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August 17, 2014 
Habakkuk 3:16-19 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Habakkuk - Faith in the 
Sovereignty of God 

 
If you have your Bibles, I'd like you to turn with me if you would to Habakkuk. We're gonna be 
heading back into our series “The Prophetable Church: Major lessons from the minor prophets.” 
We are in prophet #8, Habakkuk. “The Prophetable Church” is kind of a catchy phrase I hope. 
The church is nonprofit in the financial sense, but it was never to be non-prophet when it came 
to a prophetic sense in preaching the word of God. You and I who make up the church are to be 
committed to God's word and living it out in every generation. People are to know who Jesus is 
through our lives. We are to be the prophetable church. The major lessons for the minor 
prophets all have to do with what that means to live that out. Today, with Habakkuk it’s no 
exception. 

Habakkuk was a very honest prophet. In fact, honesty is something that's in high demand today 
and not often seen enough, so when I come across something that's honest, I want to share it 
with you. You know, we’re in an age where we are very diet conscious. There’s diets all over the 
place. I came across this one called the Stress Diet, but it ought to be called the Honest Diet. 
This is one we could do. Listen to this: 

Breakfast: Half grapefruit, one slice whole wheat toast, 8 ounces skim milk 

Lunch: 4 oz lean, boiled chicken breast; 1 cup steamed zucchini; 1 Oreo cookie; herb 
tea  

Mid-afternoon snack: Rest of the package of Oreos, 1 quart Rocky Road ice cream, 1 jar 
hot fudge 

Dinner: 2 loaves of garlic bread, large cheese and mushroom pizza, large pitcher of 
soda, 3 Milky Way candy bars, entire Sara Lee cheesecake eaten directly from the 
refrigerator.  

Now, that's an honest diet. That’s a diet we could do, Amen? We could do that. Well, you know 
when I read that I thought, There’s an honest diet. Today we’re gonna be looking at Habakkuk 
the honest prophet. 

You know, many times as Christians we’re afraid to be honest with God. There are times we 
don't think he's listening. There’s times we don't like what he's doing. There’s times we’re not 
even sure he’s managing things correctly. Why does bad stuff still happen? If God is good, why 
do all these things happen to me? And on and on it goes. Sometimes we feel a little guilty 
expressing those things to God.  

Habakkuk was an honest prophet. He let God know what he was thinking, respectfully. In that, 
God met him and showed him and taught him. “Habakkuk, you don't see everything. I'm 
always working even when it doesn't look like it. I'm hearing you when you pray. You can 
trust me because I'm good. I am the sovereign God who works out all things for my 
glory.”  

Habakkuk began his work preaching a message to an Israelite society that didn't want to hear it 
along with Jeremiah, who was one of his contemporaries, and a Daniel who was getting ready 
to go off into captivity in Babylon. Here's how Habakkuk begins his prophecy: 
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 The prophecy that Habakkuk the prophet received. 

2 How long, LORD, must I call for help, 
    but you do not listen? 
Or cry out to you, “Violence!” 
    but you do not save? 
3 Why do you make me look at injustice? 
    Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? 
Destruction and violence are before me; 
    there is strife, and conflict abounds. 
4 Therefore the law is paralyzed, 
    and justice never prevails. 
The wicked hem in the righteous, 
    so that justice is perverted. 

The LORD’s Answer 

5 “Look at the nations and watch— 
    and be utterly amazed. 
For I am going to do something in your days 
    that you would not believe, 
    even if you were told. 
6 I am raising up the Babylonians, 
    that ruthless and impetuous people, 
who sweep across the whole earth 
    to seize dwellings not their own. 
7 They are a feared and dreaded people; 
    they are a law to themselves 
    and promote their own honor. 

Which leads to Habakkuk’s second complaint. The first one was, “God, I don’t think you’re 
listening.” And the second one is, “Now that you’ve answered, I don’t like your solution.” 
Habakkuk Chapter 1 verse 12: 

LORD, are you not from everlasting? 
    My God, my Holy One, you will never die. 
You, LORD, have appointed them to execute judgment; 
    you, my Rock, have ordained them to punish. 
13 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; 
    you cannot tolerate wrongdoing. 
Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? 
    Why are you silent while the wicked 
    swallow up those more righteous than themselves? 
14 You have made people like the fish in the sea, 
    like the sea creatures that have no ruler. 
15 The wicked foe pulls all of them up with hooks, 
    he catches them in his net, 
he gathers them up in his dragnet; 
    and so he rejoices and is glad. 
16 Therefore he sacrifices to his net 
    and burns incense to his dragnet, 
for by his net he lives in luxury 
    and enjoys the choicest food. 
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17 Is he to keep on emptying his net, 
    destroying nations without mercy? 

2 I will stand at my watch 
    and station myself on the ramparts; 
I will look to see what he will say to me, 
    and what answer I am to give to this complaint. 

The LORD’s Answer 

2 Then the LORD replied: 

“Write down the revelation 
    and make it plain on tablets 
    so that a herald may run with it. 
3 For the revelation awaits an appointed time; 
    it speaks of the end 
    and will not prove false. 
Though it linger, wait for it; 
    it will certainly come 
    and will not delay. 

4 “See, the enemy is puffed up; 
    his desires are not upright— 
    but the righteous person will live by his faithfulness— 

Chapter 2 verse 13: 

Has not the LORD Almighty determined 
    that the people’s labor is only fuel for the fire, 
    that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing? 
14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD 
    as the waters cover the sea. 

Chapter 3 verse 16: 

I heard and my heart pounded, 
    my lips quivered at the sound; 
decay crept into my bones, 
    and my legs trembled. 
Yet I will wait patiently for the day of calamity 
    to come on the nation invading us. 
17 Though the fig tree does not bud 
    and there are no grapes on the vines, 
though the olive crop fails 
    and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the pen 
    and no cattle in the stalls, 
18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 
    I will be joyful in God my Savior. 
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19 The Sovereign LORD is my strength; 
    he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 
    he enables me to tread on the heights. 

For the director of music. On my stringed instruments. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Father, these prophetic words are as powerful today as they've ever been. Who of us have not 
at times have complained, “God, are you even listening?” Going through stuff and we cry out 
and see no change. Then when we find out what the course of direction is you've chosen, we 
don't like it and we complain all the more. It isn’t that we don't believe in you, God, it's that at 
times we get our eyes off of you and onto ourselves. Like Habakkuk, we lose perspective, but 
you're always working. You're always good, and you are sovereign and in control of everything. 
We can trust you and put our faith in you. That's what Habakkuk learned. That's what I need to 
learn. That’s what all of us need to learn. So teach us today, Lord, we pray. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.  

When our kids were little, Karla and I used to spend time at our public school helping out. Karla 
many times in the classroom singing with the kids with her guitar; I would usually go to lunch 
and then hang out on the playground. You know, playground’s an interesting place in public 
school. There’s a lot of stuff out there. It's pretty amazing to see. Some of it good; some of it not 
so good. 

When our son Tyler was in the probably about third grade, he and his little buddies used to play 
basketball on the lunchtime playfield there. I would stand by and watch. Inevitably, the older, big 
guys, fifth-graders -- there’s a big difference between a third-grader and a fifth-grader -- man, 
they’d be, like, twice the size and twice as fast sometimes. They'd worm their way into the game 
and obviously take it over and start beating up a third-grade kid. Not physically, but, I mean, 
they’d win the game every time. The kids got discouraged. They would see me standing there 
watching the game wondering, Dad, why aren’t you doing anything? So one day I did. I said, 
“I'm joining the third grade team today.” Now, I gotta tell you, it was a wonderful moment for me. 
I could totally control the game on both sides, and it isn't because I'm such a great basketball 
player, but when you are 2 feet taller, 100 lbs. heavier and 30 years more experienced than 
anybody else on the field, it’s not really hard to control things. 

I could make the game come out any way I wanted. I could let our team get behind and then at 
the right moment we come back and we would always win. When our kids, the third-graders, 
saw that the fifth-graders couldn’t win anymore when dad was in the game, it changed their 
whole attitude. Man, they looked forward to it. They couldn’t wait to get out there. They couldn’t 
wait for those big kids to come over and say, “Hey, you wanna play?” Because they knew dad 
was gonna jump in, and when he did, the game was gonna come out in their favor. Their whole 
attitude changed.  

You know, when somebody is bigger and stronger than we are, and we know they control things 
and then they can make it come out good for us, you’re able to face some things. Even when 
you get behind, you know you don’t have to worry because we’re gonna come out on top. When 
you know someone is sovereign over the details, you don't worry about the details.  
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I'm not sovereign, but God is. You can be certain that whatever you're facing, whatever you're 
going through, whatever's happening in the world, God is at work. He is good, and he is 
sovereignly in control of all things. You see, what those kids experienced on the basketball court 
with me, God wants all of his kids to experience in life with him. That's what Habakkuk lost sight 
of. 

Habakkuk is the 8th of these 12 minor prophets that we’re gonna be looking at: minor prophets, 
not in the sense that their message isn’t important, it’s just smaller than messages like Jeremiah 
or Ezekial or Daniel. Though these messages for the most part were written over 2,500 years 
ago, they are still speaking to issues very relevant for today. If we ever needed a reminder that 
God's good and he’s sovereign and in control, today is that day.  

Habakkuk lived and preached about 600 years before the birth of Christ. His name means “one 
who clasps or grasps or holds on.” God wanted him to clasp or grasp or hold onto his 
sovereignty and his goodness. Jeremiah was preaching in Jerusalem, and Daniel was getting 
prepared to go into captivity in Babylon at a time when Israel and Jerusalem in specific was in 
great decline. All around Habakkuk was conflict, fighting, arguing, and turmoil. There was 
oppression, corruption among the leaders, bribery instead of justice, the courts were corrupt, 
and the wicked far outnumbered the righteous.  

Habakkuk was a man of real faith, but even Habakkuk had grown weary of all the sin and 
idolatry and immorality and materialism and corruption and the ungodliness, so he finally comes 
before God with his two complaints. The first is, “God, you're not listening,” Chapter 1 verse 2: 

2 How long, LORD, must I call for help, 
    but you do not listen? 
Or cry out to you, “Violence!” 
    but you do not save? 
3 Why do you make me look at injustice? 
    Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? 
Destruction and violence are before me; 
    there is strife, and conflict abounds. 
4 Therefore the law is paralyzed, 
    and justice never prevails. 
The wicked hem in the righteous, 
    so that justice is perverted. 

“I'm praying, God, but nothing's happening. Don't you see this? Have you stopped listening?” 

God said, “I’ve heard you. I’m gonna bring Babylon on them. I’m gonna destroy 
Jerusalem and bring justice and judgment on those who are doing what you're 
proclaiming.”  

So Habakkuk says, “I don’t like that solution. You’re not fair.” Verse 12: 

LORD, are you not from everlasting? 
    My God, my Holy One, you will never die. 

He’s reminding God of who he is as though God needs to know. 

You, LORD, have appointed them to execute judgment; 
    you, my Rock, have ordained them to punish. 
13 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; 
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    you cannot tolerate wrongdoing. 
Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? 
    Why are you silent while the wicked 
    swallow up those more righteous than themselves? 

“How in the world are you gonna use Babylon? They’re a pagan nation more corrupt, more 
wicked, more vile than we are. Are you really gonna use an Isis to punish America?” That’s what 
he’s asking. “Don't you realize those people just brag about their gods and they say they're 
getting away with it and our God is no God at all? How do you let them win?” 

Habakkuk had forgotten who's really in charge, so God answers Habakkuk. In these answers, 
Habakkuk learns that God is sovereign. He is control. He sees everything. He's working his plan 
for good to those who trust him. The wicked are not getting away with anything, so don't trust in 
what you see. Trust in what God says and who he is because, as Habakkuk learned, faith in our 
sovereign God will give us all we need to face any situation.  

What does faith in his sovereignty give us? Habakkuk learned that it gives us joy despite our 
circumstances, and it gives us strength despite our weakness. Faith in our sovereign God gives 
us joy despite our circumstances. When he heard in Chapter 2 verse 2 all the way through 
Chapter 2 verse 20 what was gonna happen to Babylon in the future, he said in Chapter 3 verse 
16: 

I heard and my heart pounded, 
    my lips quivered at the sound; 
decay crept into my bones, 
    and my legs trembled. 

A judgment so severe in Babylon that he couldn’t even stand in front of God as he listened to it. 

Yet I will wait patiently for the day of calamity 
    to come on the nation invading us. 
17 Though the fig tree does not bud 
    and there are no grapes on the vines, 
though the olive crop fails 
    and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the pen 
    and no cattle in the stalls, 
18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 
    I will be joyful in God my Savior. 

Richard Stearns, president of World Vision, was sharing about a time a couple of years ago 
right after the Haiti earthquake. He was in Port-au-Prince. He attended a church there about a 
year after the earthquake. He said, “The church’s building consisted of a tent made from white 
tarps and duct tape pitched in the midst of a sprawling campus where thousands of people are 
still homeless from the earthquake.” This is how he described the church service in Haiti that 
morning: 

In the front row sat 6 amputees ranging in age from 6 to 60. They were clapping and 
smiling as they sang song after song and lifted their prayers to God. The worship was 
full of hope and with thanksgiving to the Lord, but no one was singing louder or praying 
more fervently than Demosi Louphine, a 32-year-old, unemployed, single mother of two.  
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During the earthquake, a collapsed building crushed her right arm and left leg, and four 
days later both had to be amputated. She was now leading the choir, leading prayers, 
standing on her prosthesis, and lifting the one hand she had left in praise to God.  

Following the service, I met Demosi’s two daughters, ages 8 and 10. The three of them 
now live in a tent five feet tall and eight feet wide. Despite losing her job, her home, and 
two limbs, she is deeply grateful because God spared her life the day of the earthquake. 
“He brought me back like Lazarus,” she said, “giving me the gift of life” who believes she 
survived the devastating quake for two reasons: to raise her girls, and to serve her Lord 
for a few more years.  

Richard Stearns says: 

It makes no sense to me as an entitled American who grouses at the smallest 
inconveniences: a clogged drain, or a slow Wi-Fi connection. Yet, here in this place, 
many people who had lost everything expressed nothing but praise. I feel pity and 
sadness for them, but it is they who might better pity me for the shallowness of my own 
walk with Jesus. 

You know, when I read stuff like that it really gets to me because it's real. These people are real. 
You have to ask the question, Where does that kind of peaceful joy really come from? Do you 
have to lose everything to experience a joy like that? Maybe. Because when you have nothing 
left but God, and you discover that in him you have a joy that cannot be taken, then you know 
the joy of the Lord and not your circumstances. This kind of joy flows from a belief of knowing 
that God is good and that he is in control. He works it all for his purpose. That's the perspective 
that God had to give back to Habakkuk.  

Habakkuk filed his two complaints not because he stopped believing in God any more than we 
do. We complain, as Habakkuk did, because we lose sight of God's all-controlling, sovereign 
power, and goodness in what’s happening. That's why in Chapter 1 verse 2 Habakkuk said: 

How long, LORD, must I call for help, 
    but you do not listen? 

That word “listen” is a Hebrew word normally with a connotation, “I don’t see you doing 
anything, so therefore, you must not be hearing me.” You ever been there? 

“God, I’m in this mess. I’m crying out to you but nothing’s changing, so are you there?” Boy, how 
quickly we doubt. How quickly I doubt. He was living by sight and not by faith, so God told him in 
verse 5: 

Look at the nations and watch— 
    and be utterly amazed. 
For I am going to do something in your days 
    that you would not believe, 
    even if you were told. 

“Habakkuk, you don't see the whole story. In fact, I don't tell you half of it because if I tell 
you, you won't believe me. You want an example? I’m gonna use Babylon to punish and 
chastise your people in Jerusalem.”  

“I don’t believe it.” 
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“Well, see I told you you wouldn’t believe it even if I told you. I'm listening, Habakkuk. I'm 
always listening. I'm always working, and even now watch with amazement. Remember, 
Habakkuk” in verse 4: 

See, the enemy is puffed up; 
    his desires are not upright— 
    but the righteous person will live by his faithfulness— 

Or “will live by faith.” Either translation is right. It’s saying the same thing. “You’re gonna live 
by faith. You’re gonna live by God's faithfulness. You’re gonna be faithful to God.” God 
reminded Habakkuk, “If you live by the circumstances that you see, then you will always 
be disillusioned and prone to being misled. You'll begin to doubt God and my goodness 
and my sovereignty. But if you live by faith and are faithful to my word, you will trust me, 
especially when you cannot see.” We live by faith, not by sight. “The righteous shall live by 
their faith,” or “the righteous will live by his faithfulness.”  

That passage, Habakkuk 2:4, is quoted three times in the New Testament. If you take Hebrews 
to be written by Paul, then all three are Pauline. Romans 1:17, “The righteous will live by faith.” 
Galatians 3 verse 11, “The righteous will live by faith.” Not the law, by faith. Hebrews 10 
verse 37: 

For, 

“In just a little while, 
    he who is coming will come 
    and will not delay.” 

38 And, 

“But my righteous one will live by faith. 
    And I take no pleasure 
    in the one who shrinks back.” 

39 But we do not belong to those who shrink back and are destroyed, but to those who 
have faith and are saved. 

Which is why Paul told the Corinthian church in 2 Corinthians 5 verse 7, “We live by faith, not by 
sight.” You know what Habakkuk had fallen to? He had a great faith, but he got his eyes off 
God. I find myself doing that more than I want to admit. Without even knowing it, here’s what I'm 
telling God, “God, you show me, I'll believe it.”  

God says, “No. You believe it, and I'll show you.” Faith in a God whose word and person we 
trust no matter how out of control our circumstances may seem. 

Graham Cook, noted author, conference speaker, in his book Embracing Change said: 

God is consistent, but he's also unpredictable. He is consistent in his nature. You always 
know where you are with God, but you seldom know what he's going to do next. You 
cannot find security in what God is doing. There is only security in who God is. 

Steven Curtis Chapman, who sang on this very stage a few years ago, had come soon after he 
had lost one of his little girls in a tragic accident. He said: 
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You know, I can’t control everything, but I can control where I allow things to fall. So 
these circumstances either fall between us and God and we become angry, or we allow 
these things to fall outside of us and press us closer to God. 

We don't know what the future holds for any of us, but we know him who holds the future. When  
Habakkuk realized again that God controls the destiny of nations and holds all things together 
by his power, he knew that no matter what his circumstances he could rejoice in God his Savior.  

“So, Lord, when the invading hoards come and they strip the trees of their fruit, when they 
ravage the fields so there's no food, when they kill and eat all of our livestock to feed their 
hungry armies, and we're left in poverty and famine,” he said in Habakkuk 3 verse 17: 

Though the fig tree does not bud 
    and there are no grapes on the vines, 
though the olive crop fails 
    and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the pen 
    and no cattle in the stalls, 
18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 
    I will be joyful in God my Savior. 

“I know even that you are using for good, and I can trust you.”  

People, I don’t know what you all may be facing right now, but God does. You can trust him to 
work, and you can trust him to be good. We rejoice not in our circumstances but in the God who 
holds us and those circumstances in his mighty, sovereign hands. 

Not only joy despite our circumstances, but faith in our sovereign God gives us strength despite 
our weakness. Habakkuk said in Chapter 3, verse 19: 

The Sovereign LORD is my strength; 
    he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 
    he enables me to tread on the heights. 

For the director of music. On my stringed instruments. 

Habakkuk uses a lot of musical connotations here, and this Chapter 3 is considered to be some 
of the finest literature ever written, but it was a song. Habakkuk was a member of the Levitical 
choir in Jerusalem. He loved to sing. The words that God had him sing over the years are now 
coming back to him. Many of the songs that David wrote were now in his heart. He’s beginning 
to see. He was beginning to see that it was God's strength that mattered and not his own. 

You know, when our kids were little, we gave them chores at the appropriate level for where 
they were. At one point, my son Tyler’s chore was to bag up the garbage and get it ready to go 
out on the street for the night. I remember him saying to me one day, “Dad, what if I fill this bag 
up with trash but I can't lift it in the bin to take out?” 

I said, “Oh, don’t worry about that. You just load the bag, and if it's too heavy I'll put it in the bin. 
You just do your part; I’ll do mine.” So he did and never gave it another thought. He just went 
around. He didn’t care how much was in the bag. He just loaded it up. If it was too heavy, dad 
came and did his part. You know, in a similar way, that's how God wants us to live each day 
with him: not worried about solving all the dilemmas or understanding everything that goes on, 
or even how it's gonna work, but just to know that we have a part to do and God will do his part 
faithfully.  



Page 10 of 12 

Habakkuk was a bit overwhelmed by the size of the assignment he was given by God. “You 
know what, God, Jeremiah is out there preaching this stuff.”  Jehoiakim and Zedekiah are not in 
favor of his message, in fact, they have totally persecuted him.  

Habakkuk would've seen Jeremiah in the public stocks with his hands and arms locked in public 
disgrace because he's preaching this very word. “You need to repent. Judgment’s coming. It's 
gonna be Babylon” and nobody believed him.  

Habakkuk's going, “You know what? You sure you want me doing that? It’s a bit overwhelming. 
I don’t know if I can do this.” Then Habakkuk reminded God, “You know, when I do it, I go out 
and start saying these things, but I don’t see you doing anything. Nothing changes.” Chapter 1 
verse 12 Habakkuk said: 

LORD, are you not from everlasting? 
    My God, my Holy One, you will never die. 
You, LORD, have appointed them to execute judgment; 
    you, my Rock, have ordained them to punish. 
13 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; 
    you cannot tolerate wrongdoing. 
Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? 
    Why are you silent while the wicked 
    swallow up those more righteous than themselves? 

“Lord, I’m out there preaching this thing, and all I see is a wicked nation more wicked than us is 
coming to destroy us. I don’t get it.” So, Chapter 2 verse 1: 

I’m gonna stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts. 

“I’m not gonna do anything. I’m gonna stand here and wait to see what you’re gonna say.” 

God told Habakkuk, “You don’t worry about all that stuff out there. You do what I tell you 
and then you will see what I will do.” So what did he tell him? Chapter 2 verse 2: 

Then the LORD replied: 

“Write down the revelation 
    and make it plain on tablets 
    so that a herald (literally, anyone who reads it) may run with it. 

“You write this down, Habakkuk. I don’t want you to only proclaim it, I want you to write it 
down so everybody can have it.” 

3 For the revelation awaits an appointed time; 
    it speaks of the end 
    and will not prove false. 
Though it linger, wait for it; 
    it will certainly come 
    and will not delay. 

Then he reminded Habakkuk in Chapter 2 verse 13: 

Has not the LORD Almighty determined 
    that the people’s labor is only fuel for the fire, 
    that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing? 
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14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD 
    as the waters cover the sea. 

“Habakkuk, it looks like you're losing. It looks like I'm not listening, and you're not in 
agreement with my plan but I want you to remember this, Babylon is gonna be known 
over the earth. It's my glory and my kingdom that’s gonna be known all over the earth. 
And when I'm done, you will see that glory. So don’t be overwhelmed. You do your part. 
You trust me to do the rest, and I'll show you in the end how it all comes together.”  

So, in Chapter 2, God reveals to Habakkuk what he was to write down: the judgments that were 
coming against Babylon. He was gonna use that wicked nation for his purpose, but then they 
also were gonna be judged. The wicked would not get away with anything. All nations would 
turn to the Lord or they would be destroyed. When Habakkuk realizes that, when he realizes 
that his sovereign Almighty God was judging the nations and his role was to live for God and 
obey his voice, he suddenly realized a new strength that comes from believing in the plans and 
purposes and justice of a sovereign God. 

Let me ask you this. Do you believe that God is working in the horrible situations that are going 
on in Iraq with Isis and the Christians and all of that? Do you believe that God is working his 
plans in Syria? With Al Qaeda? In Egypt with the Muslim brotherhood? Do you believe that God 
is working all of his plans with Israel and Hamas? Do you believe that God is sovereignly in 
control of the events that are going on leading to the decline of American culture as we know it? 
Let me ask you this. More importantly, do you believe that God is sovereignly in control of 
everything you are facing right now however you got there? Lose sight of that and you'll be 
overwhelmed to try to solve it on your own. Keep your eyes on this God. You be faithful to his 
word and to him, and he will show you his strength. He will work it for his purpose.  

That's why Habakkuk said: 

19 The Sovereign LORD is my strength; 
    he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 

Swift and sure of foot, resilient, graceful, a spring in my step, a fresh energy, a burst of strength 
to keep going even in the most menial tasks knowing that I believe in God, I’m faithful to him, 
and he is faithful to me. My work in Christ is not in vain. Isaiah said in Chapter 40 verse 29, “He 
gives strength to the weary and increases the power in the weak.” 

Habakkuk said, “He enables me to tread on the heights.” I love that and love that phrase. It's a 
military term. It implies ultimate victory. This idea: I'm right now in the valley, and I can’t see how 
all this works. I'm in the midst of the battle, and at times it seems like we’re losing. But some 
day, this sovereign God is gonna give me strength to the heights to get to the top of the 
mountain and then with God I will look down and see it how it all fit together to accomplish a 
victory that only God could win. I'll see how my trusting him in that little space of time was a part 
of that victory. I don't see it all now. He'll show it all to me then. 

People, I don’t know what you're facing. I don't. But God's asking you to trust his word, believe 
in him, and to be faithful. When you are, he will show you from the heights how it all worked out 
for his good. The righteous will live by their faith. 

Two or three weeks ago, Karla and I were down at our local community pool with Tyler, Melissa, 
my son and daughter-in-law, and our two grandsons Levi and Owen. Levi’s 4. He loves the 
water, but he can't swim yet. He's getting close, but he can't swim yet so he wears these little 
swimmy things. Then he jumps off the side and he goes underwater and bobs up every time. So 
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Tyler says to him the last time, a couple weeks ago, “Levi, would you like to try the water without 
the swimmies?” 

“Sure.” 

So he got him out of the water, set him on the deck there, and took the swimmies off. Now, 
Karla and I are in the water. Tyler comes back in, and I'm expecting Levi to be really afraid. I 
mean, the shallow end's over his head. We’re standing right about where it’s this deep on me 
(indicating chest high). He can’t swim, so I'm figuring he's gonna come up and be really afraid. 
You know what he did? As soon as those swimmies came off, he ran across the deck, leaped in 
the air and said, “Help me!” SPLASH! right in the deep end. He goes down. He can’t swim. He’s 
thrashing around (gulp, cough).  We grabbed him out of the water, brought him over to the side, 
put him up on the thing and expected -- same thing. He didn’t wait a second. He ran across the 
deck, leaped in the air, “Help me!” SPLASH! in again he went. I thought, How in the world does 
a kid who can’t swim have that kind of confidence to jump in the deep end? Because he had he 
had faith that somebody was gonna do what he just requested. “Help me.”  

He had no second thought that he would be in any way harmed, which is why we’re having to 
teach him, “You don’t do this if we’re not around until we teach you to swim.”  

People, God's never asking us to take a blind leap. We’re like kids standing on the edge of a 
deep end with no swimmies and he’s saying, “You jump in there because I'm here, and I'm 
in control. You may go down a little bit. You may get your ears full of water. You may 
swallow a few pipefuls, but you ain’t gonna drown. I’m not gonna let you. This is what 
you’ll learn: I’m sovereign. You can have a joy in the midst of circumstances because I'm 
in control of all of it. It’s not phony, it’s real. You’ll know that when you feel the weakest 
and you’re overwhelmed, you take heart. You trust me and do your part, I’m gonna show 
you how strong I am. The sovereign Lord is your strength.” That's why Habakkuk learned 
through all of this: No matter how it looks, we can have faith in a sovereign God.  

Thank you, Father, for this reminder. I need it in my life right now. It isn’t that we stop believing 
in you, it’s just that we get our eyes off you. We get overwhelmed by stuff. We cry out. We don't 
think we’re heard and can't figure out how it's all working. When we see the course you put us 
on we don't like it. We wonder how you could do it. We think we got so many answers and we 
have none. It all comes back to the revelation, the word, and believing it. Faith is the victory, 
faith in a sovereign God. Thank you for that reminder today. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 


