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March 22, 2015 
Psalm 37 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Living Right in a World of 
Wrong 

 
If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to Psalm 37. We’re 
continuing on in our series “People of Praise: Blessings from the Psalter.” Today, Psalm 37 is a 
psalm of perspective, a psalm of perspective of what it means to live right in a world of wrong. 

David wrote this out of his own experience. By his own admission, it was later in his life. Looking 
back, he’s sharing some of the things he's learned.  

Psalm 37, a Psalm of David: 
1 Do not fret because of those who are evil 
    or be envious of those who do wrong; 
2 for like the grass they will soon wither, 
    like green plants they will soon die away. 
3 Trust in the Lord and do good; 
    dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 
4 Take delight in the Lord, 
    and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
5 Commit your way to the Lord; 
    trust in him and he will do this: 
6 He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, 
    your vindication like the noonday sun. 
7 Be still before the Lord 
    and wait patiently for him; 
do not fret when people succeed in their ways, 
    when they carry out their wicked schemes. 
8 Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; 
    do not fret—it leads only to evil. 
9 For those who are evil will be destroyed, 
    but those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land. 
10 A little while, and the wicked will be no more; 
    though you look for them, they will not be found. 
11 But the meek will inherit the land 
    and enjoy peace and prosperity. 
12 The wicked plot against the righteous 
    and gnash their teeth at them; 
13 but the Lord laughs at the wicked, 
    for he knows their day is coming. 
14 The wicked draw the sword 
    and bend the bow 
to bring down the poor and needy, 
    to slay those whose ways are upright. 
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15 But their swords will pierce their own hearts, 
    and their bows will be broken. 
16 Better the little that the righteous have 
    than the wealth of many wicked; 
17 for the power of the wicked will be broken, 
    but the Lord upholds the righteous. 
18 The blameless spend their days under the Lord’s care, 
    and their inheritance will endure forever. 
19 In times of disaster they will not wither; 
    in days of famine they will enjoy plenty. 
20 But the wicked will perish: 
    Though the Lord’s enemies are like the flowers of the field, 
    they will be consumed, they will go up in smoke. 
21 The wicked borrow and do not repay, 
    but the righteous give generously; 
22 those the Lord blesses will inherit the land, 
    but those he curses will be destroyed. 
23 The Lord makes firm the steps 
    of the one who delights in him; 
24 though he may stumble, he will not fall, 
    for the Lord upholds him with his hand. 
25 I was young and now I am old, 
    yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken 
    or their children begging bread. 
26 They are always generous and lend freely; 
    their children will be a blessing. 
27 Turn from evil and do good; 
    then you will dwell in the land forever. 
28 For the Lord loves the just 
    and will not forsake his faithful ones. 

Wrongdoers will be completely destroyed; 
    the offspring of the wicked will perish. 
29 The righteous will inherit the land 
    and dwell in it forever. 
30 The mouths of the righteous utter wisdom, 
    and their tongues speak what is just. 
31 The law of their God is in their hearts; 
    their feet do not slip. 
32 The wicked lie in wait for the righteous, 
    intent on putting them to death; 
33 but the Lord will not leave them in the power of the wicked 
    or let them be condemned when brought to trial. 
34 Hope in the Lord 
    and keep his way. 
He will exalt you to inherit the land; 
    when the wicked are destroyed, you will see it. 
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35 I have seen a wicked and ruthless man 
    flourishing like a luxuriant native tree, 
36 but he soon passed away and was no more; 
    though I looked for him, he could not be found. 
37 Consider the blameless, observe the upright; 
    a future awaits those who seek peace. 
38 But all sinners will be destroyed; 
    there will be no future for the wicked. 
39 The salvation of the righteous comes from the Lord; 
    he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 
40 The Lord helps them and delivers them; 
    he delivers them from the wicked and saves them, 
    because they take refuge in him. 

Let’s pray for a moment. 

Lord, these are powerful words learned through a lifetime of trials and watching what happens 
with those who stand with God and do right, and those who forsake God and do wrong. So 
many times it looks as though righteousness is not winning, but you are the one who holds the 
ultimate judgment. You have told us that in the end the righteous will be exalted with you 
forever. Help us to keep in mind these perspectives as we choose to live right in a world of 
wrong and we’ll thank you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

It's not easy to live right in a world of wrong. If you choose to live for God, there at times will be 
those who retaliate. I remember a time Karla and I were going to a wedding over in Pittsburgh. It 
was at the Boys and Girls Club. We walked in. There were a bunch of tables set up for the 
reception, and the wedding was to be held in the same room. The room was full. Not many 
spots left. I walked up to a table. There were two seats available. I said to the people sitting 
there, “Are those two seats available?” 

The lady looked up and said, “Are you the pastor at Golden Hills?” 

I said, “Yes, ma'am.” 

“Well, they’re not available for you.” 

I said, “Okay” and Karla and I went and found a seat at a different table. 

From time to time when I need to get away from the phone and have some really alone time 
with God, I will pick up my books and my Bible. I’ll get in the car, and I’ll go out somewhere and 
find a quiet spot. There’s a church across town that I used to favor going to it. It had some really 
nice trees on a hot day. I would sit in the shade and I could be alone there with God.  

I was sitting there one day at the end of the parking lot when I see this station wagon come 
whipping in and stop right next to my car. This lady jumps out. She comes up to the window, 
“Are you the pastor at Golden Hills?” 

I said, “That depends. Who wants to know?” 

She said, “I know you are. My daughter went to your church and you told her that homosexuality 
was a sin. You hurt my daughter. I'm sure glad you're not the pastor at our church. Our pastor is 
loving. Our church is loving. You are hateful. We’re never coming back to your church.” She 
jumped in the car and slammed the door. I'm thinking, I'm glad you’re not coming back either – 
no, not really! 
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You know, those things are really minor. I don’t wanna make it sound like it's all negative, but 
I'm telling you that stuff happens more than you think. I haven't really endured anything difficult. 
I haven’t yet been in prison for my faith. I haven't yet lost all my possessions for my faith. I 
haven’t yet given my life for my faith, but I might. We need to be prepared for that.  

You know, you would think something as basic as sexual morality, something so basic as right 
and wrong, so obviously natural or unnatural would not be controversial, but it is. That’s 
because, as we mentioned last week, when people lose their fear of God they have no respect 
for God's word. Therefore, they have no respect for His moral absolutes or His righteous 
standards. Even the church today is succumbing to the pressure of a culture because they’re 
finding it too hard to stand for right in a world of wrong.  

The Presbyterian Church USA as a denomination just voted now to fully embrace gay marriage. 
I’m thinking, Do any of you people read your Bibles? It is getting harder to stand up for what's 
right in a world of wrong, and you would think that simply sharing with people the truth would be 
enough. We don't share truth with people because we hate them. We share truth with people 
because we love them, and we know the truth ultimately will be for their good. You’d think it 
would make a difference if you said, “You know what? The truth is God loves people who are 
homosexuals. He just hates homosexuality.” Or, “God loves people who are adulterers. He just 
hates adultery. God loves people who are gluttons. He hates gluttony. God loves people who 
are alcoholics. He hates alcoholism,” and on and on it goes. You get the picture. God loves 
people. He hates sin. He hates what sin does to them. 

Why is it so hard to see this? Why is it so hard to live right in a world of wrong? Because there is 
a satanically cultivated strategy against the right. We may pooh-pooh this all we want, but the 
fact of the matter is we have a powerful adversary who hates God and hates those who live for 
God. He’s not gonna make it easy. In fact, he blinds people, the scripture says, so that they 
can't even see the glory of God and the face of Christ. They can’t even see it. 

Even when people come to Jesus and seek to live for right, he finds all kinds of ways to make 
them afraid to stand for the right. One of those primary ways is intimidation and fear. He makes 
people afraid to stand up and speak out. “What will people think? I don't want to be seen as 
weird. I'll just keep quiet. I don't want retaliation to come.” 

Wasn’t it Edmund Burke who once famously said, “All it takes for evil to triumph is for good 
people to do nothing.” It isn't just intimidation and fear. He also uses compromise. Make wrong 
look good or at least not so bad. “Besides, everybody's doing it.” I hear that all time. We need to 
get with the culture. We don’t want to be seen as legalistic or narrow minded. “I’ll just go along 
with this. I need to fit in. I'll be a better witness. After all, who am I to judge anyone or anything?” 
We hear that all time. Those are the words of compromise. It’s a copout. 

It's hard to live right in a world dominated by wrong, dominated by intimidation and compromise 
and political correctness. That's why David wrote Psalm 37, to put perspective back in the 
hearts of believers. Psalm 37 is a psalm calling us to live right in a world of wrong by seeing life 
from God's perspective. He said in verse 1: 

Do not fret because of those who are evil 

Notice not just who do evil, “who are evil.” 

    or be envious of those who do wrong; 
2 for like the grass they will soon wither, 
    like green plants they will soon die away. 
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“Do not fret because of those who are evil. Don’t be alarmed. Don’t worry. Don’t be intimidated. 
Don’t be silenced by worry or fear. Don’t be envious of those who do wrong. Don’t envy the 
wicked. Don’t compromise to be more like them. The wicked will not last nor are they willing nor 
will they escape the judgment. Verse 2: 

for like the grass they will soon wither, 
    like green plants they will soon die away. 

Or verse 10: 

A little while, and the wicked will be no more; 
    though you look for them, they will not be found. 

Or verse 12: 
 The wicked plot against the righteous 
    and gnash their teeth at them; 
13 but the Lord laughs at the wicked, 
    for he knows their day is coming. 
14 The wicked draw the sword 
    and bend the bow 
to bring down the poor and needy, 
    to slay those whose ways are upright. 
15 But their swords will pierce their own hearts, 
    and their bows will be broken. 

But the wicked will perish, verse 20: 

But the wicked will perish: 
    Though the Lord’s enemies are like the flowers of the field, 
    they will be consumed, they will go up in smoke. 

It may look like they're winning, but they're not. Verse 35: 

I have seen a wicked and ruthless man 
    flourishing like a luxuriant native tree, 
36 but he soon passed away and was no more; 
    though I looked for him, he could not be found. 
37 Consider the blameless, observe the upright; 
    a future awaits those who seek peace. 
38 But all sinners will be destroyed; 
    there will be no future for the wicked. 
39 The salvation of the righteous comes from the Lord; 
    he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 
40 The Lord helps them and delivers them; 
    he delivers them from the wicked and saves them, 
    because they take refuge in him. 

David writes Psalm 37 to contrast for us, “Look at the way God sees it. Look at the way He sees 
wickedness and evil, and look at the way He sees righteousness and truth. Stand for the right in 
a world of wrong,” because David reminds us we live right in a world of wrong by living more 
fully in the Lord. But how is that done? David said, in some of the most famous passages ever 
taken from the Psalms, four ways that we can live right in a world of wrong, living more fully in 
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the Lord. He said, “Trust in the Lord, take delight in the Lord, commit your way to the Lord, and 
be still before the Lord.” 

Living right in a world of wrong requires that we trust in the Lord. He said in verse 3: 

Trust in the Lord and do good; 
    dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 

Brennan Manning in his book Ruthless Trust, was writing about the experience of John 
Kavanaugh, a brilliant ethicist, who went to India in the slums of Calcutta to learn from Mother 
Teresa about the future of what God wanted him to do with the rest of his life. Mother Teresa is 
an amazing lady. When she was serving there in Calcutta, she was internationally known for her 
sacrifice and her devotion to the poor and living out the life that could show people Jesus. It's no 
wonder that people like John Kavanaugh would go to seek her out.  

He went there to work for three months in what she called “the house of the dying.” He was 
seeking a clear answer how to spend the rest of his life. On the first morning there he met 
Mother Teresa, and she asked him, “What can I do for you?” Kavanaugh asked her to pray for 
him. “Well, what do you want me to pray for,” she asked. 

He voiced the request that he had borne thousands of miles from the United States to find the 
answer to in India, “Pray that I have clarity,” he said. 

Mother Teresa said, “No, I will not do that.” Rather surprised, he asked her why. She said, 
“Clarity is the last thing you are clinging to and you must let go of.” 

But Kavanaugh said to her, “Well, it seems like you have the clarity I'm longing for.” 

She laughed at him. She said, “I've never had clarity, but what I always have had is trust, so I'm 
gonna pray that you will trust God.” 

Wow. We’re just like that aren’t we? How many times we say, “God just make it clear?” and so 
often it doesn't seem to get clear.  

But what God does ask many times when we pray for clarity is He’ll ask you, “What's the right 
thing? What's the right thing?” So many times we want to have things clear so then we can 
act. But God says, “No. You trust me.”  

What's beautiful about this is that when you are living a right life, when you are listening to God 
and what His word says, and you’re standing with Him in these things, you never have to 
wonder if you're right. Because when you stand with God on His word, and you trust God and 
do it, you will always be in the right. That’s what David learned: living right is living in the Lord 
and fully trusting Him. He said in verse 3: 

Trust in the Lord and do good; 
    dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 

That word “trust” is the confident assurance. I really am confident that God keeps His word, and 
standing in His word is the right thing to do. I trust it because I trust Him, so I'm going to trust 
God and do good. It's the word of the widest form of good. It encompasses all that's good or 
right. I'm going to do these right things because I trust that God is in them.  

“Dwell in the land.” It’s a phrase that means “make your permanent lodging there.” Do right by 
God and never move from that. “Enjoy safe pasture,” literally “to be fed.”   
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Trust in the Lord, do good, dwell in the land, make rightness with God your permanent location, 
and He will make sure your needs are met. You’ll never have to wonder. Don't try to figure 
everything out. Don't choose based on your own wisdom or desired outcomes. When it comes 
to doing right, listen to God and trust Him. David said in verse 27: 

Turn from evil and do good; 
    then you will dwell in the land forever. 
28 For the Lord loves the just 
    and will not forsake his faithful ones. 

Wrongdoers will be completely destroyed; 
    the offspring of the wicked will perish. 
29 The righteous will inherit the land 
    and dwell in it forever. 

Verse 3: 
3 Trust in the Lord and do good; 
    dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 

Not only trust in the Lord, but he said, “Living right in a world of wrong requires that we take 
delight in the Lord.” Verse 4: 

Take delight in the Lord, 
    and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

I like reading the Sunday paper. It’s usually afternoon or evening before I get to it. A while ago I 
was reading what was called the “Living” section. What I like reading about the “Living” section 
is it gives me a perspective on culture because it's telling me in there all the things I really need 
to be alive and why I feel so dead because I don't have these things.  

In this particular week that I was remembering, what I needed to be alive that week was a home 
in a new golf course community in the Gold Country that would help me get away from it all and 
be content. I thought, Wow, were it that easy. Just move to the Gold Country. I’ll get away from 
everything and find contentment. That's what the world’s looking for. When I heard that, it 
reminded me of what my friend Jerry Shevlin once wrote in his book Contentment.  

For several years, I served as the pastor of a church in Estes Park, Colorado. 

You ever been there? The place is gorgeous. 

Estes is a beautiful village at an elevation of 8,000 feet surrounded by snowcapped 
mountains year round. Because of its location at the entrance to the Rocky Mountain 
National Park, Estes is visited by over two million people during the summer months. 
Every year a number of those tourists return to make Estes Park their home.  

I would watch these new citizens come with great expectations about life in the Rockies. 
So many of them believed they were leaving their frustrations and dissatisfactions 
behind. It was only a matter of time before reality sunk in. Living in an attractive 
environment is enjoyable, but a change of location does not translate into a change of 
heart. To one degree or another, discontentment is something we carry within us. 

Do you know that hole of discontentment in your life is there by God's design? God puts it there 
in every one of us because God doesn't want us ever to be totally satisfied in anything without 
him. That dissatisfaction hole in our life that many call a “God-shaped void” is put there by God 
so that you will find it filled only by delight in Him. Without Jesus being our delight, we can try 
new homes, new jobs, new clothes, new spouses, but nothing will fill that longing in your heart. 
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Without Christ at the center, as the person of our delight, it's hard to live right because we will 
always be chasing after something else to fill what only God can fill. It’s not surprising what we 
will compromise to get what we think will satisfy us.  

Some people say, “Then, well why do so many Christians who claim to have Christ in them still 
seem to be chasing the stuff that the world is chasing?” Well, it’s a very good question.  

David said, “The answer is simple. While they may know God, God has not yet become their 
delight. Because if He were, they would not be chasing something else. They'd already have 
their heart’s desire.” David said, “The key to living right is finding your satisfaction and delight in 
the Lord.” That's why he said in verse 4: 

Take delight in the Lord, 
    and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

I love that word “delight.” It's the Hebrew word for “luxuriate.” It's kinda the idea of climbing into 
a hot tub of suds when your body’s aching and it’s like “Ahhhh, man, I don’t wanna move.” Or 
after a long, hard day where you’ve been on the road, or it's late and you’re exhausted, and you 
climb into a bed that feels better than any bed you've ever felt, and it's like, “Oh, man, we gotta 
get one of these.” You luxuriate in that moment. That's the word David used to describe what it 
is to delight in the Lord, you luxuriate in Him. In fact, you could read this: “Luxuriate in the Lord. 
Make Him your delight, and He will give you the desires of your heart.” 

That doesn't mean He's gonna give you whatever you want. “Lord, I delight in you. Now give me 
this, this, this, this, this, this, this, this, this.” No, that’s not the way it works. God is not the 
means to anything. He is the ultimate end to which every other means leads. You delight 
yourself in the Lord, God will put in your life the very things that are right to fulfill the deepest 
desires of your heart, the void in there that only He can fill because He knows your desires and 
what you long for better than you do. You delight yourself in Him, He'll fill you up with what really 
satisfies your desires.  

It was the secret to contentment and right living in every circumstance. You remember when 
Paul told the Philippians, “I've learned the secret”? Philippians 4 verse 10: 

I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you 
were concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not saying this because I 
am in need,  

Interesting phrase to write from a prison cell. 
11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever 
the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. 
I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or 
hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me 
strength. 

You hear what he’s saying? “I have learned a secret. I chased after things my life and then I 
found Jesus. He fills my life. I delight in Him, so now whether I'm in a prison cell or whether I'm 
at the Club Med at the beach, I'm content because the longing of my heart is satisfied by Jesus 
no matter what, no matter where. I delight myself in the Lord. That's the secret.” That’s why 
David said in Psalm 37 verse 16: 

Better the little that the righteous have 
    than the wealth of many wicked; 
17 for the power of the wicked will be broken, 
    but the Lord upholds the righteous. 
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Later David would write in Psalm 145 verse 15: 
15 The eyes of all look to you, 
    and you give them their food at the proper time. 
16 You open your hand 
    and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 

Amazing. When the Lord is your delight, you won’t spend your life chasing the wrong things, 
you’ll be living the right things which is why he said in verse 23: 

The Lord makes firm the steps 
    of the one who delights in him; 
24 though he may stumble, he will not fall, 
    for the Lord upholds him with his hand. 

Not only trust in the Lord and make Him your delight, but to live right in a world of wrong 
requires that we commit our way to the Lord. It says in verse 5: 

Commit your way to the Lord; 
    trust in him and he will do this: 
6 He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, 
    your vindication like the noonday sun. 

There was a pastor friend of mine from another church who called me up one day and said he 
wanted to talk, so we got together. We’d only been together a few minutes when he burst into 
tears. I thought, This is different, unlike him. Something must be really wrong. He related to me 
about a tough decision he had had to make for the good of the church, a strong, clearly biblical, 
moral decision that wasn't popular, but it was right.  

He related to me the pain of some people's reaction. People who only knew bits and pieces of 
the whole story were forming their own conclusions. He shared with me about the vile and 
slanderous, gossipy things that people were saying to him and about him in the church and in 
the community. He kept saying during our time, “All I wanted to do was the right thing.”  

I finally said to him, “You did. You did do the right thing. God never said doing the right thing 
would always be popular or easy or even understood or even appreciated even by Christians. 
But when you do the right thing, you then need to commit that way to the Lord and leave it in His 
hands or it will chew you up.” That's what David learned about living right in a world of wrong. 
He said in verse 5: 

Commit your way to the Lord; 
    trust in him and he will do this: 
6 He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, 
    your vindication like the noonday sun. 

“Commit your way to the Lord,” rolled down, rolled together, wallow in it, run down, run towards. 
When you have stood in the right, you run towards God and commit that way to Him, the way of 
right that you have chosen. Give yourself completely to God, choose His way of right, and let 
Him handle the rest. It’s exactly what Jesus did.  

You remember what Peter said in 1 Peter 2 verse 23?: 

When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no 
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 
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He stood for the right and committed his way to God. I have people come up fairly often, not 
every week but fairly often, saying things like this: “Do you know what so-and-so is saying about 
you?” 

“Ah, maybe.”  

Or, “I was at lunch the other day talking about my church, and somebody spoke up and said, 
‘Yeah, I know that guy’ and they began to say all these things about you and they weren't 
terribly positive.” 

You know, I used to feel like I had to defend myself and prove them wrong. I'd start writing out a  
letter of response or figure my point of retaliation. You gotta defend your name, you know. God 
would say, “Larry, why are you doing that? Why are you doing that? Do you think you can 
change their opinion? Let me ask you this: Is what they're saying about you true?” 

“No, it isn’t.”  

“Then don't worry about it. Did you do the right thing?” 

“I did.” 

“Then you commit your way to me you let me handle this. You don’t need to do 
anything.” 

David said, “This is what God will do when you do that. Commit your way to the Lord, trust in 
Him, and He will do this:  

He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, 
    your vindication like the noonday sun.” 

You see, when you try to do the right thing and you try to stand with God, you don't have to 
defend that. God will defend what’s right. Remember, there’s no pride or exultation in this on our 
part. It isn't like, “Okay, I'm not gonna say anything but God’s gonna get you, you creep.” I 
mean, it's not that kind of thing. That's not honoring to God either. But it is acknowledging, “God, 
they don't know the whole story, but you do. I commit my way to you because I trust you.” David 
said in Psalm 37 verse 30: 

The mouths of the righteous utter wisdom, 
    and their tongues speak what is just. 
31 The law of their God is in their hearts; 
    their feet do not slip. 
32 The wicked lie in wait for the righteous, 
    intent on putting them to death; 
33 but the Lord will not leave them in the power of the wicked 
    or let them be condemned when brought to trial. 

God is the judge. You stand in the right. You stand with Him. “Commit your way to me,” He said. 
“Let me handle this.” 

Not only trust in the Lord, delight in the Lord, and commit your way to the Lord, but to live right 
in a world of wrong requires we be still before the Lord. Verse 7: 

 Be still before the Lord 
    and wait patiently for him; 
do not fret when people succeed in their ways, 
    when they carry out their wicked schemes. 
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8 Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; 
    do not fret—it leads only to evil. 
9 For those who are evil will be destroyed, 
    but those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land. 

We are not a people that likes to wait. In fact, I came across research that's being done at MIT 
because apparently there's a problem that ketchup flows too slowly out of a bottle. Check this 
out.  

Ketchup flows out of a glass bottle at the rate of .028 mph, that’s slower than a 
Galapagos tortoise which, according to the San Diego Zoo, zips along at a blazing 
0.16 mph or 6 times faster than ketchup. But impatiently tapping your ketchup bottle 
soon might be a thing of the past. Dave Smith, a PhD candidate at MIT and a team of 
MIT mechanical engineers and nanotechnologists have offered a possible solution to the 
slow ketchup problem. 

I didn’t even know we had one, but we do. 

After months of research, Smith and his team developed Liquid Glide which they define 
as a kind of structured liquid that's rigid like a solid but lubricated like a liquid. The 
researchers say that coating the inside of a bottle with Liquid Glide will cause ketchup 
and other sauces to slide out faster than a Galapagos tortoise. 

Smith claims that the sauce industry which rakes in $17 billion a year would love to get 
their hands on this invention.  

The time.com article concluded: 

Let's hope some big companies bite. I'm tired of waiting for ketchup to land on my 
cheeseburger. 

An article on National Public Radio claimed that we have become the “impatient nation.” That 
was their phrase. We want quick answers to complex problems. The article put it like this: 

We speed date, eat fast food, use the self checkout lines in the grocery store, try the one 
weekend diet, pay extra for overnight shipping, honk when the light turns green, thrive or 
die on one quarter's earnings reports, speak in half sentences, and we tweet our life 
story in 140 characters or less, and we’re trying to find ways to do it quicker. 

We’re not a people that likes to wait. “God, I ask you for this yesterday. I haven’t seen anything 
yet. I've been praying for two weeks for my spouse to become a Christian. Nothing’s happening. 
I've been praying 20 years for my loved one to come to Jesus. I haven’t seen anything happen.” 
Our impatience can affect how we live right as we wait on God in a world of wrong. David said, 
“We need times to be still and wait.” Verse 7: 

Be still before the Lord 
    and wait patiently for him; 
do not fret when people succeed in their ways, 
    when they carry out their wicked schemes. 

Don't get all worked up when you see things going against how you’re praying. They’re not 
winning. Look at verse 8: 

Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; 
    do not fret—it leads only to evil. 
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You get impatient, you start acting on your own, you're gonna make a mess. Verse 9: 
 For those who are evil will be destroyed, 
    but those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land. 

It may take God your lifetime or longer, but he always does what’s right. David said, “Be still.” 
Literally the word “be still” could be translated “be dumb, don't say anything, don't do anything, 
don't take things in your own hands, wait.” You put it in God's hands. You committed your way 
to Him. You’ve asked of Him, and you trust Him. Wait on him. Don't try to make things happen. 
Realize the greatness of God. Stop striving, stop fretting, stop trying to make things happen. 
Psalm 46 verse 10: 

He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; 
    I will be exalted among the nations, 
    I will be exalted in the earth.” 
11 The Lord Almighty is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

That day is coming. The Lord Almighty is with us, the God of Jacob is our fortress. Stop and 
remember, I am God. I'm at work. I'm with you. “Wait patiently for Him,” David said. Remember, 
we’re not just waiting for anyone. We’re waiting for God to act, the God who knows all and sees 
all and never is early or late, and never makes a mistake. That's who we’re waiting for. We get 
tired of waiting on others because sometimes they forget and don't come through. But God 
never does. He always comes through. Sometimes when we don't wait we make things worse. 
David said in Psalm 37 verse 9: 

For those who are evil will be destroyed, 
    but those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land. 
10 A little while, and the wicked will be no more; 
    though you look for them, they will not be found. 
11 But the meek will inherit the land 
    and enjoy peace and prosperity. 
12 The wicked plot against the righteous 
    and gnash their teeth at them; 
13 but the Lord laughs at the wicked, 
    for he knows their day is coming. 

Verse 34: 

Hope in the Lord 
    and keep his way. 
He will exalt you to inherit the land; 
    when the wicked are destroyed, you will see it. 
35 I have seen a wicked and ruthless man 
    flourishing like a luxuriant native tree, 
36 but he soon passed away and was no more; 
    though I looked for him, he could not be found. 
37 Consider the blameless, observe the upright; 
    a future awaits those who seek peace. 
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People, we live by faith not by sight. It may look at times like God’s not seeing or He’s not 
listening. He’s not doing anything. Don't fret, He's there. He's working. Be still. Wait patiently. Do 
right. Those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land. You see, the really good thing about living 
right is that it honors God and you never have to change anything. No matter what your 
circumstance or what your situation or what you're facing, you don’t have to change anything 
because you live right.  

If you knew you had 24 hours to live and were gonna face God -- and by the way you may have 
less than that -- if you had 24 hours to live and you knew you were gonna face God, what would 
you have to change to bring your life right with Him? The answer should be – nothing. I 
shouldn’t have to change anything. 

John Wesley, a great evangelist, was once asked by his friend, “John, suppose you knew you 
were gonna die by midnight tomorrow. How would you spend your time until then?” 

“I would spend it,” Wesley replied, “exactly as I expect to spend it now. I’d preach tonight in 
Gloucester. I’d get up early tomorrow morning and proceed to Tewksbury where I would preach 
in the afternoon. Then I would go to the Martin’s house in the evening, talk with Mr. Martin, pray 
with the family, retire putting myself in the Father's care, and wake up in heaven.” 

You see, when you’re living right there isn’t a lot you have to change. When you're living right, 
you don't have to fret and worry about all the other stuff that's going around you. You don’t have 
to worry what people are saying or where the culture is going or what people think of you. You 
see, when Jesus comes, I don't have to change anything. I want Him to find me living right in a 
world of wrong.  

David said, “That could happen if I would trust in Him, if I would trust in the Lord, take delight in 
the Lord, commit my way to the Lord, and be still before the Lord and wait patiently for Him to 
do all that He promised.”  

Some say, “You know what? It's too late for me live a right life. I've done too much stuff, too 
many bad things, too much evil, too much water under the bridge.” 

I say, “Whoa, wait a minute. If you're still breathing it's never too late to say ‘I want to start living 
right for God,’ but today is the day to choose it.” David closed out this psalm in verse 39: 

The salvation of the righteous comes from the Lord; 
    he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 
40 The Lord helps them and delivers them; 
    he delivers them from the wicked and saves them, 
    because they take refuge in him. 

Living right in a world of wrong. 

Father, thank you for this reminder. There's none of us that gets it right all the time. That's why 
I'm sure glad that you're there and you see everything. David said that at times we may stumble 
along the way, but if we’re trying to live right we’ll never completely fall. God, there’s such a 
difference between trying to right and occasionally stumbling and claiming to live right but 
knowing we’re living wrong. Lord, we don't expect the world to hold your views because they 
don’t know you, just like at times in our lives and my life I didn’t know you either. But now many 
of us do. . .  

 


