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Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning 
into this week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I 
hope it will be a great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to 
strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement 
for your weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church 
in your community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and 
teachers who can speak into your lives. We also realize that around the world there are places 
where there is no local church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great 
encouragement to you and anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and 
to share with in this message. Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it 
will be a great blessing in your life. 

If you have your Bibles, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to the Old Testament to the 
book of Zephaniah, one of the minor prophets, as we continue on in our study of “The 
Prophetable Church: Major Lessons from the Minor Prophets.” Zephaniah is not a very popular 
book. In fact, it was not popular when Zephaniah preached it. It certainly was not popular 
through the ages as people read it. I said to someone earlier this week, I would be highly 
surprised if there weren’t some people who got up and walked out of church this Sunday when 
they hear it.  

Zephaniah is a book about judgment, but it was never meant to scare us. It was meant to 
encourage and give us hope and assurance that if we are trusting in Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior we don’t have to worry about a coming judgment. Our judgment’s already been meted 
out. We just need to live for him, be faithful to him; we need to give our lives to him, and obey 
him.  

Zephaniah was calling the people of Jerusalem and Judah and the surrounding nations to 
repentance because he said, “There is a day coming, a day of the Lord when God's judgment 
will be meted out, and there is a day of the Lord yet to come when Jesus Christ returns.” We 
need to be living ready for that. This is the way Zephaniah recorded this message for us. We’ll 
be reading in Chapter 1 and into Chapter 2 and then other chapters later as we get into it, Lord 
willing. Here's Zephaniah's message, Chapter 1 verse 1: 

The word of the LORD that came to Zephaniah son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the 
son of Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, during the reign of Josiah son of Amon king of 
Judah: 

2 “I will sweep away everything 
    from the face of the earth,” 
declares the LORD. 
3 “I will sweep away both man and beast; 
    I will sweep away the birds in the sky 
    and the fish in the sea— 
    and the idols that cause the wicked to stumble.” 
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“When I destroy all mankind 
    on the face of the earth,” 
declares the LORD, 
4 “I will stretch out my hand against Judah 
    and against all who live in Jerusalem. 
I will destroy every remnant of Baal worship in this place, 
    the very names of the idolatrous priests— 
5 those who bow down on the roofs 
    to worship the starry host, 
those who bow down and swear by the LORD 
    and who also swear by Molek, 
6 those who turn back from following the LORD 
    and neither seek the LORD nor inquire of him.” 

7 Be silent before the Sovereign LORD, 
    for the day of the LORD is near. 
The LORD has prepared a sacrifice; 
    he has consecrated those he has invited. 

8 “On the day of the LORD’s sacrifice 
    I will punish the officials 
    and the king’s sons 
and all those clad 
    in foreign clothes. 
9 On that day I will punish 
    all who avoid stepping on the threshold, 
who fill the temple of their gods 
    with violence and deceit. 

10 “On that day,” 
    declares the LORD, 
“a cry will go up from the Fish Gate, 
    wailing from the New Quarter, 
    and a loud crash from the hills. 
11 Wail, you who live in the market district; 
    all your merchants will be wiped out, 
    all who trade with silver will be destroyed. 
12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps 
    and punish those who are complacent, 
    who are like wine left on its dregs, 
who think, ‘The LORD will do nothing, 
    either good or bad.’ 
13 Their wealth will be plundered, 
    their houses demolished. 
Though they build houses, 
    they will not live in them; 
though they plant vineyards, 
    they will not drink the wine.” 

14 The great day of the LORD is near— 
    near and coming quickly. 
The cry on the day of the LORD is bitter; 
    the Mighty Warrior shouts his battle cry. 
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15 That day will be a day of wrath— 
    a day of distress and anguish, 
        a day of trouble and ruin, 
    a day of darkness and gloom, 
        a day of clouds and blackness— 
16     a day of trumpet and battle cry 
    against the fortified cities 
    and against the corner towers. 

17 “I will bring such distress on all people 
    that they will grope about like those who are blind, 
    because they have sinned against the LORD. 
Their blood will be poured out like dust 
    and their entrails like dung. 
18 Neither their silver nor their gold 
    will be able to save them 
    on the day of the LORD’s wrath.” 

In the fire of his jealousy 
    the whole earth will be consumed, 
for he will make a sudden end 
    of all who live on the earth. 

2 Gather together, gather yourselves together, 
    you shameful nation, 
2 before the decree takes effect 
    and that day passes like windblown chaff, 
before the LORD’s fierce anger 
    comes upon you, 
before the day of the LORD’s wrath 
    comes upon you. 
3 Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, 
    you who do what he commands. 
Seek righteousness, seek humility; 
    perhaps you will be sheltered 
    on the day of the LORD’s anger. 

Wow. Let’s pray together.  

Father, these words are powerful and they are not to be ignored. We can walk away. We can 
pretend they're not there. We can choose not to believe, but it doesn't change the truth, the 
great day of the Lord is coming and coming quickly. This word was given to encourage us, to 
help us to know we can have absolute assurance, and to be ready and looking forward to the 
great day of your coming. Help us, Lord, to hear your voice through Zephaniah concerning the 
great day of the Lord and we'll thank you. In your precious name, Amen.  

At first it was just a tropical depression, but it began to grow in size and momentum and slowly 
moved westward across the sea. Weather forecasters worldwide noted the season's first 
hurricane but quickly added that it was too far from anything to cause concern. That assessment 
change radically over the next three days as the storm approached Caribbean waters. Each day 
the weather advisories were more pronounced: small craft warnings; gale warnings; tropical 
storm warnings; and when the wind surged past 48 knots, hurricane warnings. 
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Billy Graham in his book Storm Warning went on to say: 

Hurricane Andrew's first landfall was at 11 PM on Sunday, August 23, 1992, in the 
Bahamas. Four people were killed on the island of Eleuthera, and property damage was 
the most extensive in the island's history. Four hours later, the palm trees in south 
Florida begin to dance in the wind with the first gusts of Andrew. Further south near 
Florida City, Herman Lucerne was also preparing to ride out the storm. A former mayor 
of Florida City, Herman was a renowned outdoorsman and fishing guide. At the age of 
78, he was known to many people as Mr. Everglades because that great swampland 
was his stomping ground. He had lived there all his life. When he heard the storm 
warnings, he took the usual precautions just as he had done for countless other 
hurricanes. He had seen so many in the past, he was convinced he would weather 
another. 

Andrew hit south Florida around 4 AM. During those long, deadly hours, Hurricane 
Andrew unleashed a fury of devastating proportions. For the first time, a storm passed 
directly over the National Hurricane Warning Service at Coral Gables and ripped the 
radar array off the top of that six-story structure. The center's anemometer was 
destroyed shortly after it recorded 164 mile an hour winds with gusts that were going off 
the scale.  

The winds that blasted the tip of Florida left 33 people dead, destroyed more than 
63,000 homes, left 1.3 million people without water or electricity, and did more than $30 
billion in damage. But it didn't stop there. Nineteen hours later the hurricane had crossed 
the Gulf of Mexico and struck the coast of Louisiana where it killed again leaving 50,000 
people homeless and hundreds of thousands without water or electricity. The 
newspapers rightly observed it was the most devastating natural disaster to ever strike 
the United States. 

Tragically in Florida City, Herman Lucerne would never get another chance. He didn't 
survive Andrew. He relied on his experience, but this time his usual precautions were not 
enough. 

From time to time we’re warned of approaching danger that lies on the horizon. Many times we 
hardly pay attention. Some heed the warnings and take the appropriate steps to survive the 
storm. Others do what they've always done only to discover it was too little too late. Warnings of 
impending disaster are not given to scare us; they’re given to save us, which is why God gives 
us such clear warnings of impending judgment in his word. 

Today, through the prophet Zephaniah, God is sending us a warning about a coming day of 
judgment that is so great that no living creature on earth will survive it without his help. This 
warning is not meant to scare us. This warning is meant to prepare us and to save us. The 
prophecy of Zephaniah is a warning to prepare for the great day of the Lord. He said in 
Chapter 1 verse 14: 

The great day of the LORD is near— 
    near and coming quickly. 
The cry on the day of the LORD is bitter; 
    the Mighty Warrior shouts his battle cry. 

“The day of the Lord” is a term used to describe the day when what God has promised finally 
comes to pass. It is usually used in regards to terms of judgment. Throughout history there have 
been many days of the Lord, the days when God's promised judgment finally lands. But it is 
important to recognize in Zephaniah that he’s talking not just about a day of the Lord again in 
judgment such as when Babylon came and fulfilled the words of Zephaniah when they came 
and destroyed Jerusalem and Judah, but he goes on to describe not just the day of the Lord, 
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but the great day of the Lord, the great day, the ultimate day of judgment upon all the earth 
when Jesus Christ returns as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. That’s a day yet coming. It's 
nearer than we think.  

Zephaniah, whose name means “to hide or to shelter” was called to preach during the last half 
of the seventh century BC. He was a contemporary of Jeremiah and Nahum and Habakkuk. He 
was a man of considerable social standing in Judah tracing his lineage back to his great-great-
grandfather the godly King Hezekiah. He was born during the reign of one of Judah’s most cruel 
and infamous kings, Hezekiah’s son Manasseh. But he did most of his preaching during the 
reign of Manasseh’s son Josiah, who himself orchestrated some of the greatest religious 
reforms ever seen in Israel, but to no avail.  

Even under the leadership of that godly king, many of the prophets and priests and the people 
continued in their debauchery, their immorality, their complacency, their duality, their 
syncretism, and their idolatry. That's why in Chapter 3 verse 1 Zephaniah said: 

Woe to the city of oppressors, 
    rebellious and defiled! 
2 She obeys no one, 
    she accepts no correction. 
She does not trust in the LORD, 
    she does not draw near to her God. 
3 Her officials within her 
    are roaring lions; 
her rulers are evening wolves, 
    who leave nothing for the morning. 
4 Her prophets are unprincipled; 
    they are treacherous people. 
Her priests profane the sanctuary 
    and do violence to the law. 

Those were the days of Zephaniah. Because of this, God told Zephaniah to announce that there 
would be a day coming, a great day, when the Lord will judge all of his people. There would be 
a judgment against Judah, Jerusalem, the Gentile nations, and eventually to the whole earth; a 
judgment from which there was still time to prepare by turning to the Lord before was too late. 
Some people turned to God, but most did not. People are still making those same choices today 
because Zephaniah reminds us that the great day of the Lord is coming and all creation must 
prepare for it.  

How will people respond to this warning? Some will continue as usual and be destroyed for their 
sin. Some will repent and seek the Lord and be saved from their sin. Some people will respond 
to God's warning by continuing as usual and be destroyed in their sin. Zephaniah said in 
Chapter 1 verse 17: 

 “I will bring such distress on all people 
    that they will grope about like those who are blind, 
    because they have sinned against the LORD. 
Their blood will be poured out like dust 
    and their entrails like dung. 
18 Neither their silver nor their gold 
    will be able to save them 
    on the day of the LORD’s wrath.” 

In the fire of his jealousy 
    the whole earth will be consumed, 



Page 6 of 13 

for he will make a sudden end 
    of all who live on the earth. 

Chapter 3 verse 6: 

“I have destroyed nations; 
    their strongholds are demolished. 
I have left their streets deserted, 
    with no one passing through. 
Their cities are laid waste; 
    they are deserted and empty. 
7 Of Jerusalem I thought, 
    ‘Surely you will fear me 
    and accept correction!’ 
Then her place of refuge would not be destroyed, 
    nor all my punishments come upon her. 
But they were still eager 
    to act corruptly in all they did. 
8 Therefore wait for me,” 
    declares the LORD, 
    “for the day I will stand up to testify. 
I have decided to assemble the nations, 
    to gather the kingdoms 
and to pour out my wrath on them— 
    all my fierce anger. 
The whole world will be consumed 
    by the fire of my jealous anger. 

There was a time, even in my lifetime, when people took responsibility for their behaviors. They 
were held accountable for what they did, but not anymore. People aren’t held responsible for 
their selfish, spoiled, lying, narcissistic, rebellious, sinful behaviors because it's not their fault 
they’re told. It's the result of some type of deprivation. You didn’t get the right education. You 
were raised in poverty. You didn’t have the right parents. Or, we’re told that your behavior now 
can be blamed on a whole variety of new disorders which are letting people off the hook from 
accepting responsibility for their sin and behavior.  

The American Psychiatric Association publishes a thick book to help therapists in the diagnosis 
of these so-called new diseases. It’s called the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders. In it you'll find things listed like this: 

Conduct Disorder. Defined as “a persistent pattern of conduct in which the basic rights of 
others and major age-appropriate societal norms or rules are violated.” That’s odd 
because we used to call that breaking the law. 

Oppositional Defiant Disorder. “A pattern of negativistic, hostile, and defiant behavior.” 
We used to call that rebellion and disobedience.  

Histrionic Personality Disorder. “A pervasive pattern of excessive emotionality and 
attention seeking.” It used to be called pride, self-centeredness, or narcissism.  

Antisocial Personality Disorder. “A pattern of irresponsible and antisocial behavior 
beginning in childhood or early adolescence and continuing into adulthood.” We used to 
call that being lazy and a spoiled brat. That’s what we used to call it.  

Now, folks, I’m not saying that there aren’t legitimate disorders or societal or family issues that 
require and deserve the best medicine, emotional, or psychological treatment. I'm not denying 
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that. Real disorders exist, and there are cultural and societal factors that help shape some of 
those things. But my point is this: not every condition can be blamed on a disorder resulting 
from physical or societal factors. Much of the aberrant behavior in people's lives today is a direct 
result of their personal sin and its consequences. If we lose our ability to recognize sinful 
behavior, call it what it is, punish it appropriately, and seek with God's help to apply the truth of 
the gospel to save people from their sin, we will keep people repeating the same consequences 
over and over and over and over and never finding the solution who is Jesus Christ himself.  

John MacArthur in his book The Vanishing Conscience once said: 

It is theoretically possible today in America to commit the most monstrous crimes and 
get off scot-free simply by blaming some imaginative mental or emotional disorder or by 
inventing some affliction to explain why you are not responsible for what you have done.  

We see it all the time. Kids act out in school. What do parents do? They’re down in the teacher’s 
face saying it’s the teacher's fault not their bratty kid. Why would people ever sense the need of 
a Savior to save them from sin if they never are confronted with the reality that they are sinners 
accountable to a holy God? Why would you seek a Savior if you don't sense you need one? It's 
why many people see Jesus as a therapist or a doctor rather than a Savior.  

Karl Menninger once wrote a whole book called Whatever Happened to Sin. God, through 
Zephaniah, told the people that judgment was coming, and he never left them confused as to 
why. Chapter 1 verse 17, Zephaniah said, speaking for the Lord: 

“I will bring such distress on all people 
    that they will grope about like those who are blind, 
    because they have sinned against the LORD.” 
 

The message couldn’t have been clearer. “Sin is your problem,” he told them, and “judgment 
is coming against it.” It wasn't like God hadn’t tried to help them. In fact, in Chapter 3 verse 5 
he reminds the people: 

The LORD within her is righteous; 
    he does no wrong. 
Morning by morning he dispenses his justice, 
    and every new day he does not fail, 
    yet the unrighteous know no shame. 

Zephaniah said, “God's there. He's in your midst. He’s dispensing his justice. He’s sending his 
prophets. He raised up a godly king like Josiah to lead a national revival and still you choose 
wickedness over truth. You know no shame. You feel no sin. The unrighteous know no shame,” 
he said. They were still eager to act corruptly in all they did.  

That same thing is happening today. A few weeks ago I saw a Fox News interviewer in San 
Francisco interviewing people during the gay pride parade. He was asking all kinds of 
questions. He came up to these two gay men who were distressed rather obscenely. I was 
blown away by his question. I couldn’t believe he would ask them this, but he asked them, 
“What would you say to religious people who think what you're advocating is morally wrong, a 
sin against God, or harmful to society? What would you say to those people?” 

This gay guy looks at the camera. He says, “Well, that's rather dated. They either need to get 
with it or get out of the way.”  

Do you hear that?  
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“What do you say to religious people who believe in God who think that perhaps your behavior 
might be immoral or a sin?”  

“That's rather dated.” Do you get it? “People used to think like that but nobody does anymore. 
Sin isn’t real. So the problem is those people who think it's real. They need to get with it or get 
out of the way.” So much for tolerance of all people. 

Mrs. Billy Graham was right. “If God doesn't judge America, he owes Sodom and Gomorrah an 
apology.” We are a sinful, rebellious, immoral generation that is losing its sense of sin and 
therefore losing its sense of need for a Savior. When Christians tell themselves and others the 
truth about sin and call it like it is, they aren’t harming people. They’re actually giving them what 
might actually save them, save them from a coming judgment. That's why it says in Hebrews 10 
verse 26: 

If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no 
sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that 
will consume the enemies of God.  

The great day of the Lord is near, nearer now than Zephaniah's day. That judgment fell, by the 
way, when Babylon came and destroyed Judah and Jerusalem. That judgment fell on Assyria 
and Moab and Ammon and Egypt and the surrounding nations. That judgment is going to fall on 
America, and Zephaniah said, “It's gonna fall on the whole earth.”  

So what are you doing with God's warning which was never meant to scare you? It was meant 
to prepare you and give you hope and assurance. Are we making excuses refusing God, living 
in sin, and ignoring his warning, or are we turning to God, seeking him, repenting of sin, and 
looking forward to Christ's coming? Are we reordering all of our priorities to live for Christ and 
his kingdom which is eternal? The day of the Lord is coming. The reason that Zephaniah's 
messages been so unpopular is that he's telling us the truth, “You will either face the fullness of 
his love and protection, or you'll face the fullness of his wrath and destruction.”  

Not everyone will ignore God's warning and be destroyed. Some people will respond to God's 
warning by seeking the Lord and being saved from their sin. He said in Chapter 2 verse 1: 

Gather together, gather yourselves together, 
    you shameful nation, 
2 before the decree takes effect 
    and that day passes like windblown chaff, 
before the LORD’s fierce anger 
    comes upon you, 
before the day of the LORD’s wrath 
    comes upon you. 
3 Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, 
    you who do what he commands. 
Seek righteousness, seek humility; 
    perhaps you will be sheltered 
    on the day of the LORD’s anger. 

Years ago when our kids were little, we took them to Disneyland. We’ve been a few times since, 
but when they were really little I remember this particular trip because God must've decided the 
happiest place on earth needed water because it deluged rain for two days. Now, the good part 
was the crowds were small. You could get on any of the outdoor rides without a problem. 
Nobody wanted to ride them in this deluge. But where was everybody going who wanted 
shelter? (Singing) It's a small world after all . . .  
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Now, if you’ve never been to Disneyland or don't know what that is, most adults would consider 
it to be somewhat of a torture chamber. You get on this little boat and you glide along in the 
water through these many different lands of all these little munchkin puppets dancing around, 
kicking their legs, and waving their arms, or whatever they're doing, and they're singing (singing) 
“It's a small world after all, da da da dada da dada da da da . . .” Now, I don’t know how many 
times they play that while you’re on this ride, but after about the 40th or 50th time you’re ready 
to stick your head under the water and say, “This is it. I can’t take it anymore.”  

I don't know how many times I rode it that day, but I looked forward to every one because it was 
so cold and so rainy outside. Inside it was warm. I was willing to do anything. I hoped the boat 
broke down. I would've loved to have sat in there. I was willing to put up with “da da da dada da 
dada da da da . . .” than be outside. I wanted shelter in the storm. You know what? You got off 
the ride, you went around back in line and got right back on it again. A lot of people were doing 
it because when the storm is raging, you'll do almost anything to find shelter.  

Zephaniah said, “That’s the way it's gonna be when Jesus comes on the great day of the Lord. 
When Jesus comes, you’ll be willing to do anything to find shelter from that raging judgment but 
it will be too late. It’ll be too late.” That's why God, through Zephaniah, called people to seek the 
Lord and find in him shelter from God's wrath and judgment. That's why he said in Chapter 2 
verse 3: 

Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, 
    you who do what he commands. 
Seek righteousness, seek humility; 
    perhaps you will be sheltered 
    on the day of the LORD’s anger. 

For all people there's only one shelter, one refuge from the coming judgment, that's the Lord 
himself. It was true in Zephaniah’s day; it’s true in ours. That's why Zephaniah called people to 
seek the Lord while there was still time. Chapter 2 verse 1: 

Gather together, gather yourselves together, 
    you shameful nation, 
2 before the decree takes effect 
    and that day passes like windblown chaff, 
before the LORD’s fierce anger 
    comes upon you, 
before the day of the LORD’s wrath 
    comes upon you. 

Because if you wait till it's here, it's too late. Our hope and our shelter is found in seeking the 
Lord, and this is no halfhearted pursuit. This is a desperate longing to be in Christ and have him 
in you. Zephaniah said it takes great humility. “3 Seek the LORD, all you humble,” he said. Seek 
humility. It takes a certain amount of humility to admit I am a sinner in need of a Savior, that 
without him I am nothing and can do nothing. I can't save myself. I don't have all the answers. I 
don't have the wisdom. I need God, and the only way I can have God is by trusting Jesus Christ 
the way the truth and the life. That takes humility, real humility.  

He said also it takes obedience: 
3 Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, 
    you who do what he commands. 

People, we don't come to God on our terms. We come to God on his terms. We don't live our 
lives by what the culture is telling us, and our friends are telling us, or even our own hearts are 
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telling us. We live by what God is telling us. This kind of obedience is an acknowledgment of the 
hatred of sin and the folly that we live. The display of our love for God is manifest in our 
willingness to take him seriously and actually bring our lives in line with what he says. That’s 
seeking the Lord, and it's also the pursuit of righteousness. 

3 Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, 
    you who do what he commands. 
Seek righteousness 

It’s not just seeking the escape of a coming punishment, it’s not running away from judgment, 
it’s running to God because now we see that this is who he is, this is who we want; we want his 
righteousness lived in us and through us. This is the life we choose, and we’re willing to forsake 
the rest. We seek righteousness. It isn’t an attitude of how little can I do to get by, it’s how can I 
live more like Jesus? That's the attitude. Zephaniah was reminding the people, “This is no time 
to be playing around in your relationship with God.”  

People, it’s bad enough that people who don't know the Lord live in sin and debauchery, 
rejecting God and his word. It is a travesty when God's people do that. Time is running out; 
judgment is coming. We are to seek the Lord before it's too late.  

People, let me ask you this, would God describe your relationship with him today as a serious 
seeker or just playing around? This was written for our encouragement because Zephaniah 
summarizes, “If you love the Lord and you are seeking him in humility, obedience, and 
righteousness, you don’t have to fear this. You welcome it. We look forward to the day of his 
coming. But if you're not living for God when the judgment comes, you’re not gonna lose your 
salvation, you'll only be proving you never had it. “Perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of 
the Lord's anger,” he said. In the end, only the Lord knows those who are truly his. You have the 
assurance when you live with Christ and you see him living in you. But those who do not live for 
Christ, who are giving him only lip service and playing at their faith, who don't really know or 
obey him, they are certainly not ready to face a judgment because they don't belong to Jesus.  

You remember in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 7 verse 21, Jesus said: 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to 
me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name 
drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell 
them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 

24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice 
is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, 
because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words 
of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his 
house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and 
beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 

That’s why the writer of Hebrews said in Hebrews 10 verse 23: 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And 
let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not 
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

“Day” capital “D,” the great day of the Lord is approaching.  
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Hebrews 10 verse 35: 

 So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. 

36 You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive 
what he has promised. 37 For, 

“In just a little while, 
    he who is coming will come 
    and will not delay.” 

38 And, 

“But my righteous one will live by faith. 
    And I take no pleasure 
    in the one who shrinks back.” 

39 But we do not belong to those who shrink back and are destroyed, but to those who 
have faith and are saved. 

People, the judgment day is coming. That was not sent to scare us. That was sent to save us, to 
help us. In what or in whom is your confidence for that coming day? Yourself? Your good 
works? Your religion? Zephaniah said, “All the prophets, all the priests, all the religious, all the 
leaders, the kings and the princes, all their gold and silver, all the merchants, all those who have 
trusted in their false gods, everything they’ve put together, everything they've done, even in their 
professing God but not living for him, all those things are not gonna help them in that day.” 
There is one shelter, he is Jesus Christ himself. Only the Lord Jesus can be our shelter and our 
salvation.  

I remember some years ago when I was a very young Christian, I heard a guy preaching on 
stuff like this about the coming judgment. Man, he had my attention. I had never heard anything 
like it. I remember near the end of his message him asking a series of questions that made me 
reorder the way I was living. He simply asked us, “What would you need to change in your life if 
you knew that Jesus was coming next Sunday? How would this week be different for you?” And 
then he said, “What if I told you Jesus was coming Wednesday, this week? What would you 
have to get right to be ready to meet him? What would you have to do differently in the next 24 
hours if I told you Jesus was coming tomorrow and you'd be held accountable for how you're 
living? And then he said, “How would you live different right now if you knew you were going to 
meet Jesus before you got home today? What would be your priority right now,” he said, “if you 
were going to meet Jesus in 60 seconds? Man, when he said that, my mind was racing because 
there were all kinds of things that weren’t right. Maybe it's that way for you.  

But if you can say today, “Lord Jesus, I'm far from a perfect person. I am a sinner that’s been 
saved by your marvelous grace. I live for you every day. I seek you. I know you, and I want you. 
I'm trusting in you. I’m believing in you. You're my hope. You're my shelter. You’re my salvation. 
I know there'll always be things in my life I could do better, but right now today, God, there isn’t 
anything I'd really need to change. My sins are confessed. I'm ready for your coming.” Are you 
living that way? That's why God gives us these warnings. It’s why he gave it to Jerusalem and 
Judah and to the surrounding nations. That's why said, “A sudden end is gonna come to all 
who live on earth.”  

To many people, the preaching about a future judgment is just a bunch of nonsense. Many 
people in Zephaniah’s day thought that too until judgment fell and the armies of Babylon came 
to destroy Judah, Jerusalem, and the surrounding nations. There are people today who think it's 
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a bunch of nonsense. They will until the day Jesus Christ appears. Next time it will be Jesus 
himself coming with the armies of heaven to destroy all sin and opposition. The great day of the 
Lord will either be your greatest day or your worst. It's interesting that when Jesus comes, the 
Bible says that the armies of heaven will gather together to try and stop him. Psalm 2 verse 1 is 
a messianic psalm of Christ’s return. Listen to this: 

Why do the nations conspire 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
2 The kings of the earth rise up 
    and the rulers band together 
    against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 
3 “Let us break their chains 
    and throw off their shackles.” 

Can you imagine? The nations of the earth stop their warring at Christ’s return and they ban 
together thinking, “Let’s throw this Jesus off our back once and for all.” 

4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
    the Lord scoffs at them. 
5 He rebukes them in his anger 
    and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 
6 “I have installed my king 
    on Zion, my holy mountain.” 

Which is why Zephaniah 3 verses 9 to the end of the book is written in such glowing words. A 
time when all of the Jews come back to Jerusalem, a time when all the nations are gathered 
there in glowing terms of peace and joy and prosperity and you think, Where has that been? 
When will that be? It’s never been and it won’t be until Jesus Christ returns, walks into 
Jerusalem in a rebuilt temple, takes his rightful seat and reigns over the nations as King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords. I am longing for that day. Longing for that day. That's why Peter said in 
his last letter 2 Peter 3 verse 1: 

Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as 
reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. 2 I want you to recall the words 
spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior 
through your apostles. 

3 Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and 
following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? 
Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of 
creation.” 5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came 
into being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6 By these waters also 
the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same word the present 
heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and 
destruction of the ungodly. 

8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 



Page 13 of 13 

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; 
the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid 
bare. 

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? 
You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed 
its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the 
elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward 
to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 

14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be 
found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind that our Lord’s 
patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom 
that God gave him. 16 He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these 
matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and 
unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

17 Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard so that 
you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from your secure 
position. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 
him be glory both now and forever! Amen. 

These warnings are not given to scare us. They are given to prepare us and to save us, to help 
us, and to give us assurance because those who trust in the Lord have nothing to fear. Those 
who trust in the Lord will never be disappointed.  

Thank you, God, for that truth. Thank you, God, that no matter what happens in this crazy world, 
no matter what attacks we may go under, no matter what judgments we face, we don't have to 
worry. We belong to you. No matter what we have to face, those who trust in you will get 
through it. You'll give us the strength. We will not be judged for sins that have been cleansed in 
Christ, and we will be with you forever and ever. I thank you, God, for that truth. It’s now more 
important than ever that we trust and obey. It’s the only way, trust and obey.  

Lord, if there are any here today who have never trusted you, never known you, never known 
your forgiveness, never knew that this kind of relationship was possible, I pray, God, that you 
will not let them leave today without coming to the prayer room and talking to people about what 
it means to be saved, truly saved. If there are those of us who are struggling with behaviors and 
disobedience and rebellion and sin, God, in our lives and we know we need to repent, don't let 
them leave today without doing business with you, coming and getting prayer for strength, 
calling upon God to heal and forgive as you promised you would. God, these are no days to be 
playing around in our relationship with God. These are days to be living seriously and knowing 
the joy of the Lord to be our strength and we’ll thank you. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 


