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Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning 
into this week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I 
hope it will be a great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to 
strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement 
for your weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church 
in your community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and 
teachers who can speak into your lives. We also realize that around the world there are places 
where there is no local church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great 
encouragement to you and anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and 
to share with in this message. Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it 
will be a great blessing in your life. 

Father, as we gather on the eve of this great national memorial, we are humbled and grateful to 
remember again the sacrifice that has brought us the freedoms we cherish. As Christians, we 
recognize the greatest sacrifice ever on the cross which has led the way for the sacrifice that 
has been made by so many men and women over the years who have fought and died for our 
country.  

As we gather across the land tomorrow in so many hamlets and villages and cities around 
village greens and memorials and cathedrals and cemeteries, we ask, God, that you would be 
there in powerful ways to bring forth the remembrance that really changes us and provides a 
deep comfort for those who are grieving the loss of those who have given the last full measure 
of devotion.  

I ask, God, that as a nation you will help us to cherish and to nurture and to handle with care 
this freedom, the freedom not to do as we please, but the freedom to do the right, the freedom 
to do good, the freedom to be citizens who will carry forth a legacy. I pray, God, that you will 
help us tomorrow to remember the men and women who have made the sacrifice to make that 
possible. 

Lord, there's hardly a Sunday that goes by that we shouldn’t remember that we’re able to stand 
and open the Bible and to pray and to meet because of these freedoms that have been 
preserved for us. So, Lord, I want to thank you for this Memorial Day weekend. I pray that 
tomorrow across the land, families will be comforted, the fallen will be remembered, and a 
nation will pause to be grateful. We'll thank you, God. We commit this time to you in Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 

Well, good morning everyone. It’s great to see you all. You know, I was thinking this morning, 
getting to hear a great choir like that and to hear the worship we’ve been able to offer, to open 
up our Bibles, all of that was made possible by the men and women who have sacrificed. I hope 
tomorrow at some time during whatever is in your agenda for the course of the day that you 
have some time to pause and to really give thanks for what God has given us and for those who 
have fought to bring it to us. Maybe tomorrow -- there's a lot of things going on -- most the 
cemeteries around most the Legion halls and others are sponsoring Memorial Day services. If 
you think of it, take an hour or so to go by one of those. It can change your day and your 
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perspective on the whole meaning of Memorial Day. Anyway, we hope whatever the day holds it 
will be a day of great remembrance. Thank you for including us today and including Jesus in 
your worship. 

If you have your Bibles, I'd like you to turn with me if you would to the book of Micah in the Old 
Testament. Today we’re gonna be looking at this great prophet's message that's as relevant 
today as when it was ever written.  

Imagine if you would for a moment a nation that has become corrupt. The leaders are lying to 
the people. The religious are leading people astray. There is greed and violence in the streets. 
Materialism is becoming the god of the day. All of this is being done while becoming more 
spiritual, claiming to be more religious, and more tolerant and open to more and more things. 
That was the day of Micah. It sounds like a description of our day because the two are quite 
parallel. We should not be surprised that what God was asking the people of God to live out in 
Micah's day, he’s still asking us to live out in our day. Here's what Micah was sharing in 
Chapter 1 beginning in verse 1: 

The word of the LORD that came to Micah of Moresheth during the reigns of Jotham, 
Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah—the vision he saw concerning Samaria and 
Jerusalem. 

2 Hear, you peoples, all of you, 
    listen, earth and all who live in it, 
that the Sovereign LORD may bear witness against you, 
    the Lord from his holy temple. 

Chapter 2 verse 3: 

Therefore, the LORD says: 

“I am planning disaster against this people, 
    from which you cannot save yourselves. 
You will no longer walk proudly, 
    for it will be a time of calamity. 
4 In that day people will ridicule you; 
    they will taunt you with this mournful song: 
‘We are utterly ruined; 
    my people’s possession is divided up. 
He takes it from me! 
    He assigns our fields to traitors.’” 

5 Therefore you will have no one in the assembly of the LORD 
    to divide the land by lot. 

“Judgment is coming,” Micah said, “and you will not be able to stop it.” The people, when they 
got that message decided maybe they should ratchet up their worship a bit and turn to the Lord 
to pour out more devotion, to give more things, to say more prayers. Micah recorded it like this 
in Micah 6 verse 6: 

With what shall I come before the LORD 
    and bow down before the exalted God? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
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    with ten thousand rivers of olive oil? 
Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 
8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
    And what does the LORD require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
    and to walk humbly with your God. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Thank you for being the gracious God that you are. Thank you for allowing us to live and 
represent you in this day and age when the words of Micah are so desperately needed. Thank 
you for calling your church to be a prophetable church, a church that stands up and proclaims 
the prophet’s voice making known the word of the Lord. Thank you for calling us to live that out 
in the power and strength of Jesus Christ to be your visible presence in the world.  

God, as things may grow darker, you grow stronger and more and more you seek to live your 
life out through us for all peoples to see. So today, Lord, as we open your Word, help us to see 
the difference between the genuine and true worship you seek and the folly of empty religion 
and we'll thank you. In your precious name, Amen.  

As many of you know, I do not grow up in a Christian home, but I grew up around a lot of 
religion. In New England, almost every village has a church or two near the village green, 
usually a Catholic Church and a Protestant Church of some stripe. Many of these churches 
have stood for 150 to 200 years or more, heralding a time when God and church were at the 
center of village life, but not anymore. Many of these churches no longer preach the gospel, and 
the pews are many times mostly empty. The people are engaged in social issues and 
fundraisers to keep their doors open. In fact, some have closed their doors entirely and become 
buildings now that house restaurants and weekend boutiques. As a result, in many of those 
communities, the prophetic voice of God and the truth of his word is no longer heard.  

I thank God for the many strong churches in New England, but there are many more that are 
needed. Many of the people there who still go to church are only going through the motions of 
empty religion.  

In any culture, be it in New England, across America, or around the world, wherever God's 
prophetic voice is no longer heard, moral decline and sin are inevitable. Idolatry and false 
religions increase, greed and materialism become the norm, violence becomes prevalent in the 
streets and in our homes, bribery and corruption in government, unjust courts, dishonesty at the 
highest levels of leadership leave a culture broken and without trust. That is America today. You 
know how much I love our country, and you know how much I am deeply appreciative of the 
men and women who have fought and served and died to defend the freedom for me to stand 
here today and openly proclaim this Word to you. In many places around the world this can’t 
happen. We need to understand that as America is becoming today, so were the days of Israel 
and Judah and the days the prophet Micah.  

Micah was God's mouthpiece to the northern and southern kingdoms of Israel and Judah during 
a time of great societal decline. He prophesied during the time of Isaiah and Hosea and Amos 
and, interestingly and not surprisingly, their messages are very similar. Micah grew up in 
Moresheth, a town called Gath, a border village about 20 miles southeast of Jerusalem near 
Isaiah's hometown on the Philistine border. Micah was a man who was deeply troubled by the 
societal ills that he saw, the immorality that was becoming rampant, the political corruption, and 
the empty religion.  
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He preached in the years at the end of the eighth century BC and beginning of the seventh 
century BC, 800 years before the birth of Christ. He preached at a time when Israel and Judah 
was nearing the end of their prosperity. The judgment God had pronounced through Hosea and 
Amos was now coming to pass. The Assyrians, under Tiglath-Pileser their King, began to assert 
themselves over the northern kingdom of Israel and began to extend that power over Judah. 
Interestingly, rather than turning to God, they sought to form political alliances to get them out of 
their despair.  

Micah's messages came as three oracles or prophetic proclamations with the words beginning, 
“Listen to what the Lord is saying.” In the first oracle in Chapter 1 and Chapter 2, he talks about 
the impending judgment on Samaria and Jerusalem, the capital cities of each kingdom. Then in 
Chapters 3, 4, and 5 he talks about the indictment of Israel's leaders and the pronouncement of 
Israel's future hope declaring that the leaders have led the people astray, their religion is empty, 
their government is corrupt, “so I'm gonna raise up for you a leader who will come out of a 
most unusual place,” that Christmas passage that identifies Bethlehem as the place for God's 
future Messiah to come. Micah 5 verse 1: 

Marshal your troops now, city of troops, 
    for a siege is laid against us. 
They will strike Israel’s ruler 
    on the cheek with a rod. 

“Your political ruler is gonna be taken down.” 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
    though you are small among the clans of Judah, 
out of you will come for me 
    one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, 
    from ancient times.” 

Verse 4: 

4 He will stand and shepherd his flock 
    in the strength of the LORD, 
    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 
    will reach to the ends of the earth. 

“Messiah is coming, and he's coming again.” 

In his third oracle, God charges against his people all of their sins and proclaims the ultimate 
triumph of the kingdom of God. It’s at the beginning of this third oracle that Micah puts his finger 
on the heart of the problem: empty religion. The people and their leaders were very religious, 
very spiritual, but they were just going through the motions of sacrifice and devotion, everything 
external but inside corruption. All of it, God said, is just empty. So the people thought they would 
ratchet up the display of their religion, in verse 6: 

With what shall I come before the LORD 
    and bow down before the exalted God? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with ten thousand rivers of olive oil? 
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Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 
8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
    And what does the LORD require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
    and to walk humbly with your God. 

Because outward acts of worship without a genuine relationship with God is nothing more than 
empty religion. What did God want to see the lives of those who truly worship him? He said, 
“justice, mercy, and a humble walk with God.” Those who truly worship God act justly.  

8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
    And what does the LORD require of you? 
To act justly. 

A few years ago I told you about a young man I met early on in the church. I don’t know if I’ll 
ever forget him or the look on his face. He came up after a service because he was very 
troubled. He said he wanted to talk to me about something. He wasn't sure what to do. After the 
service he came up, and this is what he told me. He said, “Larry, I've been married almost three 
years, but I've fallen in love with another woman.” This young man was in his early 20s. “I’ve 
fallen in love with another woman and I don't know what to do.” 

I said, “Oh, your problem is easy. In fact I can solve it with one question, What is the right thing 
to do?” 

He said, “The right thing? I never thought about it like that.”  

That’s the problem. How many of our problems, how many of our issues, how many of our 
choices could be made right if we would simply ask, What is the right thing to do? For a 
Christian there is no other way. God requires that his people live a right life, a just life. “We are 
to act justly,” he said. It is the word “to do justice” in the sense of practicing true religion 
interestingly enough. 

That phrase “to act justly” could also be translated “to render a verdict.” It's kind of this idea 
when you put it together. When the verdict of your life example is weighed out before God, let 
there be enough evidence for God to convict you of living a just or right life that God would 
declare that you have done that. In the end, that life of justice or righteousness or rightness will 
reflect that you really worship a God who is just and right. That was the element that was 
missing from the very religious people in Micah's day. They weren't living right before God. 
Micah said in Micah 2 verse 1: 

Woe to those who plan iniquity, 
    to those who plot evil on their beds! 

They planned this out. Their sin is intentional. 

At morning’s light they carry it out 
    because it is in their power to do it. 
2 They covet fields and seize them, 
    and houses, and take them. 
They defraud people of their homes, 
    they rob them of their inheritance. 

In Micah 3 verse 9 he wrote: 

Hear this, you leaders of Jacob, 
    you rulers of Israel, 
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who despise justice 
    and distort all that is right; 

That’s the leaders! 
10 who build Zion with bloodshed, 
    and Jerusalem with wickedness. 
11 Her leaders judge for a bribe, 
    her priests teach for a price, 
    and her prophets tell fortunes for money. 

You want your religious leaders? You want your leaders to tell you what you want to hear? Pay 
them enough, and they’ll tell you what you want them to say. 

Yet they look for the LORD’s support and say, 
    “Is not the LORD among us? 
    No disaster will come upon us.” 

Amazing! They’re doing all this and saying, “And God is pleased with that. In fact we are serving 
him.” They despised justice and distorted all that was right. They thought their religion was full of 
God, but it wasn’t. It was empty. God has called his people to live a just and right life. People, 
you and I cannot do this on our own. We can't. That's why we need Jesus living inside of us and 
being the Lord of his church. He needs to live that righteousness out through us. All of us have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God. All of us.  

When we become true Christians, true followers of Jesus, when Christ really lives in us and we 
are living to serve and honor and worship him, when you believe by faith in his work at the cross 
his death, burial, and resurrection, and you receive Christ in your life, he actually comes and 
lives in you. He lives in you in the person of his Holy Spirit, and he imparts to us his 
righteousness. That’s why Paul said in Romans 1 verse 16, the man you remember who called 
himself the “chief of sinners”: 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation 
to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel the 
righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just 
as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” 

In other words, if we really believe in this Jesus and his righteousness and we’ve asked him to 
impart that to us, then we will live by that. Romans 3 verse 21: 

But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which 
the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus 
Christ to all who believe.  

It’s given to us. 

There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that 
came by Christ Jesus. 

Paul teaches that there's two aspects to this imparted righteousness: it's positional, and it’s 
practical. The positional is this: that when you have Jesus Christ come and live in you, he 
actually imparts to you his righteousness. He gives it to us. That's why we can be declared at 
God's bar of justice to be righteous. We are justified. We are declared righteous in his sight 
because the righteousness on our own that we don't have Jesus gives us so that we are now 
justified to stand before God and live with him forever. That's the positional part. That's what 
happens when you received Christ. That's why without Jesus you'll never make it. You’ll never 
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make it. But then there’s a practical side that if we have this righteous Christ living in us and 
imparting to us this righteousness then we live out this righteousness because it is really Jesus 
living out his life of righteousness in us. So the practical living it out is the proof that the 
positional is real.  

When John wrote his first letter, 1 John, in Chapter 3 he was writing to people he really loved 
trying to refute the problems of Gnosticism among other things that was seeking to undermine 
what it really meant to be a Christian. He said to them in 1 John 3 verse 7: 

Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is righteous. 8 The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, 
because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God 
appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.  

“I let the devil's work be done in my life far too long. I do not want my life used for his work any 
more period.” Verse 9: 

No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in them;  

The language there literally reads like this: “No one who is born of God will continue to 
intentionally sin or willfully sin or habitually sin intentionally. You won’t continue to do it because 
God’s seed remains in them.”  

They cannot go on sinning because they have been born of God.10 This is how we know 
who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not 
do what is right is not God’s child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and 
sister. 

Do Christians still sin? Of course we do, and we hate it. So when we sin we bring it to God and 
we confess it to him, and we call on his help to repent of those things, to change, to turn around, 
to get those things out of our lives with his help so his righteousness can be displayed. We 
commit acts of sin, but we don't continue to live in it. We act justly. We do what is right before 
God and man. A good diagnostic question to ask once in a while is, Am I living a right life before 
God or am I merely living out empty religion? 

Not only to act justly, but those who truly worship God love mercy. Micah said: 
8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
    And what does the LORD require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 

On one of my prior trips to DMV -- which I try to avoid at all cost, except I will admit for the time 
to connect with some of the people who go to our church who work there; it's fun to see them 
and to interact with them -- but the whole DMV experience other than that is not always pleasant 
so I try not to go there much. Anyway, one of the last times I went I waited in line for over an 
hour. I think it was an appointment time sent by God because what I did during that time was I 
just listened to the life that was going on around me, what people were saying, what they were 
talking about, who was there. There were so many things that day. 

I remember this lady with two kids. She was probably in her mid to late 20s. She was never 
married. I know that because she broadly proclaimed it, and she said, “I don't need a man! I'm 
never getting married.” I’m thinking, How interesting to find out what shaped her life. Then there 
was this thin, frail, dirty man actually, with rotting teeth trying to get his van out of impound. He 
hadn’t been registering it. When he got caught, his car was impounded. He was there trying to 
get it back. He looked like he had a pretty hard life. There was this other lady who “just turned  
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40” she wanted us to know for some reason. She had dirty clothes. She was going in and out 
smoking, and she had a really foul mouth. She was sharing all about her prior husband’s faults 
and the virtues of her new man that she was living with. On and on the stories went, people 
talking about these things openly, loudly as they were waiting to go to the counter.  

I found myself thinking, What am I doing here? I'm not like these people. Suddenly I felt like God 
was saying, “You're right, Larry, you’re not like these people. You’re worse. They don’t 
know how sin is destroying our lives, but you do. All you’ve been doing this last hour is 
standing there looking down your nose at them as though somehow you're better. You're 
not. They don't need your judgement. That's my realm. They need your mercy. They need 
my mercy. Remember the mercy I extended to you in your sin?” God had a lot to teach me 
that day at DMV. He said, “I want you to love mercy.” 

You see, God hated the empty religion of Israel and Judah because it was a merciless, empty 
religion. The leaders and many of the people, they didn't shepherd the people, they didn't care 
for the people, they didn’t reach out to help the people. They were fleecing. They saw the 
hardship around them, and they sought ways to exploit it. They looked down their nose as 
though, “We’re better than these people. We’re gonna get out of them what we can get out of 
them.” That's what they were doing. That’s what the religious people were doing. Micah 3 
verse 1: 

Then I said, 

“Listen, you leaders of Jacob, 
    you rulers of Israel. 
Should you not embrace justice, 
2     you who hate good and love evil; 
who tear the skin from my people 
    and the flesh from their bones; 
3 who eat my people’s flesh, 
    strip off their skin 
    and break their bones in pieces; 
who chop them up like meat for the pan, 
    like flesh for the pot?” 

4 Then they will cry out to the LORD, 
    but he will not answer them. 
At that time he will hide his face from them 
    because of the evil they have done. 

Now, the leaders of Israel and the others weren’t literally always chopping people up like flesh 
for the pot, but there was violence in the streets and they saw ahead that because of the 
people's violence and empty religion and sin and immorality and all that was going on that God 
was gonna bring judgment in the persons of the Assyrians and the Babylonians who in their 
destruction would chop people up with their swords and destroy them where they were. That 
day was coming. The people were living in these debauched conditions, and they weren’t doing 
anything to help them. Micah 6 verse 10: 

Am I still to forget your ill-gotten treasures, you wicked house, 
    and the short ephah, which is accursed? 

“You’re not only abusing these people, you’re ripping them off. You’re taking advantage of their 
poor education and everything else. You’re not being square in your business deal. Scams are 
happening all over the place.” 
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11 Shall I acquit someone with dishonest scales, 
    with a bag of false weights? 
12 Your rich people are violent; 
    your inhabitants are liars 
    and their tongues speak deceitfully. 
13 Therefore, I have begun to destroy you, 
    to ruin you because of your sins. 

They claimed to love God but they had no love or mercy for the people. They were like the self-
righteous people Jesus exposed in his parable in Luke 18 verse 9: 

To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone 
else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  

You couldn’t get more opposite ends of the scale: a Pharisee, Bible trained, wore the robes, the 
common people’s man of God; and a tax collector, a Jew working for the Romans, not only 
collecting taxes that were high and exorbitant but they were tacking extra on to line their own 
pockets using their own people for their own benefit, capitalizing on their misery. That was the 
tax collectors. 

11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like 
other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I 
fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 

13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, 
but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. 
For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” 

Jesus loved sinners and am I ever glad because I am one. He’s forgiven me. He’s had mercy on 
me because “sinners are like sheep without a shepherd,” he said. It's interesting. Whenever 
Jesus got around sinners, he always extended mercy and grace to them. He called them out for 
their sin, but he was always ready to help and the religious people criticized him for doing that. 

Do you remember Matthew 9 verse 9:  

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s 
booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 

10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners 
came and ate with him and his disciples. 

It must have been a motley crew, man. Matthew hung out with some rough folks. They all 
showed up for dinner and Jesus was there. 

11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat 
with tax collectors and sinners?” 
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12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 
13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

People, we are always to insulate but not isolate. We are to insulate ourselves from the sin. 
We’re not to participate with them in that, ever. But we’re not to isolate ourselves from people 
who are lost in sin. We’re not to look down our noses at people who are lost in that sin as 
though somehow we are better than they are. Do you know the difference between me and all 
of those tragic lives at the DMV? Jesus is the difference. God extended mercy to me, and now 
he wants to use me to extend mercy to others, his mercy. We are never to join them in their sin. 
We are to show them a sinless God who is ready to save them.  

I think it was Tony Campolo who once said: 

If you have a hard time picturing Jesus hanging out and showing mercy to drug dealers 
and prostitutes and homosexuals and liars and adulterers and sinners, it shows just how 
far from the heart of God you have actually fallen.  

God saved us by his great mercy so Paul told Titus in Chapter 3 verse 3: 

At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of 
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one 
another. 4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, 
not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us 
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on 
us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his 
grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 

Hate sin, love the sinner. Nobody did it better than Jesus, and no one showed more mercy than 
he did. Now, it's not surprising that he wants to show that mercy through us.  

A good question to ask from of time to time is, Do I live and love a life of mercy towards lost 
people or is my worship becoming empty religion? Not only act justly and love mercy, but thirdly, 
those who truly worship God walk humbly with God. Micah said: 

8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
    And what does the LORD require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
    and to walk humbly with your God. 

Karla and I have been on a lot of public school field trips with our kids over the years. I 
anticipate, Lord willing, that we might have more field trips in the future with grandkids. I don’t  
know what God's got in mind. On one trip I was on we went to the Año Nuevo State Reserve on 
the California coast south of San Francisco.  

The kids were going out to the beach that day to see the sea lions and other creatures that 
gather on the shore in great numbers. They were squirrely and excited and running all over the 
place. They weren’t listening. They weren’t staying on the path. They were running where 
they’re not supposed to be going so finally the ranger stops them. He calls all the kids together. 
This is what he says to them, “Kids I want you to stay in line right behind me. We’re gonna walk 
down to the beach. I don't want you to touch anything. I want to walk with me, stay in line behind 
me, and do not run.” 

One kid said, “I don’t wanna stay on the path.” 
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The ranger said, “That’s up to you, but we’re about to enter one of the largest poison oak groves 
in the reserve. If you walk with me you'll be okay. If you don't, I hope you brought a lot of 
Benadryl.”  

You have never seen a more humble, compliant, obedient group of kids in your life, an instant 
transformation. That ranger started to a walk down this narrow path to the beach, and these kids 
are right behind him. They are all looking left and right. They're looking right at him. They're not 
touching anything. They're not making any noise. They're not off the path. They got their eyes 
locked on this guy because they knew they needed him to get through that grove of poison oak. 
They needed him. That’s the way God wants us to walk with him every day, like we’re following 
the ranger through a narrow path of poison oak. Our eyes are on him, and we’re not willing to 
stray off the path. We admit our need, and we’re walking humbly with God. 

8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
    And what does the LORD require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
    and to walk humbly with your God. 

Proverbs 14:12, one of the verses I learned early on in my Christian life, along with John 3:16 
and a few others, says this, “There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to 
death.” You see, we don’t naturally go running off the path going our own way because we think 
we’re gonna die. We go running off the path because we think it's better. We go running off the 
path because we think we know the way, we think we know what we want, we think we know 
what’s better than God knows. We want what we want, so we head off that path. You’d be crazy 
not to do what God says otherwise, but you come to think that your way’s better so that's why 
you go off the path.  

We saw last time from the prophet Jonah what that can get you when you want to go your own 
way instead of God's way. You can end up counting fish ribs from the inside. We think our way 
is better than God's way, but it never is. It never is better. God wants his children to stay on the 
path with him, to walk humbly with him, acknowledging our love for him and how much we need 
him.  

The people of Micah's day had an interesting approach to following God. It went something like 
this: “We’re gonna do what we want when we want, and we’re gonna do it all in the name of 
God. When we foul things up and things get a bit too painful, we’re gonna come back to God 
and ask him to help us out of this mess. In order to get God to respond to us, we’re gonna give 
him what he wants. We’re gonna be back at church, we’re gonna read our Bible again, we’re 
gonna say our prayers, we’re gonna rededicate our lives.” Sound familiar? That's why Micah 
said in Chapter 6 verse 6: 

With what shall I come before the LORD 
    and bow down before the exalted God? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with ten thousand rivers of olive oil? 
Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 

What is it gonna take to get God to respond to my empty religion? To get me out of this mess I 
keep creating? 

8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
    And what does the LORD require of you? 
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To act justly and to love mercy 
    and to walk humbly with your God. 

People, when we do anything less, that's not humility. That’s the epitome of pride to think that 
we can do however we please and we can buy God off with a bride. You cannot barter with 
God. How do you strike a deal with someone who doesn't need anything and already owns 
everything? In fact, the only thing you can offer God is the only thing he may not have -- you 
and your wholehearted devotion to him. In the end, that's what it means to walk humbly with 
God, that you seek him only and you’re offering him yourself, all that you are, all that you have, 
all of the time. 

What would a world be like if we were all doing that? It would be as Micah described it will be 
when Jesus comes again and everybody is surrendered to him completely, all people, all 
nations, all tribes, all languages. In Micah Chapter 4, Micah gives us a glimpse of what Christ's 
kingdom is gonna look like on earth in that millennial reign when Jesus comes again. Micah 4 
verse 1: 

In the last days 

the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established 
    as the highest of the mountains; 
it will be exalted above the hills, 
    and peoples will stream to it. 

You won’t be able to keep people away from God. 

2 Many nations will come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
    to the temple of the God of Jacob. 
He will teach us his ways, 
    so that we may walk in his paths.” 

The whole world is gonna know that God’s ways are right. 

The law will go out from Zion, 
    the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
3 He will judge between many peoples 
    and will settle disputes for strong nations far and wide. 
They will beat their swords into plowshares 
    and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up sword against nation, 
    nor will they train for war anymore. 
4 Everyone will sit under their own vine 
    and under their own fig tree, 
and no one will make them afraid, 
    for the LORD Almighty has spoken. 
5 All the nations may walk 
    in the name of their gods, 
but we will walk in the name of the LORD 
    our God for ever and ever. 

Amen? Amen. 
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A good thing to ask from time to time is, Am I walking humbly with my God in full surrender to 
him or am I really just living out empty religion?  

We were reminded a few months ago in our discipling campaign “The Living Church” that we 
don't just go to church, we are the church. Jesus Christ is actually living in us, and now we are 
to be his visible presence to the world.  

Chuck Colson in his book The Body was describing the experience of Richard Halverson. 
Richard Halverson was the former pastor of Fourth Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C., a  
very influential church at the nation’s capital and he was former Senate chaplain. He was telling 
about a time when Dick Halverson was flying back to Washington one day at dusk. He said: 

Since the approach path of Washington's National Airport happened to pass directly over 
Fourth Presbyterian Church, Dick pressed his face against the window to catch a 
glimpse of the building from the air, but everything on the ground was shrouded in the 
shadows falling over the city as the sun set and Dick could not find his church.  

He leaned back in his seat watching the fast approaching Washington skyline -- always 
an inspiring sight. As his eyes followed the Potomac River, Dick could see the 
skyscrapers of Rosslyn just across the Key Bridge from Georgetown. Then in the 
distance to the left, the White House, the lights of the Labor Department, the distant glow 
of the capitol dome.  

As he stared out the window, he began mentally ticking off the names of members of his 
congregation who worked in those office buildings and government bureaus, disciples he 
had equipped to live their faith, and suddenly it hit him, “Of course,” he blurted out much 
to the alarm of the passenger sitting next to him in the seat. “Of course, there it is, Fourth 
Presbyterian Church.” The church isn’t marked by a sanctuary or a steeple, the church 
was spread throughout Washington in the homes and neighborhoods and offices below 
him, thousands of points of light illuminating the darkness.  

That's the way the church should look in the world today, the people of God: one body 
with many different parts spread throughout every arena of life, 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week doing even greater things than Christ himself for he has multiplied his 
presence through all of us.  

That's what God's people have always intended to be doing in Micah's day and in our day. 
Instead they had fallen prey to an empty religion that only made things worse, so Mica said, 
“Leave the folly of empty religion and be and do what God has always wanted.” 

8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
    And what does the LORD require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
    and to walk humbly with your God. 

By the way, the name Micah means “who is like God.” In the end, Micah gave us the answer. 
We are to be like God in the world where God is living his life out in us and through us for all to 
see. That’s the essence of true religion: Christ in us, his glory shining, our lives not empty, filled 
with the power and presence of Jesus Christ. 

Father, thank you for these prophets who thundered your word at times when it was desperately 
needed. Today, your word is desperately needed across our land. Your church is to be the 
prophet’s voice, the prophetable church, living and declaring your presence in a way that all 
nations may see and hear and believe.  
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Thank you for this reminder, God, that it’s never enough to be spiritual or religious or just go 
through the motions. That is the folly of empty religion. What you really desire of us is that we 
would act justly, we would love mercy, and we would walk humbly with you. Thank you for the 
many people in our church to do just that every day, and through their lives you are continuing 
to make your glory known. And we thank you. In your precious name, Amen. 


