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Numbers 21:4-9; John 3:14-18 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Remember the One Who is 
Lifted Up 

 
Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning 
into this week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I 
hope it will be a great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to 
strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement 
for your weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church 
in your community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and 
teachers who can speak into your lives. We also realize that around the world there are places 
where there is no local church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great 
encouragement to you and anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and 
to share with in this message. Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it 
will be a great blessing in your life. 

If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would. We’re gonna be looking 
at two passages today, one in the Old Testament and one in the New, Numbers 21 verses 4-9 
and then John Chapter 3 verses 14 to 18 in a message called “Remembering the One Who 
Was Lifted Up.”  

When Moses led the children of Israel out of Egypt, they traveled together in the desert. God 
supplied for them in powerful ways, but they lost their faith in God. They lost their faith in Moses. 
They began to grumble and complain. They were basically rebelling against God. God sent a 
powerful judgment of poisonous snakes that came upon the people and started biting them. 
People were dying by the hundreds. The solution that God raised up for their problem was not 
what they suggested but it worked. Jesus used that Old Testament story to help us to 
understand the meaning of his death on the cross. In Numbers 21 verse 4, here's how Moses 
related that experience: 

They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But 
the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and 
said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no 
bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!” 

This must have been a really great group to ride along in a minivan with for a few hundred 
miles. 

6 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many 
Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke 
against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from 
us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 

8 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is 
bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a 
pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they 
lived. 
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In John Chapter 3, Jesus said in verse 14: 

Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 
lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in 
him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already 
because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Lord, it would be good for us at some time in each of our lives to have a snake bitten moment in 
the desert where we came to realize that our sin has a consequence and that our sin is killing 
us, and we cannot save ourselves. We need an intercessor. We need someone to save and to 
realize that the one who was lifted up is the means of our salvation. 

Today, Lord, as we come to this table of remembrance, we are here to remember the one who 
was lifted up, the one who is the Savior of the world, the one to whom we can still look by faith 
and be saved. Thank you, God, for all that you'll show us today. May our hearts be open. We 
pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen.  

You may remember in the fall of 2010 when billions of people around the globe were captivated 
by the story of the Chilean miners that were trapped 2,000 feet underground through solid rock 
in a mine that had collapsed. Thirty-three men desperate. The collapse of the main tunnel had 
sealed their exit and thrust them into survival mode. They ate two spoonfuls of tuna, a sip of 
milk, and a morsel of peaches every other day for two months, and they prayed for someone to 
save them.  

Max Lucado in his book called Grace said: 

On the surface above, the Chilean rescue team worked around-the-clock consulting with 
NASA, meeting with experts. They designed a 13 foot tall capsule and drilled first a 
communication hole then an excavation tunnel. There was no guarantee of success. No 
one had ever been trapped underground this long and lived to tell about it. Now 
someone has. 

On October 13, 2010, the men began to emerge, slapping high-fives, and leading victory 
chants. One at a time, a grandfather, a 44-year-old who was planning a wedding, a 19-
year-old, one by one, all with different stories, but all had made the same decision. They 
trusted someone else to save them. No one returned the rescue offer with a declaration 
of independence. “I don't need you. I can get out of here on my own. Just gimme 
another drill.”  

They had stared at the stone tomb long enough to reach the unanimous opinion, We 
need help. We need someone to penetrate this world and pull us out. When the rescue 
capsule came, every single one climbed in. 

The Israelites had to learn that lesson in the desert with Moses. It's a lesson that every one of 
us on planet earth has to learn, that we are all trapped in sin with a barrier between us and God 
more powerful, more thick, more impenetrable than 2,000 feet of solid rock. We are separated 
from God, and no one can save themselves. We need someone to make a way. We need 
someone to penetrate our world and to save us. That Savior for the Israelites and for us is God 
himself. When Jesus described the meaning of the cross as the way of salvation, he likened it to 
Moses and the bronze snake in the wilderness. John 3 verse 14: 
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Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 
lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him. 

You see, the reference was to the events we just read about in Numbers 21, verses 4 to 9. The 
people lost faith in God. They lost faith in Moses. They began to look at their circumstance and 
lose their faith in God, so they grumbled against him. They were rebelling against God. They 
were accusing God of leading them astray, of not knowing what he was doing, that they had a 
better way. Their sin brought judgment in the form of poisonous snakes who began to crawl into 
the camp and bite hundreds and hundreds of people who began to die. Numbers 21 verse 6: 

Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many 
Israelites died. 

The people began to recognize that it was their sin that had brought the judgment upon them 
and that they could do nothing to save themselves. So they came to Moses and they asked him 
to intercede with God to help them, take the snakes away. Numbers 21 verse 7: 

The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and 
against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed 
for the people. 

God heard Moses, but the solution to their problem was not what they expected and it was not 
what they asked for. Numbers 21 verse 8: 

The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is 
bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a 
pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they 
lived. 

Warren Wiersbe in his commentary on John said: 

The Israelites had a serpent problem. In the camp of Israel, the solution to the serpent 
problem was not in killing the serpents, making medicine, pretending they weren't there, 
passing anti-serpent laws, or climbing the pole yourself. The answer was in looking by 
faith at the uplifted servant.  

Communion reminds us that all of humanity has a sin problem, and it is killing us. Paul told the 
Romans in Romans 3, “All of us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” In Romans 6 
that “The wage of sin is death,” and in Romans 5, “Death spread to all men because all sinned.” 
Every time someone dies we are reminded we have a sin problem. The solution to the sin 
problem is not more religion; it is not getting baptized or taking communion. The solution to the 
sin problem is not in good works or pretending sin doesn't exist or passing more anti-sin laws. 
The solution is to look by faith to him who is lifted up on the cross who is dying there for your sin 
and mine and the sin of the world. John 3 verse 14: 

Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 
lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him. 

Salvation comes to those who by faith look to the one who is lifted up. Who is the lifted up one 
who alone can save us? It is Jesus. Jesus is the one who is lifted up to save us from our sins. 

In John Chapter 3, we have one of the most powerful accounts anywhere in the New Testament 
of a man who was very devout and very religious who had no hope of ever seeing the kingdom 
of God. His name was Nicodemus, and Jesus related his stories. He came to him one night in 
John Chapter 3 verse 1: 
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Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish 
ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if 
God were not with him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless 
they are born again.” 

4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they 
cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 
Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must 
be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you 
cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of 
the Spirit.” 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 
11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have 
seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of 
earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of 
heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came 
from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the 
wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes 
may have eternal life in him.” 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in 
him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already 
because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.  

It was the most important moment in Nicodemus’ life. It was the most important moment in my 
life. It is the most important moment in everyone's life, the moment that they realize they're lost 
in sin and sin brings death, and that they are powerless to do anything to save themselves, the 
moment they realize they are separated from God and need a Savior, someone to save them 
before they are separated from God forever.  

Nicodemus was by all accounts a sincere, devout, good, and very religious man. He was a Bible 
trained man. He was in the ministry. He was a member of the Jewish ruling council. By most 
everyone's estimation, if there was anyone who was right with God, anyone who was religious, 
anyone who was spiritual, anyone who knew the Bible, anyone who was living it out, anyone 
who was devout, anyone who was gonna see the kingdom of God, it was Nicodemus which 
made Jesus’ statement to him so shocking and life-changing. He told them in verse 3: 

Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they 
are born again.” 

 



Page 5 of 8 

“Nicodemus, you are religious. You are spiritual. You are devout. You are a good man. 
You’re Bible trained. You’re doing everything you’re taught to do, and I'm telling you you 
are not even going to see the kingdom of God unless you are born again. Nicodemus, 
neither you nor anyone else who tries to get there in their own religious efforts or their 
own goodness or their own spirituality or their own baptism or their own communion or 
whatever it is, they're not gonna make it. They’re not even going to see the kingdom of 
God.”  

Nicodemus was totally confused, “Born again? He said in verse 4: 

“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

Jesus tells him, “You don’t need another physical birth. You’re born of the water. You're 
born of the flesh. What you need, Nicodemus, is to be born of the Spirit. Only the Spirit 
can make your dead spirit alive. You need to be born again. You need to be born from 
above. You need to be made spiritually new. Your dead spirit needs to come alive.” 
John 3 verse 5: 

“Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of 
water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 
7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’  

“Nicodemus, you know the wind. You’ve never seen it, but you know the wind is real, 
don’t you? You hear its sound. It moves the trees. It blows the papers across the ground. 
It tousle’s your wife’s hair. You’ve never seen the wind, but you know it's real and you 
know when it's there. It's the same way when you're born of the Spirit. You don't see him, 
but you know when it happens. It’s real. Nicodemus, you are spiritually dead. Sin has 
separated you from God, and all your goodness and all your religion can’t save you.” 

Nicodemus asks in verse 9: 

“How can this be?” 

“It's counter opposed to everything I’ve been taught. Surely I’ve gotta do something. Religion 
isn’t enough? Being good isn’t enough? How can this be? If I’m to be born again, how is it to 
happen?” 

Jesus tells him, “You have to believe. You have to look to the one who was lifted up.” 
Verse 14: 

Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 
lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in 
him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already 
because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.  

People ask me regularly, “How could a good God send anybody to hell?”  

I tell them, “He doesn’t. He doesn’t have to. We’re all on our way to hell naturally because all of 
us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” We are separated from God because of that 
sin. If we die with that sin still in our life we’re gonna be separated from God forever. God 
doesn’t have to send us there, we’re already condemned and on our way all on our own. God 
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would have been perfectly just to let us go; just like he would have been perfectly just to let 
them die in the wilderness. But God so loved the world he didn’t let us go. He gave us his one 
and only Son to be lifted up on a cross. There with no sin of his own he took my sin and yours 
upon himself and he died with it in our place. Now God is free to come and to rescue those who 
believe in him. We’re all on our way to hell, but he’s saving people who believe, those who will 
look to the one who was lifted up. That’s how we’re saved. 

Warren Wiersbe once wrote, “The difference between perishing and living and between 
condemnation and salvation is faith in Jesus Christ.” Jesus could well have come to this world 
as a judge and destroyed every rebellious sinner, but in love he came to this world as our 
Savior, and he died for us on the cross. He became the uplifted serpent. The serpent in Moses’ 
day brought physical life to dying Jews, but Jesus Christ gives eternal life to anyone who trusts 
in him. That's why Jesus would say later in John 12 verse 32, “When I am lifted up from the 
earth will draw all people to myself.” 

That word “lifted up” is a word of dual meaning. “Lifted up” was a term Jesus used to describe 
his death on a cross. In fact, in John 12 verse 33 John said, “It was a term used by Jesus to 
describe the kind of death he was going to die.” “Lifted up” was synonymous with death on a 
cross,” but “lifted up” also means “exalted or glorified.” Jesus was glorified and brought glory to 
the Father through his obedience in death on a cross.  

When Jesus described to Nicodemus, “You must believe in the one who is lifted up, for the 
Son of man must be lifted up as the snake was lifted up in the wilderness.” Jesus is telling 
Nicodemus, “When I am lifted up on the cross to die for you and to bring glory to the 
Father, look to me by faith and you will be saved. Then you'll be born again. Then you will 
see the kingdom of God.” We all need to look to the one who was lifted up in order to be 
saved. All of us. 

I was reading this last week another account by Warren Wiersbe, who was a pastor in 
Nebraska. He’s been on the radio for years. He wrote so many books. He was writing about the 
conversion of a young boy who would go on to be one of the greatest expository preachers of all 
time, a young man who was saved when he looked to the one who was lifted up. He said: 

On January 6, 1850, a snowstorm almost crippled the city of Colchester, England. A 
teenage boy was unable to get to church that he usually attended, so he made his way 
to a nearby primitive Methodist chapel where an ill-prepared layman was substituting for 
the absent preacher who could not make it because of the snow.  

He chose a Bible text that morning, Isaiah 45 verse 22, which in the King James reads 
like this, “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth.” “Look unto me and 
be saved.” 

For many months, this young teenager had been miserable and under deep conviction. 
He had been reared in the church. Both his father and his grandfather were preachers. 

People, you cannot inherit the kingdom of God through your parents or your grandparents. You 
can't get into heaven because you come from a family that’s religious. This young man had a 
great heritage and he was lost, separated from God in his sin, and he knew it.  

The unprepared substitute minister that day didn't have a lot to say, so he kept reading 
the verse over and over:  “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth.” 
“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth.” Then he decided he would 
expand a bit and he shouted “Anyone can look! A child can look!” He didn’t know what 
else to say. 
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About that time he saw the visitor sitting to one side. He did not recognize him. He knew 
it was his first time. He looked right at the boy, the young man – 

Can you imagine doing this in church? 

and he said to him, “Young man, you look miserable. Look to Christ and be saved.” And 
he did. That's how the great preacher Charles Haddon Spurgeon became a Christian. 

Spurgeon went on to become pastor of the great Baptist Tabernacle in London where 
thousands upon thousands of people came to Christ during his leadership under the 
ministry of a man who told the people, “Do not look to yourselves. Do not look to religion. 
Do not look to good works. Do not look to your own efforts. You are hopelessly lost and 
only one can save. You look to the one who is lifted up on a cross. He is the Savior of 
the world.  

What about you? Do you realize that sin is killing you and if it isn't forgiven you'll be separated 
from God forever? That's the truth. But God so loved the world he gave his one and only Son 
and whoever believes in him would not perish but have eternal life. We can't save ourselves. 
Only God can save us and he has and he will if we are looking to Jesus, the one who was lifted 
up on the cross. Paul told the Ephesian church in Ephesians 2 verse 1: 

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live 
when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 

That was you. That was me. 
3 All of us -- 

All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and 
following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 
4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with 
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.  
6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches 
of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 
9 not by works, so that no one can boast.  

Communion is our reminder of the death of Jesus, a death he took in our place. Eating this meal 
will not make you a Christian. It won't get your sins forgiven. It won't earn you any grace. It won't 
get you into heaven, but eating this meal the way Jesus intended will bring us all face-to-face 
again with the reality of how dead we are in sin, but how alive we are now because of Jesus. 
We have a lot to be thankful for. If you’re a Christian today, you'll have an eternity to thank him 
for what he's done.  

Jesus said, “This bread is my body. This cup is my blood. It's given for you. So now, 
whenever you eat it, remember me, the one who is lifted up.”  

Lord, we owe you everything. How can this be? How can sinners lost to you forever be so 
miraculously saved? It is by looking to the one who is lifted up. Thank you, Jesus, for paying our 
price. Thank you we can't work for this or earn it. We have to accept what you have said. And 
when we believe and we look to you, Jesus, we are saved.  
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There are some here today, Lord, who need to receive you into their lives right now. There are 
others of us who may have been Christians a while, but we’ve got things in our life that aren’t 
right, and we know it. We’ve gotta confess these and get them right with you today. We can’t go 
another day living in disobedience. There's some here today who have just come to worship, 
but whatever it is, God, help us to remember the one who was lifted up and we'll thank you. In 
your precious name, Amen. 


