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May 4, 2014 
1 Corinthians 11:17-26 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Remember His Death 
 
Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning 
into this week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I 
hope it will be a great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to 
strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement 
for your weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church 
in your community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and 
teachers who can speak into your lives. We also realize that around the world there are places 
where there is no local church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great 
encouragement to you and anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and 
to share with in this message. Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it 
will be a great blessing in your life. 

If you have your Bibles, I'd like you to turn with me if you would to 1 Corinthians Chapter 11. 
We’re gonna be coming today to remember the death of Jesus. That's why we're here.  

You know, communion is one of those things that after a while we can forget its meaning or we 
can even take it a little bit for granted. It’s good for us to be able to come like this and to 
remember. It’s why Paul wrote to the church at Corinth to remind them of the meaning of this 
meal and that they were living out and remembering the death of Jesus every time they did it. 
This is the way he wrote to them about their observance of the Lord's Supper in 1 Corinthians 
11 verse 17: 

In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do more harm than 
good. 18 In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are 
divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it. 19 No doubt there have to be 
differences among you to show which of you have God’s approval. 20 So then, when you 
come together, it is not the Lord’s Supper you eat, 21 for when you are eating, some of 
you go ahead with your own private suppers. As a result, one person remains hungry 
and another gets drunk. 22 Don’t you have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you despise 
the church of God by humiliating those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall 
I praise you? Certainly not in this matter! 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the 
night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the 
same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you 
eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Father, this is a meal and a remembrance that means more to you than it will ever mean to us. 
As you meet us here at this table, there’s something you want to happen in this remembrance. 
It's hard for us to appreciate the life we have been given until we can remember the death you 
died. So thank you, God, that in the midst of this joyous remembrance we have a powerful and 
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solemn obligation honor the body, the blood, the death of Jesus Christ. May this remembrance 
today be a joy to you and transforming for us and we’ll thank you. In your precious name, Amen.  

Jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge is never advisable, but that has not stopped a lot of people 
from trying. In fact, over the years many have, but fewer than 1% have ever survived it. In 1988, 
Theresa Allen, who was a reporter for the Marin Independent Journal, wrote an article in that 
newspaper about one of the few men ever to survive. His name was Kenneth Baldwin. 

On a warm, clear, summer day in 1988, 28-year-old Kenneth Baldwin stood mid-span on 
the Golden Gate Bridge and said goodbye to the world. Weeping with joy at the decision 
to kill himself, he gripped the guardrail, vaulted over the bar, and plunged more than 240 
feet toward the frigid waters and what he believed would be certain death. “When I got 
on the bridge,” he said, “I believed I had made the right decision. I felt more happiness 
than I had experienced for months, but I panicked when I pushed off and saw my hands 
leave the guardrail.” No kidding. “I instantly knew I had made a big mistake, but there 
was nothing I could do but live through those agonizing seconds knowing I would be 
gone as soon as I hit the water.”  

But, Baldwin didn't die. Despite odds of 100:1 that he would survive the impact, Baldwin 
was not only alive and virtually unharmed, but he was treading water with renewed vigor 
for life. “I should have died,” he said, “but I didn’t, and today all I know is I'm thrilled to be 
alive. I feel almost blessed like I'm a chosen member of a very elite club.”  

I've never jumped off the Golden Gate Bridge, but I can tell you I feel a lot like Kenneth Baldwin 
does. Maybe you do too. How wonderful it feels to be alive when you know that in your sins you 
are quite dead and when you come to a table like this and you remember what Jesus has 
actually done for us, you have a feeling of knowing, I feel very blessed to be alive.  

“I feel like a chosen member of the very elite club,” he said. And while we all know that we’re not 
a part of any club, we’re a part of a kingdom, a family made possible for us by the death of 
Jesus. Because of him we can know we belong to God forever and have eternal life.  

Communion is remembrance of that death, the death of Jesus. That's why Paul said in 
verse 26, “For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes.” We’ve shared many times at communion that this meal will not make you a 
Christian. Eating this will not get your sins forgiven. It won't get you into heaven. It won't earn 
you any grace. The only way to be saved from what sin has done is by coming into a 
relationship with God through faith in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, the one who 
died on that cross paying for our sins; buried in the tomb; conquering sin, death, and the grave; 
and rising the third day. He's alive today, and he's offering hope, forgiveness, and eternal life to 
everyone who believes.  

Eating this meal will not do that for you. But eating this meal as a memorial brings us face-to-
face again with the death of Jesus Christ that accomplished all of that. You see, Paul was 
writing to remind these Corinthians of this very truth as they participated in their communion 
observance. Paul said that their communion meals were causing more harm than good. 
Verse 17, he said, “In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do 
more harm than good.”  

How would you like to have Jesus, or the apostle Paul for that matter, show up at your worship 
service, watch your communion, sit next to you in the pew, and lean over and say, “You know 
what? This service did a lot more harm than good.” It’s not a ringing endorsement of what they 
were doing. What was the problem? Communion was to be a sacred time of the church coming 
together to remember the body and blood of Jesus and the sacrifice he made. 
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You know, in the early church, it was not easy to be a Christian. In fact, many times if it didn't 
cost you your life it would cost you your job or your family or your ability to shop in the local 
market. You would be ostracized everywhere, so it became imperative that people in town who 
came to know Jesus would associate together. They would invite you not to a building like this, 
but to somebody’s house where if you went there you knew you'd be with other believers. Not 
only that, having lost your livelihood, very often you were hungry and so was your family. It cost 
something to follow Jesus. So when the group got together, those who had a little would bring a 
little, and those who had a lot would bring a lot, and they would share it together. It was a matter 
of unity and oneness and survival in the name of the Lord. Then out of those meals many times 
they would observe communion where they would break bread and drink the cup and be 
reminded of what Christ had done, a very important remembrance when you're laying your life 
on the line for this Christ whom you are serving. 

The Corinthians had distorted all of that. Their meals had become a time for them to buddy up 
with their friends. The poor were getting overlooked and getting virtually nothing while others 
were gorging themselves and getting drunk. Paul said the whole thing’s a violation. In fact in 
verse 18 he said: 

In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions 
among you, and to some extent I believe it. 19 No doubt there have to be differences 
among you to show which of you have God’s approval. 20 So then, when you come 
together, it is not the Lord’s Supper you eat, 21 for when you are eating, some of you go 
ahead with your own private suppers. As a result, one person remains hungry and 
another gets drunk. 22 Don’t you have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the 
church of God by humiliating those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I 
praise you? Certainly not in this matter! 

You see, the people were living in sin and selfishness and pride at the front of the communion 
table and then out of that, after neglecting their poorer brothers, some were getting drunk and 
using it as an excuse to party and get together, then they want to have communion as though 
somehow God's gonna bless that mess. He isn’t gonna do it. You can't live in sin and think that 
God’s gonna accept your ritual worship.  

What they didn't realize that by their misuse of communion they were guilty of sinning against 
the body and blood of the Lord. It's why Paul said in verse 27: 

So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner 
will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Everyone ought to 
examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. 29 For those 
who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on 
themselves. 30 That is why many among you are weak or ill and sick, and a number of 
you have fallen asleep. 

“Some of you are dying for this abuse.” They were guilty of sinning against the body and blood 
of the Lord.  You see, it’s important for us to understand that in communion it is not trans-
substantiation, as some of our brothers and sisters would teach. It is not that on the 
pronouncement of a priest the bread actually becomes Christ’s body and the cup actually 
becomes his blood. It isn’t. It’s still bread. It’s still juice or wine.  

It’s not consubstantiation, as some of our other brothers and sisters teach. It isn't that on the 
pronouncement of a priest or pastor that Jesus somehow takes presence in the elements. He 
doesn't. This is bread. This is juice or wine. You see, this is representation, but more than just a 
symbol. When we eat this, we’re acknowledging that the Christ who gave his body and gave his 
blood is very present with us, and we're remembering the death he paid to save us from our 
sins. Communion is a joyous event. It is a solemn event. It is never to be taken lightly. 
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In the church at Corinth, some people were sick and they were dying because of their abuse of 
it. So Paul told them what Jesus had told him about the meaning of this meal in verse 23: 

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night 
he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 
“This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same 
way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you 
eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Each time we eat this, we are proclaiming the Lord's death and its significance in bringing us life 
because, as Paul reminds the Corinthians, communion reminds us that Jesus died so we could 
live.  

Why is this remembrance so important? Because in order to appreciate what it means to be 
alive with Christ, we need to remember how dead we were without him. That’s why Paul who 
called himself “the chief of sinners” wrote the way he did to so many churches like he did to the 
church at Ephesus in Chapter 2 verse 1: 

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live 
when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them 
at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. 
Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 

We were dead in our transgressions and sins.  

Yesterday, Sam and I were in the car driving. I don’t know if he saw it, but coming out of our 
neighborhood I looked to the right and there was a dead cat lying in the road. Dead cat. 
Obviously dead. Now, if I had said to Sam, “Oh, there’s a dead cat.”  

Sam's not gonna say to me, “Well, how dead is it?” 

There are no degrees of dead. Dead is dead. If you’d have seen the cat you would have known 
what I was talking about. There are no degrees of dead. All of us are born in sin. We inherited it 
from Adam, and the wages of sin is death.  

I have grandkids, so do many of you, or little children. I see those precious little cherubs being 
born; it is hard to imagine that they are born with a sin nature inherited from Adam and 
separated from God, but that's the truth. If you don't like that, you have to take it up with God. 
Satan doesn't want anybody to believe that because if you understand you're a sinner 
separated from God, you might actually start looking for a Savior who might do something for 
you. He doesn’t want that to happen. We are born in sin. That's what we are born in. We 
inherited that from Adam.  

Death is separation. When we are spiritually dead we are that because we are separated from 
God. There are no degrees of separation. People don't ask, “Well, how separated from God are 
you?” They don’t ask that because you’re either connected to God and have life or you are 
separated from God and you are dead in your sins. There’s no in between. That's why Paul 
described the depth of our deadness to the Colossian church in this way. Colossians 1 
verse 21: 

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your 
evil behavior. 

That’s me. That was me. “Alienated from God” literally a phrase that means “transferred to 
another owner.” That’s the idea Paul was talking about. God doesn’t have you as Jesus 
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describes in the gospel of John, Satan actually has ownership of you in sin. It’s written in the 
perfect tense in the Greek which is especially scary because it means “it’s a fixed state or 
condition, and we’re powerless to change it.” We can’t do anything about it; therefore, we are 
enemies in our minds, a phrase that could read “in your attitude, thinking, and actions you live 
as an enemy of God.”  

Now, there’s some goodness that comes out of our lives. I did some good things even when I 
was living in sin. There is a quality of God's goodness -- I’m made in his image -- some of that 
goodness comes out, but there's never enough goodness in me to overcome the sin problem. I 
am powerless to change that. God is either our greatest ally or our worst enemy. There is no in 
between. “Enemies in your minds.”  

You see, there is no such thing as a little relationship with God. Either you have relationship with 
God and you have life or you don't have relationship with God and you don't have life. That’s 
why Paul said, “We live with evil behavior.” It's the natural byproduct of people dead in sin. 
That's why I did some things I'm really not proud of before I knew the Lord and why still today 
sin is a reality for us. It’s a fixed condition if you're not a Christian. You and I can do nothing 
about it on our own, but that doesn't stop people from trying. So when we have this awareness 
that we’re not right with God or we have guilt over our sin and all the effects that come with it, 
we try to do something about it on our own, but it all fails. We go to church. We read our Bible. 
We pray. We get baptized. We join a Bible study. We take communion. We try to be good. We 
make promises we don't keep. We do everything we can, but it doesn't do anything because we 
are powerless. The Bible is clear, without Jesus we are alienated from God, enemies in our 
minds and behavior, dead in our sin, and there isn't anything we can do about it. In essence, 
we’ve leaped off the Golden Gate Bridge and there isn’t anyone to save us from hitting the 
water except God.  

Communion reminds us that God did save us through the death of Jesus. That's why Paul wrote 
to the Romans in Romans 6 verse 23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Amen? 

It’s a gift given through the death of Jesus. His death is the payment. You see, God took his 
own Son, put our sin on him. He took my sin and your sin and the sin of the world. He put it on 
Jesus. All of it. And Jesus died and paid for that sin. “The wages of sin is death.” That's why 
Paul told the Romans in Romans 5 verse 6: 

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone 
might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from 
God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to 
him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be 
saved through his life!  

Which is why the Bible tells us that we are alive with Christ. I love this. Ephesians 2 verse 4: 

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with 
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 
6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches 
of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 
9 not by works, so that no one can boast.  
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Did you notice how Paul wrote that? It’s all in the past tense. We have been saved. We been 
raised up. We have been seated in the heavenlies. It's a done deal. It's already finished. When 
you came to Jesus Christ and invited the Lord into your life, he took your sin away and with it 
your death. Not your physical death. You may still physically die, but you, yourself, your person, 
will never die. You'll never be separated from God again. You only go from life to life. 

God took a death we could not escape and in Christ gave us a life we cannot lose. That's why 
he said in Colossians 1 verse 22, “But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body 
through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish, and free from accusation.” 

Do you know how good that sounds to an old sinner like me? He has reconciled you. He's 
changed you from an enemy to a friend. That's the word he used, and he's made you holy in his 
sight, without blemish, free from accusation. God's made it like you never jumped off the bridge. 
Knowing this could make you feel like shouting like Ken Baldwin, “I should've died, but I didn’t. 
Today, all I know is I'm thrilled to be alive.”  

You know, Joe Aldrich, professor at Multnomah where I went and president of the college, used 
to teach our classes on various things. He’d talk on this kind of stuff, and he’d look out at a 
bunch of us sitting there, like, bored out of our gourd, and he’d say, “You know the problem with 
you guys? I’m sharing with you the best news ever been given. You're not dead. You’re alive, 
and you’re sitting there like you’ve been weaned on a bunch of dill pickles.”  

People, do you understand today what this means? I’ll tell you what it means for me. I was a 
dead man, separated from God, going to hell forever. You know what Jesus did? “I’m saving 
you, Larry. I’m catching you, and I’m gonna put you back like you never jumped off the 
bridge. You’re forgiven. You’re cleansed. You’re made new. You were dead, now you’re 
alive. I’ve seated you in the heavenly realms. Someday you're gonna pass out of his life, 
and you're gonna see me face-to-face. Then you’re gonna know how alive you really are. 
Live it because it's true.” That's what he's telling us.  

That's why Paul told the Corinthians, “You’ve been given his life. You gotta eat this in a worthy 
manner. You can't sit there and abuse it, and then think that by some ritual God's gonna undo 
what you're doing. He isn’t.” This is a remembrance because you don't ever wanna take this for 
granted. I don’t care how tough your life gets. When you know you're living forever, you can get 
through it with God's help. We need to live with a deeper appreciation. That's why Paul said in 
verse 23: 

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night 
he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 
“This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same 
way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you 
eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

You know, it's hard to really appreciate how alive you are with Christ until you have time from 
time to time to remember how dead you were without him. God has given us life. 

Father, thank you for that. There’s nothing we could have done to earn this. We’re powerless. 
It's like falling off a bridge, and we can't stop it. But you caught us. You saved us and put us 
back and made us new.  

I think of the words Paul wrote when he said in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “If anyone is in Christ they 
are a new creation. The old is passed away and the new is come.” So today, Lord, we want to 
examine ourselves because we want to eat this in a worthy manner in front of you as we 
remember the death that gave us life. We praise you in Jesus’ name, Amen. 


