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July 6, 2014 
Revelation 1:4-6 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Remember He Set Us Free 
 
Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning 
into this week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I 
hope it will be a great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to 
strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement 
for your weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church 
in your community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and 
teachers who can speak into your lives. We also realize that around the world there are places 
where there is no local church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great 
encouragement to you and anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and 
to share with in this message. Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it 
will be a great blessing in your life. 

Turn in your Bibles, if you would, to the book of Revelation. We’re gonna be looking today in 
Chapter 1. I also want to say thanks to those of you who give a little extra in those benevolent 
envelopes on Communion Sundays. It helps us all month long to help people in the church and 
out of the church with so many needs that are going on in the world right now. So thank you for 
helping with all of that. 

It was a Sunday morning and the apostle John was worshiping on the island of Patmos. Patmos 
was an island you are exiled to to die. It's where they often sent prisoners in the Roman Empire. 
John was sent out there simply for the crime that he loved Jesus so much and faithfully 
proclaimed his word that the Emperor could no longer let him run free through the Empire. 
When you're in an Empire where Caesar wants to be worshiped, John would have none of it. He 
pointed everybody to Jesus, so the Emperor said, “We’re putting you out on the island of 
Patmos to die.  

It was a Sunday morning. You would expect John to be kinda down out there cast off like that, 
but he wasn't. In fact, it was a Sunday morning, and he is worshiping God. Who shows up but 
Jesus himself. The resurrected, glorified Lord comes to him while he is praying and touches his 
shoulder and has an encounter with John and gives him the words of the book of Revelation. 

It’s interesting that in that encounter, one of the first things John's thinking about on that Sunday 
morning is how Jesus has freed him from his sins by his blood. This is the way John records it 
for us in Revelation Chapter 1 verse 4: 

John, 

To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from 
the seven spirits before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, 
the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
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To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to 
be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for 
ever and ever! Amen. 

Let's pray together.  

Lord, some day were gonna have that John experience. We’re gonna open our eyes and see 
the glorified, resurrected, powerful God seated on his throne. We look forward to that day. 
Today should be no less for us. You're alive and you’re here. You are ruler of the kings of the 
earth. You are the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead. We’re gathering together, as 
believers are gathering today all over the world, to bring you the glory that you alone deserve.  

On this weekend, as we are remembering our national freedom and as we come to this 
communion table, I pray that you'll help us to see again freedom’s cost that would cause us to 
live as a free people not only as Americans but as citizens of the kingdom of God. And we'll 
thank you for all that you’ll show us today. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

On Friday I said to my four-year-old grandson, Levi, I said, “Levi, you know what today is?” 

He said, “Nope.” 

I said, “It’s America's birthday.” 

“America's birthday?” 

I said, “Yup, America’s birthday.” I said, “You know how old America is?” 

He goes, “2?” 

I said, “No, more than 2.” 

Then he said, “780?” It was the biggest number he could think of, I guess. 

I said, “No, not 780. Today, America is 238 years old.” 

Fourth of July is an annual celebration of our national freedom. It was an independence that 
was voted for in the Continental Congress on July 2nd. The declaration was drafted and signed 
on July 4, 1776. It was a great day in America, but not everyone was behind the move for 
freedom. In fact, even in the Continental Congress there were some who weren't sure that 
separating from the mother country was the wisest move. They knew the price of freedom, and 
they knew that it would not come without a terrible cost. But the drive for freedom and the belief 
that man should have no sovereign but God alone was growing, and the decision to fight the 
revolutionary war was fueled by two catalytic events.  

One, was a pamphlet written by Thomas Paine called Common Sense. Every American should 
try to get a copy and read that. The other was a speech delivered by Patrick Henry at St. John's 
Church in Virginia, America's largest colony, on March 23, 1775, as he pleaded with his fellow 
Virginians to raise a militia and to enter the battle for freedom. It is considered to be one of the 
most inspiring speeches ever given. In fact, listen to an excerpt of Patrick Henry’s speech that 
day: 

This is no time for ceremony. The question before the House is one of awful moment to 
this country. For my own part, I consider it as nothing less than a question of freedom or 
slavery; and in proportion to the magnitude of the subject ought to be the freedom of the 
debate. It is only in this way that we can hope to arrive at truth, and fulfill the great 
responsibility which we hold to God and our country. Should I keep back my opinion at  
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such a time, through fear of giving offense, I should consider myself as guilty of treason 
towards my country and of an act of disloyalty towards the Majesty of Heaven, which I 
revere above all earthly kings. 

. . . Sir, we are not weak if we make a proper use of the means which the God of nature 
hath placed in our power. Three millions of people, armed in the holy cause of liberty, 
and in such a country as that which we possess, are invincible by any force which our 
enemy can send against us. Besides, Sir, we shall not fight our battles alone. There is a 
just God who presides over the destinies of nations; and who will raise up friends to fight 
our battles for us. . .  

It is in vain, Sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry Peace, Peace but there is 
no peace. The war is actually begun! The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring 
to our ears the clash of resounding arms! Our brethren are already in the field! Why 
stand we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so 
dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid 
it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take; but as for me give me liberty 
or give me death! 

Where are the national leaders like that today who understand what freedom is about who are 
proud of our nation or willing to die for it? Patrick Henry saw it clearly: freedom or slavery. There 
was no other choice, and he said, “There is one God who stands for freedom, and he will stand 
with those who stand with him.”  

The quest for freedom was strong and fueled a revolution where people were willing to give their 
lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor. The question for every American today is, What am 
I doing to preserve, protect, and defend that freedom? But as great as that freedom is, it pales 
in comparison to the freedom that was purchased by the blood of Jesus Christ. That's the 
freedom from sin and death that we remember today in communion. Communion is our 
remembrance of the death of Jesus and the freedom he purchased for us by his blood. It's a 
freedom the apostle John wrote about to the seven churches of Asia representing all the 
churches and Christians today. He said in Revelation Chapter 1 verse 5: 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to 
be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for 
ever and ever! Amen. 

“To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood.” We’ve shared at every 
communion, I think, that eating this meal will not make you a Christian. It will not get your sins 
forgiven. It won't earn you any grace. It won't get you into heaven. We're here today to 
remember and proclaim the greatest freedom mankind will ever know. As we eat this bread and 
drink this cup as Jesus asked, we will remember the price of that freedom and we will remember 
a freedom from sin and the horrible slavery that it brings because communion reminds us that 
Jesus set us free by his blood. 

How did his blood set us free? By making payment for our sin. John put it like this in verse 5: 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood. 

America's freedom has been repeatedly purchased in a terrible cost of blood. In the 
Revolutionary War alone, nearly 50,000 Americans died for our independence -- 50,000. Since 
that time, over 2.7 million Americans, military and civilian, have given their lives in defense of 
America's freedom -- 2.7 million people have died for the freedom you and I live in today. We 
should never forget them. 
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Freedom is not free. The cost of our national freedom is staggering. The cost and freedom of sin 
is infinitely more so because our freedom from sin cost God his only Son. Sin creates a 
bondage that can be broken only at great sacrifice, and all of us are in that bondage because all 
of us have broken God's law. Paul told the Romans in Chapter 3 verse 23, “All of us have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” “All” it said. No exceptions. And that sin exacts a 
terrible price that must be paid. He told them in Romans 6 verse 23, “The wages of sin is death.” 
Death is separation from God. It’s not ceasing to exist; it's separation. Our bodies physically die 
when our soul and spirit leaves them. We are born in sin and separated from God because of 
that sin, and if we die with sin still in our lives we’ll be put away from God forever. 

Without Christ, a person is dead in their trespasses and sins. Paul told the Ephesians in 
Chapter 2 verse 12 that such a person is without hope and without God in the world. Unless the 
demands of the law are met, we remain locked up enslaved to sin and destined for eternal 
death. But in order to be freed from sin, the death has to occur. Blood has to be spilled. The 
price has to be paid. That price will be paid by every single person because all of us have 
sinned. Without Christ, a person is dead in that sin, and they will be forever dead and separated 
from God in order to pay for that sin. But there's one other option. Someone else could pay that 
price for you so that by his death you would not have to die but you would live forever.  

It would have to be someone who is perfect and had no sin; someone who was not only fully 
man but fully God; someone who could take your sin, my sin, and the sin of the world and offer 
his blood to pay for it. That someone is the only one, Jesus Christ the Son of God. He made our 
payment with his own blood. That's why John said, “To him who loves us and has freed us from 
our sins by his blood.” John knew the word that God had given to Moses in the Old Testament 
in the book of Leviticus in Chapter 17 verse 11, “For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I 
have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes 
atonement for one’s life.”  

The life is in the blood. When the blood is spilled, a death occurs. When the death occurs, it is 
payment for sin. That's why it says in the book of Hebrews, “Without the shedding of blood there 
will be no forgiveness. The law demands it.” 

The blood atones for our sin. It pays the demands of the law. You will pay that price or you can 
accept that Jesus paid it for you. Jesus paid this to glorify God to show his love for us and to set 
us free from sin. That's why this same John had written earlier in 1 John 4 verse 9: 

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world 
that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

The apostle Paul who called himself “the chief of sinners” was overwhelmed by this kind of 
redemption, this kind of salvation, this kind of forgiveness. It’s why he told the Ephesians in 
Chapter 1, verse 7: 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance 
with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and 
understanding . . . 

Now, everyone who believes and unites himself to Jesus by faith, believing and trusting in his 
sacrifice as the atonement for their sin, is set free from sin's penalty willed by God's grace to 
overcome sin's power and ultimately will be removed from sin's presence when they go to live in 
the presence of his glory forever and ever. Sin has been conquered. It will be destroyed forever 
for those who trust in Jesus Christ. We die to sin and to self, and we are set free to live our lives 
for God. It’s why Paul told the Romans in Chapter 6 verse 5: 
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For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united 
with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him 
so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be 
slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. 

8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we know that 
since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery 
over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 
God. 

11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

You see, the apostle Paul could not understand how a person who professed to be a Christian, 
who had Christ living in them, who had appealed to God for this forgiveness, who had been set 
free from sin, Paul could not understand how people could then choose to go back and live in 
the very sin that was enslaving them. He understood that all of us sin. We all fall short; we still 
do. Sin's power has not been totally destroyed yet not in my life or yours, but it will be. But he 
couldn't understand how anyone who being a Christian and set free could willfully give any part 
of themselves back to sin to be enslaved again, not their mind, not their heart, not their body, 
not anything. That’s why he told the Romans in Romans 6 verse 12: 

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do 
not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer 
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every 
part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness.  

You know, one of the questions for us on this communion Sunday is this, What if any part of me 
is still being offered for sin’s use? Verse 14: 

For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under 
grace. 
15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no 
means! 16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient 
slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads 
to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, 
though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern 
of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. 18 You have been set free from sin and 
have become slaves to righteousness. 

19 I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as 
you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so 
now offer yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. 20 When you were 
slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. 21 What benefit did you 
reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 
22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the 
benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Freedom must be believed and received or it does no good. About 80 years after America's war 
for independence, America fought another war for freedom against slavery. It was called the 
Civil War. On January 1, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln issued his famous Emancipation 
Proclamation which declared legal freedom for 3 million slaves who were still being held in the 
10 rebel states and eventually would spread to all the states in a declaration of freedom. 
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“Slavery legally abolished” was declared in the headlines from Capitol Hill to the plantations of 
Alabama. But for many the slavery didn't end. A Civil War historian, Shelby Foote, recorded in 
his book The Civil War many slaves heard the news, but it made no difference in their lives. 
When they were asked why they didn't leave the plantations or if they knew of Lincoln or even of 
his Emancipation Proclamation, one Alabama slave responded in a sentiment that he said 
characterized many slave’s view of freedom when he said this, “I don’t know nothin’ ‘bout 
Abraham Lincoln ‘sep they say he sought us free and I don't know nothin’ by that ‘neither.” 

A war was fought. Over 900,000 people, military and civilian lost their lives -- 900,000. The price 
was paid, the freedom proclaimed, but many stayed in their slavery mostly because they didn't 
understand or believe what was being offered. Many have made that same response to the 
freedom and eternal life offered by Jesus. Every time we see a cross, we’re reminded a war was 
fought, a price was paid, a freedom was won and proclaimed. But far too many are still choosing 
to stay in their slavery either because they’d never heard or they don't understand or they want 
no God except themselves. “But to you who have believed,” John said, “to those who have 
received Christ into your lives, you have been set free from our sins by his blood.” Free from sin. 
Free from death. Free from the grave. Free to live for God and his righteousness. No wonder 
later in Revelation 4 when God opened the heavens to John to see into the throne room of God, 
he saw the Lamb seated upon a throne, a Lamb who had been slain. In Chapter 5 he heard the 
saints around that throne singing a song, a new song. Revelation 5 verse 9: 

You are worthy to take the scroll 
    and to open its seals, 
because you were slain, 
    and with your blood you purchased men for God 
    from every tribe and language and people and nation. 
10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, 
    and they will reign on the earth. 

Someday, if you're a Christian, you are gonna sing that song, that new song in heaven at the 
throne in front of him, the Lamb who was slain, the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, the glorious 
one who was lifted up. You’re gonna sing and then you will know what freedom really is and 
what Jesus Christ has really done. You’re gonna praise his name with all the saints forever and 
ever and ever. John will be there and so will the hosts of heaven. 

That’s what we're remembering right here at this table. “This bread is my body,” he said, 
“This cup is my blood. It's given for you. Now, as often as you eat it, do it in 
remembrance of me.” We are to remember Jesus, the one who loves us and has freed us 
from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priest to serve his God and 
Father. To him be glory and power forever and ever. And all those set free said Amen. 

God, that's why we're here. We can’t be true Americans if we forget what freedom is and what 
price has been paid. And we can’t be true Christians if we forget the cross and the sacrifice and 
the price that was paid. Such remembrances should help us to be better Americans. Such 
remembrances should help us to be better Christians.  

Someday, as much as we love our country, the kingdoms of this earth and this world will be 
gone, and they will become the kingdom of our God and of Christ, and you shall reign forever 
and ever. Thank you for the reminder today that our greatest freedom was purchased at the 
greatest cost. As we eat this bread and drink this cup, I hope you will be honored to know that 
there are some of us who are very grateful even beyond words. Today, we want to sit before 
you, Lord, at this table holding in our hands these very elements to give you the praise and 
worship you alone deserve.  
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Today, I pray in this room that you will save the lost, that you will bring back the wayward and 
the rebellious, and that you will encourage the faithful for we’re remembering you today, the one 
who set us free by his blood. We thank you. In your precious name, Amen. 

 


