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May 11, 2014 
1 Thessalonians 2:7b-10 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

What’s a Mother to Do? 
 
Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning 
into this week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I 
hope it will be a great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to 
strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement 
for your weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church 
in your community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and 
teachers who can speak into your lives. We also realize that around the world there are places 
where there is no local church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great 
encouragement to you and anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and 
to share with in this message. Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it 
will be a great blessing in your life. 

If you are a mom, would you mind standing up? I'd love to have the privilege of praying for you 
today. If you’re a mom, just stand right where you are. We want to thank God for you today on 
this Mother's Day. Let me pray for you. 

Thank you, God, for all the moms in this room today who right now deserved to be honored 
publicly, not just on Mother's Day -- every day. Thank you for the investment that they make and 
a job and a role and a privilege that is greater than anything we've even seen on that screen. 

Lord, we live in a world that does not always affirm things that are important. I'm praying today 
these ladies will know how much they are loved and appreciated. Some of them are just starting 
out. This is their first Mother's Day. Others are Great Grandmas and they have invested through 
three generations. Some are moms who are right in the middle, right in the throes of everything 
that motherhood involves. I'm asking today, God, wherever they are in that spectrum that you 
will meet them there and encourage their hearts. Help them to know that what they do is 
significant.  

Today is a really tough day, God, for a lot of ladies. For some this is the reminder of the child 
that has not yet come for whatever the reason. This might be the first Mother's Day without 
mom; the first Mother's Day without the kids. For some, this is a day where they’re like queen 
for the day. They’ve been excited for it, looking forward to it, will be surrounded by family and 
friends. It will be a day so good they won’t want it to end, and everything in between. There’s a 
lot of moms here today who probably feel like they’re not doing a very good job. Others whom 
are being allowed to see the fruit of what they do and they’re encouraged. Some are just 
starting out and are hopeful they’ll be good moms, and others are looking back wondering if 
they were. God, you're the only one who can speak to every one of these ladies.  

On more than just Mother's Day, I want today, God, to be a day where you reveal how much 
you love them, how much you appreciate what they do, and that very few of us will ever really 
understand the depth and the demand and the sacrifice that goes into being a good mom. So, 
Lord, for these ladies who have so many things to balance, so many challenges in their own 
lives, I pray that you will bless them. Help them to know they’re loved and appreciated, and that 
what they're doing is making a difference not just in their family or in our nation but in the 
kingdom of God. We commit them to you, Lord, and we thank you for them. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.  
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Happy Mother's Day, ladies. Thank you for all you do. 

If you have your Bibles this morning, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to 1 Thessalonians 
Chapter 2. We’re gonna be looking today at motherhood through the eyes of the apostle who 
saw a mother's nurturing of her family as a model that could strengthen a church. Through that 
model, the apostle Paul was able to develop disciples and a church at Thessalonica that went 
on to impact the whole Roman Empire. It's the impact of a mother's life.  

Many times, moms, and dads too, because sometimes dads are raising kids alone or having 
struggles on their own. But I want you to know that of all the demands that are put upon your 
life, there are a couple of things in here that God wants every parent to do and it will make the 
difference. Here's the way the apostle Paul put it in 1 Thessalonians 2 verse 7: 

Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we cared for you. Because we loved 
you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our 
lives as well. 9 Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship; we 
worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the 
gospel of God to you. 10 You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and 
blameless we were among you who believed.  

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Father, I find it very powerful for me as a man to see that one of the ways we impact another 
generation is by living like a mom. It was that example that empowered your apostle to impact 
another generation of believers who went on to impact an empire: the example of a mom. I'm 
praying today, God, that as we look at these words it will be a great encouragement to every 
mom and every dad who's here because of the many demands on our time or the many things 
we’re told we have to be and have to have and have to do, these are the things that ultimately 
make the greatest difference. May we be encouraged by this Word today. We pray in Jesus’ 
name, Amen.  

It's been called the world's toughest and most important job description - motherhood - and it is 
not easy. In fact, author Barbara Johnson once wrote, “If motherhood were intended to be easy, 
it would not a started with something called labor.” So whether the kids are born to you, 
adopted, foster child cared, or babysat, whether you are a grandparent or a mother just coming 
into this for the first time, I want you to know the motherly role that you fulfill is extensive and it is 
vital. In fact, most families could never afford to pay for the job that you do.  

I was reading an excerpt from Forbes Magazine that asked the question, “Think you can put a 
price on motherhood?” Every year, salary.com does an annual survey of salaries across the 
country of all kinds of jobs. One of the ones they’ve started doing is an annual mom’s salary 
survey where they attempt to put a salary price on the work of American mothers. Well, first, 
they broke down motherly duties into the following ten categories. They just had to limit it, so 
they chose these ten. Listen to this: 

Daycare center teacher, CEO, psychologist, cook, housekeeper, laundry machine 
operator, computer operator, facilities manager, janitor, and van driver.  

Those are just the ten that they picked. Then they studied how many hours moms work in these 
categories and what the family would have to pay if they were to outsource that duty. According 
to the 2012 salary survey, they said the average stay-at-home mom should make an annual 
salary of $112,962. That’s based on a 40 hour base pay week plus 52.7 hours a week of 
overtime.  The average working mom should make an annual salary, just for her mom role, of 
$66,969 based on a 40 hour base pay mothering plus 17.9 overtime hours per week. The article 
went on to say: 
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The breadth of mom’s responsibilities is beyond what most workers could ever 
experience day to day. Imagine if you had to attract and retain a candidate to fulfill this 
role. 

Those interviews you saw were real interviews from a real job description they put together, and 
nobody would touch it.  You moms know what being a mom is about. Many of you single dads 
know what it’s like. You’re filling both roles. Some of you moms are doing it without a husband 
present.  God knows what you’re doing to invest in the next generation. 

This job, in fact, is so demanding that New York Times writer David Brooks quoted survey work 
that’s being done around the world showing that increasing numbers of women are choosing not 
to be moms. In fact, he quoted statistics from some of the developed countries in Europe where 
as many as 40% or more of the women there said they were choosing never to be moms. Or 
the statistics that are coming out of places like Brazil where the average family used to be 4.3 
children per family now has dropped just recently to 1.9. 

I’m a former youth paster. I know. I have had some of those .3 and .9 kids. They’re a little tough 
to handle! But across the globe, fewer ladies are becoming moms, and they’re having fewer 
children statistically. All the demands of this role are bigger than most people realize. You get 
inundated from the outside on all the things you have to be and all the things you have to do 
and all the stuff you have to have to be a successful mom so your kids don’t do without, and 
they end up being great and productive adults. You’re hearing that stuff all the time. It can leave 
a woman asking, “What is a mother to do? What really counts?” Well, the apostle Paul told the 
Thessalonians that God had an answer to that. 

Paul is writing to a church that had seen its share of hardship and struggle as they sought to 
follow Christ. Founded by Paul and his companions on their second missionary journey, they 
had as little as only three weeks with these people before they were forced out of town. I want 
you to imagine for a moment you’re living in a community like we do, you’ve never heard the 
gospel, don’t have a Bible, no churches, no one’s ever heard of Jesus, and a missionary comes. 
He begins to tell you about Jesus Christ and what he’s done: his death, burial, and resurrection. 
Somebody believes it, a few believe it, and they begin to share it with their friends. The Spirit of 
God moves, a little nucleus forms, and it’s a new church. You are discipled by these people like 
Paul and his companions for 2-3 weeks then suddenly they are chased out of town leaving 
behind a fledgling church with no Bibles, no established leadership, no track record, nobody 
else to turn to. All you’ve got left is the example that was left with you.  

How many churches are gonna survive under that model? How many churches survive and 
thrive today with every resource available to them to know who Jesus is and to be a thriving 
church? Yet, this church that was given no hope for survival actually thrived. One of the 
reasons, the grace of God. The other was the example of the apostle Paul who said that he 
lived among them giving a model like a mom gives to her children. He said in verse 7: 

Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we cared for you. Because we loved 
you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our 
lives as well. 

“Like a nursing mom cares for her children.” That word “care” is an interesting word. It means 
“affectionately desirous” or “a yearning after.” In fact it comes from a root word that means 
“remembrance” in the Greek language. It’s kinda this idea. “We cared for you so much, we loved 
you so much that you were never out of our mind. We were always looking for ways to love you 
and to care for you.” So much so, he said, “that we shared our lives with you.” 
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Paul used the image of a mother caring for her children to help impact these believers to be 
another generation of disciples who would live for Jesus Christ. It’s the very thing that God 
wants to use moms and dads for that matter to do in this day because, as Paul reminds us, 
moms are one of God’s instruments to help shape the next generation to be disciples for Christ. 

How do mothers do this? “By the way they share the gospel,” he said, “and by the way they 
share their lives.” Moms shape the next generation to be disciples by the way they share the 
gospel. Paul said in verse 7: 

Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we cared for you. Because we loved 
you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our 
lives as well. 9 Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship; we 
worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the 
gospel of God to you.  

When I became a Christian at age 25, I had no idea what a Christian home was supposed to 
look like. I had no idea how to do it. In fact, when I was gonna get married to Karla, one of my 
great concerns is, How am I going to lead this woman who was raised in a pastor’s home, was 
vibrantly with Jesus her whole life, and now she is hitching her wagon to me. I don’t even know 
what to do. I was so thankful for the time that I got in the home of Dr. and Mrs. Heath who 
adopted me along with many other kids from our church and their seven children they raised 
themselves. 

Dr. and Mrs. Heath were a very prominent family in our church. Dr. Heath was a prominent 
physician in Seattle, the whole region there.  They had seven kids who are all walking with 
Jesus and still are today: pastors, missionaries. The time I spent in their home showed me why 
that was the case. In the Heath home, Jesus was #1, no question, and his Word was held in 
high esteem. The gospel was shared by the way the Word was taught, and the gospel was 
shared by the way the gospel was lived. Over the years that example has never waivered.  

More than 30 years later, Karla and I still visit Mrs. Heath every chance we get to go to Seattle. 
Dr. Heath went home to be with the Lord a couple of years ago, but Jesus is still very powerfully 
present in that home.  

Last September, my son Tyler and I were in Seattle for a football game. Whenever I get a 
chance I go by to see Mrs. Heath. Walking into their house is like stepping back in time, the 
furniture, the pictures, everything right where it’s been. Though they were a family that had 
probably lots of money as a very prominent physician, they lived a very simple lifestyle. Their 
walls were plastered with maps of the world and pictures of missionaries and people they were 
praying for. Their house was lined with books. They never bought a television. 

In that living room when I walked in, there sat Mrs. Heath in her favorite chair. Next to her chair 
was a little table that had a picture of her husband, and it had a well-worn Bible, frayed from 
years of constant use. Well, we sat down on the couch. I remember leaning over and asking 
her, “Mrs. Heath, how have you been doing since Dr. Heath is gone?” 

She said, “I really miss Sherb a lot, but I have him in my heart and I have my family around me.” 
Her kids, her grandkids, her great grandkids are constantly around that house. Then without 
missing a beat, she did what she always did when I came by to talk to her. She reached over. 
She picked up her Bible. She opened it up. She said, “Let me share with you what God’s 
teaching me.” She turned to Psalm 54 verse 4. This is what she read, “Surely God is my help. 
The Lord is the one who sustains me.” She said, “Larry, God is sustaining me. He’s closer than 
he’s ever been.” You don’t forget stuff like that, especially when you’ve seen it lived out in a life 
that long. 
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There have been many times in my life where I’ve found myself being strengthened by thinking 
back on the things she would teach me sitting around their kitchen table with their family. An 
example of this mom who shared the gospel with me, let me see what it looks like, who spoke 
the words into my life, a life that is being passed on to her children, to her grandchildren, to her 
great grandchildren. Paul said, “That was the model he was using to nurture and grow the next 
generation of believers at Thessalonica.” Paul said, “He was like a mom who loved his kids so 
much he shared the gospel with them.” He said: 

Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we cared for you. Because we loved 
you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our 
lives as well. 9 Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship; we 
worked night and day (among you) in order not to be a burden to anyone while we 
preached the gospel of God to you.  

“We preached the gospel of God to you.” You know one of the craziest things I’ve ever heard is 
parents to say, “I’m gonna let my kids grow up. When they get older I’m gonna let them decide 
what they want to believe.” People, that’s insanity. You’re honestly gonna let your kids have 
their view of God shaped by a world that doesn’t know him? The highest calling upon any parent 
or grandparent is to preach the gospel to their kids. Kids don’t just discover these things, they 
have to be taught them. Things like his deity, that he’s God in the flesh, that the virgin birth is 
real, that Jesus lived a sinless life and had a sacrificial death, that he went to the cross to pay 
for our sins, he was buried in a tomb, and he had a glorious resurrection. He’s the Lord today, 
and we believe it. 

You see, kids need to learn these truths early and they need to learn them often and they need 
to learn them from their parents. Church and Sunday School can reinforce all these truths, but 
there is nothing that can impact a kid that knows his parents believe this, teach this, and live 
this. We all can do it. It’s never too late to start. And, Paul said, “They share the gospel not just 
in words but they share it by how they live.” Verse 9 Paul said: 

Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship; we worked night and 
day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you.  

“Surely,” he said, “you remember how we lived among you.” It’s not easy being a parent. It’s not 
easy investing this kind of value into the lives of others. That’s why Paul used words like “toil” 
and “hardship” and “working day and night.” Every one of you moms know what those words 
mean. The word “toil” means “fatigue,” the physical tiredness that comes from this investment. 
“Hardship” means “the painful effort arising out of difficult circumstances.” Anyone who ever said 
parenting was easy has never tried it. There are circumstances that arise every day on top of all 
the other responsibilities that actually can create hardship.  

And he said, “We worked day and night.” The word is the word for “manual labor.” There is a 
physicalness to this: often going without sleep, often denying yourself, doing things for the sake 
of your children that shows your love for God and your love for them. It’s why Paul said to them, 
“You remember. You saw our love for God. You saw our love for you, and it was lived out by 
what we were willing to invest in the work that it took.” 

Moms and dads show the reality of their faith in the gospel by how they live it out among their 
children. All of it is an investment in the kids that you love, whether those kids be yours or your 
grandchildren or adopted or fostered or in a Sunday School class. When that kind of effort put 
forth in their behalf is also coupled with the words of the gospel, it can make a powerful impact 
upon their lives that the gospel is real.  
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Moms and dads, of all the things you do, of all the demands on your time -- and there are many 
-- of all the things you’re told you have to have and buy and do and be in order to be successful 
parents, don’t forget the heart of it that makes the greatest lasting difference of all: those 
important moments you share the gospel by what you say and by what you do. By the way, 
even if your kids are all grown – and I know many moms who feel like, Man, I wish I had known 
this back when, or I wished I had a chance, now my kids won’t even talk to me, and it goes on 
and on and on and on over many, many, many things – I want you to know it’s never too late to 
start living for God and preaching the gospel and living it out for people to see. You never know 
how God’s gonna use that to make a difference. Your grown kids are not beyond his reach. 

Paul said he did it for the Thessalonians like a mom does for her kids. God used that example to 
impact another generation of believers. Not only sharing the gospel, but moms shape the next 
generation to be disciples by the way they share their lives. Paul said in verse 7: 

Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we cared for you. Because we loved 
you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our 
lives as well.  

Verse 10: 

10 You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were 
among you who believed.  

Focus on the Family puts out a publication called Citizen. In an issue of that, Dan Baber was 
talking about how he did an experiment on line. Now Dan Baber thinks he’s got a fabulous mom 
named Sue Hamilton. She makes him feel like the greatest person and the most important 
person in the world. So he went on-line on ebay, did an actual auction called “The Best Mother 
in the World.” He said the winning bidder would receive an email from his mom that he promised 
would make you feel like you were the most special person on the earth.  

How many people would respond? He ran it for seven days on ebay, and 42,711 people 
responded. You can fill a baseball stadium with that. Out of the many that took a look, 92 of 
them made a bid in that 7 days. Starting with $1 opening bid, the winning bid was $601. Dan 
Baber said, “Isn’t it interesting how many are willing to pay for something most mothers give for 
free – themselves and a mother’s touch”? 

Paul said that’s what he tried to bring to his spiritual children who were in the church at 
Thessalonica. He gave himself. Paul said he was like a mom who shared her life with them. 

Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we cared for you. Because we loved 
you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our 
lives as well . . . 10 You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and 
blameless we were among you who believed.  

“We shared our lives with you.” That word “lives” is the word “souls.” It’s a word to describe your 
very being, your very heart, the real essence of who you are, your values, what you believe and 
what makes you tick, your love, your compassion, your priorities. It’s the real you. Paul said, 
“We lived to let our souls touch you, our lives touch you. We lived our lives close enough for you 
to see how much we loved you and how much we love Jesus, and we live close enough for you 
to touch that life. What did they see? They saw a life that was lived for Christ, that’s why Paul 
said in verse 10: 
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You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among 
you who believed.  

Now, that’s a compelling list but very encouraging. What Paul is telling them is, “You saw the life 
we let you touch. It was a holy life, a right life set apart for God.” In other words, “We showed 
you what a life set apart for God actually looks like when somebody really loves God, and he is 
the top priority. We let you see and touch a life like that, a holy life set apart for God. We let you 
see and touch a righteous life, a just life.” It literally means, “in the straight way, in a straight life.” 
It refers to being morally just, people of integrity and high moral standards and purity. “We 
showed you the character and conduct of Jesus by the way we were living. We let Jesus’ 
conduct and character touch you through our life, and you saw how blameless we were.” That’s 
the most encouraging one of all. It means “free from all valid charge.”  

What’s encouraging about this word “blameless” is it doesn’t mean perfection or sinlessness, or 
even being right all the time because we’re not. What it means is “genuine.” That when we sin, 
when we’re at fault, when we are in the wrong, we don’t lie, we don’t make excuses, and we 
don’t pretend to be something we’re not. We own it. We confess it to God. We change with his 
help what needs to be changed, and we confess these things to our children. We tell them when 
we didn’t get it right.  

I lost track of the number of times I’ve had to tell my kids, “I’m sorry.” But through my grandkids, 
God’s allowing me to relive those moments. I was not a perfect parent, and I’m not a perfect 
grandpa, not by a long shot. But it communicates something about your life, a life that’s close 
enough to touch when you say to your kids, “You know what? I didn’t handle that well. I didn’t do 
that right. You deserved better than that. Those words were not words Jesus would use. Those 
things I said about that other person, they were gossip and I have to confess that to God. Those 
things you heard me say, they hurt Jesus too.” There is a genuineness about that that kids learn 
from. They don’t expect you to be perfect. By the way, they have no illusions that you are. But 
they want to know that you’re real. When you’re close enough to share like that, they can see 
holiness and righteousness clearly because the blameless part of your life is openly admitting 
where you failed. You are teaching them how to handle failure and sin and make it right with 
God. Blameless, not perfect.  

Paul said, “That’s the life he lived out among you. You saw what he said, you touched it, and 
our lives touched you.” That’s what our kids need. They need to see the Christian life lived out, 
not perfect, but genuinely in a way that they can touch and believe.  

Paul did that with the Thessalonians, and they began doing it with others. They became known 
all over the Empire for their example of faithfulness to Christ. In fact, when Paul wrote this letter 
to them later on, you remember how he began it? 1 Thessalonians 1 verse 4: 

For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our 
gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and 
deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 6 You became 
imitators of us and of the Lord -- 

Isn’t that interesting? “You imitated what you saw in us and you ultimately became imitators of 
Christ himself.” It shows you an idea of the model he was giving: holy, righteous, blameless. 

6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in the 
midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 
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It’s a lot easier to welcome the message of the gospel when you see it lived out in someone 
whose life you can touch because they’re living the gospel. 

7 And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s 
message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has 
become known everywhere.  

People, if the apostle Paul, with God’s help can make an impression like that on a group of 
people who impact an empire after maybe as little as a few weeks, imagine how God could use 
your life to impact another child, whoever they are, when they have a chance to really touch a 
life that’s following Jesus, a faith that was first learned from a man who became like a mom and 
shared his life in a way they never forgot.  

Moms, and dads too, what kids really want mostly is you. They want to be close to you. I don’t 
know how well I did it when I was a parent, but I can tell you I’m trying to pay more attention as 
a grandpa. The thing I’m hearing most now from those who can talk or take my hand, “Bumpa, 
will you play with me? Will you play with me?” 

I have really good kids who have kids. They are good parents, and I’m very grateful for all of 
them. Jeremy and Kelsey, Tyler and Melissa, great parents. We love being with our grandkids, 
any of them we get a chance to be with. Sometimes at the end of the day when you’ve been 
playing with them, I said to Karla, “Now I know why they have kids in their 20s.” It’s hard to keep 
up when you get older, but all they want is time. They just want time. They want you. In those 
times when you love Jesus and share that life, it becomes something they’ll receive and they 
can pass on to others. The good thing is, no matter how badly you think you failed in the past or 
how ill equipped you are in the present, it’s never too late to begin saying, “God, I want my life to 
make a difference. I want to begin living for you and sharing that with the people closest to me.” 

You know, years ago I came across this story that’s been a constant inspiration to me. It was 
about a time in the late 19th, early 20th century when Robert Ingersoll was the most notorious 
skeptic in America. He would go to universities and fill auditoriums tearing apart Christianity and 
ripping to shreds people of faith.  

I was reading this story about two college students who went to hear Ingersoll lecture at their 
university. He gave his usual very compelling arguments which, if you get beyond the surface, 
have been refuted time and again, but people still use the same old arguments. Anyway, these 
two kids went and they heard that. He’s a very powerful speaker apparently. As they walked 
down the street after the lecture, one said to the other, “Well, I guess he knocked the props out 
from under Christianity, didn’t he?” I love what the other kid said. 

He looked at his friend and he said, “Nope, I don’t think he did because Ingersoll did not explain 
my mother’s life. Until he can explain my mother’s life, I’m gonna stand with my mother’s God.” 

Someone once wrote: 

The world has enough women who know how to hold their cocktails, who have lost all 
their illusions and their faith. The world has enough women who know how to be smart; it 
needs women who are willing to be simple. The world has enough women who know 
how to be brilliant; it needs some who are willing to be brave. We need women and men 
too who would rather be morally right than socially correct. The 21st century challenge to 
motherhood, when it’s all boiled down, is that mothers will have an experience with God, 
a reality, which they can pass on to their children. 
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Ladies, there are so many demands on you, so many things you are told you have to be and to 
do and to have to be successful. Of the many things you do, I want you to know today God said 
that when you share the gospel by your words and your life and when you share your life up 
close so that they can see and touch a model of what it really means to follow Jesus, you’ll be 
impacting another generation just as Paul did by using that model. 

Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we cared for you. Because we loved 
you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our 
lives as well.  

And in the end that’s what God wants a mother to do. 

Lord, we really need you, all of us. This parenting thing is beyond us all. I know Mother’s Day is 
a very difficult day for some and a joyous day for others. It’s a tough day for dad’s too, many of 
them. Sometimes we didn’t always have the mother who was the best for us. Sometimes we 
didn’t have a dad who did it either, but now we have a chance. We may be grown. We may 
have kids that are in their 50s, but it’s never too late to begin. All around us our children, 
children in church, children in schools, children in our neighborhoods, children who can be 
impacted by a life that is willing to share the gospel and a life that is willing to share themselves. 
So, Lord, would you bring some great encouragement today? Because we need you for all of 
this. As parents, we seem to need you even more. As we surrender everything to you, may we 
learn that it is you who makes the difference. Despite all our weakness, all our failures, all of our 
issues, you’re still the God who works through those who honor you. We thank you, God. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 


