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March 8, 2015 
Psalm 33 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Waiting in Hope 
 
Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning 
into this week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I 
hope it will be a great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to 
strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement 
for your weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church 
in your community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and 
teachers who can speak into your lives. We also realize that around the world there are places 
where there is no local church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great 
encouragement to you and anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and 
to share with in this message. Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it 
will be a great blessing in your life. 

 

If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to Psalm 33. We’re gonna 
be looking at a Psalm full of hope, waiting in hope on the Lord. I want to give a special welcome 
this morning to all the folks who are watching with us online at this moment -- not only people 
from our church who may be home sick or on vacation, but people across the country and we 
understand around the world. We are very grateful for your tuning in. I know it's at night where 
some of you are watching, but thank you for being here. We’re hoping that the service of 
worship today will be a great ministry in your life. Thank you for joining us.  

Psalm 33, the Psalm of David. 
1 Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous; 
    it is fitting for the upright to praise him. 
2 Praise the Lord with the harp; 
    make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre. 
3 Sing to him a new song; 
    play skillfully, and shout for joy. 
4 For the word of the Lord is right and true; 
    he is faithful in all he does. 
5 The Lord loves righteousness and justice; 
    the earth is full of his unfailing love. 
6 By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, 
    their starry host by the breath of his mouth. 
7 He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; 
    he puts the deep into storehouses. 
8 Let all the earth fear the Lord; 
    let all the people of the world revere him. 
9 For he spoke, and it came to be; 
    he commanded, and it stood firm. 
10 The Lord foils the plans of the nations; 
    he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 



Page 2 of 12 

11 But the plans of the Lord stand firm forever, 
    the purposes of his heart through all generations. 
12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, 
    the people he chose for his inheritance. 
13 From heaven the Lord looks down 
    and sees all mankind; 
14 from his dwelling place he watches 
    all who live on earth— 
15 he who forms the hearts of all, 
    who considers everything they do. 
16 No king is saved by the size of his army; 
    no warrior escapes by his great strength. 
17 A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; 
    despite all its great strength it cannot save. 
18 But the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, 
    on those whose hope is in his unfailing love, 
19 to deliver them from death 
    and keep them alive in famine. 
20 We wait in hope for the Lord; 
    he is our help and our shield. 
21 In him our hearts rejoice, 
    for we trust in his holy name. 
22 May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, 
    even as we put our hope in you. 

Let’s pray together. 

Father, we need this hope in a world where real hope is becoming precious, and people are 
losing their hope. We need to remember that you are the God of hope. No matter how ugly 
things get, no matter how severe the trials, no matter how confusing the future may seem, you 
are a God in whom we can trust. Those who hope in the Lord will never be disappointed.  

Lord, would you help us today? Give us that kind of assurance that you gave to David when he 
learned that he could wait upon the Lord. We’ll thank you for all that you’ll show us today. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.  

If you want to see hope fade fast, just ask people to wait. We’re not good at waiting. We’re not 
good at waiting in a line at the grocery store. We’re not good at waiting for anything. I saw that 
very graphically demonstrated not long ago at a railroad crossing in Antioch on A Street. I pulled 
up, the light started to flash, the bells started to ring, the bar came down, so I stopped as I 
should. I was the first in line. I looked left and I looked right and there wasn’t a train anywhere, 
so I waited and waited and pretty soon I see a train coming down the track way far away. It 
eventually comes, goes in front of me, and goes the other way.  

I expected at any moment for the bar to go up, the lights to stop flashing, the bells to stop 
ringing, but they didn’t. The line behind me was getting longer. I waited a minute, two minutes, 
three minutes, still the lights are flashing, the bells are ringing, the bar is not moving. People are 
starting to get a little impatient.  

One guy goes out around me, cuts through the bars, goes around the bars, and across the 
tracks and down the road. Not the smartest thing to be doing. We wait five minutes; the bar is 
still not up. Six minutes, people are honking as though I’m in the front I can do something about 
making the bar go up. Finally, after we keep waiting, people start backing out, pulling U-turns, 
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driving across people's lawns, going across the curb, anything they could to get out of there. 
Why were they doing it? They would not wait because they had lost hope. They had no certainty 
that the bar was ever gonna go up. Eventually it did. I waited. I was in the front. Fortunately I 
had nowhere else to go or I might've been one of them doing the same thing.  

It's hard to keep waiting when you have no hope or certainty of what's coming or that anything 
will change. That’s true at a railroad crossing. It's true in a struggling marriage. It’s true when 
you can’t find a job and you’ve been looking year after year. It's true when you’ve been battling 
a long-term illness and it doesn't seem to be getting better. It’s especially true when you're 
waiting for an answer from a God whom you cannot see. It's hard to wait when you have no 
hope.  

Psalm 33 is a Psalm about waiting in hope for the Lord. David wrote in verse 20: 

We wait in hope for the Lord; 
    he is our help and our shield. 
21 In him our hearts rejoice, 
    for we trust in his holy name. 
22 May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, 
    even as we put our hope in you. 

You wonder, How in the world could David write that? How did he find a hope like that because 
he didn’t always have it? David, like us, had expectations on how some things ought to go. 
When they didn’t he could get discouraged. Sometimes when answers or results seem slow in 
coming, David, like us, could become impatient and start taking things into his own hands. In 
fact, some of the most severe, off-course decisions he made came at those times when he lost 
hope.  

But David learned something through his life. He learned that waiting on God is not like waiting 
on anyone or anything else. It’s different. When you're waiting on the Lord, you can wait and 
hope for a reason. He learned that hope was only as strong as the object or person that we put 
our hope in. People lose hope at a railroad crossing or a troubled marriage or a job search 
because they have no assurance of the outcome.  

It’s interesting. People who lose hope in God do so many times for the same reason. They have 
no hope of the outcome. They don't really trust God. They don't really believe his word. They 
don't know His track record. They don't understand His character, and they aren’t familiar or 
believe His promises because if you do believe those things and you have assurance in those 
things, it's amazing how you can wait differently than those who don't have those things. You 
wait in hope versus no hope. There’s a huge difference.  

David said he had learned that this God was trustworthy, good, and always worthy of praise. 
Look at these words in verse 1: 

 Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous; 
    it is fitting for the upright to praise him. 
2 Praise the Lord with the harp; 
    make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre. 
3 Sing to him a new song; 
    play skillfully, and shout for joy. 

I've been in lines where people waiting too long and they're shouting but it ain’t for joy. These 
are not words that usually associate with someone who’s waiting but not seeing answers. But 
David said, “This God's worthy of praise. Our hope is in the Lord.” David had joy like that  

  



Page 4 of 12 

because he knew that no matter what he faced, it was going to turn out in the end for good 
because God said it would and he believed Him. He was waiting in hope for the Lord which is 
why he closed this great Psalm on waiting with verse 20: 

We wait in hope for the Lord; 
    he is our help and our shield. 
21 In him our hearts rejoice, 
    for we trust in his holy name. 
22 May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, 
    even as we put our hope in you. 

No matter how uncertain our future, we can wait and hope for the Lord. Why is that so? David 
said, “Because His word is right and true. We can hope in the Lord because He is faithful in all 
He does and because His love is unfailing. We can wait and hope for the Lord because His 
word is right and true.” Verse 4: 

For the word of the Lord is right and true; 

Karla and I were invited last Monday to have dinner with some very dear friends of ours. We 
were gonna meet them on Monday night at 6:30. Ten minutes to 7:00 the phone rings, “You 
guys still coming?”  

Oh, no! I said, “Karla, I forgot. We just have to be honest and tell them.” We got busy. I got 
home late. Circumstances. I forgot. 

I hear Karla talking with our friends saying, “Hey, we can be there in 15 minutes.” We went over. 
We had a great time. It was so good to get reconnected. It was a great, enjoyable evening not to 
mention a wonderful meal. But I was thinking I was so glad that they called after they waited 20 
minutes, because as reliable as Karla and I try to be and as good we try to be to our word, we 
are not infallible. We forget. Things come up. We get distracted. Though we mean what we say, 
we can't always guarantee that our word is gonna be right or true.  

You never have to worry about that with God. His word is always right and true. That's why 
David said in verse 4: 

For the word of the Lord is right and true; 

That’s why you can wait and hope for Him. The word “right” is the word “upright, no deception, 
fully trustworthy, never wrong.” You know, we spend billions every year for counseling to get 
advice and perspective, which is good, but right here we have the word of a God who is never 
wrong, never wrong. He's always right, and His word is true. It is truth itself because God is 
truth. His word is unchanging. It is not subject to circumstance. It is always reliable. Even when 
we can’t understand it, we know it's true. That's because God's word is eternal, powerful, and 
not subject to change or controlled by circumstance. His word is right and true because it’s the 
very word of God, a God who never forgets, who's never surprised, never distracted, never 
overwhelmed. David said, “You can wait and hope for this God when He speaks because He’s 
the eternal, almighty, all-knowing, ever present, sovereign Creator and sustainer of all that is. 
You see what he said in verse 6: 

By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, 
    their starry host by the breath of his mouth. 

You ever been in one of those places where you’re stare into the heavens and you are stunned 
by the awesomeness of it, the vastness of it? Anybody see the moon last night? I was coming 
down with Karla out of the Santa Cruz Mountains. That moon looked like it was huge. How did 
all that come about? God spoke that into existence. That’s the power of His word. He also 
sustains and controls everything by His word. Look at verse 7: 



Page 5 of 12 

He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; 
    he puts the deep into storehouses. 
8 Let all the earth fear the Lord; 
    let all the people of the world revere him. 
9 For he spoke, and it came to be; 
    he commanded, and it stood firm. 

God's word creates. God's word sustains. God's word stands firm. God's word is right and true. 
People, that's especially the case when you're in the midst of something that doesn't make 
sense, when you can't tell the beginning from the end, when you're going through difficult times 
that don't seem justified and you don't understand them.  

Psalm 119 is a Psalm written by a man who knew God, and went through the wringer and 
learned to trust. Listen to Psalm 119 verse 81: 

My soul faints with longing for your salvation, 
    but I have put my hope in your word. 
82 My eyes fail, looking for your promise; 
    I say, “When will you comfort me?” 
83 Though I am like a wineskin in the smoke, 
    I do not forget your decrees. 
84 How long must your servant wait? 

You think you’re the first to ask that? We all ask it. 

When will you punish my persecutors? 
85 The arrogant dig pits to trap me, 
    contrary to your law. 
86 All your commands are trustworthy; 
    help me, for I am being persecuted without cause. 
87 They almost wiped me from the earth, 
    but I have not forsaken your precepts. 
88 In your unfailing love preserve my life, 
    that I may obey the statutes of your mouth. 
89 Your word, Lord, is eternal; 
    it stands firm in the heavens. 
90 Your faithfulness continues through all generations; 
    you established the earth, and it endures. 
91 Your laws endure to this day, 
    for all things serve you. 
92 If your law had not been my delight, 
    I would have perished in my affliction. 
93 I will never forget your precepts, 
    for by them you have preserved my life. 

He wrapped it up in verse 114: 
114You are my refuge and my shield; 
    I have put my hope in your word. 

“If your law had not been my delight, I would've perished in my affliction. I’ll never forget your 
precepts, for by them you have preserved my life.” You know that God has designed our life to 
run like a train? What pulls the train? The engine. That’s where the power is. The other cars will 
go wherever the engine goes. God has designed our lives to run like a train. The engine that’s 
to pull our train is called “Truth,” His word. The car behind that truth is called “Faith,” so we 
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come to believe what God says because we trust His word. It's right and true. The end of our 
train of life is a caboose called “Feelings.” Feelings have merit and they’re real, but they’re 
never to pull our train because feelings are very unreliable.  

Do you know how simple it is for Satan to derail the train of your life? All he has to do is switch 
the caboose with the engine. All he has to do is take feelings and put them in the front of your 
train and take truth and put it back in the caboose. Now, what's pulling your life? How I feel? 
How I see it? What I thought should've happened? People, when you're running on feelings, 
you’re a runaway train. Every time, Satan will take those feelings and work you over to take you 
wherever he wants you to go. Faith will follow those feelings. You now believe that what you feel 
is accurate, and it very seldom is. Truth is relegated to the back.  

God said when trials hit, when things look like it's falling apart, when you can't make sense out 
of things, do not trust your feelings. You put His word back in the front of your train. You let 
God's truth that never changes and that's eternal guide you, and believe what God has said, 
and your feelings will follow truth. God has made our lives to run like a train. That's why David 
said, “We can wait and hope for the Lord, because His word is right and true.”  

Not only because His word is right and true, but we can wait and hope for the Lord because He 
is faithful in all he does. Verse 4 says: 

For the word of the Lord is right and true; 
    he is faithful in all he does. 

Look at verse 10: 

The Lord foils the plans of the nations; 
    he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 
11 But the plans of the Lord stand firm forever, 
    the purposes of his heart through all generations. 
12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, 
    the people he chose for his inheritance. 
13 From heaven the Lord looks down 
    and sees all mankind; 
14 from his dwelling place he watches 
    all who live on earth— 
15 he who forms the hearts of all, 
    who considers everything they do. 

We have a remarkable mail lady in our neighborhood. She's been coming for years. I've gone 
down to the post office saying, “I was expecting this package today. It was supposed to come, 
and I didn't get it.”  

Our mail lady, Laura, will come out from the back and she goes, “Oh, Larry. Man, I saw you 
weren't home. I didn’t want to leave it. I brought over to your son’s house.” I mean, how faithful 
is that? I've now learned when something doesn't show up at my house, Laura either has it and 
she’ll bring it tomorrow or she's gonna give it to somebody I know. That’s faithfulness, unlike the 
story you may have heard last September that came in the news first featured in the New York 
Post about the Brooklyn mailman named Joseph Brucato. For over a decade he had been 
stuffing mail in his car and his apartment because he didn’t want to deliver it. A decade. It said: 

A postal supervisor became suspicious Brucato was up to something weird when he 
noticed his personal car was stacked to the roof with mail. You would think maybe 
somebody knows something. What they discovered was there were over 40,000 pieces 
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of mail, 2,500 pounds it in his car and in his apartment that he didn’t want to deliver. 
Needless to say he is in serious trouble.  

Investigators pressed Brucato about the letter cache, and he admitted hoarding the 
priority first-class and regular mail he had once been scheduled to deliver to Brooklyn 
businesses and residents in the Flatbush region. It took five postal agents five hours to 
remove the massive stash of letters from his apartment and his car. If convicted, he 
faces up to five years in prison. 

When I read this story I thought, Whatever happened to “Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor 
gloom will stay these couriers from the swift completion of their appointed rounds.” You know, it 
shakes our confidence when those we trust prove unfaithful. David said, “You never have to 
worry about that because it will never happen with God. He’ll never prove unfaithful.” In fact, he 
said: 

    The earth is full of his unfailing love. 

He is faithful in all He does. Faithful in all He does. The word “faithful” means “true or 
unwavering,” meaning He doesn't say one thing and do another. He’s faithful to do all He says. 
That’s because God's faithfulness is rooted in His character. He's faithful in all He does because 
He is faithful in His nature. He can’t be anything but faithful. There is no other option with God.  

You remember when Paul was writing to Timothy in the last letter he wrote to him? Second 
Timothy Chapter 2 he said: 

11 Here is a trustworthy saying: 

All of God’s word is trustworthy, but when God says, “Here is a trustworthy saying” He really 
spotlights on it.  

11 Here is a trustworthy saying: 

If we died with him, we will also live with him; (Amen) 
12 if we endure, we will also reign with him. (Amen) 
If we disown him, he will also disown us; 

Look at this: 
13 if we are faithless (and all of us are), he remains faithful, 
    for he cannot disown himself. 

Our faithfulness may wane, but God’s never will. That's why you can wait and hope in the Lord, 
because no matter how confusing the circumstances or how difficult things are, you can be 
confident that God is working to fulfill everything He promised He would do and to complete His 
eternal purposes. That's why David said in verse 10: 

The Lord foils the plans of the nations; 
    he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 

Are you alarmed by what's happening in the world today? You needn’t be. God's in charge of 
those nations. He establishes rulers and He takes them out. He can move boundary lines and 
move armies. He can raise a nation up and tomorrow it will be gone. God’s in control of what's 
happening in the world. Verse 11: 

But the plans of the Lord stand firm forever, 
    the purposes of his heart through all generations. 
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You remember when Paul was writing to the Philippian church? He was writing to them in 
Chapter 2 about the cross, the cross that the world saw as foolishness, the cross that many 
thought was a disaster - the end of God's plan? But God reminded the Philippians through Paul 
that the cross was always God's plan and that His purposes for Jesus and for us were 
accomplished at the cross. That's why when Paul wrote in Philippians 2, he said in verse 9: 

Therefore God exalted him (Jesus) to the highest place 
    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 

The cross accomplished that. In light of that, he tells the Philippians in verse 12: 
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but 
now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good 
purpose. 

“God does everything,” David said “in righteousness and in justice because He loves them 
both.” The Lord loves righteousness and justice. God will always do the right thing, and He will 
always see that justice is done. When we look out at the world, it doesn't look like justice is 
being done. It certainly doesn't look like righteousness is winning, but you and I don't see the 
whole picture. The righteousness and justice of God in the fulfillment of His purposes is rooted 
in His character, and God doesn't miss a thing. Verse 12: 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, 
    the people he chose for his inheritance. 
13 From heaven the Lord looks down 
    and sees all mankind; 
14 from his dwelling place he watches 
    all who live on earth— 
15 he who forms the hearts of all, 
    who considers everything they do. 

God sees everything you do. More than that, He knows everything you think before you think it. 
He sees everything that happens to every person in every place everywhere in the world. He 
misses nothing. That’s why God's the ultimate perfect judge. He loves righteousness, and He 
loves justice. My father-in-law used to say, “Remember, when things don't look right, it's God 
who keeps the books and He doesn't miss a thing.” What he promised He will do. In the end, He 
will reveal all for what it is and show righteousness and justice to prevail.  

The apostle Paul told the Romans, you remember that famous verse in Romans 8 verse 28? 
“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been 
called according to His purpose.” What is that purpose? That you and I will be transformed into 
the likeness of His Son. So, God knows for that to happen there’s a major work’s gonna happen 
in me. I’ve got a lot of rough edges He’s gotta sand off. I’ve got a lot of things I need to learn. 
When He's taken me through those things, I need to remember God's faithful in all He does. He 
loves righteousness, and He loves justice. He’s never wrong. So when you're wading in the 
midst of those times, remember we don't see the whole story. God does. He is faithful in all He 
does. 

Not only because He's a God whose word is right and true and He’s faithful in all He does, but 
David said, “We can wait and hope for the Lord because His love is unfailing.” In verse 5: 
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The Lord loves righteousness and justice; 
    the earth is full of his unfailing love. 

Look at this in verse 16: 

No king is saved by the size of his army; 
    no warrior escapes by his great strength. 
17 A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; 
    despite all its great strength it cannot save. 
18 But the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, 
    on those whose hope is in his unfailing love, 
19 to deliver them from death 
    and keep them alive in famine. 
20 We wait in hope for the Lord; 
    he is our help and our shield. 
21 In him our hearts rejoice, 
    for we trust in his holy name. 
22 May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, 
    even as we put our hope in you. 

Thirty-five years ago last month, I asked Karla if she’d be my wife. She said, “Of course,” which 
stunned me actually at the time.  

When she consented, I said, “I will love you always.” She must have believed me because 
nobody's gonna walk down the aisle with another person and hook your wagon to that hitch 
without believing at some degree that it's a love coming from a person who means what they 
say, but in every relationship there is an inherent risk. I’ve taught this to my kids. There’s a risk 
in every relationship because no matter how much people say they will love you, or how much 
you say you will love them, human love sometimes fails. When human love fails, the wounds 
and the scars are deep. Many of us have felt it. 

One of the things I love most about God, His love is unfailing no matter what. It cannot be 
changed. David said: 

The earth is full of his unfailing love. 

That word “unfailing” is “steadfast, incorruptible, never moving, never changing.” His love is 
bigger than any emotion or romance. It's kindness, mercy, goodness, compassion. All the 
goodness that God is, is summed up in that word. It's unfailing. No matter what happens or God 
brings you through, His love will never fail you. God's love never fails because God is love. Love 
is not God. God is love. It’s his very nature. God can no more fail to love than a cat can fail to be 
a cat. It’s in their nature. It can’t wake up one day and say, “I want to be a dog.” I mean, they 
can say that, but it’s not gonna make them a dog.  

God has no provision for not loving. Even in His wrath, even in His anger, even in His judgment 
it is love unfailing, because God's love is not a pampering love it’s a perfecting love. God is 
willing to do in the world and in us the things that true love demands to accomplish His purpose 
that nobody else will love you enough to do. Nobody. But God does, and He is willing to risk 
your happiness in order to achieve your holiness. David said, “The earth itself is full of His 
unfailing love. His mercy, His kindness, His caring, His compassion, His forgiveness, His 
provision, every breath you take, every food you eat, everything you wear, every drink you sip is 
all a reminder of God's unfailing love and so much more. That's why David said, “God is our 
ultimate hope for deliverance. God is our ultimate hope.” It’s why he said in verse 16: 
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No king is saved by the size of his army; 
    no warrior escapes by his great strength. 

Do we need to keep an army? Of course we do. Do we need to keep a military? Of course we 
do, and it should be strong. But what he’s trying to tell us is: No king, no country is saved by the 
strength of their military. If God isn't with that nation, it will fail. I think America ought to have the 
strongest military we can have. I thank God for the men and women who serve in it and have 
served in it. You know that, but the fact of the matter is, without God there's no hope for any of 
us. He's the one who makes the difference. The greatest thing America could do would be to 
turn back to the Lord while having a very powerful army. 

17 A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; 

So is a tank or a Blackhawk helicopter.  

    despite all its great strength it cannot save. 
18 But the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, 
    on those whose hope is in his unfailing love, 
19 to deliver them from death 
    and keep them alive in famine. 

Have you ever read any accounts of British soldiers who shot at George Washington and could 
never hit him? It's amazing to read those accounts. Or guys like Stonewall Jackson, the great 
Civil War general, who himself was wounded, lost an arm I understand? He used to ride out in 
front of the troops keeping them energized for the battle. People used ask him, “Why in the 
world do you ride out there in the danger and not be behind the line with the rest of the 
generals?” 

The response I read that he made was, “I'm a Christian. Therefore, I’m as safe out there at the 
front in a hail of bullets as I am at home in my own bed.” 

Do you have a hope like that? To know that even in the midst of a hail of bullets you’re not 
gonna be touched by a single one unless God ordains that it be so? If he does ordain that it will 
be so, it will be for your good and to accomplish an eternal purpose that otherwise could not 
have been achieved? People, that’s not fatalism, it isn’t denial, it isn’t Pollyanna. It’s Biblical 
truth.  

    The earth is full of his unfailing love. 

What kind of love is it? First Corinthians 13 verse 4: 
4 Love is patient, kind, doesn’t envy, doesn’t boast, isn’t proud. 5 It does not dishonor 
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, no record of wrongs. 6 Love does 
not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 

Look at this: 
7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  

Verse 8, I love it: 

 8 Love never fails. 

Paul told the Romans, “Who’s gonna separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? No. Nothing,” he said, “will 
ever separate us from the love of God that's in Christ Jesus . . . We are more than conquerors 
through Him who loved us.” You ever have days you don't feel much like a conqueror? I want 
you to know you are because, despite what you're facing, the love of God is right there and 
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you're not facing it alone. He’s setting the boundaries and His love will not fail you. “He proved 
His love at the cross,” Paul told the Romans. God is love. No wonder David could say, “No 
matter what we face, the earth is full of His unfailing love.” 

Philip Yancey in his book The Jesus I Never Knew tells the story of a message he once heard. 
You may have heard it on line or on a CD. It was given by Tony Campolo who is sociologist and 
professor at the University of Pennsylvania. Tony Campolo is a very controversial figure. He 
does things and believes things and does things for people that a lot of us would be 
uncomfortable to do. He goes and does whatever God seems to tell him to do.  

Philip Yancey was saying he heard Tony Campolo preach a sermon adapted from an elderly 
black pastor at his church in Philadelphia called “It's Friday, but Sunday's Coming.” You ever 
heard that? That's the title of the sermon. Once you know the title you know whole sermon. 
That’s just amazing. Anyway, Yancey went on to say, in a cadence that increases in tempo and 
in volume, Campolo contrasts how the world looked on Friday when the forces of evil won over 
the forces of good, when every friend and disciple had fled in fear, and when the Son of God 
died on a cross. But he contrasts that with how things looked on Easter Sunday.  

The disciples who lived through both days, Friday and Sunday, never doubted God 
again. They had learned that when God seems most absent, He may be closest of all. 
When God looks most powerless, He may be most powerful. When God looks most 
dead, He's coming back to life. They had learned to never count God out, but Campolo 
in that great sermon skipped one of the days.  

The other two days have earned names on the church calendar: Good Friday, Easter 
Sunday, yet in a real sense we’re living on Saturday, the day in between, the day with no 
name. What the disciples experienced on a small scale, three days in grief over one man 
who died on a cross, we now live on a cosmic scale. Human history grinds on between 
the time of promise and the time of fulfillment. We’re in the in between.  

Can we trust that God can make something holy and beautiful and good come out of the 
world that includes the Bosnia's and the Rwanda's and the ISIS of the world? Can He do 
it good and bring good out of countries like ours that has inner-city ghettos and jammed 
prisons in the richest nation on earth? 

Yancey reminded us: 

It's Saturday right now on planet Earth, but Sunday's coming. It's a good thing to 
remember that in the cosmic drama we live out our days on Saturday, the in-between 
day with no name.  

I know a woman whose grandmother lies buried under 150 year old live Oak trees in a 
cemetery of an Episcopal Church in rural Louisiana. A very godly woman who when she 
died gave very specific instructions about what is to be on her tombstone. She said one 
word, and one word only “Waiting.” Aren’t we all waiting for the great consummation of 
all that God has promised and the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ? 

In the meantime we live on Saturday. We see so many things in the world that are 
troubling and fearful and confusing, and we wonder, What is going to happen? How will 
they really unfold? Are they ever truly going to be better? The answer is yes.  

David said, “I've learned this: We can wait and hope for the Lord because His word is right and 
true. He's faithful in all He does, and His love is unfailing. We wait and hope for the Lord,” David 
said. “He's our help and our shield and then our hearts rejoice, for we trust in His holy name.”  

May your unfailing love be with us, Lord. Even as we put our hope in you. 
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The next time we’re waiting, remember we’re waiting in hope for the Lord.  

Thank you, God, for this reminder. I need this so much in my own life. I get frustrated and 
impatient, and I try to take things into my hands. I look out into the world and I think, Lord, what 
is happening? I come to a Psalm like this written by a man who knew you. You took him through 
these times, and you reminded him you're in charge, you’re sovereign, you’re good. We can 
trust you. Yes, we wait. We live in the day in between the promise and its fulfillment.  

God when the days seem a bit overwhelming, when we’re not sure what we ought to do, let us 
keep truth in the front of our train. Your word is right and true. Help us always to remember 
you’re faithful in everything you do. You have a love that will never fail us. That is why we hope. 
We thank you, God. In your precious name, Amen. 


