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October 19, 2014 
Psalm 2 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

The Blessing of our Refuge 
 
Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning 
into this week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I 
hope it will be a great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to 
strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement 
for your weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church 
in your community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and 
teachers who can speak into your lives. We also realize that around the world there are places 
where there is no local church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great 
encouragement to you and anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and 
to share with in this message. Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it 
will be a great blessing in your life. 

 

Well, if you have your Bibles today, we are continuing on in our series in the Psalms called 
“People of Praise: Blessings from the Psalter.” Today we’re gonna be focusing on Psalm 2, a 
messianic psalm, a psalm that points directly to the coronation of Jesus. It's a psalm that is one 
of the ones most often quoted in the New Testament. The book of Acts attributes this psalm to 
David. Here’s the way it was written in Psalm 2 beginning in verse 1: 

Why do the nations conspire 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
2 The kings of the earth rise up 
    and the rulers band together 
    against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 
3 “Let us break their chains 
    and throw off their shackles.” 

4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
    the Lord scoffs at them. 
5 He rebukes them in his anger 
    and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 
6 “I have installed my king 
    on Zion, my holy mountain.” 

7 I will proclaim the LORD’s decree: 

He said to me, “You are my son; 
    today I have become your father. 
8 Ask me, 
    and I will make the nations your inheritance, 
    the ends of the earth your possession. 
9 You will break them with a rod of iron; 
    you will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 
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10 Therefore, you kings, be wise; 
    be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
11 Serve the LORD with fear 
    and celebrate his rule with trembling. 
12 Kiss his son, or he will be angry 
    and your way will lead to your destruction, 
for his wrath can flare up in a moment. 
    Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Father, I thank you today for being the God that you are and for revealing these things to us so 
we may know who you are and that you are a God who keeps your promises. We live in a scary 
world, and it helps us to know that you are our refuge. Would you help us today, God, to gain a 
deeper understanding of what it means that “blessed are those who take refuge in him”? And 
we’ll thank you for all that you’ll show us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. Amen.  

You know, you do not forget your first encounter with a tornado. I grew up in New England; we 
don’t have a lot of tornados there. Our first experience as a family came in Roseville, Minnesota 
in the late 80s. We were there visiting Karla’s aunt and uncle when there were warnings of 
thunderstorms with possibility of afternoon tornadoes. That possibility became our reality. 

“Everybody into the basement,” I remember her Uncle Dan saying. And so we went down. Sure 
enough, man, that storm picked up. The clouds overhead got very black and begin to turn and 
swirl in ways you don't normally see. Then the winds picked up. Trees were shaking, branches 
snapping off, and down below in the basement we could hear the tornado going by sounding 
like a freight train as it was ripping up everything in its path. It missed the house, went up over 
the neighborhood, down and cut off a corner of a mall nearby, and kept on going. Amazing 
power. 

I still remember being down in that basement looking out through those windows that were at 
ground level watching the wind and the rain and the hail and the branches snapping off, and the 
power of that storm, feeling all the time the intense security of a refuge where we had gotten out 
of the storm. We were very grateful. 

You know when the storms of nature unleashed their fury, it's comforting to know you have a 
refuge to which you can run. How much more so do we need a refuge from the raging storms of 
life that all of us face? You and I live in a scary world. It seems more and more that there are 
fewer and fewer places to run where you can actually escape the fears and the traumas and the 
things that are all around us. That's why it’s so comforting to be able to read in the Psalms that 
there is a blessing that comes to all of those who find their refuge in the person of God. 
“Blessed are those, all those, who take refuge in him.”  

Psalm 2 is a messianic psalm, a psalm about Jesus the Messiah which may be why it’s one of 
the most quoted psalms in the New Testament. It's a royal psalm describing the coronation of 
God's Son as our King. God had promised David that he would build a house, a royal lineage 
through David, that would establish his throne forever. As I mentioned, in Acts 4 verse 25, Peter 
and John in the early church held this psalm, the second psalm to be the work of King David 
himself.  

The psalm begins with the announcement of the Messiah's rejection. In verse 1: 

Why do the nations conspire 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
2 The kings of the earth rise up 
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    and the rulers band together 
    against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 
3 “Let us break their chains 
    and throw off their shackles.” 

This rejection refers to two comings: his first in which the Jews and the Gentile leaders, the 
leaders of the nations, conspired together to reject him which brought him to a cross and his 
crucifixion. But it also refers to a future rejection at his second coming when the nations will 
gather together to oppose his arrival and to seek to prevent the coming of the kingdom of God. 
What will God's response be? Verse 4: 

The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
    the Lord scoffs at them. 
5 He rebukes them in his anger 
    and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 
6 “I have installed my king 
    on Zion, my holy mountain.” 

God looks down from heaven and laughs. God looks down upon the sad, pitiful, pathetic 
attempts of man who thinks that they can band together to stop the coming of the creator of the 
universe. But there are still those today who think they're stronger than God, and there are 
some today who still seek to find life without him. But in the future, God will come. He will 
destroy all opposition, and he will reign as King of kings.  

“Some reject him,” the psalm says, but others run to him as their refuge. “Blessed are all who 
take refuge in him.” The word “refuge” means “a place of shelter.” It’s a place of protection, but 
it's a place that we trust, a place where you know that even if you go through the storm you'll be 
okay.  

For the storms in nature, a basement works well. But for the storms of life that all of us face, we 
need a refuge much greater. We discover that our real refuge in this world is not a place, it's a 
person. Not just any person, it's Jesus Christ the anointed one. “Blessed are all who take refuge 
in him,” which is why the psalmist tells us that “Blessed are all who take refuge in Jesus.”  

Why is that so? Why can we trust him? Why is he a refuge that never fails? Because the 
psalmist unfolds that this one we take refuge in is God's King and is God's Son. “Blessed are all 
who take refuge in Jesus because he is God's King.” It says in verse 1: 

Why do the nations conspire 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
2 The kings of the earth rise up 
    and the rulers band together 
    against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 
3 “Let us break their chains 
    and throw off their shackles.” 

4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
    the Lord scoffs at them. 
5 He rebukes them in his anger 
    and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 
6 “I have installed my king 
    on Zion, my holy mountain.” 
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Sinclair Ferguson in a book called Preaching the Atonement, was telling about a time when 
people were gathering together at a funeral for the famous 20th-century English novelist 
Sir Kingsley Amis. That memorial service took place on October 22, 1996, at the St. Martin's in 
the Fields Church in central London. The British newspaper The Daily Telegram reported that 
about 200 admirers gathered to celebrate the life of the famous 20th-century novelist. The paper 
described it as a secular service, no hymns or prayers, just a lot of laughter. 

During the service, the late Sir Kingsley’s son, the novelist Martin Amis, told the following story 
recalling a conversation that his father had had with the Russian poet and novelist Yevgeniy 
Yevtushenko. Now, apparently Yevtushenko had mistakenly assumed that all British 
Englishmen were Christians. He was surprised when he heard that Sir Kingsley Amis was an 
atheist, so he asked him, “Is it in fact true?” 

Amis responded, “Well, yes, but it’s more than that. I hate him.” 

Few people would be so bold or so honest to say that they hate God, but some people do. It’s 
not just that they hate him because of some great disappointment with God or because of some 
unrealistic expectation that went unmet. The Bible tells us, God tells us, Jesus tells us, that most 
people hate or oppose God or claim to be atheists because they don't want any other God but 
themselves. They don't want any other king to reign over them.  

Jim Spiegel in an article called “Unreasonable Doubt” quoted two contemporary philosophers 
who have resisted belief in God for personal and not just intellectual reasons. Thomas Nagel, an 
atheist who authored a popular introduction to philosophy titled “What Does It All Mean?” wrote 
this, “I want atheism to be true. It isn't just that I don't believe in God and naturally hope that I'm 
right about my belief, it’s that I hope there is no God. I don't want there to be a God.”  

You see, many times it’s not for lack of intellectual evidence that people oppose God. The 
opposite. Many become atheists because they know there is a God, but they don't want him. 
The only way to deal with that is to take a posture of atheism, I choose to believe there is no 
God; therefore, I’m no longer accountable or responsible to him. It’s just what Jesus said would 
happen in John 15 verse 22: 

If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin; but now 
they have no excuse for their sin. 

You see? “If I wasn’t there, sin wouldn’t be a problem.” 

23 Whoever hates me hates my Father as well. 24 If I had not done among them the 
works no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. As it is, they have seen, 
and yet they have hated both me and my Father. 25 But this is to fulfill what is 
written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’ 

There is no reason to hate Jesus. There’s nothing but good in him. They hate him for what 
Jesus exposes. They hate him because Jesus is King, and they want no king but themselves. 
You see, that’s what David was describing in Psalm 2 when he talked about the rebellion of the 
nations: 

Why do the nations conspire 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
2 The kings of the earth rise up 
    and the rulers band together 
    against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 
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3 “Let us break their chains 
    and throw off their shackles.” 

You see, it’s the rulers and the kings who are threatened by the rule of Jesus. They don’t want 
this, so they seek to throw him off. They not only conspired against Jesus when he came to 
save them the first time, they not only conspired to eliminate the knowledge of him from the 
world today, but they will conspire to try and stop him when he comes to reign as King. It will be 
the culmination then of the world’s hatred of God now that Jesus described in his parable of the 
kingdom in Luke 19. You remember that kingdom parable? Verse 11: 

While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was 
near Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at 
once. 

So he told them this parable to illustrate what it would be like for him coming as King.  

12 He said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself 
appointed king and then to return.” 

See the parallel? 

13 So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to 
work,’ he said, ‘until I come back.’ 

14 “But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t 
want this man to be our king.’ 

15 “He was made king, however, and returned home.” 

It goes on to describe that he calls in these servants one by one. “What have you done with 
what I gave you while I was gone?”  

“I invested it, you have ten minas more.” 

“Well done, good servant. Rule over ten cities.” He calls in the second one, “What have 
you done with what I gave you while I was gone?” 

“I have earned five minas more.” 

“Very good, good servant. You will be put over five cities.” Then he called in the third, 
“What have you done with my money while I was gone?” 

“I didn’t do anything. I knew you were a hard man. I knew you reap where you don’t sow. I was 
afraid of you, so I put your money in a cloth and I kept it for you. Here it is.” 

Jesus was telling this parable to say, “You know what? Those are a bunch of excuses. The 
reason you didn’t put my money to work is you don’t care about me or the kingdom. In 
fact you are amongst those who don’t want me to be king over them. That’s why you 
don’t do anything to serve me.” It’s why it says in verse 23: 

“Why then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could 
have collected it with interest?” 
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24 “Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it to 
the one who has ten minas.’ 

25 “‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’ 

26 “He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for 
the one who has nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 

You use it or you lose it. 

27 But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them—bring 
them here and kill them in front of me.’” 

You see, what Jesus was describing is what David was predicting. Verse 1: 

Why do the nations conspire 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
2 The kings of the earth rise up 
    and the rulers band together 
    against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 
3 “Let us break their chains 
    and throw off their shackles.” 

4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
    the Lord scoffs at them. 
5 He rebukes them in his anger 
    and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 
6 “I have installed my king 
    on Zion, my holy mountain.” 

“I have installed my king.” 

You see, Jesus is the King of kings. He always has been. He always will be. He was King in 
eternity past. He was King at his birth in Bethlehem. He was King in his triumphal entry. He was 
King when he died on the cross. He is King today. He’ll be King when he comes again, and he 
is coming again bodily, physically to the earth to set down on the Mount of Olives east of 
Jerusalem from whence he left when he made his ascension into heaven. He will be coming this 
time with the armies of heaven, and he’ll be coming to reign as King of kings.  

In fact, that's what Zachariah was prophesying in Zechariah 14 verse 3 when he wrote: 

Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, as he fights on a day of battle. 
4 On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the 
Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of 
the mountain moving north and half moving south. 5 You will flee by my mountain valley, 
for it will extend to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of 
Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him. 

6 On that day there will be neither sunlight nor cold, frosty darkness. 7 It will be a unique 
day—a day known only to the LORD—with no distinction between day and night. When 
evening comes, there will be light. 
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8 On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half of it east to the Dead Sea and 
half of it west to the Mediterranean Sea, in summer and in winter. 

9 The LORD will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one LORD, and his 
name the only name. 

“Blessed are all who take refuge in him.” 

People, the world is a scary place. Storms rage all around us: personal storms, national storms, 
global storms. It can seem like the world is out of control, but it isn't. It can seem like Satan is 
winning and gaining the upper hand, but he isn't. Satan may be prince of this world for a 
season, but Jesus Christ is King of kings forever.  

The question today for all of us is, In whom are we putting our trust? When the storms of life 
rage and the circumstances look threatening, God tells us we don't have to be afraid. You think 
Ebola is really greater than the King of kings? You think ISIS or any other threat can overthrow 
God's kingdom or stop its coming? You think any nation or people on the face of the earth has 
the power to undo what God has set in place? God looks down from heaven and laughs 
because his King has been installed. His King is reigning. His King is coming again. All who take 
refuge in him are blessed. Not only because he's King, but blessed are all who take refuge in 
Jesus because he is God's Son. In verse 7 of Psalm 2: 

I will proclaim the LORD’s decree: 

He said to me, “You are my son; 
    today I have become your father. 
8 Ask me, 
    and I will make the nations your inheritance, 
    the ends of the earth your possession. 
9 You will break them with a rod of iron; 
    you will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 

10 Therefore, you kings, be wise; 
    be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
11 Serve the LORD with fear 
    and celebrate his rule with trembling. 
12 Kiss his son, or he will be angry 
    and your way will lead to your destruction, 
for his wrath can flare up in a moment. 
    Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

When I was 16, one of my first jobs was at a local grocery store in our small New England 
community called Marandino Foods. It was owned by couple Biaz and Evelyn Marandino of 
Italian descent who had come and worked hard to build what they had. I was very grateful for 
my job. They had three sons, Robert, Peter, and Johnny. Bob was the head of the meat 
department. Johnny worked with me in the grocery department, and Peter was the guy I had not 
yet met when I joined the team. He was away at school at college to learn to be a better 
businessman. 

When Peter came back, it was very clear that he was the son who was in charge. In fact, when 
Biaz and Evelyn retired, they turned the store over to their son. Many of us who had worked for 
the father wondered what it would be like to work for the son, and we were delighted to discover 
that there was no change. All authority had been given by the father to the son, but the son was 
running that store to honor his dad, so in many ways nothing changed. It was the same ethics, 
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same high standards, the same treatment of employees, the same expectations because, you 
see, the son was honoring the father. 

I thought about that this week when I read that God had proclaimed that Jesus is his Son. Jesus 
is the Son of God who has come to reign. That's what David was proclaiming when he said in 
verse 7: 

I will proclaim the LORD’s decree: 

He said to me, “You are my son; 
    today I have become your father. 

It’s God speaking to the son. 
8 Ask me, 
    and I will make the nations your inheritance, 
    the ends of the earth your possession. 
9 You will break them with a rod of iron; 
    you will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 

By decree and by birth, Jesus was demonstrated to be the Son of God. Decreed from eternity 
past he had always been the Son. The eternal Father has an eternal Son. Eternal Father, 
Eternal Son, Eternal Holy Spirit, but in Bethlehem Jesus took on identity as the Son in a whole 
new way. Now, he would be God revealed, he would be God in human flesh who had come to 
die on a cross for the sins of the world, to be buried in a tomb and raise victorious, who would 
raise up and be King of kings and Lord of lords conquering sin, death, and the grave, who would 
ascend into heaven with a promise to return: the Son coming to establish his Father's kingdom. 
“All who take refuge in him will be blessed.”  

You see, in biblical days when you called someone your father or someone your son, it was no 
easy or light thing to say. What you were saying was that you had all the mutuality and identity 
and authority of the other. So when a father said, “This is my son.” He was saying, “This is one 
who is living and honoring and representing me. He has all my power, all my authority, all my 
name.” 

When a son said, “That one is my father.” He was claiming that I have all the authority of my 
father, all of his identity, all of his name. We are equals. That's why the Jewish leaders reacted 
so strongly to Jesus’ claims to be the Son of God. John 5 verse 16: 

So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to 
persecute him. 

Here’s God acting out on the Sabbath what the Sabbath was designed to do, but the human 
leaders thought that Jesus was breaking the Sabbath: 

17 In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very 
day, and I too am working.” 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not 
only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making 
himself equal with God. 

They understood exactly what Jesus was claiming. Verse 19: 

Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by 
himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the 
Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all 
he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will 
be amazed. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so 



Page 9 of 13 

the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges 
no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son 
just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor 
the Father, who sent him. 

Which is why Jesus said, “If you've seen me you've seen the Father.” He is God in human 
flesh. That's why Paul quoted Psalm 2 when he was trying to convince the Jewish leaders as he 
preached in the synagogue that Jesus was the Son of God, the long-awaited Messiah, there 
would be no other. So Paul said in Acts 13 verse 26 preaching in the synagogue to the Jewish 
leaders: 

“Fellow children of Abraham and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message 
of salvation has been sent. 27 The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize 
Jesus, yet in condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every 
Sabbath. 28 Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate 
to have him executed. 29 When they had carried out all that was written about him, they 
took him down from the cross and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the 
dead, 31 and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled with him from 
Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our people. 
32 “We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors 33 he has fulfilled for 
us, their children, by raising up Jesus.  

Look at this: 

As it is written in the second Psalm: 

“‘You are my son; 
    today I have become your father.’ 

34 God raised him from the dead so that he will never be subject to decay. As God has 
said, 

“‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.’ 

God told David, “I’m gonna build through you a kingly line that will never end.” David was 
God's son by decree as the king over Israel, but through his line would come one who would be 
king over all as God's Son. He would be God in the flesh, the King of kings and Lord of lords.  

Jesus comes with all God's authority to reign and destroy all opposition. That's why it says in 
verse 8: 

Ask me, 
    and I will make the nations your inheritance, 
    the ends of the earth your possession. 

“All the nations are yours,” God said. “You will rule them with a rod of iron.” You remember 
verse 9? 

9 You will break them with a rod of iron; 
    you will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 

That phrase “rod of iron” is the word “scepter,” a king's scepter, a king’s stick, a sign of his 
power and authority. God gave that to him, to his Son, to reign as King. That scepter of Jesus is 
so powerful, his authority so great that he will be able to crush the nations that oppose him as 
easily as a rod of iron crushes a clay jar.  
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You and I have never known power like this, but that's the power that lives in you. If you’re a 
Christian, this Christ has come to live in you. You have taken refuge in him, and all the power of 
God is now resident within you to be used for his glory and for his purpose. He is the very son of 
God. He's God in human flesh. That's why God wanted no one to miss who he is, so he was 
declared to be God's son from eternity past. You remember in Hebrews Chapter 1 verse 5? 

 For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son; 

None of them. 

     today I have become your Father”? 

Or again, 

“I will be his Father, 
     and he will be my Son”? 
6 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
7 In speaking of the angels he says, 

“He makes his angels spirits, 
    and his servants flames of fire.” 

8 But about the Son he says, 

“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; 
     a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom.” 

No angel holds this spot. No mere man holds this spot. God calls the Son “God” and gives him 
the scepter of his kingdom. He was declared to be his Son at his birth. You remember the 
angel’s announcement to Mary when she said, “How can this be I'm a virgin?” Luke 1 verse 35: 

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  

He was declared to be the Son of God at his baptism. Mark 1 verse 9: 

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open 
and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You 
are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

He was declared to be the Son of God throughout his ministry. In fact, it brings us to life's most 
important question. Matthew 16 verse 13: 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi,  

Far in the north, a region known for its idolatry and multiplicity of false gods. 

he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 
14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah 
or one of the prophets.” 
15 “But what about you?” he asked. 
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It always comes to this. “What about you?” It doesn’t matter what I think. Doesn’t matter what 
your parent’s think. It doesn’t matter what the world thinks. It comes down to this: 

 “Who do you say I am?” 

Eternity hangs on that question, “Who do you say that I am?” Every human being on the face 
of the earth will answer that question now or later. Now, it will make him your refuge. Later, will 
be too late. “Who do you say that I am?” 

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to 
you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven.”  

“My father told you who I am, and you believed him. That’s why you're blessed.” 

He was declared to be the Son of God at his transformation. You remember on the mountain 
with Peter, James, and John? God spoke out of the cloud in Mark 9 verse 7: 

Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is 
my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” 

Do you member at his trials he wouldn’t let his persecutors escape the reality of who he was, 
the Son of God. In Matthew 26 verse 62: 

Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is 
this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” 63 But Jesus remained silent. 

The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are 
the Messiah, the Son of God.” 
64 “You have said so,” Jesus replied.  

In other words, “Out of your own mouth you’ve just confessed the truth of who I am, 
God’s Son.” 

“But I say to all of you: From now on you will see the Son of Man sitting at the 
right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

He was declared to be the Son of God is at his death on the cross. Mark 15 verse 37: 
 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 
38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39 And when the 
centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, “Surely this man 
was the Son of God!” 

That's why the apostle Paul told the Romans he was declared to be the Son of God at his 
resurrection. Romans 1 verse 1: 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of 
God— 2 the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 
3 regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life was a descendant of David, 4 and who 
through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrection 
from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.  

That's why God says in Psalm 2 to the kings of the earth and the rules of the world, “Be wise. 
Be warned. Serve the Lord with fear. Celebrate his rule with trembling. Pay attention. 
Wake up. Understand who he is before it’s too late. Celebrate his rule with trembling.” I 
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love that word “trembling.” It’s a word that means “a trembling that comes from an excitement 
and anticipation.” It’s like a little kid standing out there for the gates of Disneyland to open up, 
and he is so pumped up he can hardly wait. He's trembling with excitement. Is that the way you 
and I think and live and respond when we think about the second coming of Jesus Christ? Or 
are we so attached to this world at somehow there are thoughts that we wouldn’t want to leave it 
or wouldn’t want it to change. Or are we like kids at the gate at Disneyland so excited about the 
prospect of his coming, so good will be his reign, so awesome will be his presence that we can 
hardly wait for the day of his arrival. That excitement and joy comes to those who celebrate 
Jesus and the awesome privilege to know him as the Son of God.  

“Kiss the son,” he said in verse 12. Pay homage to him. Show the true surrender and devotion 
of your life. And if you know who he is, don’t wait to give this, “for his wrath can flare up in a 
moment.” 

Tomorrow is promised to no one. Jesus can come at any moment. He will return when you least 
expect it. He is God’s Son. He is God in human flesh. He rules over all creation. “Blessed are 
those who take refuge in him.” The storms of life are going to rage. That's why your refuge is so 
important.  

John Piper his great book The Pleasures of God said: 

Suppose you were exploring an unknown Greenland glacier in the middle of winter. Just 
as you reach the sheer cliff for the spectacular view of miles of jagged ice and mountains 
of snow, a terrible storm breaks in. The wind is so strong that the fear rises in your heart 
that it might blow you over the cliff, but in the midst of the storm you discover a cleft in 
the ice where you can hide and here you feel secure. But even though secure, the 
awesome might of the storm rages on. It doesn't stop, but you watch it with a kind of 
trembling pleasure as it surges out across the distant glaciers. 

Not everything we call “fear” vanishes from your heart, only the life-threatening part. 
There remains the trembling, the awe, the wonder, the feeling that you would never want 
to tangle with such a storm as this or be the adversary of such a power. So it is with 
God. The fear of God is what is left of the storm when you have a safe place to watch 
right in the middle of it. Hope turns fear into a trembling and a peaceful wonder. Fear 
takes everything trivial out of hope and makes it earnest and profound. The terrors of 
God make the pleasures of his people intense. The fireside fellowship is all the sweeter 
when you know the storm is howling outside the cottage. 

People, it isn’t that the storms go away. It’s that we come to know that in Christ they can't touch 
us. Oh, we may die in the storm, but no harm will come to us because, you see, we have made 
Jesus Christ our refuge. He is the King. He is the Son. All power and authority is his so that no 
matter what happens on earth, he wins. That's why everybody who trusts in him will never be 
disappointed. He's the King. He's God’s Son. “All who trust in him will be blessed.” He is the 
refuge, and God will work all the storms until we all learn that there is no place else, there is no 
one else, and we need no one else. “Blessed are all who take refuge in him.” 

God, thank you for that hope. Thank you for that assurance, and thank you for that promise. 
Things do seem wildly out of control at times, but they're not. It does seem like the good guys 
are losing, but we’re not. Everyone who takes refuge in you will never be disappointed. So, God, 
when we come to trust you for that salvation, when we invite you into our lives, that refuge 
begins. When we choose each day to listen to your voice, to obey your word, and to walk with 
you, in that refuge we stay so that no matter what storms rage around us we know that every 
day you are in us and we are in you. We are blessed. 
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God, some day these storms will all be behind us and then we’ll discover what a great refuge 
you have really been. But, now, you ask us to trust you by faith. “Blessed are all who take 
refuge in you.” We thank you for that. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 


