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Living	  as	  Kingdom	  Ambassadors	  
2	  Corinthians	  5:11-‐6:2	  

	  
Video	  by	  Pastor	  Ryan	  Hsu:	  
	  
Several	  years	  ago,	  God	  gave	  me	  the	  opportunity	  to	  go	  and	  do	  some	  ministry	  in	  China.	  
I	  was	  with	  my	  college	  fellowship	  and	  we	  went	  onto	  college	  campuses,	  talking	  with	  
people	  about	  Jesus.	  	  In	  the	  weeks	  that	  we	  were	  there,	  my	  team	  would	  look	  to	  me,	  
because	  I	  look	  Chinese,	  and	  I	  speak	  Chinese.	  	  They	  would	  look	  at	  me	  and	  say,	  hey,	  
how	  do	  I	  understand	  what’s	  going	  on	  here?	  Help	  me	  to	  interpret	  what	  this	  person	  is	  
saying	  to	  me.	  	  	  	  
	  
And	  so,	  as	  we	  got	  to	  the	  end	  of	  our	  trip,	  we	  had	  an	  opportunity	  to	  go	  and	  do	  some	  
sightseeing.	  	  There	  was	  a	  place,	  the	  Temple	  of	  Heaven,	  a	  really	  famous	  landmark	  
throughout	  China,	  and	  perhaps	  throughout	  the	  world.	  	  When	  we	  got	  there,	  we	  could	  
see	  this	  huge	  place.	  	  Thousands	  upon	  thousands	  of	  people	  were	  there,	  crazy	  sights	  
and	  sounds	  all	  over	  the	  place.	  	  We	  were	  walking	  around	  and	  enjoying	  our	  time.	  	  We	  
came	  across	  this	  peddler,	  a	  guy	  trying	  to	  sell	  us	  these	  fake	  Rolexes.	  	  As	  he	  was	  
getting	  more	  and	  more	  aggressive,	  the	  group	  started	  to	  look	  to	  me	  again,	  to	  say,	  
what	  are	  we	  supposed	  to	  do?	  	  How	  are	  we	  supposed	  to	  respond	  to	  this	  guy?	  	  And	  it	  
was	  in	  that	  moment	  that	  I	  realized,	  maybe	  I	  don’t	  understand	  China	  as	  well	  as	  I	  
thought	  I	  did.	  	  I	  really	  don’t	  belong	  here.	  	  Although	  I	  look	  the	  same,	  I	  sound	  the	  same,	  
and	  I	  can	  speak	  their	  language,	  something	  about	  me	  was	  different.	  So	  at	  that	  
moment	  I	  knew	  that,	  in	  order	  to	  do	  some	  effective	  work	  and	  ministry	  in	  China,	  I	  
need	  to	  understand	  the	  people	  and	  the	  culture	  around	  me.	  	  	  	  
	  
We	  as	  Christians	  may	  sometimes	  feel	  that	  we	  don’t	  belong	  here	  in	  this	  world,	  but	  as	  
our	  culture	  tells	  us	  what	  we	  should	  believe,	  how	  we	  should	  act,	  and	  the	  things	  that	  
we	  should	  accept,	  we	  can	  sometimes	  feel	  like,	  “God,	  why	  have	  You	  put	  us	  here?”	  	  Yet,	  
Jesus	  tells	  us	  clearly,	  He	  told	  His	  disciples	  and	  the	  same	  is	  true	  for	  us	  today,	  “You’ll	  
be	  My	  witnesses	  in	  this	  world.”	  	  So	  Christ	  has	  sent	  us	  to	  be	  in	  the	  world	  to	  be	  His	  
ambassadors	  to	  this	  broken	  and	  dark	  world	  because	  He	  wants	  us	  to	  bring	  His	  truth	  
and	  His	  love	  to	  people	  around	  us.	  	  So	  every	  moment	  of	  every	  day,	  you	  and	  I	  are	  
called	  to	  represent	  Christ	  in	  everything	  we	  do.	  
	  
Message	  by	  Pastor	  Larry	  Adams:	  
	  
If	  you	  have	  your	  Bibles	  today	  I’d	  like	  you	  to	  turn	  with	  me	  if	  you	  would	  to	  2	  
Corinthians	  chapter	  5.	  	  We’re	  going	  to	  be	  continuing	  on	  in	  our	  study,	  God’s	  Eternal	  
Kingdom,	  Living	  to	  Advance	  the	  Reign	  of	  Christ.	  	  



	  
I	  want	  to	  give	  a	  very	  special	  welcome	  to	  all	  the	  folks	  today	  who	  are	  streaming	  live.	  	  
We	  welcome	  you	  back.	  	  I	  know	  you	  had	  to	  tune	  out	  for	  a	  moment	  during	  the	  choir.	  	  
We	  didn’t	  have	  the	  copyright,	  and	  we	  couldn’t	  get	  them	  for	  that	  song	  that	  was	  
played	  today,	  so	  we	  couldn’t	  show	  it.	  	  So	  we	  are	  glad	  that	  you	  hung	  in	  there	  with	  us	  
and	  that	  you’re	  back,	  wherever	  you’re	  watching	  -‐-‐	  here	  or	  in	  the	  area,	  across	  
America	  or	  around	  the	  world.	  	  So	  we’re	  just	  glad	  that	  you	  are	  with	  us	  today.	  	  	  
	  
Today	  we	  are	  continuing	  on	  in	  this	  subject,	  Living	  to	  Advance	  the	  Reign	  of	  Christ	  as	  
Christ’s	  ambassadors.	  Many	  times	  there	  is	  less	  influence	  of	  Christ	  in	  the	  world	  
because	  we	  haven’t	  understood	  the	  role	  that	  we	  play	  as	  His	  ambassadors.	  Often,	  we	  
are	  somewhat	  afraid	  of	  the	  whole	  subject	  of	  witnessing.	  	  We	  get	  this	  idea	  in	  our	  
mind	  of	  having	  to	  approach	  total	  strangers	  or	  standing	  on	  a	  street	  corner	  with	  a	  
megaphone	  or	  something.	  	  As	  we	  are	  going	  to	  see	  today,	  that	  may	  be	  what	  some	  are	  
called	  to	  do	  but	  most	  of	  us	  are	  not.	  But	  there	  is	  a	  very	  different	  role	  that	  we	  can	  play	  
in	  the	  fulfillment	  of	  our	  role	  to	  be	  an	  ambassador.	  	  	  
	  
When	  Paul	  was	  writing	  this	  to	  the	  church	  at	  Corinth,	  he	  was	  writing	  a	  letter	  in	  
defense	  of	  his	  entire	  apostleship,	  but	  he	  was	  also	  writing	  to	  a	  church	  that	  needed	  to	  
be	  reminded	  of	  why	  they	  were	  in	  the	  world;	  why	  God	  had	  them	  there	  –	  the	  same	  
reason	  you	  and	  I	  are	  in	  the	  world.	  	  This	  is	  the	  way	  Paul	  records	  it	  in	  2	  Corinthians	  5:	  
	  

2	  Corinthians	  5:11-‐6:2	  	  

11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, (to respect Him, to reverence 
Him – since we know what that is,) we try to persuade others. What we are is 
plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12 We are not trying to 
commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride 
in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in 
what is in the heart. 13 If we are “out of our mind,” as some say, it is for God; if 
we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we 
are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, 
that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for 
them and was raised again. 

16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we 
once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is 
from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry 
of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled 



to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

6 As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For he 
says, 

“In the time of my favor I heard you, 
    and in the day of salvation I helped you.” 

I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. 

Let’s pray together:  Father, there is a powerful urgency in this that You don’t want any 
of us to miss.  The truth is, sin has done a number on humanity.  It is sin that separates us 
from God.  Therefore, it is sin that kills, and will separate us from God forever, if it isn’t 
forgiven.  But at this table of communion today, we are reminded that You have made a 
way.  There is reconciliation with God through our Lord Jesus Christ and You have made 
us ambassadors of this message to a world that desperately needs to know that there is 
hope and there is eternal life.  God, may You speak to us today and help us to see our role 
as ambassadors, as we live to advance the reign of Jesus Christ.  We’ll thank you, God.  
In your precious name, Amen. 

When I was twenty years old, my dad passed away, and I decided I needed to take a job 
to help the family.  So I got a job at the Royal Typewriter Company in Hartford, 
Connecticut.  Every time I say that, some people say, what is a typewriter?  I know, we’re 
living in a different world!  A typewriter is kind of like a printer with a keyboard 
attached, with a bell.  I don’t know how else to describe it.  You’ll have to google it, or 
get a picture of it if you’ve never seen one.  It’s the way we used to communicate.  And 
in my job as a customer service representative for the company, I went around to all of 
our customers, made sure they had what they needed, and that things were going well and 
that they were happy, basically.  The company used to always remind me, “Larry, as a 
customer service rep, you are not there to represent you, you are there to represent us.  
You are the face of the company.”  Later on, when they moved me to a regional job, 
where I was hiring and training people to do that cross-country, I remember instilling in 
our guys, “Look!  When you go out there, you are not representing yourself, you are 
representing the company to our customers.”  I never used the word ‘ambassador’ with 
them, but in every sense, we were being ambassadors.  That’s why I wasn’t at all 
surprised when I became a Christian, to learn that Jesus was expecting me to do the same 
thing for Him as I had done for this company.  I am not in the world for my own interests, 
to represent myself.  I am in the world to be a representative of Him.  I am an ambassador 
for Jesus Christ.    

We are in week three of our discipleship focus, God’s Eternal Kingdom, Living to 
Advance the Reign of Christ.  Our focus this week is on living as Christ’s ambassadors.  
So in the small groups, the workbook, and here today, we are going to be focusing on 
that.   



When Paul wrote to the Corinthian church, he wrote about their role in the world, 
when he said in verse 16:   

	  
2	  Corinthians	  5:16-‐20	  	  

16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we 
once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is 
from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry 
of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled 
to God. 

The word ’ambassadors’ is the word that implies an elder statesman.  In fact, it’s the 
same root word from which we get our word for ‘elder’ or ‘bishop’ or ‘overseer’.  
The idea is that Christians are to be like elder statesmen for the kingdom of God.  Out 
in the world, representing Jesus Christ.  Ryan Hsu, our high school pastor, whom you 
saw a moment ago, in his excellent work this week in the workbook, said on page 58, 
“An ambassador does not live in a foreign country to represent himself, but in 
submission to the one in authority who sent him.  Every action, speech or decision by 
the ambassador is made on behalf of his nation.  In order to represent this nation well, 
the ambassador must have an intimate knowledge of the desires of the government 
and the people.   

As a disciple of Christ, every Christian – every Christian – is called to live as 
kingdom ambassadors in this foreign world.  Kingdom ambassadors have been given 
a task to do because of what the King has done.  We are representatives of the King 
and His kingdom, and everything that we do – we live, not for our own desires or 
purposes, but for Him and in submission to His desires and purposes.  And when 
God’s people actually live like this, the reign of Christ actually spreads, beginning in 
that world right around you, until it impacts all nations. Which is why Paul reminded 
the Corinthians:  we don’t just represent Jesus, He actually lives in us.  He continues 
His ministry of reconciling the world to God through us.  He does it as we fulfill the 
mission of being His ambassadors.  2 Corinthians 5:20: 

20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.  

Paul reminds us, the kingdom reign of Jesus advances as we live as His ambassadors. 

How do we live as His ambassadors? 



Paul said, when we share the love of Christ, and when we proclaim the message of 
Christ. 

We live as kingdom ambassadors advancing  
the reign of Christ when we share His love. 

 
Paul said, in verse 11 of Chapter 5,  

2	  Corinthians	  5:11-‐15	  	  

11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. 
What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12 We 
are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an 
opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in 
what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. 13 If we are “out of our mind,” as 
some say, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For Christ’s 
love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all 
died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 

The love of God is powerfully transforming.   

I was reading a piece in which Matt Woodly, the managing editor of 
PreachingToday.com (an on-line resource) was telling about an article he read in the 
Athens, Texas local paper.  The article was called “Atheists Flabbergasted by Christians’ 
Assistance”.  Listen to this: 

Patrick Greene of San Antonio, TX, has had a long history of disliking and 
combatting Christians.  At one point, Greene, an outspoken local atheist, 
threatened to sue Henderson County about the yearly manger display at the local 
courthouse.  (Sound familiar?)  He said, “My wife and I had never had a Christian 
do anything nice for us,” he responded in a local newspaper interview.  But all of 
that changed in March of 2012, when the 63-year-old Greene learned that he 
needed surgery for a detached retina.  Greene didn’t have money to pay for the 
surgery, and he had to give up his cab-driving job.  When Jessica Kraai, a member 
of San Springs Baptist Church, heard about Greene’s situation, and saw his need, 
she told her pastor, Eric Graham, who called Greene.  Needless to say, he was 
quite surprised.  And he responded to the pastor, “If you really want to contribute 
something, we need groceries.”  Greene thought, if anything maybe he’d get $50, 
maybe $100.  But a few days later, the church sent a check for $400 and checks 
kept coming from people who were concerned for this man. The flabbergasted 
Greene said, “I thought I was in the twilight zone! These people are acting like 
what the Bible says a Christian does!”  To make a long story short, Mr. Greene, 
though not yet a Christian to my knowledge, is no longer fighting the nativity 



display.  In fact, he donated a star for the top of it. When he donated it, he told the 
people, though, “You’re going to have to figure out how to plug it in yourself.” 

You know, when I read this article I thought, do atheists really change?  When people 
impact their lives in such a way that they see Christ, and people who would have opposed 
the very presence of a nativity scene, now actually change to the point that they support 
it?  Does that really happen?   

Russell Wilson, the quarterback for the Seattle Seahawks is, by those close to him (a 
couple of whom I know) the real thing.  He lives it. This week, my son was telling me 
about a situation where an atheist who has been following Russell Wilson’s words and 
his actions, made the comment this week, that Russell Wilson is a man whose testimony 
matches his deeds and may be one who really believes there is a God.  You see, one of 
the reasons that atheists are the way they are (there are a number of reasons) but one of 
the reasons, is that many will say that they have never really seen someone who lives as 
though they believe what they are preaching.  And when they encounter someone who 
really lives as though they believe what they are preaching, it impacts them.   

Paul said in Romans 5:6-8 : 

6	  You	  see,	  at	  just	  the	  right	  time,	  when	  we	  were	  still	  powerless,	  Christ	  died	  for	  
the	  ungodly.	  7	  Very	  rarely	  will	  anyone	  die	  for	  a	  righteous	  person,	  though	  for	  a	  
good	  person	  someone	  might	  possibly	  dare	  to	  die.	  8	  But	  God	  demonstrates	  his	  
own	  love	  for	  us	  in	  this:	  While	  we	  were	  still	  sinners,	  Christ	  died	  for	  us.	  

	  
God	  demonstrates	  His	  love	  for	  us,	  Paul	  said.	  	  	  And	  it	  was	  the	  reality	  of	  that	  love	  that	  
changed	  Paul	  and	  compelled	  him	  to	  be	  an	  ambassador	  of	  that	  love	  to	  others.	  	  That’s	  
what	  he	  was	  talking	  about	  in	  verse	  (2	  Cor	  5:13)	  when	  he	  said,	  13	  If	  we	  are	  “out	  of	  our	  
mind,”	  as	  some	  say	  	  -‐	  if	  you	  love	  like	  this	  and	  live	  like	  this,	  even	  toward	  your	  enemy,	  
even	  toward	  other	  sinners,	  people	  are	  going	  to	  say	  you	  are	  crazy!	  	  	  
	  

13	  If	  we	  are	  “out	  of	  our	  mind,”	  as	  some	  say	  	  it	  is	  for	  God;	  if	  we	  are	  in	  our	  right	  
mind,	  it	  is	  for	  you.	  14	  For	  Christ’s	  love	  compels	  us,	  because	  we	  are	  convinced	  
that	  one	  died	  for	  all,	  and	  therefore	  all	  died.	  15	  And	  he	  died	  for	  all,	  that	  those	  
who	  live	  should	  no	  longer	  live	  for	  themselves	  but	  for	  him	  who	  died	  for	  them	  
and	  was	  raised	  again.	  
	  

That	  word,	  ‘compel’	  is	  the	  word	  ‘to	  hold	  together’;	  to	  be	  secure;	  to	  hold	  fast.	  Paul	  
was	  saying	  that	  the	  love	  of	  Christ	  displayed	  and	  demonstrated	  in	  the	  sacrifice	  of	  
Jesus	  on	  the	  cross,	  the	  love	  in	  that	  had	  so	  taken	  hold	  of	  him,	  that	  he	  was	  now	  
compelled	  to	  share	  that	  love	  with	  others	  who	  needed	  to	  know	  it.	  	  Which	  begs	  the	  
question,	  has	  that	  love	  at	  the	  cross	  so	  taken	  hold	  of	  me,	  that	  I	  am	  compelled	  to	  tell	  
other	  people	  about	  Jesus?	  	  Has	  the	  love	  of	  the	  cross	  so	  taken	  hold	  of	  you,	  that	  you	  
are	  compelled	  –	  driven	  –	  to	  share	  this	  good	  news	  with	  people	  because	  you	  cannot	  
keep	  it	  in?	  	  	  
	  



He	  died,	  Paul	  said,	  so	  that	  we	  could	  live.	  Not	  for	  ourselves,	  but	  live	  for	  Him.	  	  Verse	  
15:	  	  15	  And	  he	  died	  for	  all,	  that	  those	  who	  live	  should	  no	  longer	  live	  for	  themselves	  
but	  for	  him	  who	  died	  for	  them	  and	  was	  raised	  again.	  
	  
People,	  this	  love	  that	  he	  is	  talking	  about	  is	  not	  some	  sentimental	  mush	  where	  we	  
suddenly	  have	  to	  be	  nice	  to	  everybody.	  	  There	  is	  evil	  in	  the	  world!	  	  People	  hate	  us!	  	  
There’s	  people	  that	  hate	  me!	  	  It’s	  not	  what	  they	  do	  to	  me	  that	  matters.	  	  It’s	  how	  I	  
respond	  to	  them	  that	  matters.	  	  I	  don’t	  always	  feel	  like	  doing	  this,	  but	  I	  can	  tell	  you,	  
when	  you	  choose	  to	  do	  it,	  God’s	  love	  shines	  through	  –	  and	  it’s	  pretty	  powerful.	  	  	  
	  
So,	  this	  love	  is	  meeting	  real	  needs.	  	  But	  this	  love	  is	  also	  confronting	  real	  sin.	  	  It	  is	  
being	  unashamed	  to	  speak	  the	  truth	  in	  love	  as	  we	  do	  God’s	  work	  that	  He	  has	  called	  
us	  to	  do.	  	  It	  is	  playing	  the	  music	  of	  the	  gospel,	  the	  nice	  things,	  the	  good	  things	  that	  
we	  do,	  to	  show	  it.	  	  But	  it	  is	  also	  sharing	  the	  words.	  	  	  
	  
Joe	  Aldridge,	  the	  President	  of	  Multnomah	  University	  when	  I	  was	  there	  (he	  has	  now	  
gone	  home	  to	  be	  with	  the	  Lord),	  	  wrote	  a	  book	  35	  or	  40	  years	  ago	  called	  Lifestyle	  
Evangelism.	  	  It	  was	  really	  about	  how	  Christians	  can	  use	  the	  everyday	  opportunities	  
that	  God	  brings	  to	  them,	  to	  be	  an	  ambassador	  for	  Jesus	  Christ.	  Joe	  Aldridge	  
championed	  this	  in	  the	  way	  he	  lived.	  	  He	  always	  used	  to	  tell	  us,	  guys,	  remember:	  	  
You	  do	  the	  good	  things.	  You	  play	  the	  music	  of	  the	  gospel,	  in	  order	  to	  share	  the	  words	  
of	  the	  gospel.	  	  Because	  you	  see,	  Joe	  understood	  that	  if	  you	  just	  do	  the	  nice	  things,	  
and	  love	  people,	  without	  sharing	  the	  words,	  or	  if	  you	  just	  share	  the	  words	  without	  
loving	  people,	  you’ve	  got	  an	  incomplete	  presentation	  of	  the	  gospel.	  
	  
I	  was	  reading	  a	  piece	  by	  Andrew	  Wilson,	  he	  has	  an	  on-‐line	  blog	  called	  Think	  
Theology	  .	  	  He	  had	  a	  piece	  he	  wrote	  called	  The	  Parable	  of	  the	  Lawn	  Mower.	  	  He	  said:	  
	  

We	  all	  know	  that	  words	  without	  deeds	  are	  dead,	  and	  deeds	  without	  words	  
are	  dead,	  so	  consider	  this:	  	  Let’s	  say	  I	  have	  a	  neighbor	  and	  I	  want	  to	  preach	  
Christ	  to	  him	  by	  using	  my	  deeds.	  	  I	  greet	  him	  over	  the	  garden	  fence,	  I	  invite	  
him	  and	  his	  wife	  around	  to	  dinner	  where	  I	  show	  them	  the	  best	  hospitality	  of	  
which	  I	  am	  capable.	  	  I	  explain	  that	  I	  am	  a	  Christian,	  but	  I	  make	  no	  attempt	  to	  
shove	  the	  gospel	  down	  his	  throat.	  	  Noticing	  that	  his	  lawn	  could	  use	  a	  little	  bit	  
of	  work,	  I	  offer	  my	  lawn	  mower,	  which	  he	  accepts.	  	  And	  eventually,	  through	  
repeated	  use,	  he	  breaks	  it.	  	  I	  don’t	  complain.	  	  I	  don’t	  ask	  him	  to	  replace	  it.	  	  I	  
replace	  it	  myself.	  	  I	  continue	  to	  allow	  him	  to	  use	  it	  whenever	  he	  needs	  it.	  	  I	  
help	  wherever	  I	  can.	  	  In	  all	  things,	  I	  seek	  to	  display	  unconditional	  kindness	  
towards	  him,	  and	  I	  love	  him	  as	  I	  love	  myself.	  	  Eventually,	  he	  dies.	  	  Now.	  	  What	  
have	  my	  actions	  preached	  to	  him?	  	  They	  preached	  that	  Christians	  are	  people	  
who	  do	  good	  things	  for	  their	  neighbors.	  	  They	  preached	  that	  niceness	  and	  
kindness	  and	  morally	  upright	  behavior	  are	  what	  make	  you	  a	  Christian.	  	  In	  
short,	  they	  have	  preached	  justification	  by	  works.	  	  Your	  works	  have	  indeed	  
preached	  something!	  	  But	  it	  isn’t	  the	  entirety	  of	  the	  gospel.	  

	  



You	  see,	  if	  we	  just	  share	  the	  words,	  without	  the	  deeds,	  we	  sometimes	  cause	  damage.	  	  
If	  we	  just	  do	  the	  acts	  without	  the	  words,	  we	  leave	  people	  thinking	  that	  a	  good	  life	  is	  
all	  we	  need	  to	  get	  to	  heaven.	  	  But	  when	  you	  love	  people	  the	  way	  Jesus	  did,	  and	  you	  
tell	  them	  the	  truth	  about	  their	  sin,	  then	  God	  can	  penetrate	  their	  world.	  	  He	  can	  help	  
them	  to	  see	  the	  love	  of	  God	  at	  the	  cross.	  
	  	  	  
You	  see,	  the	  truth	  is,	  people	  are	  going	  to	  Hell	  because	  of	  their	  sin.	  	  We	  don’t	  like	  to	  
hear	  that	  today,	  but	  it’s	  the	  truth.	  	  In	  fact,	  whether	  we	  believe	  it	  or	  not,	  in	  this	  life,	  
you’re	  going	  to	  find	  out	  someday	  that	  it	  is	  true.	  	  All	  of	  us	  have	  sinned	  and	  fall	  short	  
of	  His	  glory.	  	  All	  of	  us.	  	  It	  is	  sin	  that	  separates	  us	  from	  God.	  	  If	  we	  die	  with	  that	  sin	  
still	  in	  our	  lives,	  it	  will	  separate	  us	  from	  God	  forever.	  	  If	  we	  love	  people,	  the	  love	  of	  
God	  at	  the	  cross,	  that	  saved	  us	  from	  our	  sin,	  cannot	  be	  contained.	  	  Paul	  said	  that	  love	  
will	  compel	  you	  to	  live	  differently.	  	  Not	  for	  yourselves,	  he	  said,	  but	  for	  Him	  who	  died	  
and	  was	  raised	  again.	  	  That	  love	  compels	  us	  to	  be	  ambassadors	  for	  Jesus	  Christ.	  	  	  
	  
And	  not	  only	  when	  we	  share	  Christ’s	  love,	  but	  we	  live	  as	  ambassadors,	  advancing	  
the	  reign	  of	  Christ	  when	  we	  proclaim	  His	  message.	  
	  

We live as kingdom ambassadors advancing  
the reign of Christ when we proclaim His message. 

	  
Paul	  said	  in	  2	  Corinthians	  5:16-‐6:2	  	  

16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we 
once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is 
from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry 
of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled 
to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

6 As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For he 
says,  “In the time of my favor I heard you, 
    and in the day of salvation I helped you.” 

I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. 

There is an urgency in this.  It can scarcely be communicated.  An urgency that even 
condemned people can hear and understand.   



Tony Compolo, former professor at the University of Pennsylvania, noted Christian, 
speaks all over the world, very controversial in the way he lives, but boy, he shares Christ 
with people in places you and I wouldn’t even be comfortable getting near. He wrote in  
his book, Let Me Tell You a Story, this story.  Listen to this: 

 On July 4, 1854, Charlie Peace, a well-known criminal in London, was 
hung.  The Anglican church, which had a ceremony for everything, even had a 
ceremony for hanging people.  So, when Charlie Peace was marched to the 
gallows, a priest read these words from their prayer book:  “Those who die 
without Christ, experience Hell, which is the pain of forever dying without the 
release, which death itself can bring.”   

When these chilling words were read, Charlie Peace, on his way to the gallows, 
stops in his tracks, turns, confronts the priest, and shouts in his face, “Do you 
believe that?!  Do you believe that?!” 

The priest, taken aback by this verbal assault, stammered and stuttered a response, 
eventually saying, “I – I – I suppose I do.” 

Charlie Peace said, “Well, I don’t.  But if I did, I’d get down on my hands and 
knees and crawl all over Great Britain, even if it were paved with pieces of broken 
glass, if I thought I could reach one person, to save them from what you just told 
me.”   

A condemned man understood -- if you believe what you just said, you can’t stand there 
and do nothing!  Even a condemned man understood that.  Do you believe that?  Do you 
really believe that your neighbors, your work associates, your family members, the 
people around you – are on their way to a Christless Hell because of their sin?  They need 
to be reconciled with God and Jesus Christ.  His cross, His burial, His resurrection, is 
their only hope. Do you believe that?   

Paul said that Christ’s ambassadors believe that. In fact, they have been entrusted with 
the heart of their mission, to be the proclamation of that to all the nations of the world. 
That’s why Paul was proclaiming it to the Corinthians, and why he is calling us to do the 
same.  He said in verse 16: 

2	  Corinthians	  5:16-‐18	  	  

16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we 
once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! (I’ll tell 
you, those are great words when you’ve lived a life as sinful as mine.  The old is 
gone, the new is here!) 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 



Paul said, so from now on, we regard no one from a worldly point of view.  We used to.  
We even saw Jesus this way, but we don’t anymore.  Paul saw people as Jews or 
Gentiles! Paul saw people as law-keepers or law-breakers!  Paul saw people as part of 
Israel, or something else.  That’s the way he saw the world.  If you were a Jew, great.  If 
you weren’t – later, for you!  That’s the way he used to look.  Paul said, we don’t look 
that way any more.  We don’t see people as male or female.  We don’t see people as 
slave or free.  We don’t see people as black or white or Asian, or Latino.  We don’t see 
by any of those distinctions anymore.  The only way we see people is this:  they are either 
reconciled to God and on their way to Heaven through Jesus Christ, or they are not, and 
need to be.  There’s no other category. (applause)  Satan is the one who gets us to focus 
on all this distinction.  Diversity is wonderful.  You know how I know that?  God made 
it!  God doesn’t care if you are black, white, brown, orange, green, or blue!  He doesn’t 
care! He doesn’t care about your ethnic background, He put you where you are.  You 
have the history you have because God gave it to you.  What God wants us to see in 
people is, are you saved and reconciled to God or are you not? That’s the key. If you are, 
you are my brother or sister.  If you’re not, you are outside the family of God.  You are 
on your way to Hell because you need to be reconciled to God.   

That’s why it says in verse 17: 

2	  Corinthians	  5:17-‐20	  	  

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, 
the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the 
world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has 
committed to us the message of reconciliation.  (our memory verse)20 We are 
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through 
us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 

He has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  The word ‘reconciliation’ means 
to change, or exchange.  In the relational context, as a person and God, it means to move 
from an enemy to a friend.  Be reconciled to God.  God doesn’t need to be reconciled to 
us.  We need to be reconciled to God.  God hasn’t committed any offense against us.  We 
have offended God by our sin.  God has not sinned against us, but we have all sinned 
against Him and fallen short of His glory.  We need to be reconciled with God so God 
made the way for that to happen, by putting Jesus on the cross.  Mankind’s greatest need 
is to be reconciled to God.  You and I have been entrusted as His ambassadors, with the 
message of reconciliation.   

Verse 21:  “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.” 

Paul put it in Chapter 6, verse 1: “We are God’s co-workers.”  How about that!? 



Ryan Hsu put it in the workbook like this, this week:   

 As a kingdom ambassador, each Christian must be prepared in season and 
out of season, to share the message of the gospel.  But how do we do that (he 
asks)?  Is every Christian expected to stand on a street corner and yell at the top of 
their lungs that Jesus died and rose again, so that we might have life?  That may 
be the case and calling for some, but the more likely scenario is to simply live life 
in relationship with the people around you, and boldly speak about Christ and His 
work on the cross.  

“Those people around you” – there’s a word Jesus used to describe that.  It’s called your 
“oikos”.  Your household. The people who you come in contact with everyday.  God 
wants us, as His ambassadors, to impact those closest to us with the message of 
reconciliation.   

In the workbook, we get into this a lot more in Mark Chapter 5. This week, on Day 5, you 
remember the story of Jesus going to the Gerasene area of Palestine, on the Southeast 
shore of the Sea of Galilee.  It was a Gentile area, across the Jordan River.  Ten cities out 
there, Gentile cities.  And it was a known demonic stronghold.  In fact, there were a 
couple of guys there who had become quite famous, known as the Gerasene Demoniacs. 
When Jesus shows up, these men are filled with demonic spirits, and out of control.  
Living in the tombs and the hills, terrorizing people and unable to be controlled by 
anything.  Satanic power working through them.  Jesus comes to the region and 
immediately one of these men comes right up to Jesus.   

“We know who you are!  You’re the Holy One of God!”   

(“Ha ha – of course you know who I am, I’m the King of Kings.”) 

And they begged Him – “don’t let us be thrown into Hell!  Send us instead into those pigs 
over there.” Demons are always looking for a place to reside.  They’ll go to Hell soon 
enough.   

So Jesus said, “Go ahead.  You’re name is Legion.  There are many of you.  Go.” 

So the demons leave the man, they go into the herd of pigs.  They run down the bank and 
they are drowned in the sea. (It says in the workbook this week, that’s where the term 
‘deviled ham’ came from  (laughter).  I’m stealing the thunder out of the workbook!)  

So the man is delivered.  He comes to believe in Jesus.  Jesus has healed him.  And now, 
he wants to go with Jesus and follow Him in the boat.  But Jesus tells him, “No!”  You 
read that and you go, “What?  No?  You can’t come with Me in the boat?”  



Mark	  5:18-‐20	  	  

18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed 
begged to go with him. 19 Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your own 
people and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had 
mercy on you.” 20 So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how 
much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed. 

Jesus said, “You want to follow Me?  Good.  But you’re not going to get into the boat.  
You’re going to go home to your oikos.  You’re going to home to the people who have 
known you as a demoniac. You’re going to go home to those people who need to know 
about Me. Gentiles whom the Jews can’t reach, you can.  You go back to those people.  
You tell them what the Lord has done for you.  They will be amazed, and you can tell 
them about Me.  I’m sending you to your oikos.   

It’s the most effective evangelistic strategy Jesus ever implemented.  In the Bible, time 
after time after time, when you find people who are saved, they go back to tell those 
closest to them what God has done for them. It’s that simple.  You don’t have to be a 
Bible scholar.  You don’t have to be able to answer every objection.  What you have to 
do is care enough and love enough, to see yourself as an ambassador, and to realize, God 
stuck me where I am with these people, to tell them what the Lord has done for me. 

On Day 5 in the workbook this week, it says an oikos is an extended family of 
connections.  It could be a wife, a husband, a son or daughter, or other blood relation.  It 
could be a neighbor, a friend, or the guy at work.  Your oikos might include the kid you 
always see at the grocery store, the person who delivers your mail every day, or that 
waitress who brings you your coffee at your favorite restaurant.   

Tom Mercer, whom I got a chance to spend some time with in September, is the pastor of 
the 12,000-member High Desert Church in Victorville, CA.  He wrote a book called 
Eight to Fifteen outlining for people that the way God set things up, almost every one of 
us have eight to fifteen people we come in contact with on a regular basis, who don’t 
know the Lord, who are on their way to Hell and need to be reconciled to God.  They are 
in our oikos already. We may not even know their names, but they are there. We just 
need to pay attention. He said God has strategically put them into our lives, to love on, to 
pray for, and to share with and to invite to church, and to tell them how much God has 
done for them.  In their global involvement, they have discovered that about 95% of the 
people they see coming to Christ (and they are coming by the hundreds every year 
through this church) -- 95% of them are coming through oikos relationships.  In fact, let 
me ask you this, by a show of hands, how many of you besides me, came to Jesus Christ 
because someone you met took the time to tell you who Jesus was, and to share with you 
the gospel? How many of you have been saved by somebody speaking into your life, 
witnessing to you, testifying to you, helping you, showing you, inviting you to church?  
See – most of the people! Most of us! That’ s how I was saved. I was saved by the grace 
of God, through some black guys who didn’t see me as a white guy.  They saw me as a 



man who wasn’t reconciled to God.  What do you see when you look out into your oikos?  
What do you see? 

This week on page 75 in the workbook, we have a tool for you to use. It’s called the 
oikos chart.  Who makes up your eight to fifteen? Relatives? Friends? Neighbors? Work 
associates? Classmates? Others? If you take this – not just this week in the campaign – if 
you want to be different, you take that thing, and you pray and ask God for the names of 
people. You might not even know their names. Maybe it’s the lady who delivers your 
mail, or that guy at the grocery store who always helps me with my groceries. Or the guy 
at work across the aisle. Or the new guy that just moved in.  I don’t know who they are, 
but I’m going to start praying for them. In fact, if you put their name on that list, and you 
start praying for them every day (not just during this campaign),  I hope this becomes a 
lifestyle for you. Keep adding to that list and praying for the people that God brings in 
contact with you. Pray for them to be open to their need, asking God to give you 
opportunity to tell them what Jesus has done for you, and inviting them to church where 
they might hear more of the gospel and be plugged in and exposed to other believers.  
You do that like the Gerasene demoniac did, and you’ll be amazed at what God will do.   
In fact, one of your most effective prayers each morning can be this: 

“Lord, give me one person today that I can tell about reconciliation with You, that I can 
tell what You have done for me.”  

Ambassadors proclaim the message of what Jesus has done. That’s why we have 
communion. Jesus knew from time to time we’d need to remember what He has done.  
That He died for us so that we could live. Not for ourselves, but for Him who died for us 
and was raised again. That we could come here and have a renewal of this covenant in 
His blood. We were lost, but He saved us. And He has given to us the message of 
reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God was making His 
appeal through us.   

This is a time for us to remember what Jesus has done, and to remind us of the message 
which we have been asked to proclaim, generated by a love too good to keep to 
ourselves. When God’s people actually do what we have been describing today, God’s 
eternal kingdom is built. And the reign of Jesus Christ advances to impact the world, 
beginning with your world. 

Father, thank You.  This is powerful stuff.  In reality, it is so easy, because we don’t have 
to do it.  It’s You doing it in us.  It’s telling the story of what You did on the cross - what 
You’ve done for us, when we believed it.  I’m asking, God, that we will fill up oikos list 
after oikos list of people we love, people we pray for, people we’re going to share with, 
people we are going to invite to church.  If You give us the days, God, one year from 
now, we would stand here on a Sunday morning in awe of how You have used us to 
advance the kingdom because we were willing to be Your ambassadors. 



This bread is Your body, this cup is Your blood.  It was given for us, You said, and every 
time we eat it , we are to remember You.  Thank You, for this reminder today, we pray in 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

	  


