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Remember Our Righteous 
Savior 

 
Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning 
into this week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I 
hope it will be a great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to 
strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement 
for your weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church 
in your community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and 
teachers who can speak into your lives. We also realize that around the world there are places 
where there is no local church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great 
encouragement to you and anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and 
to share with in this message. Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it 
will be a great blessing in your life. 

Well, today we have a wonderful opportunity. It's hard to believe that April's already here, and 
we get to begin this month at the table of communion. If you have your Bibles, I'd like you to turn 
with me if you would this morning to Jeremiah Chapter 23, an Old Testament prophet who saw 
600 years into the future and was used by God to proclaim the coming of the Messiah who 
would be our Savior our righteous Savior.  

Jeremiah had an incredibly difficult task. He was called to be one of the few who would preach 
out a message of righteousness in a world that didn’t want to hear it. He preached for more than 
30 years even though God had told him that the people will not listen, the kings will not listen, 
you’re gonna be persecuted for what you do, “but I want you to proclaim this message 
anyway because every word I proclaim to you will be fulfilled.” 

This is the way Jeremiah records part of that message about the coming of a righteous branch 
from the line of David who would be our Savior. Jeremiah 23 beginning in verse 1: 

“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my 
pasture!” declares the LORD. 2 Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says 
to the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have scattered my flock and 
driven them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment 
on you for the evil you have done,” declares the LORD. 3 “I myself will gather the 
remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and will 
bring them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in 
number. 4 I will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no 
longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares the LORD. 

5 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 
    “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 
a King who will reign wisely 
    and do what is just and right in the land. 
6 In his days Judah will be saved 
    and Israel will live in safety. 
This is the name by which he will be called: 
    The LORD Our Righteous Savior. 



Page 2 of 7 

Father, I want to thank you today for the privilege of standing before a table like this gathered 
with people we love and who love you and to be able to remember the greatest sacrifice ever 
given. But that sacrifice would mean nothing if you were not qualified to give it. Many others 
could've given their lives, but they would not have saved all of us from our sin. You are the 
righteous Savior. So today, Lord, as we gather at this table here in our campus in Antioch, I pray 
today, God, that you will meet us at these tables. We will remember you, and you will be lifted 
up, and we will know the assurance that's ours because we have put our trust in a righteous 
Savior. We thank you. In your precious name, Amen. 

If you’ve been following the news lately the saga of State Sen. Leland Yee is very unsettling. If 
you haven't been following, he’s the democrat state senator from San Mateo who is accused of 
corruption and illegally smuggling some of the most high powered weapons available into our 
state to be used out on the streets. He was doing this to sell these for profit. He is the third 
public official in the state legislature to be arrested for fraud or criminal activity in the last year.  

Such blatant criminal behavior from elected officials not only shakes the public trust, but it sows 
the seeds of a widespread corruption. The Scripture says that the people are the ones who 
suffer. Unrighteousness and depravity are not new, but it seems to be on the increase and that's 
not by accident. God has established three means of moral restraint for the good of any society, 
and all three of these are seriously in trouble in our own country.  

The first that God gave is conscience, the basic regulator of a sense of right and wrong that is to 
be programmed into our children at the earliest ages. It used to be taught in homes right and 
wrong. It used to be reinforced at school right and wrong, but now the lines have been totally 
blurred and as the Scriptures say, “There are times when right becomes wrong and wrong 
becomes right, and the basic conscience of a people becomes seared.”  

The other thing that God has given to restrain or keep a moral conscience in the people is a 
thing called civil government. The God-ordained institution of societal order established to 
create and enforce just laws with consistency and impartiality. When there is corruption in civil 
government, unrighteousness reigns and the people suffer.  

The third, behind conscience and civil government, is the church, the God-ordained body of 
Christ that is to preserve and transform people's lives by proclaiming the absolutes of God's 
word, modeling righteousness, and living out the power of Christ in the person of the Holy Spirit. 
Conscience, civil government, and the church. And when the church, the people, the body of 
Christ, is not living morally, is not living to proclaim the righteousness of Christ, is not holding to 
the absolutes of God, then the last restraining order that God has put to keep society in line has 
been lost. And when these three, conscience, civil government, and the church are restrained or 
absent, unrighteousness reigns.  

I love America, but I have to tell you my hope lies in another kingdom, an eternal kingdom ruled 
by a righteous king, a king that we remember today in communion.  You see, Jeremiah was a 
man who lived and longed for the coming of that kingdom. He was a prophet who lived and 
preached more than 600 years before the coming of Christ. He was 20 years old when he 
began his public ministry. He was considered the greatest spiritual personality in Israel at that 
time. Everyone knew him from kings to commoners.  

Though he was a gentle and somewhat timid man by nature, he was not afraid to expose the 
forces of evil in his day and to take a stand for righteousness. His ministry was carried out in a 
societal climate much like our own. Political, social, moral, and spiritual chaos and decay was 
prevailing. The glorious reforms that blessed the nation under King Hezekiah were quickly lost 
under the unrighteous rule of his son Manasseh. 
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Jeremiah was called by God to proclaim judgment and righteousness and the need to return to 
the Lord. He paid a great price for his faithfulness. For more than 30 years he was faithful to that 
message, but he suffered loneliness rejection, persecution, hardship, imprisonment, ridicule, but 
he stood for what was right in a world that only wanted what was wrong and he didn't waver.  

Through Jeremiah God confronted the leaders of Israel. He spent much of his ministry 
confronting King Zedekiah, who after the first wave of deportation to Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar 
set Zedekiah up as the new King of Israel. It's interesting that Zedekiah's name means “the Lord 
is my righteousness,” but he lived anything but that life. He was a selfish, wicked, ungodly man, 
and his corrupted leadership was leading an entire nation astray. The shepherds that Jeremiah 
refers to in Chapter 23 are the spiritual and civil leaders of Judah who are joining Zedekiah in 
that unrighteous. They were also the religious leaders of Judah who were doing what the king 
wanted rather than the righteous king, God, wanted. They were misleading the people and 
promoting sin and unrighteousness across the nation, so God said he would deal with it. In fact 
in Jeremiah 23 verse 1 he said: 

“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my 
pasture!” declares the LORD. 2 Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says 
to the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have scattered my flock and 
driven them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment 
on you for the evil you have done,” declares the LORD. 3 “I myself will gather the 
remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and will 
bring them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in 
number. 4 I will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no 
longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares the LORD. 

You see, God had grown sick and tired of the leaders who led the people astray, and he 
declared through Jeremiah there would be a new day, a new day for his people, a better day, a 
day that was coming where a righteous kingdom would be led by a righteous king, a king from 
David's line, a king who would reign wisely, a king who would do what was just and right in the 
land, a king who would bring safety and salvation, a king who would be called in the Hebrew 
“Jehovah Tsidkenu,” which means “this one will be the Lord our righteousness.”  

That's the Lord we remember today in communion. We’ve said many times that eating this meal 
will not make you a Christian. Eating this will not make you righteous. It will not get your sins 
forgiven or get you into heaven, but eating this meal reminds us again of the Lord who is our 
righteousness because communion reminds us that the righteousness of Jesus is the 
assurance of our salvation.  

Why does this righteousness assure us? Because it is the righteousness of Jesus that makes 
him the perfect Savior. Jeremiah said in Chapter 23 verse 5: 

5 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 
    “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 
a King who will reign wisely 
    and do what is just and right in the land. 
6 In his days Judah will be saved 
    and Israel will live in safety. 
This is the name by which he will be called: 
    The LORD Our Righteous Savior. 

It's only in Jesus that we find the qualifications that give us the assurance that if we trust him we 
will be really saved. 
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I was reading some time ago about a guy who walked into a lumberyard. In this article I was 
reading it said he asked for some 4 x 2’s. The clerk said, “You mean 2 x 4’s?” 

He said, “Just a moment, I'll check.” He went back to the car where his friends were waiting. 
They rolled down the windows. He had a short conversation with them. He returned he said, 
“Yeah, I'm sorry. I mean 2 x 4’s.” 

The merchant said, “Well, how long do you want them?” 

He said, “Well, just a minute, I’ll check.” He went back to the card, got some more information 
and chatted. He came back and he said, “We want them a long time. We’re building a house.” 

You know, when I read that thing I thought, Obviously, if this guy were building your house you 
wouldn’t give him a dime. You would have no confidence all because he doesn’t know what he’s 
doing. He’s not qualified. You know, if we wouldn't trust the building of our house to someone 
whose credentials we question, why would anyone entrust their soul to someone unless they 
knew with certainty that that trust is well placed, that the person in whom they gave their trust 
could actually save their soul? 

False religions abound. People entrust all kinds of false saviors. That’s why so many people are 
headed for a Christless eternity in hell because there is only one righteous Savior, and his name 
is Jesus. That's what the Scripture was saying. You remember in Acts Chapter 4 verse 12, 
“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by 
which we must be saved.”  

Today we are finding that Christians are becoming more and more less likely to speak up and 
declare that Jesus is the only way. We are being pressed into a world that wants us to be very 
syncretistic. We want to be very broadminded. It was no different in the days of Jeremiah. 

For centuries prior to Jeremiah's message, God had reminded the people in a meal that a 
righteous sacrifice was needed for sin before death and sin could be destroyed. It was called 
the Passover celebration. Instituted in Egypt, it was a time when the Israelites remember that by 
faith when they came under the blood of a spotless lamb, death would pass them over. It was 
God's doing through a sacrifice and a qualified sacrifice that would save them. It was the 
Passover.  

It's the Passover celebration that our communion is taken from. There are two primary elements 
to remind us of the righteousness of our sacrifice. One, was to be the spotless lamb, no defect; 
only the blood of a perfect sacrifice would do. That was in the Passover. In communion we have 
unleavened bread, no yeast, reminding us that our Savior, the Bread of Life, had no sin in him. 
He was spotless, the only one who ever was. He's the only one who could ever save us. The 
other is the blood, the blood of a spotless lamb that was poured out to make sacrifice for our sin.  

Because Jesus is the righteous Son of God who had no sin, he could offer himself for our sins 
so that we could live in his righteous. We have no righteousness of our own. We need his. First 
Peter 2 verse 24, “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins 
and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” When we by faith accept the 
death of Jesus as our own, he takes our sin. He imparts to us his righteousness. What an 
exchange! I don’t even have a category for a grace that would do this, but the perfect, spotless, 
eternal, Son of God was willing to take my sin on himself and give his righteousness to me. 
Amazing. That’s why the Scriptures says we are clothed with Christ. 

I tell you, man, when you live every day knowing you have his righteousness upon you and you 
are clothed with him, and now everywhere you go your behavior represents him, if you care 
anything about Jesus it changes the way you live. It changes the way you live. When we by faith 
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accept the death of Jesus as our own, he clothes us with his righteousness; therefore, we are 
declared righteous. 

That’s what Paul was writing in Romans 4, verse 4: 

Now when a man works, his wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. 
5 However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his 
faith is credited as righteousness. 6 David says the same thing when he speaks of the 
blessedness of the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works: 

7 “Blessed are they 
    whose transgressions are forgiven, 
    whose sins are covered. 
8 Blessed is the man 
    whose sin the Lord will never count against him.” 

Blessed indeed. Therefore, we are to seek to live in the righteousness that Christ has given us. 
That's why it says in Romans 6 verse 11: 

In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 
13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer 
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts 
of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin shall not be your master, 
because you are not under law, but under grace. 

Which prompted Paul to conclude in Romans 6 verse 17: 

But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obey 
the teaching to which you were entrusted. 18 You have been set free from sin and have 
become slaves to righteousness. 

Do you how good it feels to know that sin is no longer your master? I don't have to give into that 
stuff anymore. Now, I follow the Master of Righteousness. Romans 8 verse 12: 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, 
to live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by 
the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 
14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 For you did not 
receive a Spirit that makes you a slave again to fear; but you received the Spirit of 
sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit 
that we are God’s children.  

No wonder Paul who called himself “the chief of sinners” would say, “God made him who had no 
sin to be sin for us so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” Or in Romans 3 
verse 21: 

But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which 
the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus 
Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice 
of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to 
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins 
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committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the 
present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

God let all the sins go unpunished so that in Christ they would be paid for at the cross. There, 
the perfect Savior would pay for all sin for all time past, present, and future. Those who come to 
believe in him would be clothed in that righteousness. We cannot come to God on our own 
merits; we come in the righteousness of Christ imparted to us when we believe or we don't 
come at all.  

Max Lucado wrote an article in “The Christian Reader” some years ago called “The Back Door.” 
This is what he said: 

I make no claim to being a good golfer, but I love to play golf, watch golf, and on good 
nights I even dream golf. So when I was invited to attend the Masters Golf Tournament I 
was thrilled. A pass to the Masters is the golfer's Holy Grail. Mine came via pro golfer 
Scott Simpson. 

Off we went to Augusta National Country Club in Georgia where golf heritage hangs like 
moss from the trees. I was a kid in a candy store. It wasn't enough to see the course and 
walk the grounds, I wanted to see the locker room where the clubs of Ben Hogan and 
Paul Azinger are displayed, but they wouldn’t let me. A guard stopped me at the 
entrance.  

I showed him my pass, but he shook his head. I told him I knew Scott Simpson, but that 
didn’t matter. “Only caddies and players,” he explained. Well, he knew I wasn’t a player 
or a caddie. Caddies are required to wear white coveralls. My clothing was a dead 
giveaway, so I left knowing I had made it all the way to the door but was denied 
entrance.  

You can’t get into the clubhouse of Augusta National without the right credentials. You can't get 
in. You have to be wearing the white coveralls of the Masters Caddie. You can't get into heaven 
without the right credentials. You have to be wearing the covering of the Master’s 
righteousness. You have that today? Have you trusted Jesus Christ as your Savior? Do you 
believe that he and he alone is the sacrifice for your sins and that apart from him there is no 
salvation? We need a righteousness that we can’t earn. It's a righteousness that has to be 
granted. It is given to us to wear when we by faith put our full trust in Christ alone for our 
salvation. He is the Lord our Righteous Savior. Jeremiah said in verse 5: 

5 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 
    “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, (from David’s line) 
a King who will reign wisely 
    and do what is just and right in the land. 
6 In his days Judah will be saved 
    and Israel will live in safety. 
This is the name by which he will be called: 
    The LORD Our Righteous Savior. 

He’s the one we're remembering today in communion, the death of the one who is our righteous 
Savior. When we are clothed in his righteousness, we have the assurance that we will live 
forever with him. Peter put it like this in 2 Peter 1 verse 1: 

Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have 
received a faith as precious as ours: (that’s you and me) 
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2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus 
our Lord. 

3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our 
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has 
given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate 
in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 

Verse 10: 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and 
election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich 
welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Jeremiah was right: 

5 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 
    “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 
a King who will reign wisely 
    and do what is just and right in the land. 
6 In his days Judah will be saved 
    and Israel will live in safety. 
This is the name by which he will be called: 
    The LORD Our Righteous Savior. 

It was the Lord our Righteousness Jesus Christ who said that night, “This bread is my body, 
and this cup is my blood. It's given for you. Now, as often as you eat it,” he said, 
“remember me, the one who is your Righteous Savior.” 

Father it’s no wonder the Scripture says that the way to heaven is narrow. It is one person wide. 
We come through Jesus Christ or we don't come at all. If we have come through Jesus then we 
show our faith by how we live. We live in this righteousness.  

Lord, we are far from a perfect people. We still sin. But if we confess our sins, you are faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Thank you for saving 
us, for allowing us to know that you have all the credentials, all the qualifications, all the 
righteousness we will ever need. When we believed, you gave that righteousness to us so that 
now we stand before a holy God. Some day we shall see you, Father, face-to-face. We will not 
be turned away because we are dressed in the white-hot righteousness of our only Savior. 
Thank you for the time today to remember this. As we eat this bread and drink this cup, may you 
be honored and may we be changed and we'll thank you. In your precious name, Amen. 


