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August 3, 2014 
Hebrews 12:1-3 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Remember the Joy Set 
Before Him 

 
If you have your Bibles today, I'd like you to turn with me if you would to Hebrews Chapter 12. 
We’re gonna be looking today at a letter that was written to suffering Christians.  

By the way, I want you know that every week we’re praying for so many of you as you send in 
those prayer requests. So many people are hurting right now and going through illnesses and 
struggles and finance and jobs and marriage troubles and all kinds of things. When you turn 
those prayer requests in, we have people praying, including me, my wife, our staff, elders, and 
others. So I want you to know that when we talk about a letter written to suffering Christians, it 
isn't just going through the regular hardships that we all face. These Christians were also facing 
persecution.  

These believers were primarily Jewish in their background, but they had come to be followers of 
Jesus. They were learning that living for Christ in a world that doesn't want them can sometimes 
be demanding. They were wondering if at times it might be better to go back to being a little 
more Jewish and the little less Christian. The writer sends them this letter to remind them Jesus 
or Christ is the better way. He’s better than Moses, better than angels, better than the law. He's 
better than all of that. So how can you go back to that which was only a shadow? Live for Jesus 
and be encouraged, because Jesus also suffered for you.  

When he gets to Hebrews Chapter 12, he reminds them of a perspective that can help people to 
endure even in the face of their trials when they know it’s producing something that is eternal. 
The writer said in Hebrews 12 verse 1: 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, 
and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such 
opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Lord, we see the events going on in the world today. We realize that Christians around the 
globe are suffering today at a rate greater than at any time in our history. It's hard for us to 
imagine, but it's true, more martyrs today than ever before and there have been some 
horrendous times in Christian history. Even now, we see the assault on Israel and we wonder 
what all of these things will mean. We pray, God, for the peace of Jerusalem and the peace of 
Israel that you give wisdom to their leaders as they seek to defend their homeland. There’s anti-
Semitism brewing all over the world, God. We wonder, Is this the way that you're gonna draw 
the world's attention to Israel itself? Could these be the days of which you spoke?  

We’re praying, God, that you will help our nation America to stand strong with Israel. We’re 
praying that you will use these times to bring a great revival to the hearts of Jewish people 
everywhere that they will see that you, Jesus, are their Messiah. Lord, as they endure, we're 
reminded that we too must endure because there is a joy set before us as it was set before you,  
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a joy that helped you to endure the cross, a joy that helps us to share in that privilege of serving 
you until you come. So, Lord, help us today as we come before this table to remember you and 
the joy set before you and we’ll thank you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

There are times in our lives we look back at things we've done and things we’ve been involved 
in, and we wonder, How in the world do we ever survived those? How in the world do we ever 
get involved in those things? I was thinking this week about the first year I went to Bible college. 
I had already been through three years of university and had worked for a couple years. I felt 
God calling me after I got saved to serve him, but I didn’t know where or how. I knew I needed 
training because I didn’t know anything about the Bible. I had a lot I needed to learn and I still do 
so I went to school. I was remembering this week my schedule. I thought, How in the world that 
I ever let myself get into that?  

I was going to school full-time, eight in the morning till noon I was in the classroom. At 12:30 to 
4 I went to work at the Park Department where I was mowing lawns and digging ditches and 
fixed the sprinklers and do whatever I had to do. I was earning money to keep food on the table. 
From 4 to 7, I remember I went home and I would try to eat and would try to study for those few 
hours. Then I would go to bed at 7 or 8 at night try to get some sleep because I got up at 2 AM 
to go to my next job which was cleaning meat cases and produce cases at Albertson’s until 
about 7 or 7:30 in the morning. Then I would go straight from there back to the classroom, and I 
would do it all over again. I did that for nine months. I look back at it and I think, How in the 
world could I be so stupid? How does anybody get themselves in a situation like that?  

I'll be honest, there were a few times when I wanted to quit, just quit it all. But there was a joy 
that was set before me that I still remember that kept me going, the joy I had of knowing that I 
was doing something that God was asking me to do made a difference. The joy that knowing 
that what I was doing was actually preparing me for something that God had in store for me to 
do, and I needed to do this for him. That joy helped me. I had a joy, I still remember, of knowing 
that if I did this I would be better equipped to be available to God however and wherever he 
wanted use me. I realized that was the joy of my heart, that’s what I wanted to do. This was 
required to see that done. It was a joy that helped me to endure. 

The writer of Hebrews reminds us that it was the joy set before Jesus that helped him to endure 
the cross. “For the joy set before him he endured the cross,” he wrote. That word “endure” 
means just what you think it does. It means “to abide or to persevere,” but it has also this kind of 
meaning: “It's remaining in place, persevering, seeing it through, finishing.” It's not going down 
the easy road. It’s staying on the hard work because you know it's right. It was the joy set before 
Jesus that helped him finish the work of the cross, which could not have been easy. 

Communion is our reminder of the death of Jesus. This is a memorial meal. Jesus said, “As 
often as you eat it, do it in remembrance of me.” He is a Savior we cannot afford to forget. 
We’ve shared many times that eating this meal will not make you a Christian. It won't get you 
saved. It won't get your sins forgiven. It won't get you into heaven. The only way to be saved 
from what sin has done is by entering into a personal relationship with God through faith in the 
completed work of Jesus on the cross, his death, burial, and resurrection. 

When you believe that Jesus is your Lord and Savior and you invite him into your heart to live 
there and you live to follow him, that's when you are saved. Eating this meal won't do that for 
you. But eating this meal as Jesus asked can serve to remind us of Jesus’ death and all that it 
accomplished for us who believe.  

It was the joy set before him that helped him to endure the cross and complete the work. Make 
no mistake, the cross was not a joy. The pain, the shame, the separation he endured as he bore 
our sins on that cross was no joy. It’s what he knew that lay beyond the cross. It was what the 
obedience on the cross was going to accomplish that was part of the joy that helped him to 
endure.  
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It was an important message for the writer of Hebrews to send to the suffering Christians. “Yes, 
what you're going through is hard. Yes, some of you are dying. Yes, some of you are losing 
your jobs and being marginalized and going through the pain of staying faithful to Christ in a 
world that doesn't want him. But understand, keep your eyes on Jesus because he endured the 
cross by keeping his eyes on the joy that was set before him.” You can do the same because 
communion reminds us that Jesus endured the cross looking forward to the joy set before him. 

What was that joy? Well, among other things today, we’re gonna remember it was the joy of 
bringing glory to God, and it was the joy of bringing us to God that was set before him. Jesus 
endured the cross by looking forward to the joy of bringing glory to God. Here's the way he 
wrote it in Chapter 12 verse 1: 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, 
and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

The night before he went to the cross, Jesus met with his disciples in an upper room and what's 
been called the great priestly prayer of Jesus, he prayed these words in John 17 verse 1: 

Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For 
you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to those 
you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on 
earth by finishing the work you gave me to do.  

Living for the glory of another. 

Across the Potomac River from our nation’s capitol lies one of the most hallowed sites in our 
nation, Arlington National Cemetery. In Arlington National Cemetery, one of the most hallowed 
sites, there is the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, a monument marking the remains of men and 
women who through the years have given that last full measure of devotion, but who have died 
in anonymity. Their names are not known. It is the tomb that remembers them. 

Serving as a guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is one of the military's highest honors, 
but it is not for the faint of heart. The commitment to be a guard at that tomb is extraordinary. 
For one thing, when you become a guard, in your 30 minutes of service, you learn to parade in 
a most extraordinary way. You march in front of the tomb exactly 21 steps. You learn without a 
clock to pause for exactly 21 seconds. You pivot and march 21 steps back commemorating the 
21 gun salute, which is the highest honor for fallen heroes. The gloves that you wear are 
perfectly moistened to maintain your grip on the rifle, which is switched back and forth always to 
the outer shoulder furthest from the tomb.  

Not just anybody can serve to be a guard. You have to be between the height of 5’10” and 6’2”, 
and your waist size cannot exceed 30 inches. You must commit two years of your life to guard 
the tomb; live in a barracks under the tomb. You cannot drink any alcohol on or off-duty for the 
rest of your life. You cannot swear in public for the rest of your life. You cannot disgrace the 
uniform or the tomb in any way, and after two years of faithful guard service you’re given a 
wreath pin.  

Reportedly there are only 400 of these that are worn on anyone's lapel today. If for any reason 
for the rest of your life you violate the code of the guard of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
you have to forfeit that wreath. The shoes they wear are specially made with very thick soles to 
keep the heat and cold from their feet. There are metal heel plates that extend to the top of the 
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shoe in order to make a loud click each time they stop. There are no wrinkles, no folds or lint on 
their uniforms. Guards dress daily in front of a full-length mirror, and for the first six months of 
their guard duty, a guard cannot talk to anyone outside nor can they watch any television. All 
off-duty time is spent memorizing the 175 significant names of those interred at Arlington 
National Cemetery and where each of them is buried. Every guard spends five hours a day 
preparing their uniform for the 30 minutes that they will be guarding the tomb. Twenty-four hours 
a day, seven days a week in lightning, rain, storms, hurricanes they have never failed to 
maintain that guard. There are a line of people ready to make that commitment. 

In the interviews I've read of those who have served in the guard. They are always asked, “Why 
would you do this?”  

They always respond, “It's not a job; it’s a calling. Not for our glory, but for those who have fallen 
that they never be forgotten.” 

You know a commitment like that that seems so extraordinary is the average commitment a 
Christian is to make to his Savior, that their entire life would be set apart for his glory. 

The night before Jesus went to the cross, he prayed in the upper room with his disciples 
John 17 verse 3, “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” “This is eternal life: that they may know you.” Being 
religious or believing in God won't help you. It’s not enough.  

People tell me constantly, “I'm very religious.” 

I say, “Man, I'm sorry.” 

“I believe in God.”  

“That’s great. I believe in him too, but do you know him? Do you know him?” 

“This is eternal life: that they may know you.” The word “know” is the intimacy of knowledge 
such as between a man and a woman, a husband and wife. In order to be saved from what sin 
has done, in order to have eternal life, we have to know God; not just about him, we have to 
know him. Jesus knew that sin stood in the way as a great barrier of our knowing God with that 
kind of intimacy. He knew that his death was the only way. It was the joy of glorifying and 
magnifying and making known the wonders of God that helped him finish the work at the cross. 
He knew that God needs to be known, and God was gonna be known in the sacrifice of Christ. 
That's why Jesus said in John 17 verse 4, “I have brought you glory on earth by finishing 
the work you gave me to do.”  

What glories of God were magnified at the cross? God's love was magnified there. John 3:16, 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.” God's mercy was glorified at the cross. When Paul who 
called himself the chief of sinners wrote to Titus who would lead the effort on the island of Crete 
for the Christian cause, he told him in Chapter 3 verse 3 of that letter: 

At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of 
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one 
another. 4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, 
not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.  

God's love was made glorious or magnified at the cross, God's mercy, and also God's grace. 
You remember Paul told the Ephesians in Chapter 1 verse 4: 

For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his 
sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in 



Page 5 of 8 

accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he 
has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished 
on us.  

Jesus didn't die on the cross primarily to save you and me. He died on the cross to save us, 
make no mistake. But his primary reason for dying on the cross was to bring glory to God, to 
make the glorious person and purposes of God known so that we could know him. That’s why 
it’s not surprising to find out that our highest priority is to live for the glory of God. That's the 
Christian purpose. It’s why Paul told the Ephesians in Ephesians 1 verse 11: 

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who 
works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who 
were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were 
included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 
When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who 
is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s 
possession—to the praise of his glory. 

We live to know God and to make him known. And when living for his glory is your highest 
purpose, it helps you to endure a lot of things. People, living for God's person and God's 
purposes in a world that doesn't want him is not easy. It never has been and it never will be. 
The apostle Paul endured a great deal of trials to live his life for the glory of God. When he 
wrote about it to the Corinthians, he wrote in 2 Corinthians 4 verse 13: 

It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.”  

You believe something, it changes the way you live and speak. 

Since we have that same spirit of faith, we also believe and therefore speak, 14 because 
we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with 
Jesus and present us with you to himself. 

“You living more for this world or the next one?” Paul’s telling them. If you're afraid of losing your 
life in this world, you will never live for the glory of God. 

15 All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people 
may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, 

By the way, I don’t care how much oatmeal you eat, you are wasting away outwardly. 

yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles 
are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not 
on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is 
unseen is eternal. 

You live for the glory of God. Depending on whose numbers you use, there are reportedly 25 
million born-again, evangelical, Bible-believing Christians in the United States. Why is the power 
and presence of Jesus not more felt? Because most believers are living for themselves not for 
the glory of God.  
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Communion reminds us that Jesus endured the cross for the joy of bringing glory to God. He 
told those suffering Christians, “You too can endure the trials that come your way when you 
know you're producing a glory for God and for yourselves that will far outweigh them 
all.” 

Not only the joy of bringing glory to God, but Jesus endured the cross by looking forward to the 
joy of bringing us to God. This is mind blowing. Chapter 12, Hebrews verse 1: 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, 
and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such 
opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

When Peter wrote in his first letter to another group of believers who were suffering for their 
faith, he reminded them in 1 Peter 3 verse 18: 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 

The joy of bringing people together. 

You know, from time to time, my former roommate, best man, and good friend Sherman, who is 
a coach for the Seahawks, comes to the Bay Area to play the Raiders or the 49ers. When he 
comes, occasionally we will try to meet at the team hotel and will spend an hour or two together 
just getting caught up. I look forward to it. I've enjoyed it. I love being around him. He is a godly 
man. He always strengthens my faith in the things we talk about, and it's usually not football. 

Karla always comes, and on one of those visits I had my family there including my son Tyler, 
who is a very strong Seahawk fan. Sherman knows that. We were sitting down in the lobby 
talking, Seahawks players walking in and out all over the place. If you’re a Seahawks fan it’s 
kind of a fun thing. Suddenly Sherman gets up, excuses himself, he goes off, I don’t know 
where he went. A couple minutes later, Matt Hasselbeck, who at the time was the quarterback 
for the Seahawks, comes over. He says, “Hey, I’m looking for Tyler. I wanted to meet him.” 
Obviously, Tyler has got a big smile on his face, and those two are standing there talking, an 
arrangement that Sherman made to bring those two together simply because he is a thoughtful 
man. I still remember sitting there watching the joy of that moment because of someone who 
knew the joy of bringing those people together.  

I was thinking about that this week when I was reading here in Hebrews 12 and was reminded 
of what Peter said that Jesus died for sins “once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous,” to 
bring us to God. Jesus had come from God. He was going back to God. He knew God's love. 
He knew God's love for us and he knew God's desire to have us, but he knew there was a big 
barrier standing in the way of us being together. Sin had created that barrier, a barrier between 
God and man. Paul told the Ephesians in Chapter 2 verse 1, “You were dead in your 
transgressions and sins.” “Dead.” That's how powerless we are to do anything about sin. He told 
them in verse 12 Ephesians 2: 

Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in 
Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in 
the world.  

I was there once. So were you. Some of you still are. Sin has done a terrible number on all of 
humanity. Sin destroys everything it touches, and it separates us from God. God is life. To be 
separated from him is death. That's why people can chase after everything the world offers and 
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get it and still be empty, dissatisfied, and take their lives. Jesus said in Luke 12 verse 15, 
“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an 
abundance of possessions.” Really? You would have a hard time convincing a lot of people 
of that. So we spend our lives chasing after that which will never fill us and we can’t hold onto? 
There is no U-Haul behind the hearse. You ever heard that? So if life doesn't consist of an 
abundance of possessions, what does life consist of? Life consists in the abundance of a 
person, Jesus Christ. Jesus told the disciples the night of the Last Supper before he went to the 
cross in John 14 verse 6, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” Jesus is the life. The Father is the life, so no one has life until you 
come to God through Jesus, which is why John said in 1 John 5 verse 11: 

And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have 
life. 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 
know that you have eternal life.  

Jesus died to bring us to God. He died to pay for our sins to meet the demands of God's law to 
remove the barrier and open the way for us to come to God. No one else could do that, and no 
one else would. Paul told the Romans, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

Peter said in 1 Peter 3:18, “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, to bring you to God.” 

“It was the joy set before him that helped him endure the cross,” the joy of bringing people to 
God, and it ought to do the same for us. Living for Christ in a fallen world is not easy, and 
sharing the gospel can be scary. But there is no greater joy than knowing you are being used to 
share a message about what Jesus has done that God can then use to bring those people to 
God, to bring them to himself. 

Somebody took the risk to do that for me. They told me what Jesus had done. And when I 
believed it, God brought me to himself. Now I have the privilege of telling other people what 
Jesus has done and the joy of seeing God use that to bring more people to himself, people from 
every tribe, language, and nation.  

Communion reminds us that Jesus’ death on a cross made that all possible, and it was the joy 
set before him that helped him endure. He wanted us to remember so he implemented this meal 
so that when we go through trials and go through struggles we won’t be focused so much on 
this life and what it’s costing, but we’ll be focusing on what it's gaining, a joy set before us, a joy 
of living our lives to bring glory to God for which we were created. That's what Jesus did, and 
the joy of knowing that God is using us to bring people to himself. So, he said, “Throw off 
everything that hinders that, everything, and the sin that so easily entangles. And run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us. Fix your eyes on Jesus . . . Consider him who 
endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” 

Can we really do this? Yes, we can because God who did it at the cross in Jesus allowed Jesus 
to endure for the joy set before him, and that same Jesus now lives in us and in us he will 
continue to endure through us if we keep our eyes on the joy set before us.  

Jesus said, “This bread is my body. This cup is my blood. It's given for you, and as often 
as you eat it remember me.”  
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Lord, that's what we're here to do today. We’re here to remember. Thank you for enduring the 
cross. Thank you for reminding us the joy that was set before you is the joy that’s set before us. 
May it help us to live more for you each and every day for your glory and for the joy of bringing 
people to you. And we'll thank you as we remember you today at this table. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

 


