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Remember the Details of the 
Covenant 

 
Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning 
into this week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I 
hope it will be a great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to 
strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement 
for your weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church 
in your community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and 
teachers who can speak into your lives. We also realize that around the world there are places 
where there is no local church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great 
encouragement to you and anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and 
to share with in this message. Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it 
will be a great blessing in your life. 

If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to Leviticus 17. We’re 
gonna be looking today at this Old Testament passage and a message at communion called 
“Remember the Details of the Covenant.” Now, I've never espoused that I’m very good at 
coming up with sermon titles. When you have a bad sermon title and you pick one of the more 
obscure books in the Old Testament, people might think, Why in the world would I want to listen 
to that? But there are details in this agreement, this covenant relationship, that we have with 
God that makes the difference for eternity. There are details that God doesn't want us to miss. 
There are details in the Old Testament that have been passed on to point us to the covenant in 
the New Testament.  

This is the way God spoke it to Moses when he asked him to relay this message to the people 
regarding this covenant that they had entered into with him. Here’s what he wrote in Leviticus 17 
verse 1: 

The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelites and 
say to them: ‘This is what the LORD has commanded: 3 Any Israelite who sacrifices 
an ox, a lamb or a goat in the camp or outside of it 4 instead of bringing it to the 
entrance to the tent of meeting to present it as an offering to the LORD in front of 
the tabernacle of the LORD—that person shall be considered guilty of bloodshed; 
they have shed blood and must be cut off from their people. 5 This is so the 
Israelites will bring to the LORD the sacrifices they are now making in the open 
fields. They must bring them to the priest, that is, to the LORD, at the entrance to 
the tent of meeting and sacrifice them as fellowship offerings. 6 The priest is to 
splash the blood against the altar of the LORD at the entrance to the tent of 
meeting and burn the fat as an aroma pleasing to the LORD. 7 They must no longer 
offer any of their sacrifices to the goat idols to whom they prostitute themselves. 
This is to be a lasting ordinance for them and for the generations to come.’ 

8 “Say to them: ‘Any Israelite or any foreigner residing among them who offers a 
burnt offering or sacrifice 9 and does not bring it to the entrance to the tent of 
meeting to sacrifice it to the LORD must be cut off from the people of Israel. 



Page 2 of 8 

10 “‘I will set my face against any Israelite or any foreigner residing among them 
who eats blood, and I will cut them off from the people. 11 For the life of a creature 
is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the 
altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life. 12 Therefore I say to the 
Israelites, “None of you may eat blood, nor may any foreigner residing among you 
eat blood.” 

13 “‘Any Israelite or any foreigner residing among you who hunts any animal or 
bird that may be eaten must drain out the blood and cover it with earth, 14 because 
the life of every creature is its blood. That is why I have said to the Israelites, “You 
must not eat the blood of any creature, because the life of every creature is its 
blood; anyone who eats it must be cut off.” 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Lord, these words can seem like obscure words from an ancient book until we come to really 
know the God who gave them to us. We see in these details the reassurance we need that if we 
have trusted Jesus Christ as our Savior we know with absolute certainty that our sin is atoned 
for. These details of these covenants are too important for us to miss, so I'm praying today as 
we gather at this table of remembrance that we will remember the details of this covenant. We 
thank you, God, for all that they mean to us and for the assurance and hope that's ours because 
of them. We commit this time to you in Jesus’ name, Amen.  

I entered into a new covenant this week with my internet provider. I increased our internet speed 
at home. I’m not sure exactly why. Now, I can make the same mistakes a lot faster than I was 
making before. When I entered into this agreement, a thing flashed on my screen with a little 
box that I’m supposed to check that says “I have read and agreed to the terms of this 
agreement” or some such thing. It has a little blue word that says “details.” You click on that and 
pages and pages of these words come up. I read along some of it. I don't know what most of it 
means, and I figure what difference does it make anyway, so I go back to the box and I click “I 
have read all of these and I agree to the term.” Now, I'm not exactly lying when I do that 
because none of you reads all of those. Is that true? In fact, some of you clicked the box without 
reading any of it. We’re not lying when we do that but what we are saying is, “Whether I’ve read 
them or not I agree to what’s in here, and I agree to be bound by it.” The details make a 
difference, especially if you try to break that contract you'll find out the details make a difference. 
In fact, they might cost you some money. 

The details in any covenant, any agreement, into which we enter are important. That's 
especially so when the covenant you're entering into is between you and God. That's why there 
is significance in the details of this covenant arrangement here in Leviticus 17. Leviticus 17 
addresses the details of the covenant God established with his people through Moses. Leviticus 
is the details of the old covenant law that God established to govern the lives and conduct of his 
people in their relationship with him. It is God's instructions to the people, the Jews and the 
Gentiles, as to where, when, and how they were to approach him, to worship him, and to honor 
him as God.  

Chapter 17 begins a section of God's word often referred to as the “Holiness Code.” That's 
particularly important because Hebrews in the New Testament is a running commentary on the 
Old Testament. It tells us in Hebrews God was very clear: Without holiness, no one will see the 
Lord; without a life set apart consecrated to God, you'll never see him. Central to the Holiness 
Code were two prohibitions designed to help God's people to remain faithful to the covenant.  

The first was this: “Sacrifice only at the altar at the entrance to the tent of meeting.” You 
remember when they came out of Egypt God had Moses build a wilderness tent, a traveling 
tabernacle, a traveling temple. There would be the Holy of Holies where God's very presence 



Page 3 of 8 

and Spirit would reside, the holy place where the priest would do their work, the outer court 
surrounded by a curtain, and to the entrance, an altar where the sacrifices to God would be 
made and accepted. God said, “Make sure that you don't offer sacrifices anywhere but 
there.”  

The second provision was this: “Don't eat the blood of any animal.” In these two prohibitions 
we find a direct correlation with the details of this covenant we’re remembering today at 
communion. Communion is a remembrance of the death of Jesus.  

Paul the apostle proclaimed in 1 Corinthians 11 verse 26, “For whenever you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” This meal is a memorial, a 
memorial to a covenant, a covenant established in his sacrifice. We’ve shared many times that 
eating this meal today will not make you a Christian. It won't get your sins forgiven. It won't earn 
you any grace. It won't get you into heaven. The only way to deal with the effects of what sin 
has done to separate us from God is by faith entering into this covenant relationship with God; 
believing and accepting that the death of Jesus Christ on the cross as payment of our sins; his 
burial in the ground and his subsequent resurrection to glory; his death, burial, and resurrection 
was sufficient payment for our sin; and that he and he alone is the only way to God, so by 
accepting that you can be saved.  

Eating this meal won't do that for you, but eating this meal as Jesus intended can help us to 
remember two important details concerning this new covenant that none of us can afford to miss 
because communion reminds us of the covenant details that point the way to Jesus. What were 
those details? Jesus is the only way to God; and secondly, Jesus’ blood is the only sacrifice 
acceptable to God, the only payment acceptable to God. First, in communion we remember that 
Jesus is the only way to God. 

In Leviticus 17, God put it like this through Moses: 

“Say to them: ‘Any Israelite or any foreigner residing among them who offers a 
burnt offering or sacrifice 9 and does not bring it to the entrance to the tent of 
meeting to sacrifice it to the LORD must be cut off from the people of Israel.’” 

We have always been a people that likes choices. We like lots of options. Never has that been 
more evident than when you go to the grocery store. When our kids were little, my wife would 
sometimes send me out say, “Larry, go get some Goldfish crackers.” So I go the store; I get 
Goldfish crackers. Now, I go out to get them for my grandkids, and I stand in front of the 
crackers section and I'm -- I'm stunned. I’m paralyzed. I'm -- I'm overwhelmed because there in 
front of me are original cheddar. I have to decide now do I want original cheddar or do I want 
pretzel? Do I want pretzel with salt or pretzel with no salt? Do I want original with salt or original 
with no salt? Do I want minis? Do I want regulars? Do I want plain or do I want colors?  

I’m standing there, I pull out my phone, I go, “Hon, what are we getting? Which ones do they 
eat?” 

When I was a kid I used to go to the corner diner and order a hamburger. They had hamburgers 
and hot dogs. The hamburgers were round. The hotdogs were long and skinny. If you ordered a 
hamburger, it came on a bun. If you were lucky you got a pickle. Now I go in, I order a 
hamburger, it’s “Well, do you want single, double, triple, bacon, famous, 4 by whopper, slider, 
king, or junior?” Once you answer those questions, then they ask you, “Do you want cheese or 
no cheese?” I’m thinking, I never knew they could do so much with a cow. 

The other day I went to the store to get Oreos. Now you think that would be simple, right? 
Remember the little black cookie with the white middle? Not anymore. Now you’re faced with do 
you want original chocolate with the white or do you want double stuff, single stuff, chocolate, 
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vanilla vanilla with chocolate, vanilla with vanilla minis, orange crème, strawberry crème with 
chocolate, or strawberry cream with vanilla? We’re a people that likes choices.  

Retailers know if they don't give you what you want, you'll go find somebody who does. People 
have a tendency to approach their relationship with God that way. We want gods we can define, 
gods we can control, gods we can explain. We like gods that ask little and give much; gods that 
are all-inclusive, have no absolutes, exist to make us feel good, and they're there to serve us. 
Many pseudo-Christian cults, new age groups, and liberal churches have become popular by 
offering to people what they say is their right to choose whoever god they want to have, worship 
however they want to worship him, and it doesn’t matter because it all leads to the same place. 
So pick any version of god you want to choose. 

The people coming out of Egypt with Moses proved to be no different. They wanted to worship 
whatever god they wanted, however they wanted, wherever they wanted, and they wanted to do 
it all in the name of the Lord of all things. So God put a prohibition in place, a detail to remind 
the people that there is only one God, and there is only one way to God. God built a tabernacle, 
filled it with his presence, and designated that there's an altar in front of that tabernacle as the 
only place you may bring a sacrifice to my designated priest who will then offer it for you to open 
the way to come to God. That's why it says in Leviticus 17 verse 1: 

The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelites and 
say to them: ‘This is what the LORD has commanded: 3 Any Israelite who sacrifices 
an ox, a lamb or a goat in the camp or outside of it 4 instead of bringing it to the 
entrance to the tent of meeting to present it as an offering to the LORD in front of 
the tabernacle of the LORD—that person shall be considered guilty of bloodshed;  

They’re not offering a sacrifice, they’re just killing something. 

“they have shed blood and must be cut off from their people. 5 This is so the 
Israelites will bring to the LORD the sacrifices they are now making in the open 
fields. They must bring them to the priest, that is, to the LORD, at the entrance to 
the tent of meeting and sacrifice them as fellowship offerings. 

Peace offerings that I’m in fellowship and good standing with God to whom I’m sacrificing. 

“6 The priest is to splash the blood against the altar of the LORD at the entrance to 
the tent of meeting and burn the fat as an aroma pleasing to the LORD. 7 They must 
no longer offer any of their sacrifices to the goat idols to whom they prostitute 
themselves. This is to be a lasting ordinance for them and for the generations to 
come.’ 

8 “Say to them: ‘Any Israelite or any foreigner residing among them who offers a 
burnt offering or sacrifice 9 and does not bring it to the entrance to the tent of 
meeting to sacrifice it to the LORD must be cut off from the people of Israel.’” 

You see, the multiple option approach to God where people thought they could come any way 
they want, anywhere they want, anytime they want and ignore his covenant was only leading 
the people into idolatry and further from God. God revealed to them, “You can be very 
religious and very sincere and the very things you're doing are only leading you further 
from God.” Some were even worshiping goat idols in the name of the Lord. They were out in 
the fields and other places offering these sacrifices to the Lord, but really worshiping to appease 
the goat idols which they believed were the demonic spirits in the desert that if they could 
appease these demonic spirits they would have an easier trip through the desert. God reminded 
them an important detail of his covenant, “There aren’t many gods, there's only one. There 
aren’t many ways to God, there's only one. So you bring the sacrifice you’re offering to 
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me at the right place, at the right time, at this altar, to this priest that I’ve designated, at 
my tabernacle where my presence is. You offer it to the Lord there. Otherwise, you're just 
killing stuff and worshiping false gods, and you’re gonna be cut off from the people.” 
That detail of the old covenant pointed to the same detail in the new covenant when Jesus 
established the new covenant at the Last Supper. He declared that his sacrifice on the cross 
was the only way to God. “This bread is my body,” he said. “It’s given for you,” which is why 
the word became flesh, so that he could be that sacrifice for us at that altar on the cross.  

That's why Hebrews 10 verse 5 says: 

Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: 

“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 
    but a body you prepared for me; 
6 with burnt offerings and sin offerings 
    you were not pleased. 
7 Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll— 
    I have come to do your will, my God.’” 

Verse 10: 

And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. 

He is the sacrifice. The cross was the altar. When he died, he went to the true tabernacle in 
heaven to the true altar in heaven and poured out his blood there for us. That's why Jesus at the 
Last Supper made a statement so clear that no one could misunderstand it. He told his disciples 
in John 14 verse 6, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.”  

Now, in our world of pluralistic syncretism, this is not a popular message. People want to believe 
that you can have whatever God you want, they're all the same, it's just a different version, and 
it ends up at the same place. It's not true. By this statement and the sacrifices that God has 
arranged and by the details of his covenant, he made it clear there's only one God and one way 
to God which renders every other religious approach, every other religion outside of Christianity 
false and bankrupt.  

Don't be confused by the multiplicity of man-made religions and philosophies. There is only one 
God, and there is only one way to God. You can't get to God with any other sacrifice or any 
other priest or any other tabernacle at any other altar. That's why it was so clear amongst the 
apostle’s message in the book of Acts as the church spread and began to spread the gospel, 
Acts 4 verse 12, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to mankind by which we must be saved.”  

It's why Jesus said in Matthew 7 in the Sermon on the Mount in verse 13: 

Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that 
leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow 
the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.  

In fact, the way to God is so narrow it’s only one person wide. You come to God through Jesus 
Christ or you don't come at all. Jesus is the only way to God, and that is a detail we cannot 
afford to miss. 
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Not only the way to God, but in communion we remember that Jesus’ blood is the only payment 
acceptable to God. God said to Moses, verse 10: 

Tell this to the people: 

 “‘I will set my face against any Israelite or any foreigner residing among them who 
eats blood, and I will cut them off from the people. 11 For the life of a creature is in 
the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the 
altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life. 12 Therefore I say to the 
Israelites, “None of you may eat blood, nor may any foreigner residing among you 
eat blood.” 

13 “‘Any Israelite or any foreigner residing among you who hunts any animal or 
bird that may be eaten must drain out the blood and cover it with earth, 14 because 
the life of every creature is its blood. That is why I have said to the Israelites, “You 
must not eat the blood of any creature, because the life of every creature is its 
blood; anyone who eats it must be cut off.’” 

We don’t like blood. I learned that early on in high school when I took a job at a local grocery 
store, Marandino's Foods. They trained me in produce and groceries and deli, and then they 
gave me a stint to train me to work in the meat department. Now, whatever animal came in 
came in fairly whole, at least in a lot bigger chunks than you buy in your supermarket. Our job 
was to cut those things all up and put them in a package. I still remember that we were told to 
take great caution to keep as much blood as possible out the package because people don't like 
blood in their package. They want to be removed as far as possible from the realities of how that 
meat actually got in the package. We like neat, clean, sanitized sacrifices.  

It’s true, isn’t it? As much as possible, we try to eliminate the experience of blood from our 
existence. But there is a blood we can't ever forget which is why we're constantly reminded of 
the blood of Jesus every time we take communion. God's law demanded that without the 
shedding of blood there would be no forgiveness. In Leviticus 17 verse 10, God said: 

I will set my face against any Israelite or any foreigner residing among them who 
eats blood, and I will cut them off from the people. 11 For the life of a creature is in 
the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the 
altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.  

It is the blood that makes atonement. It's the blood that makes the payment for the penalty of 
our sin. You see, the wages of sin is death. All of us have sinned and fall short of God's glory. 
That's why we die. It's why we die spiritually. We’re separated from God. If that isn’t dealt with, 
we’ll be that way forever. We die physically because of sin. Our soul and spirit separates from 
our body. If we haven't dealt with the sin issue and had it cleansed from us before we die 
physically, we will die eternally. We will be forever put away from God. That's the reality Satan 
doesn't want any of you know. That's a reality God gave his Son to save us from. The wages of 
sin is death. “The life is in the blood” God said. 

There’s no magical powers in the blood. Blood alone has no life in it. It has to have a body to 
flow through. But no creature can live without blood. No human, no animal can live without 
blood. To shed blood then is to shed life and to bring about death. That's a detail that we cannot 
afford to miss. That's why the Israelites, under the old covenant, were never to disrespect the 
blood of any sacrifice. They weren't to disrespect it by eating it, and they weren't to disrespect it 
when they prepared an animal for a meal. That's why said in verse 10: 
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I will set my face against any Israelite or any foreigner residing among them who 
eats blood, and I will cut them off from the people. 11 For the life of a creature is in 
the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the 
altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life. 12 Therefore I say to the 
Israelites, “None of you may eat blood, nor may any foreigner residing among you 
eat blood.” 

Then he goes on to say, “Any Israelite or any foreigner, if you kill an animal to eat it you 
have to take the blood and bury it in the ground and cover it with earth. You have to treat 
it with respect because the blood was given to make atonement for your sin. The life is in 
that blood.” 

Any other use of blood, therefore, cheapened its value, so you don't eat it. You don't just dump it 
in a can or something. You bury it with respect. You cover it with earth because the blood is the 
means of payment. The person who devalues it will be cut off from the people. These sacrifices 
were held over and over and over and over again because the blood of bulls and goats can’t 
take away sin; it can only cover the guilt of it until the next sacrifice needed to be offered. Those 
sacrificial offerings at the altar in the presence of God at his tabernacle were to be continued 
until the arrival of the Lamb of God, the ultimate sacrifice, whose blood would be so pure, so 
complete, so atoning, that once offered, no sacrifice for sin would ever need to be made again. 
Anyone who by faith came under this blood and accepted the terms of this blood covenant 
would know that their sins are forgiven, and they have eternal life.  

That's why Jesus at communion took the cup and declared, “This cup is now the new 
covenant in my blood. It is poured out” in that sacrificial language “poured out at the altar 
of sacrifice for the forgiveness of many.”  

This is why the New Testament writers were so clear about the purpose and value of Jesus’ 
shed blood. That’s why it says in Hebrews 9 verse 12: 

He did not enter (enter the tabernacle on earth or in heaven) by means of the blood of 
goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus 
obtaining eternal redemption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer 
sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are 
outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts 
that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! 
15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called 
may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set 
them free from the sins committed under the first covenant. 

That's why people who say “there are many approaches to God” it’s ridiculous. They don't know 
who God is or the nature of his holiness and why there's only one way to God and only one 
blood that he will accept as payment. That's why we who have entered into this covenant need 
to take sin seriously, because now as Christians if we intentionally go out and sin and refuse to 
repent, we are sinning against the body and blood of Jesus, which is why the apostle Paul 
warned Christians in the New Testament, 1 Corinthians 11, for example, that when you 
approach this table, approach it in a worthy manner because of the blood. 

Now, “worthy manner” doesn't mean perfect. What it means is genuine. That we’re coming 
confessing our sin to God. We're acknowledging that we worship him and him only, that we 
agree with the terms of his covenant, acknowledging our sinfulness and its deserving death, that 
Jesus was our sacrifice and is that sacrifice, that his blood was sufficient payment. We’re 
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acknowledging that we accept that as our own and, therefore, seek to offer our lives to him to be 
lived as he called us to live. 

When we come before this table, we are to honor the blood. In so doing, we honor God. That's 
a detail we cannot afford to miss. That's why Jesus that night at the Last Supper said, “This 
bread is my body. This cup is my blood and it's given for you. Therefore, as often as you 
eat it, do it in remembrance of me the one who is the only way to God and whose blood is 
the only payment God will accept.” Those are details no one can afford to miss.  

Thank you, God, for loving us enough to give us these gracious reminders that we can slow 
down long enough to take stock of how we’re living and what you may be speaking to us to 
know whether or not we have ever truly received Jesus Christ into our life and been forgiven, or 
whether we’re still out there trying to offer whatever we can offer to make ourselves acceptable 
to God.  

Whether or not having accepted the covenant of this blood, we are seeking to honor the blood 
by the way we live, not living against it, not devaluing it, but honoring it, confessing our sin, 
repenting making right those things we know are wrong, and offering ourselves in surrender to 
you approaching this table today cleansed and forgiven, approaching in a worthy manner, a 
manner worthy of you. Thank you, God, for accepting us and for the grace that covers us. We 
seek to honor you today by this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 


