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January 18, 2015 
Luke 17:20-21 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Gods Eternal Kingdom - 
Week 1: The Kingdom of God 

 
One of the great joys of the disciples was the time they got to spend with Jesus. They lived with 
him. They walked with him. They ate with him. They went through many experiences with him, 
but one of the things that most impressed them was when they heard Jesus pray. So one day, 
the disciples said to Jesus, “Lord, would you teach us to pray?”  

When he taught them to pray, he taught them to focus first on the Father, “Our Father who art 
in heaven, hallowed be your name.” But immediately Jesus moved the prayer to a kingdom 
focus, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 

The kingdom of God is the realm over which the King reigns. Jesus is King. When Jesus comes 
to live in the heart of an individual, the kingdom reign of Christ is established there, but that 
reign is to spread over all the earth. In us and through us, the reign of Christ was to advance 
until it encompasses all the nations of the world.  

In this study that we’re having together with all of the people in our small groups on Sunday 
mornings and in our daily devotions, we are learning together about the kingdom of God and the 
significant role that each of us has to play a part in that advancement. Jesus actually lives his 
life in us, and wants to live it out through us. This experience that we’re having together is one 
where we are learning how to be a reproducing follower of Jesus who worships, grows, and 
serves in a way that advances the kingdom. God's Eternal Kingdom: Living to Advance the 
Reign of Christ is a time for us to learn together how that’s done. 

Over these next six weeks, we’re gonna be looking at things like what the kingdom of God is so 
we understand and can define it. We’re gonna be learning about kingdom priorities because our 
whole priority system is rearranged when we realize we’re not living for the kingdom of earth, 
we’re living for the kingdom of heaven. We’re gonna learn about what it really means to be a 
kingdom ambassador living here to witness for Jesus Christ and to be his presence in the world. 
We’re gonna learn together about what it really means to be a kingdom steward knowing that 
God has everything at his disposal. It all belongs to him, and he puts it in our hands to have the 
resources to advance his kingdom. We’re gonna look at what real greatness in this kingdom is 
about because the kingdom of earth has a very different definition of what greatness is. The 
kingdom of God is the true definition, and we’re also gonna look forward as we look together to 
the great and glorious return of Jesus Christ. 

This is a life changing time together. It gives us a perspective of things that are eternal, and 
we’re looking forward together on what we’re gonna learn about being reproducing followers of 
Jesus Christ who live for his kingdom and know that through our lives that kingdom is going to 
be advanced until Jesus Christ returns so that on earth his will is done as it is in heaven. 

If you have you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to Luke 17. 
We’re gonna be starting today Week 1, “The Kingdom of God. By the way, this afternoon at 2:30 
we’re having a very special baptism. You talk about the kingdom of God advancing: six people, 
whose names are in the bulletin, will be following the Lord in baptism this afternoon at 2:30 next 
door in the building there. You’re all invited to come as we witness what God's been doing in 
their lives.  
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You know, in Luke 17 Jesus gave some perspective on the kingdom that's vital for all of us to 
see. The kingdom as God is not something we often think about or really understand. It's not 
something that you're going to see like you would an earthly kingdom. It's a very different 
perspective. Our perspective makes all the difference. I was reading about a pastor who came 
along a country road when a young farmer was there. His wagon had tipped and a whole load of 
hay had dumped in the road. The pastor came up and said to him, “Why don’t you take a break, 
man. It's hot, you're sweating. Let me spell you for a while.” 

The guys said, “My dad ain’t gonna like that.” 

He said, “No, really, you’ve been working hard and it’s hot.  Why don’t you take a break and let 
me help you get some of the wagon back up.” 

He goes, “Man, my dad would have a fit if he knew I did that.” 

The pastor said to him, “Man, your dad must be a slave driver. Why don’t you give me his name. 
I'll stop by and see this guy and tell him what I think.” 

The guy said, “You wanna see my dad? He's under the load of hay that you’re standing next to.” 

Perspective is everything. Luke 17 is a perspective moment when the Pharisees, the religious 
leaders who were to be pointing people to the reign of God and the reign of Christ, and the 
kingdom of God were standing in front of the King and they couldn't see him. Luke records it like 
this in Luke 17 verse 20: 

Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus 
replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be 
observed, 21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom 
of God is in your midst.” 

Let's pray together.  

Father, thank you for this word today. Thank you for this perspective. It is our prayer and our 
hope that we will be so transformed by this series of messages, the time in our small groups, 
the daily encounter with you in your word and in the devotionals that we will not see the world 
the same. We will not see you the same. We will not see your kingdom the same. We’ll see it 
the way you do. We’ll see it rightly, and it will be our highest joy to be engaged in seeing your 
kingdom reign advance over the earth.  

Thank you, God, for what you're about to show us today. We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.  

It is one of the greatest natural wonders you’ll ever behold: the Grand Canyon in Arizona. A few  
years ago I shared the story about how I was taking our kids there when they were really little. 
Our youngest, Kimie, was probably three or four years old at the time. You know how it is when 
you travel with little kids and you’re gonna stop and see natural wonders? I mean they want to 
go to Disneyland and, you know, they want the kids meal at McDonalds. They don’t want to be 
seeing holes in the ground, so I hyped this thing up. I don’t know how I hyped it, but I must have 
hyped it pretty good. 

When we got to the south rim of the Grand Canyon we all get out of the car. We walked to the 
edge of this massive natural wonder that God's created, and we stood there in awestruck 
silence. Our little girl, Kimie, put her hands on her hips and she said, “Okay, dad. Where is it?” I 
don’t know what she was expecting but whatever it was she didn’t see it. 
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You know, it was like that when Jesus came. The religious leaders who had been for years 
reading about the kingdom of God in the Old Testament, hearing about it from their prophets, 
anticipating its arrival; the King finally comes and they're saying to him, “Okay, Jesus, where is 
it?” 

Luke 17 records for us one of the defining moments in Jesus’ teaching on the kingdom of God. 
Luke recorded it like this in verse 20: 

Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus 
replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be 
observed, 21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom 
of God is in your midst.” 

The Jews in general, and their leaders in particular, had been living for years with an 
expectation of the arrival of the Messiah and his ushering in of the kingdom of God. But they 
were expecting a king and a kingdom the way earthly kings are. They were expecting it to be 
regal, powerful, with armies to overthrow Roman oppression and return Israel back to its place 
of prominence and self-government. Some were advocating that the kingdom of God may have 
already come and that people had missed it. It’s one of the reasons John the Baptist made such 
a stir when he was going about proclaiming to the people “Repent for the kingdom of heaven (or 
the kingdom of God) is at hand (or it's near).” 

The Pharisees, watching Jesus with his miracles, listened to people like John the Baptist were 
naturally to the point where they were asking, “When is the kingdom gonna come?” Neither they 
nor anyone else were prepared for the answer they got. It says in Luke 17 verse 21, “Some -- 

being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, 
“The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, 21 nor 
will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is in your 
midst.” 

Jesus told them, “You’re looking for something that's already here but you cannot see it. 
You're looking for castles and riches and pomp and splendor, but the kingdom of heaven 
is not like that. You're looking for a kingdom with physical boundaries and a geographic 
capital, but the kingdom of heaven is not like that. This kingdom will be established in 
the hearts of people, in the hearts of all who know and believe in me.” 

The kingdom of God is also referred to as the kingdom of heaven, the kingdom of the Father, 
the kingdom of the Son, the kingdom of the Son of Man, the kingdom of Jesus, the kingdom of 
Christ. They all refer to the same kingdom. It is the realm of the King. It is the influence of his 
reign. 

The kingdom of God in the Scriptures is a real kingdom over which Jesus the King actually 
reigns and refers generally to two spheres of meaning: the first is the Spirit of God's rule over all 
creation. God is the sovereign. He is the creator and ruler over everything that is. It doesn't exist 
except by his will. He's the eternal God whose reign over all creation is from everlasting to 
everlasting. That's what we’ve been learning about in the Psalms. You remember recently in 
Psalm 24 David wrote in verse 1: 

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, 
    the world, and all who live in it; 
2 for he founded it on the seas 
    and established it on the waters. 
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Or as he would write later in Psalm 145 verse 13: 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
    and your dominion endures through all generations. 

The Lord is trustworthy in all he promises 
    and faithful in all he does. 

God is the Sovereign Creator. He sustains it all. He holds it all together in his trustworthiness 
and faithfulness. But the kingdom of God not only refers to the sovereign reign of God over all 
creation, the kingdom of God is also the realm in which God's rule is rightly acknowledged in the 
hearts of people, their churches, and their nation. When individuals or churches or nations live 
in submission to Christ’s rule and authority, then it is said “that the kingdom of God has come 
upon you.” When the King comes to live in you, his reign is established in your life and he seeks 
to advance his reign in you and through you until his kingdom reign rules in the hearts of all 
peoples, in every church, in every community, and all the nations of the world. 

That was the focus of so many of Jesus’ kingdom parables. You remember in Matthew 13 he 
describes the kingdom like this: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, the tiniest 
of seeds, but once it gets planted it starts to grow until it becomes like a huge tree so big 
that the birds could build nests in its branches.”  

“Or,” he said, “The kingdom of God is like yeast that is worked into some dough.” The 
illustration he used in Matthew 13 was 60 lbs of flour. You take a little bit of yeast that seems 
imperceptible and you sprinkle it in that dough and you work it in, and that yeast begins to work 
in ways you can’t see until it affects every bit of that dough. The kingdom of God is like that. It 
starts out small in the reign of a single human heart, but then as that reign is established it 
begins to influence others around them. People also come to Christ and the kingdom is planted 
in them, and the kingdom begins to grow until it becomes the only kingdom left on earth.  

That King is Jesus. When he comes to reign in your life, he begins to live his life in you and 
through you to advance his reign until his influence and his life permeates everyone and 
everything. That's why Jesus told the disciples to pray the way he did in Matthew 6 verse 9: 

This, then, is how you should pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 

“Always start with a focus,” he said, “on God and his person.” But then, look at this: 
10 your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 

You see, in heaven there’s no doubt who the King is. In heaven there’s no question about 
whose will is being done. We are to pray and to be involved as people in seeing that kingdom 
reign and that will that’s done in heaven to be done on earth in the same way. In fact there was 
only one rebellion against God and his will in heaven by the archangel Lucifer. You know him by 
his other name, Satan. He led a rebellion seeking to overthrow God’s reign to become God 
himself. He sought to usurp God’s rightful place. That rebellion got him cast out of heaven along 
with all the other angels he deceived into following him. Jesus said, “He (Satan) is now the 
prince of this world” and he has fallen angels who are leading the rebellion against God’s 
reign on earth. That’s why when Christians, people who are God’s people, do not live in such a 
way to advance or exalt the King or to live by his priorities or to see his will done on earth as it is 
in heaven, then we are intentionally or ignorantly playing into the hands of the evil one whose 
primary purpose is to thwart the rule of Christ on earth.  
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Satan knows he can't win. He was defeated at the cross. The resurrection proved Christ's 
victory. The kingdom of God is here, and it will one day advance until his will is done on earth as 
it is in heaven, but it doesn't stop him from trying.  

How that kingdom reign of Christ advances is what this campaign study is all about. God's 
Eternal Kingdom: Living to Advance the Reign of Christ is intended to make us more aware of 
what the kingdom of God is and our part in seeing it spread until the kingdoms of this world are 
gone and only the reign of Christ and the kingdom of God remain. His will is then done on earth 
as it is in heaven, which is why from Luke 17 and other passages we’re gonna learn that Jesus 
is still advancing his kingdom reign in and through the lives of his people.  

How does his kingdom reign advance through us? Individually it advances in the lives of every 
believer; corporately it advances through his body the church. The kingdom of God advances in 
the life of every believer. Luke 17 verse 20: 

Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus 
replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be 
observed, 21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom 
of God is in your midst.” 

We are to live for kingdom advancement.  

I was reading a piece that Billy Graham spoke one time at a breakfast he was at; an excerpt of 
which was found in Christianity Today a number of years ago. At that breakfast, Billy Graham 
said: 

About 200 years ago there were two Scottish brothers named John and David 
Livingstone. John had set his mind on making money and becoming wealthy, and he did. 
But under his name in an old edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, John Livingstone 
is listed simply as “the brother of David Livingstone.”  

Who is David Livingstone? While John had dedicated himself to making money, David 
had a different focus for his life. He knelt and prayed, surrendering himself to Christ. He 
resolved, “I will place no value on anything I have or possess unless it is in relationship 
to the kingdom of God.”  

David Livingstone was used by God to advance his kingdom in powerful ways across 
Africa and around the world. His brother, who gave his life to the kingdoms of this earth, 
is not even remembered except in relationship to his brother whose life had eternal 
kingdom value.  

God is desiring to establish that same eternal kingdom value in and through each of us. In fact, 
God has no other plan. That's why Jesus taught that the kingdom of God begins with the reign 
of Christ in each individual life. That's why he said in Luke 17, “The kingdom of God is in your 
midst.” It could also be translated “within you.” “People won’t say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is.’ 
because it will be my reign in your life. People won’t see the kingdom, but they will 
experience the influence of it. This kingdom reign will be operational in you,” Jesus said. 
“Your priorities, your love, your service, your integrity, your witness, so that when 
people see you they will see me. They will believe the gospel, and they will ask me to live 
in them. My kingdom reign will be established in their life and then work through them to 
advance to others until my kingdom reign is over all the earth.”  

There are 320 million people roughly in the United States; 253 million of them profess to be 
Christians, meaning they’re not Muslim, they're not Buddhist, they're not Jewish, they're not 
atheist, they're not other, they are Christian: 253 million out of 320 million. So why does America 
not look like the kingdom of God? Why is his will not done in the US the way it is in heaven? 
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Because most Christians do not live fully surrendered to Jesus or his kingdom, or do they really 
know him?  

Now, out of that 253 million Christians, somewhere between 2.1 and 25 million depending on 
whose survey you read and how you define an evangelical born-again believer, there are that 
number of people who profess to really know Jesus Christ, be saved, and living for him. No 
matter what survey you read every year, Pew Research, Gallup Poll, Barna, whoever, their 
numbers come out about the same. In the polling they do across America, in evangelical, Bible-
believing churches like ours, it comes back that about 2-3% of the believers there say that 
they're actively involved in sharing their faith and leading people to Jesus: 2-3% of evangelicals. 
It doesn't take a rocket scientist to figure out why America looks like it does and why the 
influence of Christ is not more prevalent in the land.  

When Christians use their time, their talent, and their money for things other than the kingdom 
of God first, then the kingdom of God does not become a priority. So kingdom advancement 
through prayer, giving, or evangelism is not the priority of most people who call themselves 
Christians. Many times it's not a priority because people don't really have Christ living in them, 
and they're not really born again. They’re not really saved even though they think they are. 

One of the greatest fears I have as a pastor is that people will sit under this teaching for years 
and years and years; think they’re a Christian, and they’re really not. People, Christianity is not 
a lifestyle. It is a relationship with a living God who has come to live in you. This is so critical. 

In John Chapter 3, we deal more with that in the workbook this week. We meet Nicodemus who 
by all measures was a sincerely spiritual, religious, devout, godly man, as best as he 
understood it. He came to Jesus one night, and in John 3 verse 3 Jesus tells him: 

Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again. 
4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they 
cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

Nicodemus immediately thought, “It's physical birth. I don't get it. I can't start over.” 

Jesus goes on to tell him, “Look, I’m not talking about physical birth, you’ve already had 
that. That’s not the issue. You are separated from God because of your sin. You’re 
spiritually dead. God is Spirit; he needs to come alive in your life. He needs to make your 
dead spirit live. He's gonna forgive you of your sin. You're not gonna do this in your own 
efforts. You need to be born again. You need to be spiritually made alive.” John 3 verse 5: 

Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless 
they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit 
gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be 
born again.’”  

Jesus told Nicodemus, “Nicodemus, look, you think you're in God's kingdom because 
you’re spiritual and you’re sincere and you’re devout and you’re religious and all these 
things, but you're not in. You’re not in. You haven’t been born again. You're not saved. 
You haven’t believed in the King. You haven’t come to let the kingdom be born in you. 
It’s sin that is the problem. Sin is separating you from God and the kingdom. God has 
sent me,” Jesus tells him, “to solve that problem.” John 3 verse 16: 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is 
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not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they 
have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.  

People ask me fairly often, “How can a good God send anybody to hell?” 

I said, “He doesn't. We're all on our way there naturally because we are born in sin, we have 
rebelled against God in our sin, and it's sin that’s separating us from God. God doesn’t have to 
send us to hell, we’re already on our way there. God has intervened in the person of his Son so 
we won't perish. He put him on a cross. He killed him there paying for our sin, meeting the 
demands of God's law, buried him in a tomb, and three days later he rose again, and he's alive. 
He's offering hope, forgiveness, and eternal life to you. The question is not, How could God 
send anyone to hell? The question is, How could anybody on the way to hell not accept his gift 
that God is offering? That's the question. 

In Week 1, Day 3 in the notebook it says: 

You can’t get into the kingdom of God by other means. Being good won't do it because 
we can’t be good enough. Being religious won’t do it because religion can't remove your 
sin. Doing good works won't do it because you can't be saved by purely human efforts. 

As Jesus said in John 3 verse 7, “You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be 
born again.’” In order to enter the kingdom of God, you must be born into it. You must have 
your sin forgiven and your dead spirit made alive. When you believe by faith and the 
substitutionary death of Jesus on the cross; when you see him lifted up to die in your place for 
your sins; when you see him exalted as the King who died to save you; when you confess your 
sins and your need for him then he comes to live in you. Your sin is atoned for; you’re forgiven. 
Your dead spirit is now made alive in Christ. You are born again; born from above. When the 
King comes to live in your life, his kingdom has come upon you and lives in you. Now, you will 
see the kingdom of God manifested in and through your life. You'll know you're in the kingdom 
because you’ll know the King and the kingdom are in you.  

People, it's the most important issue you'll ever decide in your life. Does King Jesus live in me? 
Is his kingdom advancing through my life? Which is why next week, Lord willing, we'll be 
focusing on what it looks like to live by kingdom priorities. Not only does it advance through the 
life of each individual believer, but the kingdom of God advances through his body, the church. 
It says in Luke 17 verse 20: 

Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus 
replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be 
observed, 21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom 
of God is in your midst.” 

I was reading a piece some time ago by John Hess Yoder who was a missionary in Laos. It was 
in Leadership Magazine, and he was describing the situation he encountered. This was years 
ago. Before Laos and Vietnam were colonized, they were kingdoms. There was the King of 
Vietnam; there was the King of Laos. The problem was that on the outlying areas of both 
countries where they border there were Laotians and there were Vietnamese living in the same 
villages. The problem was they had a hard time at times -- the outsiders looking in -- they 
couldn't tell who was in the kingdom of Laos and who was in the kingdom of Vietnam. John 
Hess Yoder said: 

Once you knew what to look for it became easy. This is what we learned: Those who ate 
short grain rice, built their houses on stilts, and decorated them with Indian-style 
serpents were Laotians. On the other hand, those who ate long grain rice, built their 
houses on the ground, and decorated them with Chinese-tailed dragons were 
Vietnamese. 
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The exact location of a person's home was not what determined his or her nationality. 
Instead, each person belonged to the kingdom whose cultural values he or she 
exhibited. So it is with us. We live in the world, but as part of God's kingdom we are to 
live according to God's kingdom standards and values. 

There’s a lot of churches. There's a lot of people who say they are churches, but they're not. 
What they teach has nothing to do with Jesus Christ or they teach a Christ who isn’t even found 
in the Bible, but they call themselves churches. Atheists call their gatherings “the church.”  

So when you look out into that mass of confusion, how do you tell which churches are really 
advancing the kingdom of God? It's by how they live, by their values, and their kingdom 
priorities. People, there is one God and there is one King, and there is one kingdom, and there 
is one church. That church is made up of all believers past, present, and future who have Christ 
and the kingdom living in them in their midst. That's why the apostle Paul prayed like he did for 
the church in Ephesians 1 verse 17: 

I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you 
the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray that the 
eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he 
has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty 
strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and 
every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 
22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything 
for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 

You see, there is one church. It’s made up of all believers past, present, and future who have 
Christ living in them. They’re his body. It's called the universal church. That's the church Paul 
was referring to when he said “church” in Ephesians 1. But that universal body is manifested on 
earth, and thousands upon thousands of local congregations who meet to worship, grow, serve, 
pray, evangelize in varying sizes, different communities, different denominations, and cultural 
diversities. But all these disciple believers and all these Christ-filled congregations make up the 
true church on earth if they have Christ the King living in them and they're living for the 
advancement of that kingdom.  

The church is the visible body and presence of Jesus in the world, and he fills us and our lives 
to be his presence. That’s what Paul meant when he wrote in Ephesians 2 verse 19, you 
remember? In the Ephesians church the problem was you had a mix of the Jews and the 
Gentiles, the people that normally wouldn't get along. On the kingdoms of earth you wouldn’t 
have caught them dead in the same building. But when Paul writes and says to them, “Look, 
you’re no longer Jews and Gentiles. You’re either Christians or you’re not. God's made you into 
one. There is a new body here.” Ephesians 2 verse 19: 

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s 
people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building 
is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too 
are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

In that body, those local congregations, in that church he desires to advance his kingdom. You 
see, the kingdom is where the King is, and the King is in his true church. He's in our midst. 
That's what Jesus was talking about when he said: 

21“Nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is 
in your midst.” 
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That phrase “in your midst” not only is the idea of being in each individual believer within but 
also the idea of actually dwelling in the midst of his people who are gathered in his name. Do 
you remember it was Jesus who said, “Wherever two or more of you are gathered there, I 
am in your midst.” There is a special presence he has when his people gather together as his 
body. I represent Christ individually, but we represent him as his body corporately. That's why 
the highest priority of every church is not to stand out or be better or different from all the other 
true churches but to be given completely to knowing Christ and making him known to be his 
very presence in the world. That's why any church, including our own, that ceases to fulfill our 
biblical mandate to be the very presence of Jesus in the world, faithfully proclaiming his whole 
counsel of his word, calling all sinners to repentance with the gospel, seeking to live a holy life 
pleasing to God, to love one another, worship God in spirit and truth, proclaim his glory among 
the nations, and to live as salt and light to influence the full culture for Christ, churches that 
cease to do this forfeit the right to be called the church of Jesus Christ. It might be the church of 
something else, but it isn’t the church of Jesus Christ. Paul reminded the Ephesians, “The 
church is his body, a people surrendered to Christ through whom he's bringing his presence to 
the world.”  

I've often asked our staff, “If Golden Hills ceased to exist tomorrow as a local congregation, 
what would change? Would anybody even know we were gone? Is there any influence that we 
bring together to the community and the world because we exist together?” The answer needs 
to be “yes” or there’s no reason to keep meeting. That's why every local church needs to have a 
discipling purpose and process. A disciple is a reproducing follower of Jesus. There's no 
concept in the Scripture of a follower of Christ who wasn't seeking to see the life in him 
reproduced in somebody else. That's how the kingdom advances.  

A church is the people who glorify God and make disciples who impact the world for Christ. 
Disciples are made when they worship, grow, and serve the King and to seek to see his life 
reproduced in others who will go out and impact the nations of the world. That's why -- I don’t 
know if frustration is the right word -- when I have people say, “Oh, yeah, I’m a Christian. I just 
don't go to church.”  

I tell them, “Are you delusional? If you're a true Christian, you are the church. You're either a 
part of it strengthening and advancing the cause of Christ on earth or you are part of the 
problem. There is nothing in between.” Which is why I have so few friends.  

Jesus told the Pharisees and the religious leaders of the people, “The kingdom of God is in 
your midst. You're supposed to be pointing people to me, but you’re not doing it.” In fact, 
not only were they not living for the kingdom, but they were making people who follow them to 
be shut out from the kingdom. You remember in Matthew 23 verse 13 Jesus said to them: 

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the door 
of the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will 
you let those enter who are trying to.  
15 Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over 
land and sea to win a single convert, and when you have succeeded, you make 
them twice as much a child of hell as you are. 

People, are we making disciples for Jesus or are we making disciples for ourselves? That’s the 
question. Churches don't exist to advance the gay agenda or promote political causes or social 
issues. Christians should be vitally involved in society to transform it by Christ's presence. 
Churches don't exist just to perpetuate their own existence. Churches exist to glorify God to 
know him and to make him known and to advance his kingdom until his reign has overcome all 
the peoples of the earth. This happens when believers band together to give, to pray, to serve, 
to fellowship, to worship, to grow true kingdom priorities. When you do that, it identifies you as 
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the church. You're his kingdom. His kingdom is in you. People, we don't go to church, we are 
the church. When Christ lives in your heart and in your body, his kingdom will advance. 

Pastor Dave Parsons just finished up teaching in the books of Ephesians and Colossians. He’s 
a very good teacher, in fact, I encourage any of you, if any of our guys are teaching, especially 
on the Bible theology doctrine, if you can get in their classes you will learn. These guys, they 
can teach. At the conclusion of his class he read this little piece from a book called Lifestyle 
Evangelism by Joe Aldrich. Joe Aldrich was the former president of my alma mater, Multnomah 
University. He wrote a book called Lifestyle Evangelism which was to encourage Christians to 
see how they can impact the world around them: their friends and their family and the people 
right next door to help advance this kingdom. In the book he summarizes that whole event like 
this:  

There is a legend which recounts the return of Jesus to glory after his time on earth. 
Even in heaven he bore the marks of his earthly pilgrimage with its cruel cross and 
shameful death. The angel Gabriel approached him and said, “Master, you must've 
suffered terribly from men down there.”  

“I did,” he said. 

“And,” continue Gabriel, “do they know all about how you love them and what you did for 
them?” 

“Oh, no,” said Jesus, “not yet. Right now only a handful of people in Palestine know.” 

Gabriel was perplexed. “Then what have you done?” he asked “to let everyone know 
about your love for them?”  

Jesus said, “I've asked Peter, James, John, and a few more friends to tell other people 
about me. Those who are told will in turn tell still other people about me, and my story 
will be spread to the farthest reaches of the globe. Ultimately, all of mankind will have 
heard about my life and what I've done.”  

Gabriel frowned and looked rather skeptical. He knew well what poor stuff men were 
made of. “Yes,” he said. “But what if Peter and James and John grow weary? What if the 
people who come after them forget? What if way down in the 21st century people don't 
just tell others about you? Haven't you made any other plans?”  

Jesus answered, “I haven't made any other plans. I’m counting on them.”  

I'm a long ways from perfect and those of you who know me well would say, “Amen.” I’m a work 
in progress, believe me, but people have asked me, “Larry, why do you live the way you live? 
Why do you do what you do?”  

The answer is simple. “I love Jesus, and he's counting on me. Isn't that reason enough?” 

Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus 
replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be 
observed, 21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom 
of God is in your midst.” 

The kingdom of God will advance in the life of each believer who gives themselves to living 
kingdom first. His kingdom will advance in every church that lives to be his body, making 
disciples who will impact the world which is why Peter gave us the words that became our 
memory verse for this week from 2 Peter 1 verses 10 of 11: 
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Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and 
election. Because if you do these things, you will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a 
rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Many of you are living out that calling. I'm hoping over the next few weeks we’ll be transformed 
as a people living to advance the reign of Jesus Christ.  

Thank you, God. This is very challenging stuff. We can resist it or we can surrender to it and 
discover the life the way it was meant to be lived. Thank you that every single one of us have 
significance in this kingdom, and I'm praying that you’ll bring the kingdom of God more into 
sharp focus for each of us as we give ourselves to live out these kingdom values, advancing the 
reign of Jesus Christ. We thank you, God, for this privilege. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 


