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June 8, 2014 
Nahum 1:1-10 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Nahum-The Almighty Power 
of God 

 
Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning 
into this week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I 
hope it will be a great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to 
strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement 
for your weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church 
in your community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and 
teachers who can speak into your lives. We also realize that around the world there are places 
where there is no local church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great 
encouragement to you and anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and 
to share with in this message. Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it 
will be a great blessing in your life. 

If you have you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to the book of 
Nahum in the Old Testament, probably one of the least known books of the Bible much less the 
Old Testament. That's because Naomi is a book about judgment, three chapters all about 
judgment, but in the midst of that judgment is real hope for people who have learned to put their 
trust in God.  

Many people do not like books like Nahum. They make us feel a little unsettled. It doesn't seem 
to fit in the world that we have today, but Nahum’s message is as relevant today as it was the 
day he was asked to preach it to the Ninevites. You remember, over a hundred years prior to 
Nahum’s day, Jonah was sent to Nineveh with a message of repentance. He didn’t want to go. 
He wanted the Assyrians to get beat up and judged by God for their cruelty. Now, over a 
hundred years later, God raises up Nahum to send him with that very message of judgment.  

The Assyrians didn’t learn. They repented at the beginning, but it wasn't passed on. Their nation 
became increasingly cruel, and this was part of the message that God had Nahum speak to 
them. Chapter 1 verse 1: 

A prophecy concerning Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. 

2 The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; 
    the LORD takes vengeance and is filled with wrath. 
The LORD takes vengeance on his foes 
    and vents his wrath against his enemies. 
3 The LORD is slow to anger but great in power; 
    the LORD will not leave the guilty unpunished. 
His way is in the whirlwind and the storm, 
    and clouds are the dust of his feet. 
4 He rebukes the sea and dries it up; 
    he makes all the rivers run dry. 
Bashan and Carmel wither 
    and the blossoms of Lebanon fade. 
5 The mountains quake before him 
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    and the hills melt away. 
The earth trembles at his presence, 
    the world and all who live in it. 
6 Who can withstand his indignation? 
    Who can endure his fierce anger? 
His wrath is poured out like fire; 
    the rocks are shattered before him. 

7 The LORD is good, 
    a refuge in times of trouble. 
He cares for those who trust in him, 
8     but with an overwhelming flood 
he will make an end of Nineveh; 
    he will pursue his foes into the realm of darkness. 

9 Whatever they plot against the LORD 
    he will bring to an end; 
    trouble will not come a second time. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

God, these are powerful words, and we need you to give us ears today that are open to hear, 
hearts to believe. We need to know, God, that this is a message not just to the Ninevites or to 
Judah, but to us. For no matter what we face in this world, no matter how great our trials, we 
need to know that you’re God Almighty working, bringing about your plans and your purposes, 
fulfilling every promise you have made. Give us that assurance of victory today because the 
God we serve like Nahum is the God who is Almighty and we'll thank you. In your precious 
name, Amen. 

It was the summer of 1993. My family and I were at Gull Lake in north-central Minnesota staying 
at a cabin that my wife's uncle had there. I had a chance to witness something I had never seen 
before, a tornado close enough you thought you could touch it. When tornadoes form, usually 
they form out of clouds that are really different. You who are from the Midwest had probably 
seen it many times, but I hadn’t. The clouds got really dark, I mean super dark. Then when you 
looked up they began to swirl, not just move, but swirl in patterns cross the sky. 

As we stood in the living room of that cabin and looked out across the lake, we saw those 
swirling clouds suddenly drop a funnel down on the distant shore and hit that shore and come 
out across the water. It was sucking up water all across the lake as it went. When it hit the 
opposite shore, a boat dock exploded and splintered, and it threw boats all over like they were 
toys. That funnel cloud went up the bank, reached a beautiful lake home that was there, tore the 
roof off and suck the contents out leaving just a shell with nothing inside not even touching the 
house next door.  

The funnel cloud went up over the house, dropped back down, and tore through that hardwood 
forest like a mower through a lawn throwing trees aside like matchsticks. Afterwards, when we 
came out to see the devastation, one of the neighbors looked at that and said, “Wow, what an 
awesome display of the power of nature. 

I said, “No, what you've just seen is an awesome display of the power of God. He holds those 
powers in his hands.” 
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Psalm 135 verse 5 says: 

I know that the LORD is great, 
    that our Lord is greater than all gods. 
6 The LORD does whatever pleases him, 
    in the heavens and on the earth, 
    in the seas and all their depths. 
7 He makes clouds rise from the ends of the earth; 
    he sends lightning with the rain 
    and brings out the wind from his storehouses. 

God is Almighty, a power and a person to be reckoned with. He is gracious. He is loving. He is 
kind. He is forgiving, but he is holy and he is awesome. All the forces of nature are at his 
control. They don't begin to describe the fullness of the power of God. That's the lesson that the 
Ninevites needed to learn, the Israelites needed to learn, and you and I need to learn as well.  

Nahum was a man called by God to deliver a message of judgment and destruction to Nineveh 
more than 100 years after Jonah preached his message of repentance. Not a lot is known about 
Nahum. He was born in the ancient city of Elkosh. He was an Elkoshite which in Jesus day that 
village became known as Capernaum: “Kfar-Nahum.” Kfar “village,” Nahum “the village of 
Nahum.” It was the village from where he was from. It became Jesus’ second home on the north 
shore of the Sea of Galilee. 

He preached this message about 630 BC when Assyrian power was at its peak. The repentance 
under Jonah's preaching was not passed on to future Assyrian generations. They became a 
cruel, sinful, vile, and wicked people ripe for judgment.  

You remember in our teaching of Jonah that the capital of the Assyrian Empire had become 
synonymous with power. They believed they had an invincible city because they had an 
invincible army and they had invincible gods. Twice previously, Assyrians had flexed their 
muscle against Israel conquering the Northern kingdom in Israel in 722 BC and then coming up 
to invade Judah in 701. When God raised up Nahum, Israel was still shaking in their sandals 
over the threat of Assyrian aggression. 

But God sent Nahum to tell the Jews, “Don't you worry about Nineveh because Nineveh and its 
King and its army and its people are all about to be completely destroyed. There was a lesson in 
this not just for Nineveh, but for Israel and for us because no matter what you are facing, no 
matter how distant God may seem, no matter how wicked your sins, no matter how much you 
have gone through, no matter what challenges you face, we need to realize today as Nahum 
and as Israel did that we have a God who is almighty, all powerful, all good. He can be trusted. 
It may not always look like he's in charge, but he is. Don't be fooled. All who trust in him will 
never be disappointed because, as Nahum tells us, the people of God have assurance of victory 
because our God is almighty in power.  

How does this almighty power assure us of victory? Nahum tells us he has the power to destroy 
all who defy him, and he has the power to save all who trust him. We have assurance of victory 
because God has the power to destroy all who defy him. Never underestimate God's power. 

You may have seen the video that was in the news. Certainly you may have seen it online about 
the cat that chased the pit bull away after that dog bit that little kid. Do you remember seeing 
that on TV? Man, when I saw that thing I thought, I haven't seen a cat like that since my old cat 
Fluffy.  
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Serious! Fluffy was a harmless-looking old cat till she met a dog. I remember the time a big 
German Shepherd came into our New England backyard. We had no fences. All kinds of critters 
roamed through there. I had never seen this German Shepherd anywhere in the neighborhood. 
A big old dog. He came into the yard, and he spotted Fluffy sleeping in a ball on the back porch. 
That dog began sneaking up on Fluffy thinking he’s gonna have some fun with this cat. I'm 
standing there watching this from across the yard. I thought, Dog, you might want to rethink that. 
You don’t know who you’re messing with.  

Well, he got closer and closer and finally he got too close. Fluffy popped open an eye, saw that 
dog, and quicker than he could blink she was on him. All four paws out with claws extended she 
latched on the face of that dog like a mask. She's scratching his eyes, clawing up his face. That 
dog was a bloody mess when she got done. He shook her off. That dog went running out of the 
yard, into a field, and Fluffy was right on his heels chasing him off the property. I had never seen 
that dog before, and I never saw him again. I thought to myself, Another neighborhood dog who 
learned a painful lesson: you don't mess with Fluffy. 

The Assyrians thought they were pretty tough stuff. They had invincible people. They had an 
invincible army, and they thought they had powerful gods. So they thought they were gonna 
come and mess with Judah the Southern kingdom. They had conquered so many other lands; 
now they're gonna come to mess with Judah and Judah’s God. What they had to learn was that 
you don't mess with this God because he's almighty. 

Humanly speaking, the Assyrian Empire was a force to be reckoned with. They had an 
impressive capital city and a powerful army. One hundred twenty thousand people lived 
downtown completely fortressed with walls 100 feet high, three chariot widths wide. When they 
put their siege walls up, that city was impenetrable. They had an army approaching 200,000 
strong, noted for its cruelty, discipline, and intimidation. Because they kept winning every battle 
they fought, they thought the God of Israel and Judah would be just like the rest: too weak or too 
uncaring. But there were about to learn God is love but he is not a pushover. 

Nahum wrote in verse 2: 

The LORD takes vengeance on his foes 
    and vents his wrath against his enemies. 
3 The LORD is slow to anger but great in power; 
    the LORD will not leave the guilty unpunished. 
His way is in the whirlwind and the storm, 
    and clouds are the dust of his feet. 
4 He rebukes the sea and dries it up; 
    he makes all the rivers run dry. 
Bashan and Carmel wither 
    and the blossoms of Lebanon fade. 
5 The mountains quake before him 
    and the hills melt away. 
The earth trembles at his presence, 
    the world and all who live in it. 
6 Who can withstand his indignation? 
    Who can endure his fierce anger? 
His wrath is poured out like fire; 
    the rocks are shattered before him. 
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He is a gracious and compassionate and forgiving and loving God. He's all those things, “but,” 
Nahum said, “he is jealous and avenging and full of wrath.” Verse 2: 

The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; 
    the LORD takes vengeance and is filled with wrath. 

That word “jealous” is a word describing a deep, fierce, protective jealousy. God is committed to 
defending his holiness and defending the people who trust in it. He is a jealous God in all the 
right ways. He is an avenging God. You know, we’re getting caught up today with all the 
Avengers stuff, the comic books coming back; we got Captain America and whatever the rest of 
them are from the Justice League. You ain’t ever seen an avenger like this one. God is 
awesome. In fact that word “avenging” is a judicial term. I love it because it describes a God 
who doles out justice and punishment wherever it is due. He is a perfect judge. He's never in 
error. He's never lenient. He's never overbearing. He never wrongly applies. Every time God 
judges he gets it right. That's why when you study the Scriptures and you see all the nations 
God wipes out and the judgments that he brings, you can be absolutely sure 100% of the time 
that God's judgment was perfect, just what was needed, at the right time, and was just because 
it was required. You and I don't judge like that, but God does. That's why Paul told the Romans 
in Romans 12 verse 17 that we are to leave all judgment to God: 

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 
18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take 
revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to 
avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.  

“He is a jealous God,” Nahum said. He is an avenging God, and he is filled with wrath. People 
don’t want to hear about this. They want the loving, kindness, forgiving of God but they don’t 
want to know he is a God full of wrath. This wrath is an intense, passionate, anger, and hatred 
for evil, for sin, for wickedness, for injustices and all it does to destroy what God’s created and 
all it does to hurt the people that God loves. God is not a hothead. He is slow to anger and 
abounding in love, but he will not leave the guilty unpunished.  

God doesn't reveal his jealous, avenging, and wrathful power to scare us but to make us realize 
the seriousness of sin and the rebellion in denying him and rejecting him cannot go unjudged. It 
was the wrath of God early on that made me understand my need for a Savior. If God does not 
have wrath against sin, he's no longer just. If someone unjustly harms my family and I'm not 
angered by that injustice in a desire to protect them and avenge that, there's something wrong 
with me. I'm not just. God is a just God. He’s full of wrath. That's why we all need Jesus so 
desperately. It’s what made me aware of my need for Jesus. You see, all of us have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God which is why Paul told the Ephesian church, “We are all by nature 
objects of wrath.” God has to pour out his wrath against the sin in our lives or he is not just. We 
are guilty of sin, and God cannot leave the guilty unpunished. But here's the good news in 
Ephesians 2 verse 4: 

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with 
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.  

You see, God's wrath against our sin was poured out on Jesus when he bore our sins on the 
cross. For lack of a better image, it’s like Jesus, who had no sin, could now take our sin upon 
himself. Like a huge sponge, he soaked up all the wrath of God that would've been dealt out 
against that sin and against me. He took it. He absorbed it all. In so doing, he preserved God's 
justice and he saved us. That's why Paul said that the gospel, the good news of salvation in 
Jesus, is the power of God to save. You remember in Romans 1 verse 16? 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel,  
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Paul wasn’t. I’m not. I know many of you aren’t. 

Not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.  

But if we deny God or defy God or refuse to submit to God, we bear the full weight of our sin 
alone, and the wrath of God against it. Everybody in this room is gonna meet God face-to-face. 
You can deny that. You can pretend it doesn't exist. You can say you're an atheist. You can say 
it’s just old-time religion. You're trying to scare us. That stuff’s antiquated. It isn't real, and you 
and everybody on this planet who says that will one day discover you were wrong. You will see 
God face-to-face. You’ll either face this God as your loving Father because your wrath was 
poured out on Jesus Christ and you’ve received Christ into your life, you been forgiven, and now 
your wrath has been dealt with. Now, you are received by a loving Father who poured that wrath 
out on Christ or you'll face that God alone in your sin and all the wrath of God that is just against 
that sin will be poured out on you before you are sent away forever in a Christless eternity. 

Now, people, I have to ask you, Honestly is there anybody here that wants to face God in their 
sin alone with no Savior and have to deal with that wrath in that moment and for eternity? That's 
what's waiting. That’s why Satan doesn't want people to preach about the wrath of God, and 
there may be many of you here who will never come back to this church because you want to 
go where it's all loving and kind and all of that. God's all those things, but I’ll tell you this, I don't 
want anybody to ever leave this church without hearing the truth that God is a loving, 
compassionate, kind, and forgiving God, but he is jealous and avenging and full of wrath. You 
either have Jesus as your Savior or you’re gonna face that wrath on your own. Jesus is our 
Savior. He took our wrath. That's why it says in Hebrews 10 verse 26: 

If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no 
sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that 
will consume the enemies of God.  

You see, the Ninevites defied God. They exalted themselves. They promoted their false gods. 
They defamed the name of the Almighty. They increased in their wickedness and the 
impression of God's people, so God destroyed them. In 612 BC, just years after Nahum’s 
prophecy, the Babylonians ransacked Nineveh, and the devastation left behind was total. In 
fact, Nahum Chapter 2 and 3 gives a description of the destruction of Nineveh by the 
Babylonians. People, this is graphic. It's hard to even imagine these things. You wouldn’t want 
to watch this in a move. Here’s just a little sample that I think is appropriate for where we are. 
Nahum Chapter 3 verse 1: 

Woe to the city of blood, 
    full of lies, 
full of plunder, 
    never without victims! 
2 The crack of whips, 
    the clatter of wheels, 
galloping horses 
    and jolting chariots! 
3 Charging cavalry, 
    flashing swords 
    and glittering spears! 
Many casualties, 
    piles of dead, 
bodies without number, 
    people stumbling over the corpses— 
4 all because of the wanton lust of a prostitute, 
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    alluring, the mistress of sorceries, 
who enslaved nations by her prostitution 
    and peoples by her witchcraft. 

5 “I am against you,” declares the LORD Almighty. 
    “I will lift your skirts over your face. 
I will show the nations your nakedness 
    and the kingdoms your shame. 
6 I will pelt you with filth, 
    I will treat you with contempt 
    and make you a spectacle. 
7 All who see you will flee from you and say, 
    ‘Nineveh is in ruins—who will mourn for her?’ 
    Where can I find anyone to comfort you?” 

God is gracious and slow to anger, but when his judgment falls, his judgment is complete. The 
Ninevites thought they could live in defiance of God without any consequence, and they were 
wrong. Let no one be deceived. When you have nations like China and the Sudan and some 
places in the Middle East and India and Pakistan and so many others where Islam is on the rise 
and Hinduism oppresses Christianity and is against the Jews and against God's people, when 
communism rises up and seeks with a militant atheism to keep people from coming to this God, 
the God of the nations, the God Almighty, you can be absolutely sure of this: those nations and 
those peoples will either one day bow before Jesus Christ or they will be destroyed. God is 
almighty. He is a jealous, avenging, and wrathful God. He will be sure that his people are 
vindicated. We are to trust God Almighty to listen and obey him, to live with the assurance that 
the victory he promises the faithful is secure because he has the power to destroy all who defy 
him. Chapter 1 verse 6 Nahum asked: 

Who can withstand his indignation? 
    Who can endure his fierce anger? 
His wrath is poured out like fire; 
    the rocks are shattered before him. 

Not only the power to destroy, but we have assurance of victory because God has the power to 
save all who trust in him. Nahum put it like this in verse 7: 

The LORD is good, 
    a refuge in times of trouble. 
He cares for those who trust in him, 
8     but with an overwhelming flood 
he will make an end of Nineveh; 
    he will pursue his foes into the realm of darkness. 

9 Whatever they plot against the LORD 
    he will bring to an end; 
    trouble will not come a second time. 
10 They will be entangled among thorns 
    and drunk from their wine; 
    they will be consumed like dry stubble. 

“They will be consumed like dry stubble.” We are never to doubt God's goodness and that we 
are to be on his side because he's on ours if we trust in him.  
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If you’ve ever been to Washington D.C., you walk down C Street and you’ll see some pretty 
impressive buildings. If you go far enough on C Street you'll see the State Department. I was 
reading about a tourist who was in Washington D.C. for the first time, unfamiliar with the 
surroundings, walking down C Street. A passerby went by and they simply asked him, “Excuse 
me. Which side is the State Department on?” 

Their answer was, “Ours, I think.” Very interesting response. 

You know, sometimes we see the stuff that the powers at be are doing and we wonder, Are they 
really on our side? Can we really trust them? Sometimes we see the stuff that God does or 
allows and people wonder the same thing, Is he really on our side? Can we really trust him? 
The people of Israel had seen Assyrian oppression before. The Northern kingdom was in 
captivity, and Assyrian might had already threatened Judah before. Even now, the people 
wandered if God would deal with their enemy and help them. Nahum not only had a message of 
judgment for Nineveh, but he had a message of hope for all who trust in this God.  

Nahum reminded Judah to trust God because he has the power to save all who trust in him. In 
verse 7 he wrote: 

The LORD is good, 
    a refuge in times of trouble. 
He cares for those who trust in him, 
8     but with an overwhelming flood 
he will make an end of Nineveh; 
    he will pursue his foes into the realm of darkness. 

In other words, “No matter where you try to hide you will have no place to hide. He’ll find you.” 

9 Whatever they plot against the LORD 
    he will bring to an end; 
    trouble will not come a second time. 
10 They will be entangled among thorns 
    and drunk from their wine; 
    they will be consumed like dry stubble. 

Look in verse 12: 

 This is what the LORD says: 

“Although they have allies and are numerous, 
    they will be destroyed and pass away. 
Although I have afflicted you, Judah, 
    I will afflict you no more. 
13 Now I will break their yoke from your neck 
    and tear your shackles away.” 

The LORD has given a command concerning you, Nineveh: 
    “You will have no descendants to bear your name. 
I will destroy the images and idols 
    that are in the temple of your gods. 
I will prepare your grave, 
    for you are vile.” 
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Look at this promise to Judah. Verse 15: 

Look, there on the mountains, 
    the feet of one who brings good news, 
    who proclaims peace! 

Over the mountains into Jerusalem will come the messengers who say, “Nineveh is destroyed, 
Assyria is no more.” 

Celebrate your festivals, Judah, 
    and fulfill your vows. 
No more will the wicked invade you; 
    they will be completely destroyed. 

The Lord is good. “There have been times of trouble,” Nahum says, “but God has been our 
refuge.” 

God tells them, “I've always been your refuge and I always will be. Whatever the evil 
people plot against us, I'll bring to an end. I'm gonna destroy them, and I'm gonna break 
their yoke from upon your neck. So celebrate and keep your vows. These people will not 
bother you anymore.”  

Within 20 years of those words, Nineveh was destroyed and the Assyrian Empire was crushed. 
Verse 7: 

The LORD is good, 
    a refuge in times of trouble. 
He cares for those who trust in him, 
8     but with an overwhelming flood 
he will make an end of Nineveh; 
    he will pursue his foes into the realm of darkness. 

God wants his people to trust him no matter what, not just in the good times but also in the bad; 
not just in the times of plenty, but also when times are lean. Not just when things are easy, but 
especially when they’re hard. Not just when things make sense, but especially trust him when 
they don't. 

You see, one of Satan's cleverest tricks has always been to arrange your circumstances and to 
use them to get you to doubt God's power or goodness. That’s what he did to get Adam and 
Eve to fall. You remember in Genesis 3 verse 1: 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. 
He said to the woman, “Did God really say, 

It’s where it always starts. Satan finds a strategy; he keeps using it. 

“Did God really say, 

Did you hear him right? Would he really say that? Are you sure you’re hearing that right? Is 
God’s word really reliable? 

 “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
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2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but 
God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 

4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said  

You see that? First, “Are you sure God really said that?” and then secondly “God’s word isn’t 
right. You’re not gonna die. God’s lying to you. His word’s not trustworthy.” 

4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when 
you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” 

“You see? God doesn’t want you to know what he knows so he’s keeping it from you. Don’t let 
him do that anymore. God can’t be trusted.” 

6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the 
eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 

Did you hear Satan in this? He’s behind it all. “You hungry? Of course. Well, the best is on that 
tree in the middle of the garden. That’s why God’s holding out on you. In fact if God really loved 
you he wouldn’t hold out at all. He’d give you everything you wanted. God’s selfish, you see. He 
wants it all for himself. But eat this stuff and you’ll be like God. In fact, you’ll see how much 
God’s been deceiving you. You’ll be just like him. You’ll see it the way he sees it.” 

The woman saw the fruit was good, she doubted God’s word, and she believed her feelings and 
the evil one. She got Adam to join her in her sin. That’s what happened to the children of Israel 
when they came out of Egypt, same thing, the same strategy, same evil one. Delivered by 
God's mighty power they come to the edge of the promised land. After exploring it, ten spies 
come back and say, “No way.”  

Joshua and Caleb come back and say, “Man, let's go for it. God is with us.” You remember what 
happened? Numbers 13 verse 31: 

But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those people; they are 
stronger than we are.” 32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the 
land they had explored. They said, “The land we explored devours those living in it. All 
the people we saw there are of great size. 33 We saw the Nephilim there (the 
descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our 
own eyes, and we looked the same to them.” 

Numbers 14 verse 1: 

That night all the members of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 2 All the 
Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, “If 
only we had died in Egypt!  

Who other but Satan can take a free people delivered by the hand of God and convince them 
that slavery in their sin is better than following God? Satan does it all the time. He deceives 
people by the zillions and they buy it. 
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“If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this wilderness! 3 Why is the LORD bringing us to this 
land only to let us fall by the sword?”  

You see it? “It’s God’s fault. We can’t trust him. Moses is leading a bad operation. We keep on 
this road, we’re gonna be destroyed. We should have never followed God in the first place.” 
Man, when Satan finds something that works, he just keeps using it. Is he using it on you in the 
midst of your circumstances? Questioning God’s goods, God’s power, God’s ability, God’s 
caring? Look at the response that Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and Caleb gave. Numbers 14 verse 5: 

5 Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the whole Israelite assembly gathered 
there. 6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who 
had explored the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to the entire Israelite assembly, “The 
land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 8 If the LORD is pleased with 
us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. 
9 Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, 
because we will devour them. Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not 
be afraid of them.” 

“Remember who God is. Remember what God has done. Remember what he said and he will 
yet do it.” 

People, where is it in the times when we are facing so many of our challenges, staring cancer in 
the face, financial failure, rebellious kids, a troubled marriage, and on and on and on Satan's 
arsenal goes -- God allows it -- where in the midst of those trials do we say, “God, I don't 
understand all that's going on. I don't know if I caused some of those or you just scheduled this 
for me, but I know this: You are a God who is almighty. You are a God who I can trust. I may die 
in these trials, but no harm will come to me. No matter what happens, I'm not getting my eyes 
off you. I will not believe Satan's lies. I will not stop trusting you, and someday I will stand in 
glory and see your promise fulfilled in me.” Where is that?  Where is that? 

Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and Caleb said, “We’re standing with God. Where are you standing? 
The Lord is with us. Jehovah the Great I Am, the eternal self-existent God is with us.”  

What about you and me? Is God with us? People, I want you to know that the greatest 
assurance comes when you know this Almighty God and you finally realize, I'm not so glad that 
God is on my side. I'm glad I’m on his side.  

A week and a half ago or so, the elders and I were having a meeting on a Wednesday night. We 
got talking about prophecy. Our discussions led not just to the prophets but to the book of 
Revelation. Revelation is a very difficult book. I’ve studied it a lot. I have written some things on 
it. I have taught the whole book, and I still don't understand it. It's an apocalyptic book. It's about 
the future. It's about God's power.  

I was thinking about that this week, how difficult it is to understand the book of Revelation, and it 
reminded me of a story that Pastor Bernie Travaille used to tell. Bernie was a pastor in Willow 
Glen Baptist Church in San Jose when Karla and I got married. He presided over the wedding. 
Karla’s dad actually did it, but he oversaw the front end while Karla got walked down the aisle by 
her dad. He did our premarital counseling. He used to tell the story about how when he was 
back at Bethel Seminary in Minnesota, he and a bunch of his seminary buddies used to play 
basketball once a week at a local elementary school. There was this elderly black gentleman 
who was the custodian there. He came in and he opened the doors for them. They would play 
their basketball, and he would do his custodial work. When he was done he would come back 
and sit and wait as they finished up so he could lock the door and then they would all go home.  
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One night the gentleman came in, was sitting on a chair leaning back against the wall. A ball 
rolled over by him. Bernie ran to get it and saw that he was reading his Bible. Bernie said to him, 
“Sir, what are you reading?” 

He said, “I’m reading Revelation.” 

Bernie smiled and looked at his seminary buddies because when you’re in seminary you think 
you know everything about the Bible there is to know, so he thought, We’re gonna have some 
fun with this guy. He’s reading the hardest book in the Bible. So he said to him, “So what are 
you reading again?” 

“I’m reading Revelation.” 

“Do you understand it?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

“You understand the book of Revelation?” 

“Yes, sir, I do.” 

“Well, what does it say?” 

That gentleman looked up at Bernie. He just smiled and he said, “Jesus is gonna win.” 

Amen? Amen. That’s the message. Indeed he is. Do you have assurance like that? We can find 
that kind of assurance in the awesome God who is almighty in power and goodness, almighty 
power to destroy all who defy him, and almighty power to save all who trust in him. 
Nahum Chapter 1 verse 7: 

The LORD is good, 
    a refuge in times of trouble. 
He cares for those who trust in him, 
8     but with an overwhelming flood 
he will make an end of Nineveh; 
    he will pursue his foes into the realm of darkness. 

Nahum’s message really is, “You trust in this Almighty God and his salvation, you'll never be 
disappointed. But you reject and defy this Almighty God, and you'll only be left with his wrath 
and nowhere to hide.” That's why I say again I'm not so glad God's on my side. I'm glad I’m on 
his side. 

God, thank you for this message that rings as true today as it's ever rung. I know these kinds of 
messages are not popular, that's why Nahum is so little known by so many. But amidst all these 
words of judgment is a word of great blessing, encouragement, salvation, and hope to those 
who trust in this Almighty God.  

Lord, today I'm praying that whatever it is we’re facing, whatever trials are in front of us, we 
don't take a Pollyanna approach. We recognize things can be hard and the difficulties are real 
and scary, but when we trust a God who is truly almighty and all good, we will never be  
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disappointed when we find that we are hanging on to you and never letting go. Thank you, God, 
for that encouragement. May it be ever more so in the days ahead, and no matter what, may we 
rejoice that our God is the Almighty God. We praise you in your precious name, Amen. 


