what the Edomites had done. In fact, in Psalm 137 verse 7, what’s called 
the Psalm of the Captives who were in Babylon, remembered what Edom had done, and they 
cried out to the Lord. Psalm 137 verse 7: 

Remember, LORD, what the Edomites did 
    on the day Jerusalem fell. 

Could you imagine? The Edomites are standing there saying: 

“Tear it down,” they cried, 
    “tear it down to its foundations!” 

The Israelites were crying out to God, “Remember what the Edomites did. Don't let them get 
away with that.” And God remembered. Now he was gonna bring that vengeance back on them. 
Verse 15: 

15 “The day of the LORD is near 
    for all nations. 
As you have done, it will be done to you; 
    your deeds will return upon your own head. 
16 Just as you drank on my holy hill, 
    so all the nations will drink continually; 
they will drink and drink 
    and be as if they had never been. 
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Powerful words literally fulfilled. No nation wants to be found rejoicing over Israel's hardships. If 
America does not stand with Israel, I fear America will not stand. On a very personal level, one 
of the great lessons of Obadiah is the need to understand the destructive power of revenge 
because people or nations who seek revenge end up sowing the seeds of their own destruction. 

What are the seeds that revenge sows? Deceptive pride and spiritual blindness. A spirit of 
revenge sows the seed of deceptive pride. Obadiah verse 3: 

3“The pride of your heart has deceived you, 
    you who live in the clefts of the rocks 
    and make your home on the heights, 
you who say to yourself, 
    ‘Who can bring me down to the ground?’ 
4 Though you soar like the eagle 
    and make your nest among the stars, 
    from there I will bring you down,” 
declares the LORD. 
5 “If thieves came to you, 
    if robbers in the night— 
oh, what a disaster awaits you!— 
    would they not steal only as much as they wanted? 
If grape pickers came to you, 
    would they not leave a few grapes? 
6 But how Esau will be ransacked, 
    his hidden treasures pillaged! 
7 All your allies will force you to the border; 
    your friends will deceive and overpower you; 
those who eat your bread will set a trap for you, 
    but you will not detect it. 

8 “In that day,” declares the LORD, 
    “will I not destroy the wise men of Edom, 
    those of understanding in the mountains of Esau? 
9 Your warriors, Teman, will be terrified, 
    and everyone in Esau’s mountains 
    will be cut down in the slaughter. 
10 Because of the violence against your brother Jacob, 
    you will be covered with shame; 
    you will be destroyed forever. 

You would probably have to be a real boxing fan from the 1980s to remember this guy, a  
heavyweight boxer named James Quick Tillis. He was a cowboy from Oklahoma. He fought in 
Chicago in the early 80s; made a bit of a name for himself. I was reading an article where he 
described the first day he came out of little old Tulsa to the big Windy City of Chicago. He said: 

I got off the bus with two cardboard suitcases under my arm in downtown Chicago. I 
stopped in front of the Sears Tower. I put my suitcases down. I looked up at the tower 
and I said to myself, “I’m gonna conquer you, Chicago.” I looked down and my suitcases 
were gone. 

He realized he wasn’t in Tulsa anymore! You know we can make all kinds of boasts, but we are 
a lot more vulnerable to pride’s deceptions than we think. It can pump us up to think that we are 
invincible and, therefore, secure when in reality our pride is actually the beginning of our 
downfall.  
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Pride deceives us into thinking we don't need God and that we can get away with anything. It's 
pride that causes people to say, “I don’t need to listen to God. I don’t need to believe his word. I 
don't need to obey his word. I don't need to do what God says. I don't need to act on what I just 
heard. I can do it my own way.”  

That’s what was happening to the Edomites. The Edomites were a proud and self-assured 
people who lost sight of their own vulnerability. Obadiah said in verse 3: 

The pride of your heart has deceived you, 
    you who live in the clefts of the rocks 
    and make your home on the heights, 
you who say to yourself, 
    ‘Who can bring me down to the ground?’ 
4 Though you soar like the eagle 
    and make your nest among the stars, 
    from there I will bring you down,” 
declares the LORD. 

Edom is a Hebrew word meaning “hairy” or “red,” which is a good description of their land. 
Edom is a foreboding range of high, red, sandstone cliffs. Their capitol of Petra was situated 
behind high walls of stone with a tiny narrow entrance. If you've ever seen the Indiana Jones 
movie “The Last Crusade” you've seen the entrance to Petra. It was filmed there, a powerful 
fortress. 

The Edomites prided themselves and their apparent invincibility. They had built their homes in 
the cliffs high off the ground, so not only was it hard to get in there, they were hard to reach. 
“Though you soar like the eagle and make your nest among the stars,” God said, “I’m 
gonna get you.” 

The Edomites also prided themselves in their fortresses, their armies, their strong friends, their 
allies, and in their wisdom. They were noted for their wise men, their learning, and their 
education. You remember in the book of Job, Job's three miserable comforters? Eliphaz was 
one of the wise men of Teman. Eliphaz was an Edomite from one of their schools of learning. 
They didn't need faith in God. They had wisdom. Verse 8: 

“In that day,” declares the LORD, 
    “will I not destroy the wise men of Edom, 
    those of understanding in the mountains of Esau? 

“You keep living by their kind of wisdom, and this is what you're gonna get.”  

Verse 9: 

Your warriors, Teman, will be terrified, 
    and everyone in Esau’s mountains 
    will be cut down in the slaughter. 

“They won’t be able to hide anywhere, and your army’s not gonna stop this.” 
10 Because of the violence against your brother Jacob, 
    you will be covered with shame; 
    you will be destroyed forever. 

Their pride brought them down. Today there’s no more Edom. Their land is a desolate 
wasteland. They are far from the dew of heaven just like Isaac said. Petra, their capitol is just an 
ancient tourist attraction. Five years after Jerusalem's fall, which Edom celebrated, the 
Babylonians who the Edomites thought they had allied with to overthrow Israel, the Babylonians 
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turned on Edom and began a long decline that finally led to their destruction in 70 AD when 
Roman General Titus came through and destroyed them.  

Obadiah's words were literally fulfilled. The nation and city became a desolation, just as Ezekiel 
had predicted. It has never been populated again, just as Jeremiah predicted in Chapter 49. It 
has become populated with wild animals and birds instead of people, just as Isaiah had 
predicted. And it is no more a nation, just as Obadiah had predicted.  

People and nations do well to listen and to obey the word of God because God's word is always 
fulfilled. It always has been. It always will be. There are powerful lessons in this for all of us. A 
vengeful spirit is an evil luxury we cannot afford. Unforgiveness, bitterness, grudges, slander, 
plotting evil of every kind is cultivated in the lives of those who seek revenge. In fact, revenge 
can make us more callous, more hateful, and more in need of help than the people who 
wronged us.  

People, do you delight when someone who has wronged you suffers? If you do, it says more 
about you than it does about them. God has called us to forgive. Now, that doesn't mean we 
never try to right wrongs. We don’t just lay down all the time and let people run over us, but we 
do not retaliate. Vengeance is out of keeping totally with the witness Christ wants to have in the 
world. Remember, you and I are his church, his body, his presence in the world. We are to 
confront sin with truth and love. When we do that, people are gonna hate us at times and they’re 
gonna hate the Christ they see in us. But remember, Christ lives in us now, and we are to 
respond to the world as he always did.  

How did he respond? Do you remember what Peter said in 1 Peter 2, verse 19 to a group of 
Christians who were suffering at the hands of their enemies for their testimony for Jesus. He 
said: 

For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because 
they are conscious of God. 

It’s commendable to do that. 
20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But 
if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 To this 
you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you 
should follow in his steps. 

What was his example? Verse 22: 

“He committed no sin, 
    and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

You think you’re undeserving of what people have done to you or said about you? Well, I got 
news for you, Jesus was perfect and you’re not. So what did the perfect one do when he was 
insulted? Look at this: 

23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made 
no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 

“Lord, you have a purpose in this, and I’m gonna trust you in it. I’m not going to take revenge.”  

You know, the Edomites could have benefitted a great deal if they had just simply stopped and 
asked the question, “Who am I angry at, and why am I angry?” It’s a good question for us. Has 
my anger deceived me into thinking that I'm better than those who have wronged me? Am I 
foolish enough to think that I am justified to take vengeance into my own hands? If I feel that 
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way then I need to turn this over to God. I need to forgive those who have wronged me, and I 
need to remove every chance for Satan to use this vengeful spirit to further deceive me and 
destroy me and everyone else my vengeance touches. Remember, the Lord said, “Vengeance 
is mine. I will repay.” 

Not only deceptive pride, but a spirit of revenge sows the seed of spiritual blindness. Obadiah 
said in verse 15: 

“The day of the LORD is near 
    for all nations. 
As you have done, it will be done to you; 
    your deeds will return upon your own head. 
16 Just as you drank on my holy hill, 
    so all the nations will drink continually; 
they will drink and drink 
    and be as if they had never been. 

I don't watch MTV. I don't know that I've ever seen it. I've read some things about it, and I'm not 
sure there's programs on there that I’d be interested in seeing a lot of. But I was reading a book 
once called The Vanishing Conscience by John MacArthur. In it he made mention of an MTV 
television program that was aired some years ago called “The Seven Deadly Sins.” Now, 
historically, the seven deadly sins are pride, covetousness, lust, anger, envy, gluttony, and sloth 
or laziness, and they’re all deadly. MacArthur said: 

But on MTV, however, the sins were portrayed as anything but deadly. Sound bites 
featuring celebrities, cartoon characters, excerpts from well-known movies, punk 
rockers, rappers, and interviews with people at the mall were all edited together to 
provide a running commentary on pop culture's attitude towards sin. Most of them 
described sin as a positive reality. It was good, not bad. 

“Pride is a sin?” Exclaimed singer Queen Latifah, “I wasn't aware of that.” Apparently not as she 
did a massive same-sex wedding at a recent awards show.  

Actress Kirstie Allie agreed, “I don't think pride is a sin, and I think some idiot made that up. 
Who made all this up?” 

A rocker from the old group Aerosmith stated, “Lust is what I live for.” That's a quote. “It's what I 
got into the band for, little girls in the front row.” On and on this insanity goes. 

Seven deadly sins, hardly. In fact, John MacArthur in his book said: 

Sin, it seems is not defined as a matter of fixed morality, but instead is wholly subjective. 
The individual’s own preferences determine the line between good and evil. The MTV 
program ends with an appeal for universal tolerance. The real danger of sin, according 
to MTV, is the damage it does to the human ego. One gets the clear idea that no sin is 
as evil as the killjoy attitude of those who think sin is offensive to a holy God. You see 
what they're saying? They show this program to air what? The problem is not the sin, the 
problem is people who think it’s sin. So if we can get rid of God and moral people, we 
wouldn’t be laboring under this useless conscience that sin is somehow wrong. That's 
the message. That’s our world. Make no mistake about it, people who advocate 
universal tolerance of sin are only displaying their spiritual blindness. It’s an ignorance 
that does not allow them to see the evil that’s destroying them.  

That’s what was happening in Edom. The Edomites saw nothing wrong with what they were 
doing to their brother Israelites. In fact, if you read back again through verses 11 through 16, 
you'll find out that they stood by as invaders ransacked Jerusalem hoping to profit from the 
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plunder. They gloated over Israel's misfortune and rejoiced as Judah was destroyed. They 
boasted of their superiority and marched through the gates in triumph to seize the wealth for 
themselves. They drank and feasted and celebrated on the temple mount that had just been 
pillaged and destroyed. They were a selfish, vindictive, proud, greedy, and heartless people. 
That’s what they had become who felt fully justified in their sinful behavior. Their desire for 
revenge blinded them to their own needs. Verse 15: 

“The day of the LORD is near 
    for all nations. 
As you have done, it will be done to you; 
    your deeds will return upon your own head. 
16 Just as you drank on my holy hill, 
    so all the nations will drink continually; 
they will drink and drink 
    and be as if they had never been. 
17 But on Mount Zion will be deliverance; 
    it will be holy, 
    and Jacob will possess his inheritance. 
18 Jacob will be a fire 
    and Joseph a flame; 
Esau will be stubble, 
    and they will set him on fire and destroy him. 
There will be no survivors 
    from Esau.” 
The LORD has spoken. 

Obadiah said, “You Edomites, you stood on the temple mount and you drank in 
celebration of Israel's destruction blinded to your own sin. Well, now I'm telling you, you 
and the nations with you are gonna drink another cup, and you’re gonna drink it and 
you’re gonna drink it and you’re gonna drink it until you are destroyed. You’re gonna 
drink the cup of my wrath, and it will be in the end as though you had never existed. You 
will be wiped from the face of the earth, and my people will be restored.” 

People, this should be a wake-up call to any nation who is living in spiritual blindness and 
ignorance that exalts its sin instead of humbly repenting. John MacArthur in that same book The 
Vanishing Conscience wrote: 

Evidence of serious moral decline is all around. Look at the tabloids lining the 
supermarket checkout stand. The headlines scream news of people's perversions, 
adultery, gluttony, extravagance, arrogant, selfishness, drunkenness, immorality, anger, 
and all kinds of vice. Worst of all, these vices are brandished almost like badges of 
honor. 

Have you ever noticed the T-shirts and bumper stickers lately? Some of the vilest, vulgarest 
language displayed openly proudly by these people who wear and post these things on their 
cars. McCarther said: 

People not ashamed of their sin. They are boasting about it. Our society is taking 
pleasure in its own wickedness. They go on televised talk shows just to glory in their own 
depravity. The audiences love it. God ultimately abandons such people to the 
devastating effects of their own sin. That's exactly what we’re seeing happening in our 
nation. It is also the record of human history, nation after nation being abandoned by 
God after they first abandoned him and became hopelessly enthralled with their own sin. 
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You remember what happened to the Roman Empire? Overrun by barbarian hordes. How could 
a nation become so weak? God gave them over to it. What was the first thing that God gave 
them over to? Well, listen to this, Romans 1 verse 21: 

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, 
but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they 
claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God 
for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. 

In any nation that has started to put God out of their consciousness, it is the beginning of God's 
judgment upon them. What is a sign that God's judgment is really beginning? He gives you over 
to the very sin you love to be destroyed by it. Romans 1 verse 24: 

Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for 
the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God 
for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is 
forever praised. Amen. 

When you see sexual immorality being paraded out openly and people embracing it, when you 
see people talking about Mother Earth and the environment is more important than the people 
themselves, you'll know that God has given them over to the beginning of judgment.  

26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged 
natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned 
natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men 
committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for 
their error. 

When you see homosexuality being accepted and portrayed as normal amongst any nation, you 
know that God has given them over to be destroyed by that judgment.  

28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so 
God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. 
29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. 
They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, 
God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey 
their parents; 

The whole breakdown of the family, the whole gang thing: 

31 they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although they know 
God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only 
continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them. 

They embrace it. They view it as right. People like you and me are the ones who are wrong. 
When you see that happen, your nation is in the throes of judgment. That’s what happened to 
Edom. Revenge blinded them to their own sin, and they didn't realize they were about to be 
destroyed. Galatians 6 verse 7 Paul wrote: 

Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 Whoever 
sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please 
the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 

God cannot be mocked. 



Page 13 of 14 

Some years ago I was reading an advertisement in a “Trade or Sale” section from a thing called 
“The Business Farmer News” from Scottsbluff, Nebraska. I know you're thinking, like, Where 
does this guy read this weird stuff? Anyway, in the “For Sale or Trade” section, this is all it said: 

Will trade one white wedding gown, size 16, never worn, for a 38 caliber revolver. 

Now, I don’t know if the wedding gown, never worn, and the need of a 38 caliber revolver are 
related, I don’t know. But that’s what the ad said. If they are related, somebody needs to get 
ahold of that girl and show where revenge like that leads! Deceptive pride, spiritual blindness, 
and a trail of destruction. That’s where it leads. People who seek revenge sow the seeds of their 
own destruction. That was the message Obadiah brought to Edom, “Your revenge has 
destroyed you. Blinded by pride and spiritual ignorance you sowed the seeds of your own 
destruction, and now it's come back on your own head.” 

People, you don't ever want that to be in your life. Revenge ends up destroying you, and it robs 
Christ of his chance to work in us and through us. We don't just lie down, we speak out. But we 
never retaliate, and we don't harbor anger and vengeance. 

God called us to be his prophetic voice as Obadiah was in his day. You remember the words of 
Romans 12 verse 17: 

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 
18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take 
revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to 
avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: 

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

In the closing verses, 19 to 21, no less than 6 times Obadiah reminds the Edomites, “Esau's 
gonna be destroyed. Your Edomites are gonna be gone, but God's people are gonna possess, 
God's people are gonna occupy” and they start naming places like the mountains of Esau, and 
the plains of the Philistines, and the fields of Ephraim and Samaria, and Benjamin will possess 
Gilead, and the company of Israelite exiles who are in Canaan will possess the land as far as 
Zarephath, and in the exiles from Jerusalem who are in Sepharad will possess the towns of the 
Negev, and deliverers will go up on Mount Zion to claim the mountains of Esau. 

What are they talking about? What Obadiah is describing is this: “Esau, you’re gonna be a 
waste, but God’s gonna restore his people.” In fact what Obadiah is describing is Israel is gonna 
return to the boundaries promised to Abraham, that’s what he is describing and to the land 
promised to the 12 tribes.  

You see, there is coming a day when Israel is gonna be restored and neither the Edomite 
revenge nor the Babylonian conquest or any attack by any nation will be able to keep God's 
promise from being fulfilled to Abraham. Jerusalem will once again be the center of God's rule 
on earth, and Jesus Christ himself will rule from there. “From that city,” Obadiah said, “the 
kingdom will be the Lord's.”  

Paul was right, those who trust in the Lord will never be disappointed. 

Father, I want to thank you for this reminder. Your word is always true. You are gonna fulfill your 
promises to Israel. You are gonna fulfill your promises to the Gentiles. You are gonna fulfill your 



Page 14 of 14 

promises to Abraham, and you are gonna be one God over one kingdom. That kingdom will be 
established on earth, and then one day the earth will be gone and your kingdom reign will go on 
forever and ever, and the kingdom will be the Lord's. 

God, will you help us to remember today that no matter what foe comes against us there's a 
sovereign plan of God in these things. We're to stand up for truth, never retaliate, and always 
look to the one from whom our help comes. Those who trust in the Lord will never be 
disappointed. We thank you. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


