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June 29, 2014 
1 Peter 5:5 

Pastor Dave Parsons 
 

What Gets God’s Attention 
 
Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning 
into this week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I 
hope it will be a great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to 
strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement 
for your weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church 
in your community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and 
teachers who can speak into your lives. We also realize that around the world there are places 
where there is no local church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great 
encouragement to you and anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and 
to share with in this message. Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it 
will be a great blessing in your life. 

 

 

David was saying how he hiked Half Dome, and you guys were cheering for him. I walked from 
the parking lot to Lower Yosemite Falls. I think that’s a couple hundred feet (applause). Thank 
you. Thank you very much. Anyway, why don’t we go ahead and bow in prayer, and let’s ask 
the Lord to speak to us this morning in his Word. 

Lord, thank you for your Word. Thank you for your Spirit. Thank you for you, Lord. That's why 
we're here today, to exalt your name and to worship you. Lord, my brothers and sisters here this 
morning don't need to hear a word from a man. They need to hear a word from you, so get me 
out of the way, Lord, and open up your Word to all of us. Speak to me through this message. 
Lord, we commit it to you. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Have you ever stopped to think about all the things that are going on in the world in a given 
day? Very important and powerful people are meeting to govern their lands. Athletic events are 
occurring that to the faithful are even more important than anything like the World Cup. There 
are weddings, funerals, all kinds of celebrations. People are being born. People are passing 
away. Great building projects are completed. Natural disasters hit our planet almost daily. There 
are major crimes being committed as well as deeds of human kindness. Plays, musicals, 
concerts, and movies are being shown everywhere. The question I want to ask today is, What 
gets God's attention?  

Now, I know God's omniscient. He knows all things, but there's certain things that get his 
attention that he takes note of. For example, on May 1st 2014, the world is bustling with activity 
and a small group of people gather to pray. They humble themselves. They seek his face, and 
he hears. They get his attention. It’s a typical Sunday morning. During the worship service, an 
elderly widow quietly slips a check into the offering basket. She gets God's attention. You get a 
phone call from a friend who needs your assistance. It’s not convenient but you help out 
anyway. God takes note. You’re serving the Lord in an obscure ministry. No one even knows 
what you're doing, but God sees. You get his attention. It's early in the morning. Everyone’s still 
sleeping. You get up. You open God's word, and you begin to read. God's watching you. 
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My friends, what gets God's attention? God is attracted to those who are humble. You know 
what? The Bible also says that God is opposed to the proud. 1 Peter 5:5 says, “All of you, clothe 
yourselves with humility toward one another, because, ‘God opposes the proud but he gives 
grace to the humble.’” 16:5 states, “The Lord detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: 
They will not go unpunished.” 

Why does God detest the proud? What is pride? C.J. Mahaney in his book Humility: True 
Greatness defines pride in this way. He says, “Pride is when sinful human beings aspire to the 
status and position of God and refuse to acknowledge their dependence upon him.” Have you 
ever noticed that the middle matter in the word “pride” is “I”? At the very heart of pride is a 
desire to take God's place. This is illustrated several places in the Bible, but I want to give you a 
few this morning. First of all, there's the fall of Satan himself. In Isaiah Chapter 14, if you have 
your Bible, Isaiah 14 verses 12-14, the prophet describes how Satan fell. Listen to what it says: 

How you have fallen from heaven, 
    O morning star, son of the dawn! 
You have been cast down to the earth, 
    you who once laid low the nations! 
13 You said in your heart, 
    “I will ascend to heaven; 
I will raise my throne 
    above the stars of God; 
I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, 
    on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. 
14 I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; 
    I will make myself like the Most High.” 

Notice the sequence of events in his fall. First of all, it says: 

13 You said in your heart, 
    “I will ascend to heaven; 

He wanted to go up.  

I will raise my throne 
    above the stars of God; 
I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, 
    on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. 

In fact: 

14 I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; 

In the Bible, the clouds are often symbolic of God’s glory. And then he says: 

 I will make myself like the Most High. 

Pride is aspiring to the status and position of God. People, you need to realize that Lucifer was 
the greatest angelic being ever created. He had unimaginable wisdom, power, and beauty.  
Ezekiel writes of him: (Ezekial 28:14-15) 
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14You were anointed as a guardian cherub, 
    for so I ordained you. 
You were on the holy mount of God; 
    you walked among fiery stones. 
15 You were blameless in your ways 
    from the day you were created 
    till wickedness was found in you. 

But he wasn’t content to be the greatest of angelic beings. He wanted to be like God. He wanted 
to be in God’s place. His pride was his downfall.  

Why does God opposes the proud? Because the proud put themselves before him. This is 
further illustrated by our first parents in the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve. If you have your 
Bible, look with me at Genesis Chapter 3 verse 1. I’m gonna read a few verses here: 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. 
He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the 
garden’?” 

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but 
God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 

4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when 
you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” 

6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the 
eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them 
were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and 
made coverings for themselves. 

You remember the definition of pride? Pride is when sinful human beings aspire to the status 
and position of God. Notice first of all here, Satan cast doubt on God's word in verse 1. He said, 
“Did God really say . . .” He does the same with us. He whispers in our ear, “God didn't really 
mean that by that Scripture verse. He wants you to be happy and free. There must be another 
interpretation.”  

Then Satan comes along and he contradicts God's word. In verse 4 he says, “You will not -- you 
will not surely die.” He does the same with us. He says, “The Bible is archaic and outdated. It's 
a cultural thing. You don't have to do what it says. It’s not true.” And then Satan convinces 
Adam and Eve to take God's place. Verse 5, “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened and you will be like God knowing good and evil.” He does the same with us, my 
friends. He comes along and he whispers in our ear. He says, “Go ahead and do what you 
want. Take control of your life and your destiny. Be your own God and you will find 
enlightenment and happiness.” But it's a lie, and it's the essence of pride. You will find yourself 
in opposition to God.  

The apostle John wrote these words. He said: (1 John 2:15-17) 

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love of the 
Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of 
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the eyes, and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but 
from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of 
God abides forever. 

You know, many people try to find their fulfillment in the things of this world, but Jesus says 
man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions. I read about two Texans who 
were trying to impress each other with the size of their ranches. One asked the other, “What’s 
the name of your ranch?” 

He replied, “The rocking R, ABC, Flying W, Circle C, Bar U, Staple 4, Box D, Rolling M, 
Rainbow’s End, Silver Spur Ranch.” 

The questioner was much impressed and he’s going, “Wow, that's sure some name. How many 
head of cattle do you run?” 

The rancher answered, “Not many. Very few survive the branding.” 

It's a lie to think that what we have, what we achieve, is the essence of fulfillment. Probably the 
worst form of pride -- and I gotta tell you I struggle with this as a pastor -- is religious pride. In a 
very famous story in Luke Chapter 18 -- if you want to look at it with me -- Jesus said this. 
Luke 18 beginning with verse 9, he says: 

To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone 
else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 

The Pharisee here being the religious leader of the day. 

 11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 

Did you hear that? He prayed about himself – pride. 

‘God, I thank you that I am not like these other men—robbers, evildoers, 
adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of 
all I get.’ 

Remember the middle letter of “pride”? 

13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, 
but he beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. 
For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself 
will be exalted.” 

People, God is opposed to the proud but he gives grace to the humble. People, it is the humble 
who gain the attention of God. So for the remainder of my message, I want to give you some 
examples from Scripture of humble people and why they get the attention of God.  
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Micah 6:8 says: 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
    And what does the LORD require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
    and to walk humbly with your God. 

What kind of people get God's attention? People who are humble in character. I believe that 
most of us would agree that in the history of the Jewish people, Moses was one of the most 
influential characters. What made Moses such a great man? Well, maybe Numbers 12 verse 3 
gives us an insight. It says, “Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone 
else on the face of the earth.” True, he was a friend of God who met with God face-to-face in the 
tent of the meeting. True, he was the deliverer of the people of Israel from Egypt. True, he was 
the great lawgiver of Israel. He was a great man, but from God's perspective he was a great 
man because he was a humble man. 

Oswald Sanders in his classic book Spiritual Leadership says that spiritual leadership and 
authority cannot be explained solely on the grounds of natural ability. It’s strikingly exemplified in 
the life of St. Francis of Assisi. On one occasion, Brother Masao looking earnestly at Francis 
began to say, “Why thee? Why thee?” He repeated again and again as if to mock him. 

“What are you saying?” cried Francis at last. 

“I'm saying that everybody follows thee. Everybody desires to see thee, hear thee, obey thee, 
and yet for all that thou are neither beautiful nor learned nor of noble family. Whence comes it 
that it should be thee whom the world desires to follow?” 

When Francis heard those words he was filled with joy, raised his eyes to heaven, and after 
remaining a long time absorbed in contemplation, knelt praising and blessing God with 
extraordinary fervor. Then he turned to Brother Masao, “Thou wisheth to know? It’s because of 
the eyes of the Most High have willed it so. He continually watches the good and the wicked and 
his most holy eyes have not found among sinners any smaller man nor anymore insufficient and 
sinful, therefore, he has chosen me to accomplish the marvelous work what God has 
undertaken. He chose me because he could find none more worthless. He wished to confound 
the nobility and grandeur, the strength, the beauty, and the learning of this world.” 

What kind of people get God's attention? Those who are humble in character. But you know 
who else gets God's attention? People with humble beginnings. Some of God's greatest 
servants arose from obscurity. You may recall that Saul was the first King of Israel, but 
unfortunately he was a complete failure in the eyes of God. So the Lord sent the prophet 
Samuel to Bethlehem to anoint a new king from the sons of Jesse. While at the feast, Jesse 
paraded his sons before the honored prophet. If you want to turn with me to 1 Samuel 16 
beginning with verse 6, let’s pick up the story there: 

When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed stands 
here before the LORD.” 

7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I 
have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks 
at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, 
“The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but 
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Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass 
before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 So he 
asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” 

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” 

“Oh, the youngest is out there, David, but you don’t want to see him. He’s not worth anything. 
He’s not worth considering.” 

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 

12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was ruddy with a fine appearance and 
handsome features. 

Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; he is the one.” 

“He is the one. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 

I don't know if you’ve ever heard of D.L. Moody. He was a famous evangelist in the 19th century 
here in America, and he went abroad too. Perhaps you've heard of him, but I want you to listen 
to his humble beginnings. Moody had no more than a fifth or sixth grade education and did 
poorly even at that. When he attended his first Sunday School class he thumbed through 
Genesis looking for John. When applying to join Mount Vernon Congregational Church, he was 
rejected because of utter ignorance of Christian teaching. His friends thought that seldom was 
anyone who seemed more unlikely to fill any sphere of public or extended usefulness. But God 
can take what seems small and insignificant and use it greatly if it's given over completely to 
him. 

I heard a story about D.L. Moody that one night he was preaching the gospel, an evangelistic 
message, and all kinds of people were responding and coming to Christ. One man came up 
afterwards. He said, “Mr. Moody, I was listening your sermon tonight and I counted 36 
grammatical errors.” 

He said, “That’s all the Lord gave me.” 

A humble man, yet God used this humble man for his glory. William Farley writes, “Moody 
preached in the 19th century to an estimated 100 million people, establish colleges and schools, 
and left his imprint on 19th century evangelicalism. His was a remarkable life. Without higher 
education, he founded three schools. Without theological training, he reshaped Victorian 
Christianity. Without radio or television, he reached 100 million people. Now, it's not saying you 
shouldn't get theological training or be learned, but it’s just saying that God can use those that 
he wants to use.  

Perhaps you're feeling like you don't have a lot to offer God. In the eyes of men you may feel 
small or even despised. I want to tell you, my friend, God is looking at your heart. Do you have a 
heart for God? Do you love him more than anything else? Most of us have had humble 
beginnings as we were reminded by the apostle Paul in his letter to the Corinthians. 
1 Corinthians Chapter 1 verse 26, listen to what it says: 
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Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by 
human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God 
chose – 

Listen 

the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the 
world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised 
things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may 
boast before him. 

Why?  “God opposes the proud.”  

It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from 
God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: 
“Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”  

Amen? You know who else gets God's attention? People who are fully yielded to God. 
2 Chronicles 16:9 states, “The eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that he 
may strongly support those whose heart is completely his.” 

In Luke Chapter 1, the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary the mother of Jesus and informed her 
that she had been chosen to bear the Savior Jesus. It would be a miraculous conception. Jesus 
would be conceived by the Holy Spirit. She knew there would be misunderstanding and that her 
life would be very difficult, especially in explaining it to her betrothed Joseph. Yet, despite the 
difficulties, this woman of faith responded in this way. She said, “I am the Lord’s servant. May it 
be to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her.  

It gets God's attention when you're willing to be used by him even when you know it will be 
extremely difficult. I was blessed the other day by a comment from one of our missionaries as I 
was going through their prayer letter. These missionaries serve in Chad, James and Lindsay. 
There’s a picture of them and their beautiful family. About a year ago they moved to Chad, 
Africa. They’re serving the Lord there. This is what they said in their prayer letter. Listen to this: 

Despite the temperatures (which are always in the 100s most of the time) the cultural 
changes, the language barriers, our most challenging issue has been to daily take up 
our cross and follow Jesus, but thankfully he is leading the way. He is the good 
shepherd, and he is with us always.  

I read that I said, “Lord, may I have the same commitment as James and Lindsay.”  

We emailed them to ask them if we could use this quote and their picture in the sermon. They 
wrote back and said, “Use it. Use our picture. Use the quote. We need your prayers.” People, 
pray for our missionaries. I’m pleading with you pray for our missionaries. They’re on the front 
lines. They need our support. God uses those who are fully yielded to him. 

Another group of people that God uses mightily, gets his attention, are people who are young. 
Children are humble folk, but they are so precious to God. I love their honesty. You that were 
working with VBS this week, isn’t it amazing the honesty of children? I read about one mom who 
shared how while working for an organization that delivers lunches to elderly shut-ins, she used 
to take her four-year-old daughter on her afternoon rounds. The daughter was unfailingly 
intrigued by the various appliances of old age, particularly the canes, walkers, and wheelchairs.  
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One day I found her staring at a pair of false teeth soaking in a glass. As I braced myself for the 
inevitable barrage of questions, she merely turned and whispered, “The tooth fairy’s never 
gonna believe this!” 

Children. You know, I remember a couple of years ago I got up the nerve to fill in with children's 
ministry during the summer. We were in the multipurpose room. We had a nice lesson, and 
we're all on the ground sitting Indian style. I said, “Did any of you have any questions?” One 
little boy raised his hand. I said, “What’s your question?” 

He said, “When are we gonna get our permanent teacher back?” 

“Real soon.” 

You know, you who work with children know, I want to tell you you have such a significant work 
in the kingdom of God. Such a significant work. In Luke Chapter 18 beginning with verse 15 
listen to what Jesus said: 

People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them. When the disciples 
saw this, they rebuked them. 

Here they are bringing their children to Jesus for him to minister to them and the disciples are 
saying, “Don’t bother the Rabbi. He’s busy. He’s healing people. He’s teaching.” 

The Lord’s saying, “What are you doing?” 

16 But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, 
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17 I tell 
you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will 
never enter it.” 

What Jesus is saying is that children are naturally humble. They get God's attention. If you’re 
gonna enter the kingdom of God you must humble yourself before God. Paul wrote this to his 
young disciple Timothy. He said, “Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, 
but set an example for all the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith, and in purity.” 

You know, I preached one of my first sermons to a church of several hundred people at the age 
of 17. I had been a Christian less than a year, but that wasn’t my first speaking engagement. 
Before that, they asked if I would speak on one of the seven last statements Jesus gave on the 
cross on a Good Friday service. I said, “Sure, I'd be glad to.”  

They said, “Your assignment is speak on where he said, “It is finished.”  

I said okay, but before I prepared my little message, my friend said, “Hey, David, I was reading 
that the Holy Spirit will just come along and just give you words. You don’t even have to study or 
anything. He’ll give you words.” 

I said, “He will?” 

“Yeah.” 

I said, “All right.” So we are having the service. It’s my time to get up and I said, “On the cross, 
Jesus said, ‘It is finished’ and so am I.” 
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Well, you know what? I learned my lesson because the next sermon I prepared for it because 
as my seminary professor used to say, “God never promised to bless empty heads. He wants 
us to study and prepare.” I learned my lesson. But sometimes the Spirit does give us the right 
words at the right time. 

You know, another group of people that get God's attention are people who give it all. In 
Luke 21 verse 1 we read this: 

As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. 2 He also 
saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. 3 “I tell you the truth,” he said, 
“this poor widow has put in more than all the others. 4 All these people gave their 
gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” 

We live in a very affluent, materialistic culture. God has blessed the USA. Sometimes when you 
compare yourself to others though you may feel like you don't have a lot to offer God, that is, 
materially. But I want to remind you, it was the poor widow who put in two very small copper 
coins who gained the attention of Jesus. Why did she gain the attention of Jesus? Because it 
says, “Out of her poverty she put in all she had to live on.” It's not how much we give but 
how much we sacrifice that gets God's attention. He saw her humble heart and love for him.  

People, another group that gets God's attention are people who take time to help the hurting. A 
very famous parable is in Luke 10. It’s the parable of the Good Samaritan. A lawyer had come 
up to Jesus and asked him what he needed to do to inherit eternal life. Jesus says what’s 
written, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind, your 
neighbor as yourself.” Jesus said, “Go and do this.”  

He said then, “Who is my neighbor?” and the Lord gave this parable. He said: 

A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of 
robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him 
half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw 
the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, 
came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to 
him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on 
his donkey, took him to the inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out 
two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and 
when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you have made.’ 

36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the 
hands of robbers?” 

37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

What amazes me about this parable is that the priest and the Levite saw the need, but they 
didn't stop to help the man. They are the religious leaders. It was the foreigner, the despised 
Samaritan that helped him. People, we live in a very busy, hectic, self-centered society. It takes 
effort, time, and compassion to reach out and help the hurting. But, church, I want to tell you 
when you help a hurting person you get God's attention.  
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Two weeks ago when we were having that hot spell, it was a Sunday afternoon and I visited one 
of our members in a convalescent home in Walnut Creek. I was walking back to my car across 
the parking lot, and I looked down and saw a penny on the ground. Now, whenever I see a 
penny on the ground I usually bend down and pick it up, not because I need the money and I'm 
cheap – although there’s probably some truth there -- but when I see a penny on the ground I 
pick it up because it's a reminder to me that there's something valuable that people are just 
ignoring, that they're neglecting. But this particular penny really hit me. Because as I reached 
down and picked it up I looked at it. I got on the internet. This isn’t the exact penny, but it kinda 
looks like that. I looked at that penny and I thought, This penny had been on that ground for a 
long time. It had been walked on. It had been kicked. It had been driven over, but nobody took 
the time to bow down and pick it up and make it their own. Then it struck me, that's what God 
has done for us. When we were hurting, when we were helpless, when we were broken, Jesus 
took the effort to bow down and pick us up. Romans 5:6-8: 

You see, at just the right time, when you were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might 
possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Jesus said, “The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Who gets 
God's attention? Those who help the hurting.  

Lastly, people who serve behind the scenes get God's attention. One of my favorite verses is 
Hebrews 6:10. It says, “God is not unjust to forget your work and the love which you have 
shown toward his name in having ministered and still ministering to the saints.” People, almost 
all the work done for the kingdom of God is done behind the scenes. Did you know that? Very 
few notice, but God does. I think of those who give, serve our youth, pray, teach, facilitate, lead, 
clean, encourage, counsel, sing, administrate, direct traffic, repair facilities, and help those in 
need. I don't have time to list everyone, but God knows who you are.  

I love the writings of Chuck Swindoll. I wrote out these words from a study on Daniel and 
periodically I reread them. This is what he said, “Man honors the famous and soon forgets them, 
but God honors the unknown and never forgets them.” Hebrews 6:10 states, “God is not unjust 
so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward his name and having 
ministered and is still ministering to the saints.” 

Here on earth we may never get to stand under the spotlight and receive the applause of man. 
Even if such an opportunity were to come, we would not be remembered by many for very long. 
God, on the other hand, sees everything we do. He sees everything we do, and he will one day 
abundantly reward us for our faithfulness to him. Amen? When you serve God faithfully without 
being noticed it gets God's attention and he will reward you for your faithfulness, my brothers 
and sisters. So, church, let us always remember, “God is opposed to the proud but he gives 
grace to the humble.” So let us walk humbly with our God.  

How can you develop a life of humility? In closing, let me just give you some suggestions. First, 
learn to praise the Lord and give thanks in all things. Psalm 103:2 says, “Bless the Lord, O my 
soul and forget none of his benefits.” Psalm 92:1 says, “It is good to give thanks to the Lord, and 
to sing praises to thy name, O Most High.” I hope every day you spend time just giving thanks to 
God for the many benefits that he's given to you. It promotes humility.  

Secondly, acknowledge daily the privilege to know and serve the Lord. The apostle Paul, writing 
to a young Timothy said in 1 Timothy 1:12, “I thank Christ Jesus my Lord who has strengthened 
me because he considered me faithful, putting me into service.” Let me ask you, are you 
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involved in some kind of service for the Lord? Any kind at all? If you are involved in service for 
the Lord it’s because God considered you faithful. He gave you that service, and you can stop 
and say, “Lord, thank you for using me for your glory.”  

Tim Augustine, a good friend of mine is now in Haiti ministering while I’m speaking. He wrote 
me an email just yesterday and he said this, “Again, my heart is full of gratitude for the grace 
and mercy of this great God that we serve, being privileged to serve alongside of the church 
here in Mesad as we both strive to bring glory to God as we love his people. That's why Tim is 
such a humble man. He acknowledges daily the privilege to serve the Lord.  

Three: Remember God owns everything, and you are merely his instrument. 1 Corinthians 6:19-
20 says, “You are not your own. You were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your 
body.” The Lord owns everything. He makes us his stewards. Use it for his glory.  

Four: If you want a life of humility, learn to play golf. I was sharing with the men at men's 
breakfast Billy Graham confessed, “The only time my prayers are never answered is on the golf 
course.” I agree with that. I played with my buddies the other day; I had an eight on the first 
hole. That'll do a number on your score. Learn to play golf if you want to be humble. 

Five: Appreciate the qualities and contributions of others. Pastor Larry loves these verses: 
Philippians 1:3-6: 

I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always 
pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 
6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  

I want to tell you, I'm so thankful for you. I’m so thankful for this church and all that you do. I 
appreciate your contribution. 

Six, and probably the most important one, if you want to have a life of humility -- listen to this -- 
meditate often on the significance of the cross. You see, Jesus humbled himself by becoming a 
man and becoming obedient to death even death on a cross. And when he died on that cross 
for our sins, he demonstrated not only love but the epitome of humility. So take time to reflect 
upon the power and the significance of the cross.  

C.J. Mahaney writes: 

John Stott helps us understand why the cross has this powerful effect. Every time we 
look at the cross, Christ seems to be saying to us, “I am here because of you. It is 
your sin I am bearing, your curse I am suffering, your debt I am paying, your death 
I am dying.”  

Nothing in history or in the universe cuts us down to size like the cross. All of us have inflated 
views of ourselves, especially in self-righteousness, until we have visited a place called Calvary. 
It is there at the foot of the cross that we shrink to our true size. 

In closing, what gets the attention of God? The humble man, the humble woman, boy, or girl 
who loves him, seeks him, and walks with him. Micah 6:8, “He has showed you, O man, what is 
good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with your God.” Amen? Let’s pray together.  
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Lord, I know that all of us, including myself, we all struggle with pride. It’s part of our human 
makeup, but, Lord, as we consider the cross, as we think of how you reached down and picked 
us up in our helpless state, we are so thankful. We love you so much. You have blessed us in 
so many ways. Lord, may we be humble men and women, boys and girls. May we walk humbly 
with you.  

If there's anyone here this morning that has never put their faith in your sacrifice and what you 
did on the cross, I pray that today will be the day of salvation that they will receive your free gift 
of forgiveness, receive you, Lord, follow you as Lord. Thank you, Lord, for being with us this 
morning. We love you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

God bless you guys. 
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