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Matthew 25:14-30 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

God’s Eternal Kingdom - 
Week 4: Living as Kingdom Stewards 

 
Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning 
into this week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I 
hope it will be a great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to 
strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement 
for your weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church 
in your community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and 
teachers who can speak into your lives. We also realize that around the world there are places 
where there is no local church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great 
encouragement to you and anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and 
to share with in this message. Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it 
will be a great blessing in your life. 

 

Jesus told his disciples about a man who entrusted his three servants with different amounts of 
money. He gave him instructions regarding his expectations and then went away on a trip. After 
returning, he commended the first two servants for wisely investing his money. However, he told 
the third servant he was wicked and lazy for failing to do anything with what was given to him. 
The servants weren’t just expected to guard their master’s money; they were expected to use it 
and multiply it for him.  

We have been entrusted with a significant responsibility of managing God's property and gifts. 
Our Master has entrusted us with many wonderful gifts. We often categorize them as time, 
talents, and treasure. These gifts are not primarily given to us for our own enjoyment. They are  
to be used to further his kingdom. We aren’t just to guard what the Master has given to use, we 
are to use them and multiply them for him. We’re not simply the Lord’s servants, we’re his 
personal property managers. The Lord knows exactly what we’re capable of doing by what he 
has placed in our hands. Most of you know that you are God’s stewards, but you may not fully 
realize the significance of that responsibility. Living as kingdom stewards may broaden your 
perspective on kingdom stewardship.  

If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to Matthew 25, the 
kingdom parable of the talents, or the bags of gold. We’re continuing on in our series “God's 
Eternal Kingdom: Living to Advance the Reign of Christ.” This whole idea of being a kingdom 
manager steward that Pastor Rich was talking about is more important than any of us realize. 
There's a lot to it. Jesus gave these parables on the Mount of Olives to be able to help people to 
understand what it was like to really live in the kingdom. He taught these things to the disciples. 
The disciples taught it to others. They wrote it down under the power of the Holy Spirit, and that 
has been passed on to us. These are the words that Jesus wants us to know about living in his 
kingdom. Today we’re focusing on living as a kingdom steward as being wise in the handling of 
everything we have.  

I was reading about this guy who was on his way for a business trip to Europe. He drove his 
Rolls-Royce to a downtown New York City bank, went in to ask for an immediate loan of $5,000. 
The loan officer said, “Well, we need collateral.” 
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He said, “Well, I’m gonna give you my keys and my Rolls-Royce. That'll be my collateral.” 

So the loan officer promptly processed the paperwork, gave the guy the $5,000 bucks, took the 
keys, drove the Rolls-Royce down under the bank parking down below, and he put it away for 
safekeeping. Two weeks later, the man walked thru the bank’s doors, asked to settle up his loan 
and get his car back. The loan manager said, “Well, it's $5,000 plus two weeks of interest, 
$15.40.” The man sat down, pulled out his checkbook, wrote out a check for the amount, 
handed it to the bank manager.  

As he was about to go out the door, the loan officer said, “Well, wait, sir. While you were gone I 
had to check this out. You're a multi-millionaire. You drove a Rolls-Royce in here, so I have to 
ask you why were you in such a hurry to borrow $5,000?” 

The man said to him, “Can you name me anywhere else where I can park a Rolls-Royce safely 
for two weeks in Manhattan for $15.40?”  

That’s being shrewd, boy. That’s managing well what you got let me tell you. Well, this whole 
passage in Matthew 25 is about managing well what God has put in our hands. Jesus was 
giving this series of messages on the kingdom, as I mentioned, to help all of us to understand 
what kingdom living was all about. Here's the way he put it verse 14. Talking about heaven or 
the kingdom of God he said: 

“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 
entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two 
bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his 
journey. 16 The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his 
money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two bags of 
gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a 
hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 
19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts 
with them. 20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. 
‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five 
more.’ 
21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share 
your master’s happiness!’ 
22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me 
with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 
23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share 
your master’s happiness!’ 
24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I 
knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering 
where you have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your 
gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ 
26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where 
I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you 
should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I 
would have received it back with interest. 
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28 “‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For 
whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does 
not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 30 And throw that worthless 
servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’” 

Let’s pray together. 

Father, these kingdom parables were never given to scare us. They were given to encourage us 
to help us to see what's at stake in kingdom living and that we would live our lives here while we 
await your return fully invested in this kingdom work so that when you come we would not shrink 
away at your coming. There would be no regrets. We would be able to welcome you. Our 
Master has come home. 

This parable of the talents, of the bags of gold, is a powerful message for us who are living in 
these days to never lose sight of the kingdom and to realize that we are stewards of God's 
resources as we invest these things advancing the reign of Jesus Christ. Thank you, God, for 
what you'll show us today. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Greg Laurie, a few years ago in Decision Magazine had an article called “A Time to Worship.” In 
it he was telling about a woman he had read about who had finished shopping and returned to 
her car. She found four men inside the car. She dropped her shopping bags, drew a handgun 
out of her purse, and screamed, “I have a gun and I know how to use it. Get out of the car.” 
Those men did not wait for a second invitation. They got out and ran like crazy. The woman, 
somewhat shaken, loaded her shopping bags and then got into the car, but no matter how she 
tried she could not get her key into the ignition. Then it dawned on her, her identical-looking car 
was parked four spaces away.  

She loaded her grocery bags into her own car and drove to the police station to turn herself in. 
The desk sergeant to whom she told the story nearly fell off his chair laughing as he pointed to 
the other end of the counter where four men were reporting a carjacking by an old woman with 
thick glasses, curly white hair, less than 5 feet tall, and carrying a huge handgun. It said no 
charges were filed. 

You know, when you think something belongs to you and it doesn't, it can create a mess not just 
for you but for a lot of others. It's important to know who owns things. You and I at times can 
think that our lives and the stuff we have belongs to us. It doesn't. It belongs to someone else 
entirely, and that someone else is God. God is the owner of everything. We have nothing when 
we come into the world; we have nothing when we leave. That's because when you come, God 
gives us what he wants us to have, and when we leave we leave it here because it doesn't 
belong to us. It belongs to him. 

As Pastor Rich said this week in the devotional, “You can't take it with you, but you can send it 
on ahead.” Everything God gives: his grace, his time, his talent, his treasure, is given for him to 
use in our lives and in the advancement of his kingdom. How we use God's gifts is what matters 
here and for eternity. That's what the parable of the talents, or the parable of the bags of gold, is 
all about. 

In this parable, Jesus is teaching the importance of being a kingdom steward, a kingdom 
resource manager for God. That's why he said in verse 14: 

“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 
entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two 
bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his 
journey.” 
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You see, Jesus had been teaching on the Mount of Olives in what’s called the Olivet Discourse. 
He's been teaching about kingdom principles. What does life in the kingdom look like? How do 
we live it? What's at stake, and what should our priorities be? It’s what we’ve been learning 
about in this entire discipling campaign. He begins, in Matthew 25, at that time what the 
kingdom of heaven will be like. He starts with the story of ten virgins: ten virgin girls waiting for 
the arrival of a groom who shows up at an unexpected hour. Five are ready; five are not. He 
uses that story to teach what? When we’re living in these days, be living in the light of the Lord's 
return. Be living ready. Prove that you’re his. Be living ready for his return. 

Then he closes out Matthew 25 with the parable of the sheep and the goats. “The King is 
gonna gather all the nations before him, all those who really belong to him as 
demonstrated by their kingdom involvement, their kingdom praying, their kingdom 
giving, their kingdom serving, and their kingdom involvement in helping others are his 
sheep who are of his fold, of his flock. They are gonna live with him forever. But those 
who don’t belong to him, as evidenced by the lack of their kingdom involvement, are the 
goats who at the end are gonna be separated out to be shown for what they were.” In 
Matthew 25 verse 46, “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to 
eternal life.” 

Right in the middle of the ten virgins “Be ready” and the sheep and the goats “Be the real deal 
and ready for his return. Be engaged with him” is this parable of the talents, or the bags of gold. 
The talent, or the bag of gold, is not a coin. It's a unit of measure. It's why the NIV translators 
used “a bag of gold.” It's a good picture. A talent had an equivalent of 75 pounds, so you can 
imagine 75 pounds of money would be of healthy value. 

A talent was in Jesus’ day worth about 20 years of a working man's wages. For this crowd of 
primarily poor people, that would've been a staggering number for them to even to comprehend. 
So what he's telling them is God has given each of us a staggering amount of resources, most 
of which we don't even realize. Twenty years of a working man's wages would be equivalent 
today -- let's say you earn $50,000 a year. Twenty years worth of wages would be $1 million 
dollars. So, in the vernacular of the day, Jesus gave $1 million to one man, $2 million to the 
next, and $5 million to another. The point is he’s given us all a lot of resource. What are we 
doing with it? Pastor Rich in the great devotionals this week said: 

“God has also given us a lot more than money. He’s given us the indwelling presence of 
the Holy Spirit, personalize spiritual gifts, talents and abilities, material possessions, 
financial resources, a measure of his grace, opportunities especially suited and prepared 
for us, and enough time to do the things he planned for us to accomplish. These are 
some of the most significant gifts our heavenly Father has bestowed upon us.”  

The question is, How are we doing in our management of these things for God? Kingdom 
resource managers are stewards in the kingdom of God which is why Jesus taught that God has 
called us to advance the reign of Christ by living as kingdom stewards. 

What does God want us to remember as we live out this stewardship? Well, there’s a number of 
points here, but I want to highlight two of them today. One is this: God owns everything, and he 
gives us only what he believes we can handle or what we can manage. God owns everything 
and will one day asked for an accounting of how we've done. Kingdom stewards remember that 
God owns everything and gives them only what they can manage. Jesus said in Matthew 25 
verse 14: 

“Again, it (the kingdom of heaven) will be like a man going on a journey, who called 
his servants and entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, 
to another two bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then 
he went on his journey. 16 The man who had received five bags of gold went at 
once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one 
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with two bags of gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had received one bag 
went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 

You've probably seen it on television. You’ve probably received a notice of it in your mailbox at 
one time or another in your life. You go there innocently. You open the mailbox. You pull it out 
and there it is, an envelope that says you are a finalist in a ten million dollar sweepstakes. A 
finalist! I don’t even remember entering and I’m a finalist. You can almost see the prize team 
showing up with the balloons and the cameras and microphones and a huge awards check. 
You’re spending the money already. You’re a finalist. All you have to do is peel off the right 
stickers, stick it in the right place, and send it back. You didn’t have to buy anything. You’re a 
finalist. 

I used to do it all time. I’d take those things out. I’d put the things in, and I’d mail them back. You 
know what? I'm embarrassed to tell you this. I used to pray over the thing, “Lord, you know I 
love you, so you let me win this I'll give generously to you.” You know what? I never won and, 
boy, am I glad. Instead, God used those experiences and passages like this one to expose 
some things to me that he wanted me to learn that were of kingdom importance. 

The lessons went something like this: “Larry, I'm God, and I own it all. I don't need any 
sweepstakes lottery or contest to provide for your needs or my kingdom. And, by the way, why 
should I entrust you with $10 million more of my money when you haven't faithfully learned to 
manage what I've already put in your hands?” Needless to say, I don’t send those things back 
anymore. God gives me what he wants me to have because he believes I'm able to manage just 
that much and no more.  

Jesus was teaching this kingdom parable to remind people that God is our provider, and he 
gives what he wants us to manage for him. He said in verse 14: 

“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 
entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two 
bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his 
journey.  

The word “ability” is the word “power.” God gives each of us individually what he knows we have 
the power and ability to manage for him. We all have the same amount of time each day. We 
are given different gifts and abilities. We are given just the right amount of God’s stuff, money, 
resources, and opportunities, and we all have the same amount of grace from God to use it 
rightly. We have the same amount of time, the same amount of grace. We have different gifts 
and abilities and different amounts entrusted to us, but God gives us exactly what he wants us 
to have because he knows what we can manage for him. 

When we seek to have more than what God's giving us to manage, we're looking for trouble 
because now we’re gonna have to wrestle with stuff that was never intended to be ours. 
Kingdom stewards evaluate their kingdom impact by asking God questions like this periodically, 
“Lord, of all the time you give me, am I using it the way you intended? Is it kingdom first? Am I 
making the most of each opportunity? Lord, of all the gifts, abilities, and talents you put in my life 
am I using them for you the way you want them used, or am I using them more for me than for 
you? Lord, of all the money and resources you've entrusted to me, am I using them wisely and 
investing them in kingdom purposes that create things that last?” 

You see, it’s what Jesus said in Matthew 6:33, “Seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these other things will be given you as well.” They’ll fit into their 
proper place. God will supply what you need to do what he has called you to do. Pastor Rich put 
it like this week in the workbook on page 79: 
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“The apostle Paul was acutely aware of the fact that he had an obligation to be a good 
steward of what God placed in his hands. He seemed to understand that being a 
steward in God's kingdom was an awesome privilege, one that came with significant 
responsibilities.” 

That’s why he said in 1 Corinthians 9 verse 16 and 17 that when it came to preaching the 
gospel, he was compelled to do it. It was the fulfillment of a stewardship that had been entrusted 
to him, which is why Paul would say at times, “Woe is me if I cannot preach the gospel. If I can't 
fulfill the stewardship of gifts and abilities God's given me, woe is me.” 

Pastor Rich went on to ask: 

“How many Christians have ever said, “Woe is me if I don't use the money God has 
entrusted to me wisely” or “Woe is me if I don't use the spiritual gift God has given me for 
his glory”? Have you ever felt compelled to be a good steward of what God has placed in 
your hands?” 

Then, Pastor Rich asked this, “Could it be that your sense of value is quite different than 
God’s?”  

I hate questions like that because if I'm going to be honest with God in responding to that, which 
I want to be, I have to answer, “No, God, I'm not. There are times when my values do not align 
with yours. They don’t. Which is why I make the decisions I do at times, why I handle your 
resources the way I do at times, why I live the way I do at times because my values are out of 
whack with you. I don’t like to admit that but it's true.” 

Rich went on to say: 

“Everything the Lord entrusts into your care is to be wisely invested in his kingdom -- 
that's why he gave you what you have--period. Your existence was never about building 
a little kingdom for yourself, it was always about building up God's kingdom. Maybe 
that's why Jesus said, ‘seek first his kingdom and his righteousness.’” 

Jesus said we have what we have because God wanted us to have it. He gave it to us. He can 
put more in or he can take more out. We have what we have because, according to God, he's 
given us what we can manage according to our ability. The first two servants managed it well. 
The third one didn’t manage it all, which raises the question, What has God out of his wealth 
entrusted to you? What has he entrusted to me? And, more importantly, what am I doing with it? 
That’s the question. People who are true disciples are to be faithful managers of God's 
immense resources.  

Not only that, but God's kingdom stewards remember that God owns everything and will one 
day asked for an accounting of how we've done. It says in verse 19: 

 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts 
with them. 20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. 
‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five 
more.’” 

Our memory verse for this week. 
21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share 
your master’s happiness!’ 
22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me 
with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 
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23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share 
your master’s happiness!’ 
24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I 
knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering 
where you have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your 
gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ 
26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where 
I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you 
should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I 
would have received it back with interest. 
28 “‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For 
whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does 
not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 30 And throw that worthless 
servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’” 

Years ago, I came across a story; it was very touching about an elderly store owner. I believe he 
owned a hardware store.  

He lived alone. He had no one to give the store to. His store was a very important part of 
the business community there, and he was looking for someone he could leave it to who 
would faithfully run it as he had done. So he placed an ad in the paper and hung a sign 
in the window “Manager Wanted,” and people began to apply.  

Each person who applied he would do the same thing. He would send them up into the 
attic with a set of instructions. He said, “There you'll find a huge chest full of all kinds of 
hardware: nuts, bolts, nails, and screws. I need you to sort it by size and weight, and 
when you’ve finished I need you to see me.”  

One by one, man after man would quit in disgust with comments like, “I hired on to be a 
manager not a junk sorter” or things like that. Finally, there was a young man who 
applied in his late teens. He was hired and went to work with the same instructions as 
everyone else. The difference was he came back the next day, and the day after that, 
and the day after that. One day he came downstairs from the attic with an envelope in 
his hand that he had found in the bottom of the trunk. He gave it to the store owner. The 
store owner said, “Open it.” Inside was a $20 bill and a note that simply said this, “You 
had been faithful with little, now I can entrust you with much. If you want, this store could 
someday be yours.”  

When I read that I thought, How ingenious is that? This guy’s looking for somebody he can trust 
to be faithful in the big things so what he does is he tests him in a little things. You know, Jesus 
is doing the same thing with you and me every day? There are riches in heaven waiting for us to 
be at our disposal for an eternity to use for God's glory that you and I can't even imagine. God 
said, “Down here I'm letting you be in charge of some little things that demonstrate your 
faithfulness and readiness to serve me in the big things.”  

God has entrusted to us what he wants us to have for his kingdom work. He’s coming back 
again and he’s gonna ask for an accounting. The accounting is not to scare us; the accounting 
is to prepare us that we will not be duped into wasting the things he's put: our time, talent, 
treasure, and grace. Jesus was teaching about the future accountability we’re all gonna receive. 
That's why he said in verse 19 as part of the parable: 
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“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 
them.” 

They had a long time to make these investments. I don't know when the Lord's coming back, but 
he is. In this parable the Lord came back, and one by one they came in. The man with the five 
bags came back and said, “Lord, you entrusted me with five bags. Look at this! I got five more!” 

“Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I 
will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!”  

The guy with two bags comes in. “Look! See this! I got two more!” 

“Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I 
will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!” 

Jesus isn’t asking us to do five bags of return with two bags of investment. So many times I’ve 
told God, “If you would give me what that guy has, I would do this much more for you.” 

God keeps coming back and saying, “You got what I wanted you to have. What are you 
doing with that? What are you doing with that?” 

In each of those who were faithful, invested what God gave them and they entered the 
happiness of their master. It’s the word “kuros.” It’s the word for “Lord.” “Come and share in the 
joy of the Lord forever.” How about that! 

“Well done, good and faithful servant!” 

The word “good” means “to be beneficial in its effect, good in character, good in constitution.” It 
proves that you are the real deal. “Faithful” means “trusted and reliable.” “I counted on you. I 
entrusted these things to you, and you didn't let me down. You put my kingdom first. You 
did what I asked you to do. You’re good and faithful.”  

The third man was different. You notice the first two? “Master, you entrusted me with this.”  

The third guy doesn’t say that at all. All he says is, “You’re a hard man. You’re a hard man: dry, 
rough, exacting, demanding. I was afraid of you.” All the evidence in the end points out that he 
really didn't know the master. Remember, Jesus is clearly teaching the kingdom principles. He 
is the King. He is the Master. “If you saw me only as hard and driving and demanding, you 
really don't know who I am. You don’t know who I am.” 

It’s like Paul told Titus when he took over leadership of the church at Crete when he was to 
establish elders there who would be the kind of leaders that God could bless and lead a church. 
He reminded Titus in Titus 1 verse 15 and 16 that everybody who's gonna be in your church is 
really a part of my kingdom. He said: 

“To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, 
nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. 16 They claim to 
know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit 
for doing anything good.” 

So Jesus goes right to the heart of the problem. “You see, if you really thought I was a hard 
man and demanding man, you wouldn’t have buried that gold in the ground; you’d have 
taken it to the bank and you would have put it in there at least to get some interest. You 
wouldn’t have had to do anything, but you would've known I'm coming back for an 
accounting and you wouldn't have shown up empty handed. You didn't do that because 
you were afraid. You did that because you're a wicked, lazy, worthless, servant. That's 
why you did that.” 



Page 9 of 11 

The word “wicked” means “active, intentional evil.” The word Jesus used implies this was no 
random act of response of fear. “You did this intentionally. You don't care about me or the 
kingdom because if you did you’d have at least gotten interest on that money. You’re 
lazy, you’re slothful, you’re bad, you produce nothing good.” Verse 30: “You are a 
worthless servant, unprofitable, selfish, of no use for the kingdom.” What’s the result? 
Verse 28: 

 “So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For 
whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does 
not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 30 And throw that worthless 
servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” 

People, that’s not a description of heaven. “Take his bag and give it to the ones who will use 
it.” Luke 16:10, Jesus said:  

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and 
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you 
have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true 
riches?”  

The handling of money, time, talents that God gives us is a measure of how trustworthy we 
would be with true riches. Jesus says, “If you can't be faithful to give, to pray, to serve with 
what I've given you, then how can I trust you with the true riches like the kingdom of 
God, the power of the Holy Spirit, the truth of my word?”  

Which is why sometimes when people come and they say, “You know, my relationship with God 
is in the tank. It's hard to pray. I find reading the Bible boring. I don't really want to be at church.”  

I could say to them, “You know what? Can you let me see how you're using your time? Because 
I have a hard time believing that if you're investing your time with the right priorities in kingdom 
work, I have a hard time believing you’re finding that unfulfilling. Could I see your schedule? 
Because how you're using your gifts and abilities for God, if you're investing those and serving 
him and engaged in the work he is doing, I have a hard time believing you’re finding that boring. 
Would you mind showing me your checkbook? Because I can tell you that if you are investing 
faithfully in the work of God, advancing his purposes, mission, his kingdom, his church, and his 
people, I have a hard time believing that the rest of your priorities are out of whack because if 
you’ve got that much in line you probably got the rest in line.” 

Somebody said a checkbook is a theological statement. It shows who or what we worship. 
Luke 16 verse 12: Jesus said: 

“If you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you 
property of your own? 
13“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, 
or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both 
God and money.” 
14 The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus. 15 He said 
to them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of others, but God 
knows your hearts. What people value highly is detestable in God’s sight.” 

People, these are not salvation issues here that he’s talking about as far as you can’t be saved 
by being a faithful kingdom steward. You can’t use your time, your talent, your money for God 
and think that's gonna save you. You are saved by the work Jesus did on the cross, by 
accepting that into your life, receiving Christ in your life, and confessing your sin and receiving 



Page 10 of 11 

his forgiveness. If you have that you can't lose it. But what he's saying is, while it’s not a 
salvation issue, what it shows is that if you claim to be in the kingdom of God but you are not 
invested in the kingdom, not a good faithful steward of God's time, talent, treasure, and grace, 
then it’s probably just indicative that you're not really in the kingdom at all. If you notice that in 
your life, it should be enough to make you wake up and pay attention, What am I doing with 
what God has given including this great message of salvation? Am I really in the kingdom?  

Those who are living kingdom first and being faithful stewards to invest God's resources are 
living to advance this kingdom, and they're proving day by day to their own assurance that they 
are really in the kingdom of God. The King and his priorities are their top priorities. When he 
comes, and that accounting holds for each of us, what will he say? “You wicked, lazy servant” 
or “Well done. Well done”?  

During the Crusades in the 12th century when Christians chose to take on a military solution to 
what they saw as the invasion of Islam, particularly in the Holy Land, and its need to protect 
those things, the church went out and hired mercenaries. They were fighters. Many of whom 
were not really Christians, but they were fighters and they would be willing to fight for money. 
But because the church at the time saw this as a holy endeavor, they demanded that, as I read, 
many of these mercenaries were to be baptized. When they were, it said in this article I was 
reading, that some of them would thrust their sword out of the water to indicate “You can have 
all of me, God, but the sword remains mine to use for my purpose.”  

You know, when I was reading about that I thought, I wonder how many times I’ve done that 
with God. “Lord, I’ve surrendered my life to you, but have I held my time out of the water to say, 
‘Lord, I'm all yours except my time. I’m gonna use that however I want’ or ‘Lord, I'm all yours 
except my abilities and my gifts. I'm using these for me. I've got agendas. I got things I gotta get 
done. I can't give this all to you.’” Have I held my wallet or my bank accounts out of that and 
saying, “Lord, you can have all of me, but this is mine? I've earned it. I’ve worked hard for this 
and it's not for you.”  

What have you held out? What have I held out? I got news for you, whatever it is it ain’t yours. It 
ain’t yours. You don't ever want to go to heaven and discover you’re sitting in the wrong car and 
your key won’t fit the ignition. God has called us to live as kingdom stewards of his resources, 
so he said, “I want you to remember, God owns everything. He gives you what he knows 
you can manage for him. God owns everything and he’s one day gonna ask for an 
accounting of how we’ve done.” That isn’t to scare you, that's to prepare you.  

As Pastor Rich summarized so well this week in the workbook on Day 5, page 94, he said: 

“For two thousand years Christ’s faithful disciples have been managing His kingdom. As 
a result, hundreds of millions have been eternally impacted by the life and message of 
Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul said that God created us for this in Ephesians 2:10, “For 
we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 
in advance for us to do.’”  

Pastor Rich went on to say: 

“Each one of us is uniquely designed to accomplish our part in building up and 
completing God's kingdom. When it's all completed, Jesus will present it to the Father.” 

Can you imagine that? We are part of the kingdom which is the gift that Jesus is gonna present 
to the Father. Awesome.  

“In the first letter to the Corinthians, Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:24, ‘Then the end will 
come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all 
dominion, authority and power.’ Then Jesus will reign forever and ever, Amen.” 
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Rich went on to say: 

“The Master has chosen you, designed you, equipped you, trained you and empowered 
you to manage some significant aspects of His kingdom; including a measure of His 
grace, your spiritual gifts and abilities, various ministry opportunities, and money and 
material possessions. He has allotted you just the right amount of time to accomplish 
everything He has prepared in advance for you to accomplish. 

“One day you will kneel before Jesus, and you will be generously rewarded for your acts 
of obedience and faithful stewardship. At that time you may hear Him enthusiastically 
said, “Well done, good and faithful servant. You’ve been faithful with a few things, I’ll put 
you in charge of many things. Come, share your Master's happiness.” 

Lord, this parable is a great perspective moment for us, because I can't, we can't, afford to go 
another day thinking that anything we have is ours. We had nothing when we came. We have 
nothing when we leave because it all belongs to you. We are incredibly privileged to be 
managers of God's possessions in this life for your glory. We can't take it with us, but we can 
send it on ahead. All these words were meant to give us perspective that would encourage our 
hearts. God, I want to thank you for the many people in our church who are faithful with their 
time, their talent, and treasure, and they use your grace every day. They are faithful in their 
giving, their praying, their serving, and you’re making a difference through their lives. May it be 
that your entire church, this church, and all believers all around the world will see this kingdom 
perspective and realign our lives and our priorities to be the stewards you’ve called us to be 
better managing every resource, living to advance the reign of Christ until one day we stand in 
awe of the joy of watching you, Jesus, hand this kingdom to the Father as your gift. The joy of 
being a part of that is beyond measure, and I thank you for it. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 


