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Celebrating the Child of 
Christmas 

 
Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning 
into this week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I 
hope it will be a great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to 
strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement 
for your weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church 
in your community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and 
teachers who can speak into your lives. We also realize that around the world there are places 
where there is no local church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great 
encouragement to you and anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and 
to share with in this message. Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it 
will be a great blessing in your life. 

 

If you have your Bibles, I'd like you to turn with me if you would to one of the classic, awesome 
Christmas passages in all of the Bible from Isaiah Chapter 8 and 9, the story of Isaiah telling 
about the coming of Jesus Christ the child who would be born in Bethlehem. Seven hundred 
years before Jesus would be born, Isaiah was writing the details. In fact, it's been said that if the 
only book we had was the book of Isaiah, the whole gospel is there. It tells of his birth coming of 
a virgin, Emanuel “God with us.” It tells us that he would go to a cross and die there suffering for 
the sins of the world, paying for our sins and everyone’s sins, and he would have a glorious 
return.  

In these sections in Isaiah 8 and 9, Isaiah speaks in a world very much like our own, a world 
that was filled with darkness and despair, threats all over. Yet he said in the midst of all of this 
there is a hope and a joy that is for everyone who believes. In Isaiah Chapter 8 verse 19 Isaiah 
put it like this: 

When someone tells you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and mutter, 
should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living? 
20 Consult God’s instruction and the testimony of warning. If anyone does not speak 
according to this word, they have no light of dawn. 21 Distressed and hungry, they will 
roam through the land; when they are famished, they will become enraged and, looking 
upward, will curse their king and their God. 22 Then they will look toward the earth and 
see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom, and they will be thrust into utter 
darkness. 

9 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past 
he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor 
Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan— 

2 The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light;  
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
    a light has dawned. 
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3 You have enlarged the nation 
    and increased their joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as people rejoice at the harvest, 
as warriors rejoice 
    when dividing the plunder. 
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 
    you have shattered 
the yoke that burdens them, 
    the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor. 
5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle 
    and every garment rolled in blood 
will be destined for burning, 
    will be fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 
    there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne 
    and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 
    with justice and righteousness 
    from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
    will accomplish this. 

Let's pray together. 

God, thank you for a word spoken to us from antiquity that's as powerful and relevant today as 
it's ever been given. In a world that seeks to marginalize you to the fringes, we are reminded 
through Isaiah as God's people we are to herald the true meaning of the coming of our king, the 
child who we celebrate every Christmas, the child who is our light, our peace, and our king. We 
thank you for this time together, God. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

I was reading in the gospel of Luke this last week in Chapter 2 that when they came to 
Bethlehem, Mary and Joseph were relegated to a stable where Jesus was born because there 
was no room for them in the inn. If you are watching what’s playing out in the world today, you 
may discover that we may soon find that there is no room for him in the world.  

I was at an office a couple weeks ago; a number of people were waiting behind me for their turn 
at the desk. The nice ladies behind there who were helping me were finished, and they looked 
up and said, “Happy holidays.” 

I said, “Well, thank you and Merry Christmas to you. After all we are celebrating Jesus’ 
birthday.” Man, you’d thought I'd just said, “I'm from the Taliban and I was making a terror 
attack.” I mean their eyes got this big.  

They were looking at each other like, “Can he say that?” They looked out at the people who 
were waiting in the lobby, they’re like, “We’re so sorry he said –“ I mean I couldn’t believe their 
reaction.  
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I was reading the paper last Tuesday, Bruce Tinsley's little comic strip called Mallard Fillmore. 
It's about a duck who wears a business suit and is in an office. It’s an interesting scenario, but 
anyway, he writes about the political and social scenes in America particularly. He writes from a 
very conservative perspective. This last Tuesday he had a piece in there about Mallard who’s 
reading a Christmas card, and he's reading this thing that's in the middle. Here’s what it says on 
the left, Mallard’s saying (that’s him the duck with the business suit and hat):  

Meanwhile, at a greeting card company’s R&D (Research and Development Division) 
near you, this what they came up with: “Happy generic, winter-type holiday from some 
other person to you or current resident.” 

They’ve got that little snowman guy with the wings, and then there's the boss over there looking 
at this, considering whether they should do it. It says: 

Memo: Like concept but lose the snowperson. Looks a little faith based. 

It’s not even a snowman. It’s a snowperson to be politically correct. Because it has angel’s 
wings it’s a little faith based. They’re threatened by a snowman with wings. That’s the world 
we’re living in.  

A conscious effort is being made to avoid any reference to Jesus or anything that has to do with 
faith seeking to make the greatest celebration of the birth of our king a purely secular holiday. 
That in part is why the world continues to be in the mess it's in and ever spiraling downward. 
Nobody who is keeping abreast of the world scene or even pays attention to what's going on in 
our neighborhoods can say that the world is getting better. You’d have to be a Pollyanna to 
draw that conclusion. The problem is the world seeks to relegate to the fringes and eventually to 
eliminate any reference to the only one who can actually save them.  

The problem in the world today is sin plain and simple. We are reaping the consequences of 
what sin dees. God said this would happen. If we turn away from him, live in our sins, this is 
what it creates. Jesus is the only one who came to save us from what sin has done. But when 
you're living in spiritual and moral darkness and continually refuse the light, your darkness only 
grows deeper and along with it the despair that comes with it. That was the world of Isaiah 700 
years before the birth of Christ.  

Isaiah was a scholarly, well-connected man of society who also had a very deep devotion and 
faith in God. He preached at a time of great moral and spiritual darkness in Israel, an Israel that 
was filled with hopelessness and despair and much fear. Assyria, the regional power to the 
east, was threatening to overrun them as they had overrun the northern kingdoms and 
destroyed Israel in the north and taken the people captive. 

People were turning to spiritists and mediums, to the Oprah Winfrey's and the Dr. Phil’s of their 
day, trying to tune into anybody they could find to help them to understand the day and what 
was going on and what advice they would give. People were tired. They were stressed out. 
They were filled with all kinds of mistrust, mistrust of authority, mistrust of their clergy, mistrust 
of government officials. Sound familiar? They were trying to find solutions in everything and 
everyone except the one true God who could actually help them, so their darkness and their 
despair got worse. That's why Isaiah wrote in Chapter 8 verse 19: 

When someone tells you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and mutter, 
should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living?  

Isaiah's asking the question, “Why would you go to these people who don't know any more than 
you do and listen to what they're saying instead of what God is saying?  

20 Consult God’s instruction and the testimony of warning. If anyone does not speak 
according to this word, they have no light of dawn. 21 Distressed and hungry, they will 
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roam through the land; when they are famished, they will become enraged and, looking 
upward, will curse their king and their God. 

Isaiah said they will actually start cursing God for the mess when they're turning away from him 
when he’s trying to heal it. Crazy.  

22 Then they will look toward the earth and see only distress and darkness and fearful 
gloom, and they will be thrust into utter darkness. 

But even in the midst of all this, God still sends a message of hope, a message of salvation. 
Isaiah 9 verse 1: 

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he 
humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor 
Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan— 

2 The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
    a light has dawned. 
3 You have enlarged the nation 
    and increased their joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as people rejoice at the harvest, 
as warriors rejoice 
    when dividing the plunder. 
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 
    you have shattered 
the yoke that burdens them, 
    the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor. 
5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle 
    and every garment rolled in blood 
will be destined for burning, 
    will be fuel for the fire. 

When you're reading the narrative of Isaiah and you see this hope that’s coming out of the 
darkness, the natural question the narrative leads to, Who? Who is going to bring about such a 
light out of the darkness? What king is gonna come to deliver us? What mighty warrior will 
conquer our enemies and lead us to victory? What great leader will fill the people and the 
nations with joy and rejoicing? The answer that Isaiah gives is stunning. You don't expect it. The 
great deliverer is a baby. A baby! Not just any baby, God's baby. Verse 6: 

6 For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

To us a child is born,  

He would be fully human. 

to us a son is given, 
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God's son. He would be fullness of deity. He would be the God-man, God in human flesh, the 
only one would be the Savior the world, and he will bring his kingdom. He will establish his 
righteousness and reign. He alone will bring hope and joy to the world. That’s why Isaiah was 
celebrating that the joy of Christmas is the celebration of the child. 

Why do we celebrate the Christ child? Isaiah said, “Because this child is our light. He is our 
peace, and he is our king. We celebrate the child who is our light. Isaiah said in verse 2: 

The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
    a light has dawned. 

People, the message is so simple and so obvious, a four-year-old can see it. I was coming 
home a couple of weeks ago into our garage. It was nighttime. I came into the kitchen with my 
two grandsons Levi and Owen. Levi’s 4 and Owen is 2. When I opened the door it was dark 
inside. Levi stuck his head around the corner. He goes, “Bumpa, it's dark in there. You need a 
light.” A four-year-old can see the obvious and make a right decision. Why is it that most of the 
world lives in this kind of darkness and can’t see what a four-year-old knows inherently the 
problem to darkness is light. The problem to darkness is light. The solution is light. 

People don't do well in the dark especially when that darkness isn’t physical, especially when 
that darkness is spiritual. You see, that's why God would send to Bethlehem the one who is the 
light of the world. God gave Isaiah a look back and then a look forward to the coming of the one 
who would shine his light into the darkness. Isaiah said in verse 1: 

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he 
humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor 
Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan— 

2 The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
    a light has dawned. 

“In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali.”  It’s referring to the area 
to the north of Judah near the Sea of Galilee, the place where two of Jacob’s tribes settled. That 
land became known as Galilee by the Way of the Sea. Previously God had humbled the people 
there. When the kingdom had split, there was the kingdom of Israel in the north and the 
kingdom of Judah in the south. The kingdom of Israel turned away from God so God humbled 
them. They brought the Assyrian hoards over and they conquered the people and took them 
captive and carried them off and destroyed the land. 

“In the past,” God reminded them, he humbled this land. “But there was a time coming in the 
future,” Isaiah said, “when God is gonna honor this land, for out of this place called Galilee is 
gonna come one who will be the light of the world. That's why he said in verse 2: 

The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
    a light has dawned. 

You’ll notice that's written in the past tense 700 years before it happened. The reason is there is 
always such certainty with God's proclamations that God gives his prophecies as though they’ve 
already taken place because they will take place with certainty. That's why Isaiah says at the 
end of this section in verse 7: 
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The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
    will accomplish this. 

His plans will not be thwarted. This one who brings honor as the light of the world out of Galilee 
will come into the world and be the light of the world. You see, Jesus is the light of the world 
born of Mary from the village of Nazareth in the land of Galilee by Way of the Sea. The world is 
so messed up because it's in the dark, and it's often led by people who cannot see. When the 
problem is darkness, more education, more money, more technology is not going to help you. 
This world problem is not gonna be solved by human means. When you're stumbling in the 
dark, you need light and Jesus is the light. 

In John Chapter 8 God said in his gospel in verse 12, “When Jesus spoke again to the people, 
he said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.’” 

Jesus is the light that shines in our darkness exposing our sin and to helping us to see our need 
for a savior. Jesus is the light that shows us we’re on the wrong path. He shows us why we are 
messed up, why we’re struggling, why we're in fear. The light of Jesus Christ can show us the 
solution to all these things which is exactly why Satan hates the light and why he tries to keep 
so many people in the dark blinding their minds and their hearts so they won't even see the 
need.  

When the apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthian church, he said in 2 Corinthians 4 verse 4, “The 
god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 
gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” because Satan knows you 
stay in the dark long enough you'll actually come to prefer the darkness over the light. John 3, 
verse 19: 

This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of 
light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will 
not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 

They love the darkness because their deeds are evil. You ever shared Christ with people, 
people you love and care about? Maybe some of you are right here this morning. People have 
told you about Jesus. They've invited you to Christmas programs. You’d been there for the 
Easter services, but time after time, service after service, year after year there is a resistance to 
surrender to Jesus.  

When I encounter people in that situation I sometimes ask them, “What evil is going on in your 
life that you're afraid to have exposed that keeps you from coming into the light?” It's time to 
stop pussyfooting around with this thing and to realize people live in the darkness who don't 
come into the light don't come into the light because there’s something going on inside they 
don't want God and others to see. And if you stand that darkness long enough, you'll actually 
come to love the darkness. In fact, people become so deceived they actually think the darkness 
is the light, that sin is right, and God's ways are restrictive or outdated or just flat-out wrong. 

In our recent so-called gay pride parade in San Francisco, there were a couple of guys there 
who were dressed rather indecently. An interviewer came up and asked them the question, 
“What would you say to religious people who think that your lifestyle is morally wrong?” I was 
amazed that an interviewer would even ask that question, but he did. 

These two guys looked at him and said, “Well, that's rather dated. I would say to them they 
either need to get with it or they need to get out of the way.” You hear that? Moral people who 
have religious views and happen to care little bit about what God may say about your lifestyle 
are outdated, out of touch, need to get with it because God's ways no longer apply, or you just 
need to get out of the way.  
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When that happens, when you think the darkness is the light, your deception is total. Jesus said 
in Matthew 6 verse 22: 

The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be 
full of light. 

Your spiritual eyes that allow you to see reality as it is. 
23 But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness.  

Look at this: 

If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 

You see, that's why people as in Isaiah's day who claimed to be followers of Jesus yet walk in 
the darkness, they only proved by their lives that they’re lying. First John 1 verse 5: 

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him 
there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the 
darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his son, purifies us 
from all sin. 

Isaiah 9 verse 2: 

The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
    a light has dawned. 

People, the light is Jesus. Have you seen him or are you still living in the darkness that Satan 
will try to convince you is the light. He’ll steal your very life from you not only now but for all 
eternity.  

Christmas is the celebration of the child who is the light. Not only he who is the light, but we 
celebrate the child who is our peace. Isaiah said in verse 3: 

You have enlarged the nation 
    and increased their joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as people rejoice at the harvest, 
as warriors rejoice 
    when dividing the plunder. 
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 
    you have shattered 
the yoke that burdens them, 
    the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor. 
5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle 
    and every garment rolled in blood 
will be destined for burning, 
    will be fuel for the fire. 

You know, I like country music once in a while if it’s clean and good. I learn a lot about pickup 
trucks and firearms and Texas and other things that I hear a lot about today in some venues. I 
don't know a lot of names of country-western stars, but this one I recognized. His name was 
Travis Tritt. What caught my attention was he was telling about how hard it was for him before 
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he came to be famous. He was telling about how he used to have to play in a lot of out-of-the-
way places like bars that he said, “Many times dangerous places.” In fact he said, “Bar fights 
would often break out.” In fact, he put it like this: 

Many of the bars were dangerous places with drunk fans starting fights over the smallest 
matters. 

Sounds like a Raider game, but Tritt found a unique way to keep the peace in such situations. 
Here’s what he wrote: 

Silent Night proved to be my all-time lifesaver. Just when bar fights start to getting out of 
hand, when bikers are reaching for their pool cues and rednecks were heading for their 
gun racks, I'd start playing Silent Night “Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright.”  

He would start singing about the Christ child.  

The most amazing thing would happen. It didn't matter if it was December or the middle 
of July, I didn't care. Whenever the fight broke out I’d start singing Silent Night. He said 
these guys would stop. Some of them would even start crying standing there with their 
guns and their pool cues watching me sweat in July while I'm playing Christmas carols to 
bring peace on earth. 

People, we all know conflict is unavoidable sometimes. We live in a scary world where conflict 
abounds. Just look what's happening in Ferguson, Missouri or the horrible events that took 
place for those school kids in Pakistan. Wars and fighting seemly everywhere; threats and 
uncertainty, worry, all working together to steal our peace. 

Just the other day I was behind a car, they had a bumper sticker. On the sticker it said, “Find 
World Peace.” I felt like pulling him over and asking him, “Where you expect to find that?” 
Because the world is looking for it in all the wrong places. God is the one who brings peace, and 
apart from God there will be no peace. He's always the one who brings it. That's why Isaiah said 
in Isaiah 9 verse 3: 

You have enlarged the nation 
    and increased their joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as people rejoice at the harvest, 
as warriors rejoice 
    when dividing the plunder. 
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 
    you have shattered 
the yoke that burdens them, 
    the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor. 
5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle 
    and every garment rolled in blood 
will be destined for burning, 
    will be fuel for the fire. 

God is the one who brings peace. It will be like in the days of Midian’s defeat. What he’s talking 
about were the days of the judges when everyone did that which was right in their own eyes. 
Israel had no king. Idolatry was rampant everywhere, and God had raised up judges to help 
fight the people's battles. One of those judges was a guy by the name of Gideon. Gideon was a 
farmer. 
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When we come upon Gideon in Judges 6 and 7, he is hiding out threshing the little bit of wheat 
that he’s got because the wheat crops are annually destroyed by the invading hoards of the 
Midianites and other Eastern peoples who come at harvest time, camp on the land, destroy 
Israel's crops, and impoverish the nation. So here's Gideon, mighty little Gideon, with his little bit 
of wheat, hiding out from anybody who would see him threshing this stuff trying to get a little bit 
of wheat for his family when God shows up and says to him, “Greetings, mighty warrior.”  

Gideon says, “Say what?” That’s a loose interpretation of the Hebrew. 

The angel of the Lord says, “Greetings, mighty warrior.”  

Gideon's going, “You talking to me? You talking to me? I’m no warrior, I’m a farmer. In fact I’m 
doing my best to hide out here. I don’t want anybody to see I got this little bit of wheat left.”  

God said, “I’m looking for a man that I can use to deliver my people and bring peace to 
them, and you’re the man.” 

Gideon is most known for the fleece event. You remember that? “Well, God, if it’s really you, 
here’s this piece of fleece, so make the fleece wet and the ground dry and I’ll know it’s you.” 
God does it and Gideon says, “How about two out of two. I’m not sure that first thing worked. 
This time you make the ground wet and the fleece dry and then I’ll believe you.” God does it and 
Gideon says, “Alright, if you’re with me.” 

God says, “Great. Now, we’re gonna send an army out there.” Gideon goes out. He gets 
32,000 men. He brings them back. God says, “You got too many.” 

Gideon goes, “Whoa, whoa, wait, the Midianites and the other people, they’re vastly bigger than 
this. This is all I could find, 32,000. Most of them aren't real fighting men.” 

God says, “You got too many, you gotta whittle it down.” Through a process he whittles it 
down to 300 guys who are like your techno-geeks. You get the impression reading the account 
that they weren't really the mighty warriors he was hoping for. God said, “This will be enough.” 

Gideon goes, “Three hundred guys against them? What are you gonna give us for a weapon.” 

“I’m gonna give you a stick with a torch and a clay jar.” 

“That’s our weapon against the hoards of Midian?” 

“That’s all you need because you have me. In fact, when I get done, everyone both in 
Midian and the eastern kings, and all of you in Israel, you’re gonna know that it’s God 
who brings the victory, it’s God who brings the peace. You can’t do it by human means, 
God has to do it. So I want you to take your 300 guys, light their torches, stick it under 
the jar, stand on the hill, and when I tell you, you smash those jars, lift up your torch, and 
yell for the Lord and for Gideon.” 

“Really? That’s your battle plan?” 

“Yep, that’s what we’re doing.” So they do it in obedience to God. You know what happened? 
Those Midianites saw all those torches come suddenly on them that night; they mistook it for a 
massive army that was invading. God threw confusion amongst the people. They started killing 
each other off. They couldn't get out of there fast enough. They ran, and you know what they left 
behind? Everything: horses, cows, herds, everything to feed an army, all their clothes, all their 
gold, all their weapons, everything. God plundered the people, gave it to Gideon to restore the 
back pay that was needed at Israel for all the things that Midian had stolen. God said, “Gideon, 
you remember this: Those who stand with me stand in the victory. God is the one who 
brings you peace. God is the one who brings you peace.”  



Page 10 of 13 

Isaiah said, “When God brings this one from Galilee, there's gonna be rejoicing like the people 
at harvest. They’re gonna be rejoicing like warriors who are dividing the plunder. It's gonna be 
like the day of Midian’s defeat all over again. You’re gonna see through this one the peace that 
only God can bring, and it will be covering the whole world.”  

What will this peace be? It will be peace with God the Bible tells us, the greatest peace we 
need. It’s sin that is the problem. It's sin that stands between us and God. If we die with sin in 
our lives guess what? You're gonna be put away from God forever. Jesus came to die to pay 
that price, so that now in Christ with our sins forgiven we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Peace with God.  

He also came to bring peace with others. Sin has, at its core, the ability to divide and to 
separate. We see all kinds of separations going on. In Isaiah's day it was Jews and Gentiles or 
some from the other surrounding nations. Today, we see the division of race and economics 
and ethnicities and all kinds of things we use to create divisions. 

You know what happens when Jesus the Prince of Peace comes in a person's heart? It doesn't 
matter what race they are, it doesn’t matter their ethnicity or their economic standing. The fact of 
the matter is when God comes to live in you and Prince of Peace comes to reside, that peace 
he creates in you he creates in another. Suddenly you discover you have more in common, 
more at peace, more in union with someone who shares Christ with you than a family member 
who doesn't. That's the kind of peace he creates. He creates peace with God, peace with 
others, and peace within. That’s the kind of peace people are looking for in a crazy world with so 
much fear. They want peace.  

We saw last week that the kind of peace the world gives is peace that says “Avoid the conflict.” 
That’s not gonna happen. The kind of peace Jesus says that I give is not like the world. “The 
peace I give you is that deep, abiding peace even amidst the conflict, so that when you're 
going through staring down a terminal illness or financial ruin or the breakup of a 
marriage or a threat or a fear or the craziness going on in the world you have inside of 
you a peace the world cannot explain.” 

That’s why Paul told the Philippians in Philippians 4 verse 4: 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to 
all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding,  

You won’t be able to explain how this happens. 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

That's the peace the angels were singing about the night Jesus was born to a group of terrified 
shepherds on a hillside who had their darkness shattered by the light of God's glory: 

Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For 
unto you this day in the city of David a Savior has been born; he is Christ the Lord. 
12 This is a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. 
13 Suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host. 

This was a message God wanted no one to miss. They were singing: 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
    and on earth (what?) peace, good will to men on whom his favor rests.” 
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The world wants peace. Well, they’re not gonna find it apart from the Prince of Peace. The 
message of Christmas is the Prince of Peace is come. We’re celebrating the child who is our 
peace. 

Not only our light and our peace, but we celebrate the child who is our king. Isaiah said in 
verse 6: 

For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 
    there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne 
    and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 
    with justice and righteousness 
    from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
    will accomplish this. 

I was reading an excerpt from a sermon by Ken Langley who is a pastor of Christ Community 
Church in Zion, Illinois. In that sermon he was drawing a parallel between the trilogy of the Lord 
of the Rings, particularly the section on The Return of the King, with King Aragorn who lives 
among his people, lays down his life, fights for them, serves them as the rightful king who is not 
on his throne. But one day everybody discovers he's the rightful king, and when he's established 
there is great joy in the nation. 

In the movie The Return of the King when that moment happens when Aragon comes to be 
established, the steward of the city begins to herald out for the whole world to hear all of the 
titles of this king who is coming to reign so that they can know that he is the rightful heir to the 
throne, and that he can be trusted with this kingdom. So when Aragorn's coming in, the city 
steward yells out: 

Here is Aragorn, son of Arathorn, chieftain of the Dúnedain of Arnor, Captain of the Host 
of the West, bearer of the Star of the North, wielder of the Sword Reforged, victorious in 
battle, whose hands bring healing, the Elfstone, Elessar of the line of Valandil, Isildur’s 
son, Elendil’s son of Numenor –  

and on and on and on he goes heralding all that this king is that the people begin to rejoice. Ken 
Langley goes on to say: 

There is another king who long labored in obscurity, unheralded, humbly serving the 
people over whom he had every right to reign, laying down his life for them. Today he 
claims the throne of our lives. This king is Jesus Christ, and his people, like that choir, 
should be heralding who he is. He is Jesus the Christ, the second Adam, the Bright and 
Morning Star, the first and the last, victorious in battle, whose hands bring healing, 
mighty second person of the Trinity, son of David, son of Man, word of God incarnate, 
the Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 
He is the way, the truth and the life, the true vine, the door for the sheep, the good 
shepherd, the light of the world, the Lamb of God, the lion of the tribe of Judah. He is the 
living water, the living bread, he is the great I Am. He is the resurrection and the life, the  
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Alpha and the Omega, the Savior the world, the King of kings, and Lord of lords, and he 
comes with a name above every name, a name to which every knee shall bow and every 
tongue will confess, Jesus Christ is Lord and King to the glory of God the Father. That is 
our king. That's Jesus. 

That’s why Zechariah would say at the end of his great prophecy in Zechariah 14 verse 9, “The 
Lord will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one Lord, and his name the only 
name.” For, you see, this king born in Bethlehem was king when he was born. He was king 
when he died. He was king when he rose again. He’s king today, and he's king and he’s coming 
back. I can hardly wait. This is why we celebrate Christmas. It’s the celebration of the child who 
is our king. 

People, when this child, Jesus, when this one who was born in Bethlehem comes to live in our 
hearts as our light, comes to bring to us that peace, comes to reign in us as our king, he 
changes every situation no matter what it is or where it happens. 

I don’t know if you remember 2008, John McCain was running for president. He was interviewed 
by Time Magazine in an article it was called “A Light Amid the Darkness.” In that interview he 
was asked by Time Magazine to share his “personal journey of faith.” In that article McCain 
shared a powerful story of something that occurred while he was a prisoner of war in Vietnam. 
He said: 

When I was a prisoner of war in Vietnam, my captors would tie my arms behind my back 
and then loop the rope around my neck and then to my ankles so that it would pull my 
head down between my knees. I was often left like that throughout the night.  

One night a guard came into my cell. He put his finger to his lips signaling for me to be 
quiet and then loosened my ropes to relieve my pain. The next morning when his shift 
ended, the guard returned and retightened the ropes never saying a word to me. 

A month or so later it was Christmas day. I was standing alone in the dirt courtyard when 
I saw that same guard approach me. He walked up and stood there silently next to me 
not looking or smiling at me. Then he used his sandled foot to draw a cross in the dirt. 
There we stood, the captor and the captive wordlessly looking at the cross and 
remembering on that day the true light of Christmas even in the darkness of a 
Vietnamese prison camp.  

Isaiah said: 

The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
    will accomplish this. 

Wherever Jesus comes, he is the light. Wherever Jesus comes, he is the peace, and wherever 
Jesus comes, he reigns as king. That's a message the world is dying to hear. It's a message 
that God's people, you and I, have been given the privilege of declaring because, you see, 
when people know this God they will know what Christmas is really all about and why there is a 
celebration that will never be silenced.  

Thank you, God, for this reminder today. We’re a part of something bigger than we can even 
imagine. Your will and your word will see this accomplished. Jesus you have come, Galilee has 
been honored, your Son is the light of the world. He is the peace of God. He is the King of all 
kings, and he is still being born in the hearts of those who believe and receive. 

That’s why I want to say right at this moment while your heads are bowed and your eyes are 
closed, has the Christ child been born in you? Is he the light that has shattered your darkness? 
Is he the one bringing you that peace that only God can give? Have you let him in as king over 
your life? Every year we meet people who Christmas after Christmas go through this. They hear 
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it but they never respond. Don’t let that happen to you. Jesus loves you. He died on a cross for 
you. He was buried in a tomb and he rose again. He's alive today and he’s ready to save you 
right now because he’s the Savior if you’ll just reach out and believe. “For by grace we are 
saved through faith and this not of ourselves. It is the gift of God,” the greatest gift you will ever 
receive and the greatest gift you will ever give is when you surrender your life to this child of 
Christmas, the one who is our light our peace and our king.  

In fact, if you're here today and you know you're a sinner like the rest of us, and you now 
understand that it’s your sin that separates you from God and will forever if it isn't cleansed. You 
believe that Jesus died on a cross in your place, paid for your sins, was buried in a tomb and 
rose again victorious. If you believe the Easter message that he conquered sin, death, and the 
grave for you, and he's alive and offering hope, forgiveness, and eternal life to all who believe. If 
you believe that then open your heart to him and let the King of Glory come in. Let him save 
you. If you’re ready you can pray with me right now as some of been doing this morning. You 
can pray just like this. Just say to him in your heart to God: 

Lord Jesus, I know that I'm a sinner, and I believe that it's my sin that separates me from 
you. I believe you love me and that's why you came to die for me for my sins in my place 
on the cross. After you died and paid my sin, I believe you were buried. I believe the 
grave couldn't hold you. I believe you rose again victorious just as you promised and that 
you conquered sin and death and the grave for me. I believe you're alive.  

So, Lord Jesus, I ask you please come and live in me. Wash away all of my sins. Bring 
me into God's kingdom, and I will thank you for all eternity for the greatness of this 
salvation. 

While people are still praying, I want to ask you that if you prayed today, whether you’re in the 
balcony or down on the lower floor, Jesus Christ came to live in you because he responds to the 
faith you have to trust him. It's why he came. If you prayed that today, Christ comes to live in 
you. Your sins are forgiven. You're brought into relationship with God. It's a new beginning. We 
want to help you with it. That’s why no matter where you're sitting today if you would take just a 
moment before you leave to come down to see us or go to our prayer room. People will meet 
you there and they will have some material to give you to encourage your faith. Or maybe you’d 
just like to talk to somebody today about what it means to be a real Christian. You have sincere 
questions, or maybe there's some other prayer need. But if you come today, we’ll be here to 
help. This is a day of salvation. 

Lord, thank you for this moment. Thank you that the salvation is still being offered and received 
by those who believe. Thank you for the many here today who have already trusted you. What a 
great reminder for us that no matter what happens in the world we have you and you'll be with 
us always. We praise you, God. No wonder we can sing above all others “Joy to the world, the 
Lord is come.” We praise you in Jesus’ name, Amen. 


