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Long Live the King 
 
Hello, my name is Larry Adams, and I want to take a moment to personally thank you for tuning into this 
week's podcast where you downloaded or are streaming this week's Bible message. I hope it will be a 
great encouragement to you, and it's our prayer that God will use it to strengthen your faith.  

I just want be sure to tell you too that we in no way intend for this message to be a replacement for your 
weekly involvement in a good local church. We hope that you are involved in a church in your 
community to worship, grow, and serve and to sit under the authority of pastors and teachers who can 
speak into your lives. We also realize that around the world there are places where there is no local 
church, so we’re hoping that these messages each week will be a great encouragement to you and 
anyone else you may be gathering with to pray with, encourage, and to share with in this message. 
Thank you again for downloading this message, and we hope it will be a great blessing in your life. 

 
If you have your Bible, I’d like you to open to Acts 17. We’re going to be looking at a portion of scripture 
where Paul boldly walked into one of the San Franciscos of his day, or one of the L.A.s of his day, or 
one of the Chicagos or New Yorks of his day. It was one of the cultural population centers of the empire 
at Athens. He stood up in the market place, the Aeropagus, which was kind of like a first-century think 
tank. He stood up amongst the skeptics and the philosophers and the university professors of the day, 
and he boldly proclaimed the truth of Jesus Christ that sent a shockwave through that society, and 
saved many people who believed. Paul was waiting in Athens for his travelling companions to arrive, 
Silas and Timothy. As he waited, he looked around and saw all of these idols, all of this religion – so 
much like our world today. So many religious people, so many spiritual people, but, as Paul said, they 
are ignorant of the true God. Amazing! In Acts 17:22-, it tell us:  
 

22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that in 
every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects 
of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you are ignorant 
of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 

24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does 
not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he 
needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From 
one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out 
their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they 
would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one 
of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have 
said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 

29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold 
or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked 
such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day 
when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of 
this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 



32 When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others said, 
“We want to hear you again on this subject.” 33 At that, Paul left the Council. 34 Some of the 
people became followers of Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, a member of the 
Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, and a number of others. 

Let’s pray for a moment: 

Father, there is a need for such a boldness today, in every one of our lives. That we will not 
succumb to the relentless pressure of world religions, of philosophies, idolatry and distortions, 
that seek to squeeze us into the belief that Christianity is just one among many religions, and 
Jesus is just one among many religious leaders. You are God, come in human flesh. You lived 
and died and rose again and You are alive today. Everything You promised is true. Everything 
You said will happen. The life You promised to give, is ours That is the message of Easter 
Sunday, that’s why we celebrate the resurrection. We have a king who is alive, who has 
conquered sin and death and the grave. Now, because You live, we live. So we cry together, 
“Long Live the King!” We praise You, God. Speak to us now. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Long live the King! Long live the King! (“Amens” from crowd) You know, you shout that out in most 
crowds, and you don’t get the answer I just got. You shout that out in most crowds, and their first 
thought is Elvis Presley or Michael Jackson, or some other pop star. That’s what happens when you 
yell out, “Long live the king.” In fact, in some of today’s surveys of history’s most influential people, Elvis 
Presley is still consistently listed higher in influence than Jesus Christ. Elvis may have been the king of 
rock and roll, but his reign tragically ended August 16, 1977 at the age of 42. He was buried in a grave 
next to his swimming pool at Graceland Mansion, a huge bronze slab placed over the top. His body is 
still in there. But that doesn’t stop people every year from claiming they’ve seen him, or that the king is 
alive. He isn’t. They haven’t. Because Elvis Presley is dead and is still in the grave.  

You see when anyone claims that a person that everyone knows is dead, is alive, usually they get 
placed in the category of a misguided weirdo, or an outright deceiver, and rightly so. Unless, the one 
Who was dead, Whom they claim to be alive now, is none other than Jesus Christ Himself, the King 
Who lives forever. You see, this is Easter Sunday, Resurrection Sunday: the day the world remembers 
the King Who died and rose again. This resurrection is not a legend. It’s not a story. It is not a 
misguided illusion. It is genuine, proven, historical fact. Jesus Christ is God, come in human flesh. He 
lived. He died, and He rose again. Hundreds saw Him die, publicly displayed on a Roman cross. His 
death was attested to by soldiers and governors alike. Two of Jerusalem’s most respected citizens, 
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus of the Jewish ruling council, wrapped and prepared His body for 
burial, and then an elite temple guard sealed Him in the tomb. But three days later on an early Sunday 
morning, that tomb exploded with life. Jesus is alive. The guards saw Him. Mary saw Him. The disciples 
saw Him. Paul saw Him. Over 500 men and women saw Him at one time, and these were not fleeting 
appearances. Over the next 40 days, this Jesus appeared to people, He talked with people, He ate with 
people, He was seen by people in and around Jerusalem and Galilee. And when the time was right, He 
went out to the Mount of Olives, next to Jerusalem, in the full view of the city, and in broad daylight, in 
front of everybody, He arose into Heaven in their presence, declaring as He went, “As you see Me go, I 
will return! I am the King Who lives forever.” Long Live the King! (cheers from crowd) 

Nothing in secret. Nothing hidden. Hundreds of credible public witnesses  testified to His death, burial 
and resurrection. Which is why Peter later proclaimed publicly a truth that everyone knew they could 
not deny. Acts 2:32: “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it.” King Jesus is 
alive. It is the resurrection of Jesus Christ that validates the truth of all Jesus is, and all that He did. It is 
the one fact that sets Jesus apart from every other religious leader and every other religion.  



Paul went on to say that if there is no resurrection, then Christianity is as bankrupt as every other 
religion. Those who follow Jesus are most to be pitied. BUT, he said, if there is no resurrection, then 
Christianity is false. BUT, if there is no resurrection, then you are still in your sins. BUT, if there is no 
resurrection, you are lost like everyone else who follows false religions. BUT if there is no resurrection, 
then you are most to be pitied of all people for following Jesus. BUT BUT BUT! Christ has indeed been 
raised from the dead! (I don’t mean anything off-color about this, but that is the greatest “but” you’ll ever 
see!) I’m telling you! That makes all the difference! (big cheers from crowd) 

“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 
22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 1 Corinthians 15: 20-22 

Amen! 

That’s why Max Lucado wrote, “The resurrection of Jesus Christ proves that my life is not futile, my sins 
are not fatal, and my death is not final!” Jesus is alive! And all who believe in Him will live forever. Long 
Live the King! 

As Paul taught that day in Athens, the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the proof that Jesus is the King 
who lives forever. What does the resurrection prove? That Jesus is the Sovereign Creator King, and He 
is the only Savior King.  

The resurrection proves that Jesus is our Sovereign Creator King. 

Paul said, in Acts 17:24-26 

The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not 
live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed 
anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. From one man 
he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth, and he marked out their 
appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 

My office printer took a dump a couple weeks ago, wouldn’t print a thing. I figured out how they do this, 
they sell you a printer for $39 but it’s $159 for ink every time you need to refill. They’ve got this thing 
dialed in! But when my printer took a dump, I wasn’t worried because I know how to fix it. They taught 
me in high school; they taught me in college. I didn’t learn it in tech class, they taught me in my science 
class. Here’s how you fix it: you take a bag, you put inside plastic, copper, rubber, glass, ink, metal and 
you seal it up and you shake it. And you shake it, shake it, shake it. If you shake it long enough, they 
told me, it will start forming little buttons with icons on them. It will start forming little wires that will hook 
up to the right buttons and go to the brain that is formed inside the computer. Not only that, the glass 
knows right where to go. Eventually, you shake it long enough, it will form a platen on the top with a 
cover. The metal will form screws that go into just the perfectly-aligned threads, and it will make a wire 
come out the back so you can plug it in and get power to it. Not only that, if you shake it long enough, 
you’ll even get WiFi! That’s what they taught me in high school and college.  

Absurd, you say? Of course it is. Everybody knows it’s absurd. You can’t make or fix a computer that 
way or a printer! You can’t get something that complex to come out of random shaking! Time + energy 
+ chance doesn’t create anything! Yet in high school and college, they taught me, that’s how I was 
made. That’s how the world was made. That’s how the solar system was made. That’s how the 
universe was put together. Time + energy + chance (with enough shaking) made you and me. It’s a lie! 



Don’t believe it! It didn’t come about by randomness! You are not somebody’s mess! I don’t know about 
you, but I ain’t no monkey’s uncle! (applause) 

Paul said in Acts 17:24-25: 

24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does 
not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he 
needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 

You see, Jesus is not only the creator, He is sovereign. He is sovereign. That’s why Paul said (Acts 
17:25-26): 

He is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone 
life and breath and everything else. From one man He made all the nations, that they should 
inhabit the whole earth, and He marked out their appointed times in history, and the boundaries 
of their lands. 

Do you want to know why you are living today, and not a hundred years ago? Do you want to know why 
you are living where you are, on your cul-de-sac or your street? Because God put you there. You may 
have a hundred reasons why you are where you are, and you think you made all the choices that got 
you where you are, but I’m telling you, you were shaped by a God who said, I’m setting the boundaries 
for you. I know right where you are going to be and you’re going to be there at My command. It’s 
amazing. 

A lot of people don’t believe that and you don’t have to. One thing about truth, it doesn’t matter if you 
believe it or not, it’s still true. It’s still true.  

God doesn’t need us, we need Him. That’s why Paul said, “He gives us life and breath and everything 
else.” You know what the word “everything else” means in the Greek? It means “everything else”! Paul 
said, without God we have no life. Without God we have no breath. Without God we have no THING! 
Nothing! He gives life and breath and everything else. You owe your next heartbeat to God and so do I. 
You owe your next breath to Him. He is a gracious God. Even people who oppose Him, He lets breathe 
His air, drink His water, eat His food, wear His clothes, live in His world. But they don’t have life, they 
have existence.  

Jesus is the Sovereign Creator King. He knows your thoughts before you can even think them. He 
knows your words before you speak them. He knows your deeds before you do them. You see, you 
and I are not subjects of some random accident. Our lives are not a coincidence. Even the hard things 
we face, the tragedies we go through and the difficulties, are used by a God Who is sovereign, to shape 
and perform His eternal purpose. When you know that, you face them differently. He is the eternal God. 
He has always been and He always will be. He lives. Because of that, we also will live, if we trust Him. 
The God who is sovereign creator is able to keep that life for you, and to give you that life, if you trust in 
Him. Those who trust in Him will never be disappointed, because nothing will ever be able to take that 
life away from you. Sin will not take it, death will not take it, the grave will not take it because the 
Sovereign Creator King is the One Who gave you that life when you trust Him. 

Paul said in Acts 17:31 “He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” He ever 
lives! Long Live the King! 

Not only is He our Sovereign Creator King, but … 



The resurrection proves that Jesus is our only Savior King. 

Paul said (Acts 17:27-31) 

27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though 
he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of 
your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 

29 Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold 
or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. (You can’t just invent your own 
God and think they are going to do anything! They are worthless!) 30 In the past God overlooked 
such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent (to turn around). 31 For 
he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has 
given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead. 

If you have been around here for a while, I’ve told a few lifeguard stories from my old days when I used 
to work at the beach. Being a lifeguard is not glamorous. My police and fireman friends have described 
their jobs well, and this is the life of a lifeguard: long periods of boredom, interspersed with moments of 
sheer terror. That’s what being a lifeguard is like. I remember sitting on the stand one day, keeping an 
eye on the water. Everybody is having a good time on the holiday except me, I’m working. I’m sitting 
there thinking, what am I doing!? Well, this lady comes running up screaming that her son is drowning. 
I’m looking out at the water, and I’m not seeing him. Then I see this guy, going up and down, it looked 
like he was swimming, but he started to struggle. I said, all right, he does look like he is having a hard 
time, in fact, I saw him going down a little longer than he should. So I dove in, swam all the way out 
there, did everything as they trained me, came up from underneath, grabbed him around the front, lifted 
him up on my chest out of the water so he could breathe.  

I still remember the kid says, “What are you doing?!” (laughter). Not “thank you” or “I’m glad you’re 
here”. “What are you doing!?” 

I said, “I’m saving you!” (laughter).  

“I don’t need to be saved! Let me go!” 

So I let him go and he bobbed and dunked all the way over to the raft. 

I thought about this, this week when I was reading this section of Paul’s message to the Athenians. You 
see, that kid is like a lot of people. A LOT of people: drowning in their sin, lives torn apart by so much 
struggle. They know things aren’t working but they don’t know why. And as they get older, they get 
more in despair because they know they are running out of time to make it work. Even in the midst of all 
of that, when they know things aren’t working, they still have no sense of their need for help, their need 
to be saved.  

Paul said, God did all of this: made us aware of Jesus, showed Him as the creator, gave us all that 
there is so we could know His greatness. We could see our frailty and we could see our pain and we 
could see what sin was doing, that we might seek Him and perhaps find Him, though He is not far from 
each one of us. So God allows things at times, to get our attention. I’ve seen people profess to be 
atheists – but when they find out they have a serious form of cancer, suddenly they are a lot more open 
to God. In a nation like ours that goes on about its business most days without ever giving God a 
second thought, then you get a 911 – an attack from the outside, and godless people are found 



standing on the steps of the capitol, singing hymns and praying in public! You know the ban on prayer 
in schools? If you were around long enough to remember when we got attacked, the ban was lifted! 
People were praying in public schools, crying out to God for protection! But where does it go? Where 
does that sense of need go when we get back to a place of complacency?  

Paul said (Acts 17:27): “27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and 
find him, though he is not far from any one of us.” 

Howard Hendricks, the great professor at Dallas Seminary used to say, “ Our need for God is always 
greater than any awareness of that need.”  

Paul told the Athenians, you’ve got a lot of religion, but you don’t have God. Can you think of any better 
satanic deception than to get people to think, “I’m religious, I’m spiritual, so therefore I have God.” That 
isn’t how it works. The Athenians had a whole city full of gods, and every single one of them was false.  

Paul said, “You’re worshipping in ignorance. You’re going through all these motions for nothing. If you 
want life, you need to be saved. You need to have relationship with God, because religion won’t do it.” 
Interestingly, he quotes from two of their stoic and epicurean philosopher poets. Paul was well-read. He 
knew whom these people respected. He said, “You talk about relationship with God - even your own 
secular poets acknowledge the need to have relationship with God.” And he quotes them in verse 28: 
“28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his 
offspring.’”  

He is quoting from Epimenides and Aratis, two philosophers well-known to the people who were telling 
them, “Of course we have connection with god! We’re his offspring.” Yet you are making gods out of 
stone, and wood. What gives?!  

What you worship in ignorance, I (Paul) am about to tell you. Paul knew we couldn’t be God’s offspring 
without help. We are made in God’s image, but that image has been severely marred by sin and all of 
us have sinned and fall short of His glory. All of us. We are dead in our trespasses and sins, Paul told 
the Ephesians. The wages of sin is death. People, God is life! If you are separated from God in any 
way, you are, by definition, dead! You have existence, but you have no life. If you die with sin still in 
your life, separated from God, you will know what eternal death is! It is real. 

My skin crawls sometimes when I hear people say, “Well, I’m not too concerned about Heaven, 
because I don’t care if I don’t go there. I’m going to be in Hell with all my friends and it’s going to be a 
party.” I think – you can’t be that stupid! Hell is not a party! It’s real. It’s the opposite of everything 
Heaven is. It’s not going to be a party! The Bible describes it as total isolation. Cut off from every other 
external contact. Heaven is light; Hell is darkness – total darkness. You are given a new body that can 
burn without ever being consumed. You live in that dark, isolated, burning agony, FOREVER! God 
didn’t teach this to scare anybody. You can’t scare people into Heaven. He shares this with us so that 
we won’t be ignorant. You make a choice, it’s clear what you’re deciding. You are in death already – 
you’re going to be in death forever, if you die with your sins; but I’m offering you life.  

(Acts 17:27): “27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, 
though he is not far from any one of us.” 

Paul said, He is not far from us. He loves us. He died for us. He rose again. He is offering hope, 
forgiveness and eternal life if you’ll believe in Him.  



Jeremiah 29:13: “13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” 

Paul said in Romans 10:9: “9 If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

You can have all the religion you want, but it won’t save you. Only relationship with God. 

Paul said in Acts 17:31b: “31He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 

I know people are confused by religion. I was too, for a long time. But when you peel back the veneer of 
it, it becomes pretty easy to see. That’s why every Easter I am always careful to share with people, 
don’t be confused by the religious morass that’s out there. It’s a smoke screen. All the religions of the 
world except four are just philosophy. That’s all. Men invented them who had no more connection with 
God that we do. Yet they invented religions and all these systems, and the gods to go with them. 
People labor under this junk. It’s pure philosophy. That’s all it is. Of the four that are left, they are not 
based on philosophy, they are based on the life and teaching of their founders.  

Judaism, based on the life and teaching of Abraham.  
Buddhism, on the life and teaching of Gautama, the first Buddha.  
Islam, based on the life and teaching of Mohammed.  
And Christianity, on Jesus Christ.  
 
People – look at the facts: Abraham died, was buried in a cave at Machpelah next to his wife Sarah. His 
body is still in the grave, because he was just a man. Gautama, the first Buddha, died in a search for 
truth, going into the Himalayas. He was buried in a village named Kusinara, and his body is still in the 
tomb because he was just a man. Mohammed died in June 8, 632 A.D. at the age of 62. He was buried 
in a tomb in Medina in Western Saudi Arabia, north of Mecca. His body is still there; he was just a man. 
Jesus Christ died on or about April 6, 30 A.D. at the age of 33. He was buried in a tomb in Jerusalem, 
sealed with a stone, guarded by soldiers to keep the body in the grave. But all those efforts failed. Do 
you know why? Because sin could not defeat Him. Death could not over power him, and the grave 
could not hold him. Because, you see, Jesus Christ IS the King. He conquered sin, death and the grave 
for all of us who believe. He is alive today to prove it. He is still saving people who believe. He is alive. 
He is God. He is sovereign. He is creator. He is our Savior King and God has given proof of this to 
everyone by raising Him from the dead. That’s why God’s people still say “Long Live the King!” 

You know, eight years ago, I came across a message by a man who has become one of my favorite 
preachers. He is no longer alive, he died at the age of 87. His name is S.M. Lockridge. Shadrach 
Meshach Lockridge. He said in the sermon that you are about to hear an excerpt from, “Shadrach 
Meshach? How come they didn’t call you Abednego? Because (he told them), every time I would use 
the word, they thought I was saying ‘I’m a bad Negro’! So (he said) Shadrach Meshach was enough.” 

This guy was a powerful preacher for forty years in a Baptist church in San Diego. He preached all over 
the world, but he is most noted for a message he presented one day, over 60 minutes long, called 
“That’s My King.” Because he understood, if you don’t know the true Jesus, you can’t be saved. You 
can have religion coming out your ears. You can even say you believe in Jesus – but if He is not the 
right Jesus, if He is not the Jesus of the Bible, your faith is in vain! I can’t preach it the way S.M. 
Lockridge can do it. He had a gift I don’t have. But we have an excerpt from his sermon. If you are 
going to reject this Jesus, you better know Who you are rejecting. If you are going to believe in Him, 
you’ll have the utmost confidence that you have the King who is King. Listen to this: (video with these 



words displayed. The following is a longer version than the video showed).  
 

My King was born King. The Bible says He's a Seven Way King. He's the King of the Jews - 
that's an Ethnic King. He's the King of Israel - that's a National King. He's the King of 
righteousness. He's the King of the ages. He's the King of Heaven. He's the King of glory. He's 
the King of kings and He is the Lord of lords. Now that's my King.  
 
Well, I wonder if you know Him. Do you know Him? Don't try to mislead me. Do you know my 
King? David said the Heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament shows His 
handiwork. My King is the only one of whom there are no means of measure that can define His 
limitless love. No far seeing telescope can bring into visibility the coastline of the shore of His 
supplies. No barriers can hinder Him from pouring out His blessing.  
 
He's enduringly strong. He's entirely sincere. He's eternally steadfast. He's immortally graceful. 
He's imperially powerful. He's impartially merciful. That's my King. He's God's Son. He's the 
sinner's saviour. He's the centerpiece of civilization. He stands alone in Himself. He's honest. 
He's unique. He's unparalleled. He's unprecedented. He's supreme. He's pre-eminent. He's the 
grandest idea in literature. He's the highest personality in philosophy. He's the supreme problem 
in higher criticism. He's the fundamental doctrine of historic theology. He's the carnal necessity 
of spiritual religion. That's my King.  
 
He's the miracle of the age. He's the superlative of everything good that you choose to call Him. 
He's the only one able to supply all our needs simultaneously. He supplies strength for the 
weak. He's available for the tempted and the tried. He sympathizes and He saves. He's the 
Almighty God who guides and keeps all his people. He heals the sick. He cleanses the lepers. 
He forgives sinners. He discharged debtors. He delivers the captives. He defends the feeble. He 
blesses the young. He serves the unfortunate. He regards the aged. He rewards the diligent and 
He beautifies the meek. That's my King.  
 
Do you know Him? Well, my King is a King of knowledge. He's the wellspring of wisdom. He's 
the doorway of deliverance. He's the pathway of peace. He's the roadway of righteousness. 
He's the highway of holiness. He's the gateway of glory. He's the master of the mighty. He's the 
captain of the conquerors. He's the head of the heroes. He's the leader of the legislatures. He's 
the overseer of the overcomers. He's the governor of governors. He's the prince of princes. He's 
the King of kings and He's the Lord of lords. That's my King.  
 
His office is manifold. His promise is sure. His light is matchless. His goodness is limitless. His 
mercy is everlasting. His love never changes. His Word is enough. His grace is sufficient. His 
reign is righteous. His yoke is easy and His burden is light. I wish I could describe Him to you . . 
. but He's indescribable. That's my King. He's incomprehensible, He's invincible, and He is 
irresistible.  
 
I'm coming to tell you this, that the heavens of heavens can't contain Him, let alone some man 
explain Him. You can't get Him out of your mind. You can't get Him off of your hands. You can't 
outlive Him and you can't live without Him. The Pharisees couldn't stand Him, but they found out 
they couldn't stop Him. Pilate couldn't find any fault in Him. The witnesses couldn't get their 
testimonies to agree about Him. Herod couldn't kill Him. Death couldn't handle Him and the 
grave couldn't hold Him. That's my King.  
 
He always has been and He always will be. I'm talking about the fact that He had no 



predecessor and He'll have no successor. There's nobody before Him and there'll be nobody 
after Him. You can't impeach Him and He's not going to resign. That's my King! That's my King!  
 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Well, all the power belongs to my King. 
We're around here talking about black power and white power and green power, but in the end 
all that matters is God's power. Thine is the power. Yeah. And the glory. We try to get prestige 
and honor and glory for ourselves, but the glory is all His. Yes. Thine is the Kingdom and the 
power and glory, forever and ever and ever and ever. How long is that? Forever and ever and 
ever and ever. . . And when you get through with all of the ever's, then . . .Amen! 

 

(Raucous applause) 

That’s my King! That’s my King! Is that your King today? If He is, then you know that you have put your 
faith in the King who is the Sovereign Creator. He is the One Who is our only Savior. He can be your 
King today if you’ll trust Him. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising Him from the dead. Long 
Live the King. 

Father, thank you for this Easter Sunday. Thank you for all that it means to us who have 
believed. Thank you for the hope it puts in our hearts. Thank you for the confidence. Thank you 
for the assurance. Thank you for the strength and the forgiveness and the life. I’m thankful today 
to know that You are still saving people who believe and confess that You are Lord, and You 
are raised from the dead. Long Live the King. 

While you are praying this morning and your heads are bowed and your eyes are closed, I have to ask 
you, “Do you know Him? Have you invited this King to come into your life to forgive you?” Don’t let 
another Easter come and go. You already know Who you are rejecting. There is no other, He is the one 
and only. God has given proof of this, by raising Him from the dead. By grace we are saved, through 
faith, it’s not of ourselves, but a gift from God, not by works, so no one can boast. It’s a gift. God gives 
this forgiveness and eternal life to those who ask Him and trust Him for it, and give their lives to 
following Him. If you are ready to become a follower of Jesus - this eternal, living Jesus - then ask Him 
to save you right now and He will. The prayer won’t save you, but your faith will save you, because you 
are putting your faith in this Sovereign King. In fact, you can pray just like this:  

Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner. I know now that it is my sin that separates me from You. I 
believe You love me - that’s why You came to die for me, in my place, for my sins on that cross. 
When You died, my payment was made. You died, so I could live. You took my sin and paid my 
price. You were buried in a tomb but the grave couldn’t hold You. Three days later, You 
conquered sin and death and the grave for me. You are alive. So I ask You, Lord Jesus, please, 
come live in me. Wash away all of my sin, forgive me. Thank You for being my King. Long Live 
the King.  

While your heads are bowed and eyes are closed, I want to ask, if you prayed that today, I want you to 
know that, God has come to live in you in the person of the Holy Spirit and your sin is forgiven. You 
have been brought in to a new relationship with God – a new beginning. The start of a whole new life. I 
want to pray for you and help you with that. So if you prayed to receive the Lord today, at the close of 
the service, wherever you are, if you would come for just a moment to the prayer room. We have some 
materials we want to give you to help you grow in your faith. I want to pray for you right now, not by 
name, but just to thank God for you. 



If you prayed with me this morning, would you just lift up your hand to say, “I’m not ashamed to say that 
I accepted the Lord today.” (lots of raised hands) God sees you all. That’s the most important thing. I 
want you to know today that God sees and responds to your faith. 

Father, thank you for these people who today are trusting you, because like so many of us, they 
now believe. And You will keep your promise. You have kept it. They are saved by faith and 
Your grace. Help us to come along these precious ones and encourage them. It’s a new 
beginning. For all the rest of us, God help us to see that even in our trials and struggles, we are 
in the hands of a sovereign God. You have promised that one day, when these old things of 
earth are gone, we are going to celebrate with You, our King who lives forever. As we sing this 
song, God, let us open our hearts to You, that the King of Glory may come in. We thank You in 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 


