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Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning 
into this week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I 
hope it will be a great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to 
strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement 
for your weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church 
in your community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and 
teachers who can speak into your lives. We also realize that around the world there are places 
where there is no local church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great 
encouragement to you and anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and 
to share with in this message. Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it 
will be a great blessing in your life. 

You have your Bibles, I'd like you to turn with me if you would to Luke 19. This is Palm Sunday. 
We’re gonna be looking at Luke's account of the great triumphal entry of our King.  

It's one of the most amazing, memorable walks you will ever take: standing on the Mount of 
Olives, walking down that windy path into the city of Jerusalem to be what many believe was the 
same path that Jesus took on that triumphal entry Palm Sunday morning. When you stand on 
the Mount of Olives, overlooking the city of Jerusalem, it's a spectacular sight. It’s very moving 
to walk along that road, a very narrow road, and stop at groves of trees along the way, some 
over 2,000 years old. They may have been some of the very trees that Jesus and his disciples 
sat under when they spent nights on the Mount of Olives. To be able to stand in the place that 
many believe is the very place where, as Luke describes, “Jesus paused to weep over the city.” 
When you stand there and look over what he saw across the Kidron Valley over the top of the 
Garden of Gethsemane right into the city, you realize that Jesus was experiencing things on that 
Palm Sunday that nobody else was seeing. People were hailing him as King. The messianic 
fervor was high. They thought he was going to come in and thrashed the Romans and establish 
Israeli freedom, but he was coming on a very different mission. Most people missed it. 

While people were hailing him as King and laying their cloaks in the road and waving their palm 
branches as our kids have done, it was Jesus who saw the whole thing in a very different light. 
He was crying because he knew ultimately people were missing the significance of the day and 
ultimately would reject him. They were not recognizing the time of God's coming to them.  

Here's the way Luke records those moments for us in Luke 19 beginning in verse 28: 

After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he 
approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of 
his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, 
you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it 
here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 

32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they 
were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 
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34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 

35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he 
went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 

37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the 
whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles 
they had seen: 

38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 

40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 

41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, “If you, 
even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is 
hidden from your eyes. 43 The days will come upon you when your enemies will 
build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 
44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They 
will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of 
God’s coming to you.” 

Let’s pray together. 

Father, I'm so grateful for Palm Sunday, a day when the whole Christian church can set apart a 
day to remember that glorious Sunday morning when you came riding in on that donkey amidst 
the hails that you are King. Yet, Lord, you know that many did not recognize who was really 
coming. By the end of the week, some of those same voices were crying out for your crucifixion.  

There were so many things that were gonna befall the city and its people, the same things that 
befall any person, any family, any city, any nation, any church that does not recognize God's 
coming. So we are thankful on this Palm Sunday at the start of the most amazing week in 
human history that we have privileged to draw apart and to remember the triumphal entry of our 
King and all that it means to us today. And we'll thank you, Lord, for all that you show us. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.  

When Peter I was Emperor of Russia, he was a man of great energy and great ideas. He was a 
man that cared deeply about his people, so much so that he would often do things to help 
understand what it was like to be a subject in his kingdom. For example, shipbuilding was very 
important for parts of the Russian economy. He wanted to learn what was involved to be a 
shipbuilder, so we went away to foreign ports and hired on as a laborer in a ship building 
company where he wouldn't be recognized to be able to learn the shipbuilding trade from the 
ground up. When he went in the army, he refused a commission. In fact, he insisted on starting 
out as a private and earning his way all the way through to experience what was like to be a 
member of his army.  

Peter the Great, as he was also called, was also prone to doing very unannounced, unexpected 
things. One of the articles I was reading said that he went into a local village dressed as a 
pauper. He wanted to go door-to-door knocking on doors to meet the common people, 
unrecognized, to find out what would happen and what was it like to be a beggar in his kingdom. 
He went door-to-door-to-door and he said to his surprise not a single person recognized him, 
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and not only that, not a single person helped him. Door after door after door slammed in his face 
except one man who opened the door to him had no idea who he was, just a beggar. He invited 
him in, was kind to him, fed him, and took care of him, and the next day he left. Later that day, it 
said in this article I was reading that Peter the Great sent his royal coach to that man's house in 
that village and took that man in and offered them a life in the palace with him at Moscow 
because of the kindness he had shown him as a beggar.  

Could you imagine the backyard talk in that guy’s neighborhood after the royal coach pulls 
away? “Man, I had no idea that was the king. It was just a beggar knocking on my door like so 
many others. I turned him away. Had I only known it was the king I would have responded 
different, but I didn't recognize the king's coming. I didn’t know it was him.” 

You know there must've been a similar sentiment like that in Jerusalem 2,000 years ago when 
people realized they had missed the coming of their King because as many hailed Jesus as the 
King of Kings that day, by the end of the week most people were turning against him because 
he was not the king they were expecting. And there are many people today who are still not 
recognizing Jesus’ coming. 

This is Palm Sunday, the day we remember the triumphal entry of Jesus into the city of 
Jerusalem as the Messiah King. The King of Kings was riding into Jerusalem on his way to the 
cross, and this day would mark the beginning of the end, the last weekend of his earthly ministry 
and entering the last week of his public ministry. What a weekend it was. 

You remember, Jesus had been preaching and teaching around the Sea of Galilee about the 
kingdom of God, and the crowds were growing. He was on his way back to Jerusalem to keep 
the Passover and an eternally scheduled appointment on a cross for you and me, and also 
aware that his good friend, Lazarus, had died. He was on his way to Bethany.  

On his way back he enters a border village between Galilee and Samaria and he heals ten 
lepers. You remember that? Only one, a Samaritan despised by the Jews, recognizes who 
Jesus is. Comes back and pays homage to him, thanking him for his healing. You remember 
Jesus said to him, “You have seen who I am. Your faith has made you well.” 

As he's going on further he approaches Jericho and passes two blind beggars along the road. 
Remember, there’s crowds of people. These beggars are crying out to him. People are basically 
telling them “Shut up.” But they would have none of it. In fact, these two blind beggars, the most 
famous of one is called Bartimaeus the son of Timaeus, he’s the one who cries out apparently 
and declares what two blind men can see that the massive crowds were missing. You 
remember, the blind men yell out to him, “Jesus, son of David,” applying the messianic title to 
Jesus himself. “Jesus, son of David, have mercy on us.”  

Jesus said, “Your faith has healed you.” 

Those two blind men were given sight. They already had eyes of faith to see, and they joined 
the throng of people going along with Jesus up to Jerusalem. As he passes through Jericho he 
has another divine appointment schedule with a despised tax collector by the name of 
Zacchaeus. He invites Zacchaeus down from the tree. He had climbed up there to get a better 
view. “We’re gonna have dinner at your house tonight,” he said. So they went with 
Zacchaeus to his house surrounded by tax collectors and sinners. Zacchaeus takes truth and 
puts it together with faith and he calls Jesus “Lord.”  

Jesus says, “Salvation has come to this house today. For the Son of Man has come to 
seek and to save that which was lost.”  
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Then as they head on together up towards Jerusalem, the messianic fervor builds, and the 
mother of James and John sees that her opportunity to get her boys as Vice President and 
Secretary of State in the new kingdom is slipping away. So she comes and pulls Jesus aside 
before it's too late and says, “Jesus, can you let one of my boys sit at your left and the other to 
the right in your kingdom?”  

Jesus said, “You don't know what you are asking. You don't know what you're asking. 
Can you drink the cup I'm about to drink? The cup of God's wrath? The suffering I’m 
about to endure for this kingdom? Can you drink that cup?” 

Without even any idea what they were saying, “Yes, we can drink it.” And, boy, would they. 
They would suffer for the kingdom of God.  

But Jesus took the opportunity to teach them, “My kingdom is not like your earthly 
kingdoms. If you want to be great in this kingdom you must become a slave to 
everyone.” Then he comes to Bethany and raises Lazarus from the dead. The news of that 
sent a shockwave all the way down the Mount of Olives into Jerusalem. The crowd's 
anticipation was peaking. They were only two miles northeast of Jerusalem when that healing 
took place, that great resurrection. Talk of making Jesus king was racing through his disciples 
and the crowds. It got word all the way down into Jerusalem. The religious leaders realized their 
control was slipping away, and they began the hatch the plot to kill him.  

The next day, Sunday morning, Jesus sets off for Jerusalem to fulfill a day predicted by 
Zechariah the prophet more than 500 years before in Zechariah 9 verse 9: 

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! 
    Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, 
    righteous and victorious, 
lowly and riding on a donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

That was part of the problem. The King was coming on the foal of a donkey. It was not the 
Messiah they were expecting. They wanted a political military leader to overthrow Roman 
oppression, to be the long-awaited Messiah they thought would finally bring national freedom. 
But he came on a much greater mission, to provide deliverance from the greatest bondage of 
all: our slavery to sin. By the end of the week the crowds that hailed him as king began to call 
for his crucifixion. When Jesus, knowing of their rejection and knowing what that rejection of 
God brings, while the people were hailing him and celebrating, he's weeping. He pauses and he 
weeps over the city and said: 

“If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but 
now it is hidden from your eyes. 43 The days will come upon you when your 
enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in 
on every side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within 
your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not 
recognize the time of God’s coming to you.” 

People are perishing every day. Another Palm Sunday will come and go, and millions will still 
not recognize the time of God's coming to them. But it doesn't have to be that way because 
Jesus is still saving people who open their hearts to the triumphal entry of the King. What will 
happen when they do? Jesus said, “They will find peace with God and rescue from the 
coming judgment.”  
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People who open their hearts to Jesus find peace with God. Verse 41 Luke wrote: 

As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, “If you, even 
you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is 
hidden from your eyes. 

Some years ago at this time of year, then County Supervisor Tom Torlakson was having a 
countywide breakfast. He asked if I would come and say couple words and pray over the 
breakfast, which I was very honored to do. When I went there and it was time to pray, I got up 
and I just said, “You know, the world is looking for peace, especially this time of year. But that 
peace will not come until Jesus the Prince of Peace comes to reign in every heart and makes 
the ultimate peace between God and man.” After sharing something like that, I prayed for the 
breakfast.  

Afterwards, this very, very nice lady came up. She was kind of a new age, 60s, flower child, 
hippie kind of. If you don’t know what that is, Google it and you’ll get a picture of that it looks 
like. She’s very, very nice. I can't remember exactly her name, but she had a nickname. She 
introduced herself something like “Gentle Bird” or “Dancing Bear,” something like that. Very nice 
lady. Anyway, she came up and really locked on my thing about peace. I can’t do it like she did 
it, but she came up and she said to me, “Oh, brother, we are so one in this. The world needs 
peace, and you and I must strive together with tolerance and love to bring it.” 

I said, “Ma’am, I don't know if you exactly understood what I was saying. I said the world does 
need peace, but it isn’t gonna come by you and me bringing it. Mankind isn’t gonna achieve this 
peace. The kind of peace I’m describing is the peace that Jesus Christ the Prince of Peace will 
bring when he comes to establish his kingdom in every human heart.” When she left, I'm quite 
sure she didn’t get it. 

You see, the peace they needed in Jerusalem and the peace they need today is peace with 
God. Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a mission to offer his life as payment for sin and to heal the 
breach between God and man. The world is messed up because we are separated from God 
because of sin and have rejected his righteous rule over our lives. This is the world you get 
when King Jesus doesn't reign in the hearts of people.  

You see, that's why as a Christian it’s such a damning thing, and that's the right word to use, 
when Christians who claim to be a part of this King and this kingdom don't live in obedience to 
kingdom principles. When we don't live for God and yet claim to be a part of his kingdom, we 
bring a damning effect upon the whole thing because people who look to us to see the kingdom 
difference don’t see it. The whole rest of the world is living the way it does because it's not living 
under the righteous rule of Jesus. The church, you and I, are to live under that rule so they can 
see what it looks like. The kingdom is coming, and they need to see it in us. It’s what it looks 
like.  

In fact, when the world doesn't live under the righteous rule of Jesus, this is what you get. It’s 
what Paul took six passages from the Old Testament and used it in Romans 3 beginning in 
verse 10 to describe the Roman world as he sought. It’s pretty descriptive of today actually. 
Romans 3:10: 

As it is written: 

“There is no one righteous, not even one; 
11     there is no one who understands; 
    there is no one who seeks God. 
12 All have turned away, 
    they have together become worthless; 
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there is no one who does good, 
    not even one.” 
13 “Their throats are open graves; 
    their tongues practice deceit.” 
“The poison of vipers is on their lips.” 
14     “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.” 
15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
16     ruin and misery mark their ways, 
17 and the way of peace they do not know.” 

Why? 

18     “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

Consequently, we are dead in sin and separated from the life that God offers us. It’s why Paul 
said in Ephesians 2 verse 1: 

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live 
when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them 
at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. 
Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 

Where did that leave me? Where does that leave anyone without Jesus? Ephesians 2 verse 12: 

Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in 
Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in 
the world.  

That was me. That's anyone without Christ in their life and when they're not living under the 
righteous rule of the kingdom. Only by having our sin forgiven by accepting Jesus’ death in our 
place can reconciliation and peace with God be achieved. That's what Paul was talking about 
when he said in Romans 3 verse 22: 

This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by 
Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding 
of his blood—to be received by faith.  

It goes on to tell us what we looked at last week, that Jesus was crucified on the cross so that 
God could take all sins past, all sins present, all sins future and spike them to a cross and there 
justifying the payment and declaring people righteous who come under that sacrifice. 

That's why when you have let this triumphal King come into your heart and forgive you for your 
sins, you have peace with God. Romans 5 verse 1: 

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in 
which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we 
also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 
4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, 
because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who 
has been given to us. 
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6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person 
someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  
9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from 
God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to 
him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be 
saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.  

People, there is no greater joy, no greater blessing, no greater hope than to know that by the 
blood and sacrifice of Jesus Christ and allowing his entry into your heart the fullness and 
forgiveness that he brings that you are reconciled with God, you are right with God, you have 
peace with God, and you’re gonna be with God forever. There's no greater joy than that. No 
greater joy than that.  

Jesus rode into Jerusalem that day on a mission of peace, and most did not recognize that. The  
City of Peace, Jerusalem, had no peace and would continue to have no peace because though 
they claim to be God's people, they were in truth deeply estranged from God. How estranged 
were they? God came into their city that day, and they killed him. 

I have to ask myself the question, would I have done any better? Would I have recognized the 
time of God's coming to me? Have we recognized it now? Palm Sunday is a reminder that God 
has come to be our Savior on a mission of peace between God and man. 

Not only peace with God, but people who open their hearts to Jesus find rescue from the 
coming judgment. Verse 43, Luke wrote: 

The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment 
against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 44 They will dash you 
to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one 
stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to 
you.” 

You know, where I grew up in rural New England a bike became a real necessity to get around. 
The distances at times between places could be long, and bikes were almost a necessity. Not 
everybody though in our economic climate could always afford a bike, so we learned how to 
capitalize the transportation and get two or three guys on every bike. You could have them sit 
on the handlebars and one on the seat. You could have one guy standing in the back on the 
little nuts, you know, that stick out from the side of the thing. If you get your tennis shoes on 
there just right and hold on, you can get three guys on a bike along with your baseball bats, 
gloves, and everything else you had to carry.  

Now, there was a little warning up on the handlebars that said, “This is not a seat. Do not ride 
people on the handlebars,” you know.  

My mom always used to say to us, “You know, you boys are nuts to do that. It’s just a matter of 
time till somebody gets their foot caught in the spokes, and you're gonna go sailing through the 
air and get hurt. You shouldn't ride people on the handlebars like that.” We thought, Right, Mom, 
just another parental scare tactic trying to steal our fun. We know how this works. Parents are 
out to steal fun all the time. Didn’t you know that? 

Then one day it happened. I was at my cousin’s house. These guys we knew were coming 
whipping by on a bike and I mean whipping. There’s just two of them, a guy on the seat and a 
guy on the handlebars, and they were laughing. I still remember this. They come right in front of 
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my aunt’s house. I don’t know what happened, but the kid stuck his shoe down and got it stuck 
in the spoke. He jammed his foot against the frame and instantly stopped that bike, ripped his 
shoe off and sent those two launching through the air landing face first on the cement. I thought 
it killed them. It didn’t. Wrecked the bike, bent up the wheel, bent the frame, and they had skid 
marks that I’m sure they didn’t soon forget. I watched that whole thing. Do you think it stopped 
me from riding people on my handlebars? No. In fact I was doing it the same day. Now, why 
would we do that? Because no matter how we’ve been warned or what we see, we often don’t 
believe that the consequences we see and hear about are ever really gonna happen to us. Isn’t 
that true?  

Now, I don’t mean anything by this, so please don't take it personally, but it's why people still 
smoke when they know it's killing us, why people overeat and never exercise though they know 
it's hurting their health. It’s why people still text and drive. We are we are not living in a world 
lacking warnings. We do what we do because we honestly don't believe the consequences will 
really befall us. Otherwise, if you saw the end result, why would we do it? Who’s gonna ride on 
the handlebars when you know you're gonna get launched on the concrete? Nobody. But you 
don't think it's gonna happen. It's why people keep rejecting Jesus’ righteous rule in their lives. 
They don't really believe there's gonna be a consequence for that rejection. But there is.  

The people, led by their leaders, chose to reject the Son of God. In fact, they plotted from that 
day to kill him. By the end of the week he was crucified. We all know God’s sovereign plan was 
in it, but the people were complicit in this betrayal. So Jesus wept because he saw the judgment 
that was coming because they did not recognize the time of God's coming to them. 

What does judgment look like? Well, it’s different than we think. God's judgment usually begins 
by giving the people over to what they want. So if you want to reject God and you want more sin 
in your life, then God will give you over to that and you'll be destroyed with it.  

Remember last week I was referring to Romans 1, Paul was describing what was happening 
with the Roman world of that day. Romans 1 verse 18: 

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and 
wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 

What are they suppressing? 

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, 
but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

When God keeps pouring out blessing upon blessing and you keep attributing it to something 
else or your own means or you excluded him from your society, you are already setting yourself 
up for the judgment.  

22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human beings and birds and animals 
and reptiles. 

They are turning away from God and are they are turning more to---what? Worshiping nature 
and worshiping the environment and putting out crazy things like evolution, and people are 
buying it up. When you willfully go against the evidence, God will give you over to what you sow 
and give you over to the sin he craves. That's why it says in Romans 1 verse 24: 

Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for 
the degrading of their bodies with one another.  

Massive increase in sexual promiscuity in a nation is a sign of God's turning you over. Verse 26: 
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Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts.  

And he goes on to describe the shameful acts of women with women and men with men. He’s 
describing the perversion of homosexuality. God is clearly saying when you see this proliferating 
in a society, it’s a sign that he’s given you over to that judgment. It will destroy you. It will 
destroy the society. It’s destroyed every society in which it’s been developed and allowed. 
Verse 28: 

Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so 
God gave them over to a depraved mind. 

You don’t want God controlling your thinking? Then God will give you over to a mind controlled 
by all of these things: evil, wickedness, greed, depravity, murder, strife, deceit, malice, gossips, 
slanderers, and the list goes on. If you don’t want a mind controlled by God, you don’t want him 
in your schools, you don’t want him in your thinking? Then we’re gonna fill those minds with 
other things, and this is what you’re gonna be filled with.  Verse 32: 

Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve 
death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who 
practice them. 

We have awards programs to hand out awards to people who are the most decadent in our 
society. We approve of this behavior. God doesn't talk about judgment to scare anyone. He 
talks about it so we will understand what's at stake. It isn't just the immediate judgment of giving 
over, there is a final judgment when God says enough is enough and he calls an end to it all. 
That's what happens to Jerusalem. Luke 19, verse 43: 

The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment 
against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 44 They will dash you 
to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one 
stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to 
you.” 

That happened to the letter less than 40 years later. In 70 A.D. the Roman General Titus, in a 
chance to come for the Roman Empire and to crush all rebellion within the Empire, set its sights 
on the Holy Land. Titus came with the Roman forces and surrounded the city of Jerusalem. 
They built a siege ramp up to the top of the city walls, and for 143 days they closed off 
Jerusalem from the outside world. They were starving people inside and weakening them as 
they built this siege ramp.  

Can you imagine every day watching this ramp being built knowing what's coming and you don't 
have the strength to fight it off? When they came over that wall they destroyed the city, burned 
the temple, tore down the houses, killed people everywhere in the streets and all the 
surrounding areas and every place where they were fleeing. There was barely one stone left 
upon another. Historians tell us that they estimate that in Jerusalem and in the surrounding 
region, by the time they got through with the slaughter, 600,000 people lay dead. No wonder 
Jesus was weeping. He saw what was coming because they did not recognize the time of God's 
coming to them. 

Many today are living under the umbrella of that coming judgment because they don't have 
Christ in their life. Someday that ultimate judgment for God's rejection will come, even though 
many today reject it as foolishness. They will learn that God always keeps his word. Do you 
remember when Peter was writing to the people of his day? He wanted to make sure that they 
understood that the future judgment that he talked about and that God talked about and others 
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talked about was real. This is the word that many people laugh at today, scoff at, don't want you 
to hear, don't want you to believe. 2 Peter Chapter 3 verse 1: 

Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as 
reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. 2 I want you to recall the words 
spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior 
through your apostles. 

3 Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and 
following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? 
Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of 
creation.” 5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came 
into being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6 By these waters also 
the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 

I haven’t seen the movie “Noah.” I don’t know if I will. I’ve read some critical accounts of it. I’ve 
talked to people who have seen it. I’ve read the bylines of what the plot is and how they 
portrayed it. I can tell you, based on what I’ve read, this Noah movie bears no resemblance at 
all to the Biblical story. Stone giants and other things, I mean, what better way to convince 
people that the scriptures aren’t true than when most people’s only exposure to the story of 
Noah is what they’re seeing in this movie. No wonder people come away and say the Biblical 
accounts in Genesis are a myth. Anybody watching that would say, “It’s got to be. That’s 
ridiculous.” And what could possibly be behind any agenda to convince people that the story of 
God’s once judgment upon the earth is just a myth? Because if you can convince people that 
judgment is a myth and God is a myth, they will not in any way be prepared for the judgment 
that’s really coming. So, what did Peter say? Verse 7: 

By the same word (the same word that destroyed the earth the first time) the present 
heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and 
destruction of the ungodly. 

8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; 
the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid 
bare. 

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? 
You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed 
its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the 
elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward 
to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 

Jesus is coming again. His kingdom is coming. It already reigns in the hearts of those who have 
let the triumphal entry take place in their hearts, but the King is coming. He’s gonna come again 
to the Mount of Olives. He’s gonna come to Jerusalem, but he’s not gonna be riding a donkey 
this time. He’s gonna come on a white horse, not to bring peace but to make war, to destroy his 
enemies, and to establish his kingdom for all time. Revelation 19 verse 11: 
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I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is 
called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are like 
blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no 
one knows but he himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is 
the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and 
dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with 
which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads the 
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he 
has this name written: 

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

I’ll tell you, when Jesus comes the next time, nobody will miss who he is.  

I was reading about a lady who took her mom out for a drive. She said her mother was 
constantly bugging her to “Slow down. You’re speeding. Stop. Just slow it down. Stop. Stop. 
Stop. Slow down. You’re speeding.”  

She said, “I kept ignoring my mother and I kept speeding until a state trooper pulled me over.” 
He gave me a ticket. After my mom and I pulled away, I said to my mom, “You know, that was 
really unfair. That state trooper should have just given me a warning.” 

Her mom said, “Joan, I gave you the warning. He gave you the ticket.” 

You know, some day when Jesus comes, people will be standing there going, “Man, I didn’t 
know he was coming. I didn't know there was a God. I didn't know. I didn't know. I didn’t know. 
Why didn’t somebody warn me?” 

God said, “I gave you creation so you could know that my eternal power and divine 
nature are clearly seen. No one has an excuse. I gave you my word so you can know not 
only who I am, you can know my name. I gave you my Son so you can know our love for 
you is sacrifice and what we’ve done to save you. And I gave you the church to be in 
your world to proclaim my message to let you know my glory, but you didn't listen! You 
didn’t listen. I’ve come to you many times in many ways, but you didn't recognize God's 
coming to you.” 

People, the blessing of this Palm Sunday is it's not too late. The final judgment hasn’t come, 
and Jesus Christ is still saving people who are willing to open their hearts to the triumphal entry 
of the King. And when Christ comes to live in your heart, you'll know peace with God, you'll 
know what it means to be set free from any fear of a coming judgment because you belong to 
the King, and you're gonna live with him forever. That's Palm Sunday. 

Father, thank you for this day. Thank you, God, for the truth that sets us free. Thank you for a 
mercy that still extends to us this gracious offer, and thank you for the people who are still 
recognizing you by grace and through faith are letting the triumphal King come into their hearts. 

Lord, as we sing this closing song today, I pray that anyone here who has never trusted Jesus 
Christ, who has never opened their heart, that they will come forward, God, to our prayer room. 
They will know at any moment they can open their hearts to you and ask the King of Glory to 
come in to save them from their sin, to forgive them for their sins, and to give them the hope and 
assurance of eternal life.  

I pray today, God, for each of us who knows you that we today would have a day filled with joy 
as we remember we have recognized the time of God's coming to us. We have peace from God  
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and rescue from the coming judgment. Come quickly, Lord Jesus, your people are waiting. And 
in this time as we wait, may you help us to always lift up you as our King. We praise you. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 


