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Christ and the City 
 
Hi Everyone. My name is Larry Adams and I want to take a moment to thank you for 
downloading the podcast of this message. At Golden Hills we are committed to exalting 
Jesus and preaching the Word. Your downloading of this message is a great 
encouragement to us, as we know that our ministry is going out to spread God’s Word all 
over the world. 

We want you to know, too, that in no way do we intend these messages to be a 
replacement for your involvement in a good local church, where, sitting under the 
authority of pastors and other teachers, you can learn to worship, grow and serve and be 
engaged with a body of believers where you can grow in the grace and knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

We realize also, that some of you may be in areas of the world where there is no local 
church. Therefore, we hope these messages you are using, to gather with your family or 
other believers, or people from the community that it will be a great encouragement to 
you, as you hear God speak into your life, helping you to become disciples who are true, 
reproducing followers of Jesus Christ. 

Pastor Phil Ward, Pastor to Young Adults (Kairos Ministry) 

Christian writers try to give us words to understand how we should relate to culture. One 
such prominent Christian thinker is a guy named Richard Niebuhr. What he did is to list 
five of these approaches. I am only going to give you a couple, because I don’t really 
agree with him, and I don’t want to waste the time. But anyway, he has five of these 
approaches. He said one of the approaches is Christ against culture – that Jesus is 
against culture. I kinda go – that’s weird! Because, you and I are speaking English today 
as a part of our culture. So is Jesus against English?! That’s weird! I like wearing 
baseball hats. I prefer baseball hats. If I could preach in a baseball hat, that’s what I 
would do. So if Christ is against culture, is he against me wearing a baseball hat? What 
kind of weirdness is that? Or Richard Niebuhr goes on to say, there are other things too, 
like Christ is “over” culture, as though He is sort of hovering over, like, “I won’t lower 
myself to such things.” Like He just cares about saving your soul and that’s it. I go, 
really? Is that it? So Jesus has no concern whatsoever about culture? Then why in the 
world did He come in human form and wear clothes, and eat certain kinds of food? Why 
didn’t He just go “Ok, everyone is saved, so I can stay in Heaven and not bother with this 
culture nonsense.” No! Those are over-simplifications.  

Culture is difficult. Culture is a difficult thing to define, to really understand, it’s a difficult 
thing for us to know how to relate to it. Unfortunately, the church has often times done 
one of two things: we’ve either looked at culture and we go “yuck!” and we reject more 
than we ought to about the culture. OR we look at culture and we go “Oh! This is 
awesome!” and we embrace more of the culture than we ought to. But generally 
speaking, we have the tendency to do one or the other because we want to simplify it. I 
want to say, “Good riddance to culture!” But we need it!  



A biblical approach is to balance those two things. A biblical approach is to look at 
culture and say, there are incredibly good things about culture! Namely, I like talking and 
being understood. That’s good (generally speaking). It’s good that we have art. It’s good 
that we can sing. Culture, culture, culture. But there is some nasty stuff in the culture. 
We as a church should categorically reject that bad stuff. But it is a balance.  

So how do we relate to culture? You and I sitting here today – we need to answer that 
question. How do you as a Christian relate to culture? This is not a question of 
preference, this is a question of discipleship. So for you and me, who are parents in this 
room, we must answer this question for ourselves because we are tasked biblically with 
discipling our children and if we refuse to disciple our children, then the guilt is on us. 
And we will set them up to fail miserably in culture because they have no clue how to 
use Christianity and the Bible and relate to culture because we have not taught them.  

So you and I have to answer this question. We need to do so biblically. So we can 
disciple the next generation. That’s exactly what I want to do today. 

Look at Jeremiah 29:1-11. This is a great letter that Jeremiah penned, writing to the 
exiles. As we look at this chapter, I want to help us unpack this idea of relating to culture 
as Christians. How do we do that? Unfortunately, I can’t give all of the stuff I have today, 
but fortunately, Larry has asked me to speak two more times in July, so what I am doing 
is combining this message with the two coming up in July, and they will all come 
together: three messages, one idea – BOOM! And you’ll be equipped.  

Not only that, but on June 9, we’re having a “Live Ask GHCC” event, where Dennis 
DeFrates, Larry Adams, Ryan Hsu and myself will welcome questions about this topic of 
Christ and Culture. It should be a doozie I think! Because Larry and I don’t always see 
eye to eye on culture, and Ryan and I don’t always see eye to eye, so it might be fun! 
Who knows what to expect? Anyway, I want to invite you to that (a shameless plug, I 
realize!). 

Jeremiah 29 –When we think about how we as Christians relate to culture, I want us to 
see this. That we are to prayerfully seek the welfare of the city by proclaiming the gospel 
of Christ. You and I are tasked with the responsibility of prayerfully seeking the welfare 
of the culture that we live in by the gospel of Christ. That’s what we’re tasked with.  

Somebody earlier, after the last service, asked me, Phil, do you always preach in the 
book of Jeremiah? I was like, “No – just last time and this time! I do read the other parts 
of the Bible! But it just happens to be Jeremiah again.” 

Jeremiah 29:1-11 (ESV) 

29 These are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from 
Jerusalem to the surviving elders of the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, 
and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem 
to Babylon. 2 This was after King Jeconiah and the queen mother, the eunuchs, 
the officials of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the metal workers had 
departed from Jerusalem. 3 The letter was sent by the hand of Elasah the son of 
Shaphan and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to 
Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. It said: 4 “Thus says the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat 



their produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your 
sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and 
daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city 
where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its 
welfare you will find your welfare. 8 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of 
Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are among you deceive 
you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream, 9 for it is a lie that they are 
prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, declares the LORD. 

10 “For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will 
visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 
11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and 
not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.  

Let’s pray: Father, You are so good. While we were yet sinners, You died for us! 
God you have come to ransom a people from every tongue, tribe and nation and 
people group, to make us a kingdom and a priesthood to serve You forever. Lord 
Jesus is our king. You have transferred us from the domain of darkness into the 
kingdom of Your beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins, because in Him the fullness of God was pleased to dwell. And through Him, 
He has reconciled all things to Himself, whether on earth or in Heaven, and He is 
making peace by the blood of the cross. These are truths that we as Christians 
cling to. So God, I pray that You would help us to understand and unpack how to 
apply these truths to our culture. Lord, this takes great discernment so we are 
begging You for illumination, that You would teach us, help us. For Your glory 
and our joy, we pray, in Jesus’ name, Amen.  

When we get to the book of Jeremiah, it’s really important for us to understand a couple 
of things about the Bible. I think this will help you to understand the Bible in general. It is 
this. There is a theme. The theme is that there are two kinds of people in the Bible: 

Category One: You have the community, or people, who are called “God’s People” 

Category Two: The people who are (affectionately) known as “Not God’s People.” 

That’s it! You have God’s People, and Not God’s People. 

Throughout the Bible you see this played out all over the place. I know in the Bible there 
are a lot of different nations, different individuals and stuff, but it all boils down to these 
two people groups: God’s People  . . .  Not God’s People. 

In fact, the fourth century theologian, Augustine, wrote a book called City of God and in it 
he contrasted these same two communities. He said there is the “City of God” which is 
the people who live according to God, and then there is the “City of Man” which lives 
according to Satan. These two things are at odds. God’s People and Not God’s People. 
What is really interesting is, Augustine goes on and he calls the community, 
affectionately known as Not God’s People, “Babylon”. He said the City of Man is called 
Babylon. It is a euphemism. A euphemism is obviously a term that we use to imply 
something different. You guys probably understand how euphemisms work. Augustine 
said, this is Babylon because it encompasses or incorporates all that is ungodly about 



the whole culture. That’s Babylon. By contrast, he said, there is another kind of culture. 
There is another kind of city, he calls it Jerusalem, the City of God. You see this actually 
played out in the book of Revelation where we as Christians are called the New 
Jerusalem. And the Great City Babylon is what encompasses or incorporates all that is 
ungodly. So you see these two things at odds. They are always battling one another.  

What’s interesting is that Peter, writing in 1 Peter 6, is writing from Babylon. You have to 
realize that in the time that Peter was writing, he wasn’t writing from Babylon! He was 
writing from Rome. Babylon had been destroyed, it is done! So what Peter does, is he 
associates what Rome is doing to what Babylon was doing back in the exilic times, when 
Jeremiah was writing. He is saying that the decadence of Rome is likened to the 
Babylonian experience and what their city was like, like the City of Man. The city that is 
opposed to God, that consists of Not God’s People. This theme is found throughout 
scripture. It actually starts in Genesis, chapter 1, when God makes everything, and God 
makes man and woman and they are naked and happy, and then all of a sudden bad 
things happen. The slithery snake comes in, and says, here, eat this fruit! Whoosh! It 
plunges all of humanity into despair and death and all kinds of nastiness. Right after that, 
God curses the serpent, Satan. He says this, (Gen 3: 15) “There is going to be enmity 
(or strife) between two entities – the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent.” 
There are the two categories of people in the Bible. The seed of the woman who is 
God’s People, the City of God, Jerusalem – and there is the other, Not God’s People, 
the City of Man, Babylon, the seed of the serpent.  

You see these two things at odds. And then what happens in Genesis chapter 4, you are 
introduced to two people – you remember who they are? Cain and Abel. Where Abel 
represents the People of God and Cain represents Not God’s People. And Cain rises up 
and kills Abel! And it shows us and demonstrates to us how at odds these two cities 
really are. The fact that the City of Man, Babylon, rises up and tries to destroy the City of 
God. From there forward, throughout the entire scriptures, you are going to see more 
and more about these two people groups, or communities, fighting and at odds with one 
another. But, we also understand that Jesus has overcome. We understand that God 
has made a way for Not God’s People to become God’s People, and for there to be 
peace. So this is the background, and this is why Jeremiah’s message is so shocking.  

It wasn’t shocking to me when I read it at first, right? Should be now, though. Read it 
again. Jeremiah said (29:4), “Thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, to all the 
exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon, build houses and live in 
them. Plant gardens and eat their produce.” Then he says, you need to increase your 
families, get married, raise your kids. That is shocking! Because the exiles got to 
Babylon under some pretty nasty circumstances. The book of Psalms actually depicts 
where the Babylonians came into the city of Jerusalem and took infants and dashed 
them against the rocks in order to kill them. They took women and raped them, and 
killed men at will – anyone who was running by, just got slashed up by the sword. Blood 
was filling the streets! They were killing people for the fun of it!  

And not only that, but they looked at the good-looking people who were strong and 
gifted, people like Daniel, Meshach, Shadrach and Abedneggo, and they took the good-
looking, healthy, vibrant young people who were gifted and they took them. They killed 
everybody else.  



So God writes this letter, saying, oh, by the way, I (Me, God) have sent you into the 
hotbed of Satan’s city, called Babylon, and while you are there, I want you to flourish. I 
want you to be neighborly to these people, I want you to send your kids to school with 
them, shop in the market with them. In other words, you know that guy who took hold of 
your infant and killed him by slamming him into the rocks? You and he are going to be 
neighbors. Or you remember that guy who took your daughter and raped her? Yeah, his 
kids and your daughter are going to go to school together and you’re going to have to 
see him at the PTA meetings. You listen to something like that and you go, whoa! No! 
No! I’m not into that! I’m not sure I could do that!  

So what is God up to? What is God up to? Verse 5 says, I want you to build houses, I 
want you to live in them. I don’t want you to rent, I want you to build! I want you to have a 
garden and eat the produce. Now this isn’t some urban hipster garden thing, no, God is 
saying I want you to have a garden because your residency in the city of Babylon – the 
hotbed and city of Satan, the City of Man -- this ugly, nasty place – I want you to have a 
permanent presence in the city. I want you to BE there. I want you to be there so 
permanently that you don’t have an option B. You are there! You built that house. You 
live in it. You have a garden and you need to sustain it and eat from it. I want you in the 
heart of the City of Man, Babylon.  

Why does God want to establish a permanent presence in the City of Babylon? We 
know why – because many of us have read the book of Daniel. You remember the story 
of Daniel? Daniel, this lowly Jew, rises to prominence in the Babylonian Empire to the 
point where he is like “The Boss”. You have to ask yourself the question, how did Daniel 
end up in such a position of prominence in the Babylonian kingdom? It began by the 
simple obedience and faithfulness of a group of exiles to understand that God is in 
charge and He has called us to live in the center of the city. So we will. From there, God 
enacts influence in such a way that it permeates and goes through all the recesses of 
the culture, to which now you have one of God’s People ruling the nation which is Not 
God’s People. You see how He did that? He flipped it on them. That’s God’s plan. I want 
to send you into this city to have a permanent presence.  

It’s almost as if God is saying, I know your neighbors are nasty. I know that they are 
wicked. I know that there is rising crime. I know the schools aren’t very good. I know that 
the streets are filthy. I know that the marketplace – there are people swindling people 
there and stuff. I know that it is not the greatest place to live. I know that! But I still want 
you to go there and I still want you to live in and among the people because I am about 
to do something in that culture, in that city, that you wouldn’t understand if I told you. 
Just trust Me!  

What’s amazing about this is, I think God really wanted to establish a presence of His 
people, because wherever His people are gathered, so too is God. When His people are 
gathered, think about this, in the heart of an entire city that hates God, and right in the 
center, permanently residing, are His people, and the presence of God was there, that 
can actually leak out and influence an entire culture. That’s awesome!  

He does it through relationship. That’s why Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 2 (one of my 
favorite verses that really informs ministry for me), Paul talks about these Thessalonians 
who became so near and dear to his heart, he actually says, you guys became so 
desirously affectionate. You wanted me and I wanted you. We wanted a relationship. 



Paul said that our relationship was so deep and so sincere and so awesome that I was 
not only willing to share my life with you, but to share the gospel with you as well. It has 
always been God’s plan to impact and influence a culture through relationship. God is 
going to put people in the midst of us, where you have to have icky, messy, difficult 
relationships with people, but that’s how God uses you to impact and influence an entire 
culture. Paul was so good at it. He had relationship with these folks and he said, “I not 
only shared with you the gospel, but I also shared my very life with you.” You know, I’ve 
heard a lot of Christians, including myself, who admit about our culture and our situation 
right now – high crime, poor quality of schools, general downward trend of the culture. 
But then it’s interesting because I also at times hear Christians plan to move away.  

Antioch’s crime is going through the roof. I live in Antioch. I know. But the solution is not 
for a bunch of Christians to get together and like, Hey! Let’s move to Montana. There’s 
no crime in Montana. What? What are you talking about? There is just different crime. 
Different sin. Or I hear some people say, what we need to do is to allow these ungodly 
people fend for themselves. Let’s get out of here and start over! I say this, Christians, if 
you have that mentality, it is not a biblical one. Because God’s desire is to actually put 
you (this is crazy!) put you in a place where there IS crime, where there IS poor school, 
where there IS a place where you might get hurt. This is what I want you to do! Go there! 
Permanently.  

When Heather and I moved to Antioch, this was our starter home, that we could sell and 
move away to Brentwood, where there is no crime and everything is awesome 
(laughter). You know, within two years, we’ll move to Brentwood and everything will be 
great. We’ve lived there seven years now! I’m starting to think that God wants me to 
have a permanent residence in Antioch. But why? Why? Because I think God wants us 
to establish relationships with those who are Not God’s People, in order that we may 
have influence upon them and I think God intends for His presence to be in the heart of 
the City of Satan, in the culture that does not welcome God, because He plans to 
destroy and overcome the power of Satan that we just sang about, by the Name of 
Jesus. And the Name of Jesus is going to be proclaimed by you and me, as we live, 
shoulder to shoulder, neighborly, with the people around us. You and I are tasked with 
the opportunity to proclaim the gospel, which brings freedom. God’s plan is to liberate a 
people who are in bondage to sin. How He plans to do that is by you and I being faithful 
to His call to stay in the city and fight the good fight.  

God intends His people to share experience. Could God really do that, though? Could 
God really call you out of a gated community to live in downtown Antioch? Could He do 
that? I mean, isn’t the sign of godly blessing that you have a big old house and tons of 
cars and your kids don’t swear? What if He called you to downtown Antioch and you 
have a small house, broken-down cars and your kids are swearing? We say, God could 
never do that! Brothers and sisters, no, no, no. He could do that! No, no, more than that! 
He didn’t just “could” do it – He DID do it! He did call some to live missional lives in the 
heart of the hotbed of crime, and infested cities. That may be some of you. But what is 
our objective? If we are to live in this community, what is our objective? This is where 
Jeremiah 29:7 comes in, which is a pivotal verse for me, as far as shaking my thinking 
on how Christians should interact and relate to culture. 

 



Jeremiah 29:7: “ But seek the welfare of the city, where I have sent you into exile.” 
Notice that little phrase, where God said “I have sent you into exile.” This ain’t an 
accident! I sent you there. I have a plan. You are there on purpose. I want you to go 
there on purpose to seek the welfare of the city and to pray to the Lord on its behalf, for 
in its welfare, you’ll find your welfare.  

The word “welfare” there is the Hebrew word “Shalom”. Some of you have heard that 
phrase. Probably heard it on Christian radio or a painting, or I don’t know. But shalom is 
a complicated word to define. It can mean “peace” but it can also mean “flourishing” like 
“wholeness”. It can mean “joy”, all these things. I think how Tim Keller, a pastor of 
Redeemer Church in New York, how he describes it is really good. That’s why I’m going 
to read it:  

If you throw thousands of pieces of thread onto a table, no fabric results. The 
threads must be rightly and intimately related to one another in literally a million 
different ways. Each thread must go over and under and around and through the 
others at thousands of different points. Only then do you get a fabric that is 
beautiful and strong. That covers, fits, holds, shelters and delights. God has 
created all things in culture for it to be a beautiful, harmonious, interdependent, 
knitted, webbed relationship to one another, just as rightly related physical 
elements form a cosmos or a tapestry, so rightly related human beings form a 
community or a culture. This interwoven-ness is what the Bible calls “shalom” or 
harmonious, peace. 

So, with that in mind, it is this interconnectedness between man and God, and man and 
each other, and man and ourselves, man and nature – that interconnectedness of 
community. Now listen to this verse: (Jer 29:7) “But seek the shalom of the city, where I 
have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its shalom you shall 
find your shalom.” Did you hear it? We live in a community in which all of us are 
connected in various ways. You can’t escape that. What God is saying is, I want you to 
seek the welfare of our interconnectedness. What we do in Brentwood, impacts in 
Antioch. Maybe not actively, but passively. Disengagement is saying something. So the 
idea of “shalom” is about the epitome of peace. It’s about having peace of all facets of 
life. Shalom, then, could be something like this: shalom could be a community or a 
culture in which all those who are hungry have food to eat. Because shalom has this 
idea of the way the world ought to be.  

The world ought to be a certain way. You and I all have a mental picture of what the 
world ought to be like. That’s why we feel offended when we go to a funeral. This is not 
the way it ought to be. That’s why we feel offended at times when we see people who 
are hungry and have no food; you go, that is not the way it’s supposed to be! Or for me, 
when I come home on Tuesday nights after Kairos. I get home at 10:30 or 11:00. It 
shouldn’t be that I have to race from my truck to my front door, because I am afraid of 
getting mugged. That’s what happened to our high school pastor after he had been here 
only a couple months. At gunpoint. Mugged. It shouldn’t be that way! We all know it 
should be different. And shalom is the place where the hungry are fed, where the naked 
are clothed, where the homeless are sheltered. Shalom is where we treat each other in 
light of their intrinsic worth as image-bearers of God, and it’s not based on treating each 
other based on our skin color or our socio-economic differences. It’s not about that. 



In the church, where shalom is supposed to start, and explode into the culture, racism is 
eradicated. Socio-economic differences, where we treat each other based on how we 
look and smell or whatever – that’s eradicated, because that destroys shalom. Shalom is 
delightful justice under the caring authority of God. Where God orchestrates justice and 
beauty, interconnectedness through His authority and our obedience. That’s shalom. 
That’s what God has called us to seek in our culture.  

There are many people out there who would applaud that. They hear something like that 
and they are like – yeah! I’m inspired! Let’s go! I’m volunteering to work at the COC right 
now! I’m going to get up and go! I’m going to impact people! But remember God is 
seeking a permanent presence. Anyone can get excited for a day or a week or a month 
– that’ easy. What God is seeking is permanent residence in and among people to 
impact them for eternity. This isn’t a flash in the pan. This isn’t, sign a card of 
commitment and then soon fizzle away. It requires a permanent presence to work for the 
shalom of a culture that is hell-bent on ignoring God. So some people say, I want to help 
with shalom. I think what I’ll do is this … I ‘ll go to Starbucks and pay for the person 
behind me in line. What? How is paying for somebody’s overpriced coffee, going to end 
racism in America? What are you talking about? Or when I go on the bridge, I’ll pay for 
the two cars behind me. Hey man, that’s great. If I was that person, I’d be blessed. YES! 
But at the same time, it doesn’t resolve any of the conflict that I have in my own heart 
toward the people I live with. There has to be more. There has to be more. Instead of 
paying for somebody’s Starbucks in line behind you, what if instead you found someone 
who is illiterate and you taught them to read. Because we all know that poverty in 
America has its roots in illiteracy. But even if we created a completely literate culture, a 
completely literate culture can still deny and ignore and destroy shalom. So that won’t 
work either. It has to be both. Meeting physical needs of people: clothing, sheltering, 
feeding, teaching. It also has to be something else.  

It has to be proclamation of the gospel. Because if we’re searching for shalom, we have 
to ask the question, if shalom is the interconnectedness of all things, where does this 
peace come from? The apostle Paul calls the gospel, the Gospel of Peace, the Good 
News of Shalom. In other words, the speaking out and demonstrating by lifestyle, “Hey 
culture! There’s a better way out there. We don’t have to hate each other. We don’t have 
to kill each other. There’s a better way out there.” That’s what the apostle Paul calls the 
gospel.  

Romans 5:1 – Paul talks about the gospel, the justification that was accomplished for us, 
on our behalf, by the person and work of Christ. He says, “Therefore, since we have 
been justified by faith, we have peace (or shalom) with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Now remember, shalom is the webbing together of God and humans and all of 
creation, and so if God and humanity are still not at peace with each other, we can’t 
have shalom. If in America, there was no racism, no classism, no sexism, nothing like 
that – guess what – we still don’t have shalom. There’s more to it than that.  

There is a God that we must reckon with. The only way to help people experience 
shalom is by preaching and demonstrating the gospel, the good news of shalom. That is 
in the person and work of Christ. People hate God, yet God stands all the time with open 
hands and saying, you can have peace if you like. Come! Come!  



So, brothers and sisters, it’s not an either-or, it’s not, either we feed and clothe people 
OR we share the gospel, that’s nonsense! I’ve heard people say that. “They don’t care 
about the gospel until you feed them”. If I feed them and they are never hungry, but they 
don’t hear the gospel, what’s their net gain? Remember what Jesus said, “What does it 
profit a man to gain the whole world, and yet forfeit his soul?” It’s a both-and. Shalom. 
Physical AND spiritual needs have to be met. And Christ is the person and the agent by 
which shalom is ushered into the culture.  

Not only that, but in Jesus Himself, there is shalom between each other. This for me is 
probably one of the most transforming things that I have ever thought of or experienced. 
Ephesians 2, “We can have peace with God” -- that’s mainly what we talk about in our 
Christian circles – have peace with God, have peace with God, have peace with God, 
but we are neglecting peace with each other. 

Look at Ephesians 2:13, “But now, in Christ, those who were once far off, (those who 
were Not God’s People, those who were members of the domain of darkness, those who 
were living in the City of Man, Babylonians by their ungodliness) those people have been 
brought near.” How? “They have been brought near to the people of God, to the person 
of Christ by the blood of Christ. For He, Himself, (Jesus) IS our peace. He has made us 
both one, and has broken down in His flesh the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing 
the law and commandments expressed in ordinances, that He might create in Himself 
one new man in place of the two. So making peace, that He might reconcile us both to 
God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.” 

Did you see it? All of the anger, all of the bitterness, all of the jealousy, all of the striving, 
all of the racism, all of the sexism – everything is laid dormant and dead at the foot of the 
cross. Jesus killed it there! I look around and I see so many people still fighting against 
all of these urges that came from the fall. We hate one another and we dislike one 
another because of how they look and how they dress and their skin color and all this 
kind of stuff, and I go, what kind of garbage is this? Get this out of the church!  

More than that, let us as the church, gather and hear the world tell us to eradicate that 
from your heart by the Spirit, according to God’s grace. Get that out of there! And after 
we gather together, let us go, church, and scatter to the culture and sow the seeds of 
peace. That’s the gospel. Where there was previously hostility, Jesus has killed it. He 
wasn’t the only one that died on the cross. Hostility died on the cross. He has become 
our peace. So when I hear all of these politicians and these knuckleheads on TV talking 
about, we’re going to strive for peace and we’re going to have reconciliation, all this kind 
of stuff – and Jesus is missing from their lips. I simply go, no chance! We’re done! That’s 
the best you got?  

So it’s time for us as Christians to rise up and put an end to this nonsense and go out 
there and sow the seeds of the gospel. Our church is called Golden Hills Community 
church. For goodness sake! Let’s be a community where we love each other deeply and 
we gather and hear God’s word preached and then we scatter. We go. We continue to 
lay a foundation of peace.  

I’m out of time. Shoot! Let me say this – Jeremiah 29:7, “Seek the shalom of the city, 
where I have sent you into exile and pray to the Lord on its behalf.” Pray to the Lord on 
its behalf. Pray. Pray.  



I heard a pastor say once, you can tell the popularity of a church by how many people 
come. You can tell the popularity of the Bible by how many people bring it, and have it in 
their laps when the sermon is going on. And you can tell the popularity of the gospel by 
how many people show up at prayer meetings.  

In our Christian culture, our attendance at prayer meetings is shamefully inadequate. I 
just wonder if we really cherish the gospel. Do we truly cherish peace? Or do we just 
cherish security? We need to pray for the shalom of our cities. You men who are 
gathering at City Park in Antioch: don’t quit gathering and praying at City Park in Antioch. 
Don’t you dare quit! Those of you who are gathering in homes and are praying for 
schools and praying for our politicians and praying for the crime, and those who are 
working at the COC, don’t you dare quit! Be a permanent resident in this city, and be a 
gospel proclaimer, sow the seeds of peace.  

We need to pray for the welfare of our city. That’s what Paul said in 1 Timothy 2 – pray 
for everyone in high positions. Do it! So we are to prayerfully seek the shalom of the 
welfare of the city, the culture, by proclaiming the gospel of Christ.  

I have young adults come to me every once in a while, who go, Phil, I am really battling 
with what God wants to do with my life. And I go, ok explain that to me. They’re like, Well 
I’m just wondering, should I serve God? Or just go to school? What?? That’s like saying, 
should I drive my car 80 mph, or should I watch a movie at 80 mph? That’s nonsense. 
Nonsense. If you go to college, make sure that while you are at college, you are serving 
the Lord. Then they’ll graduate and they ask, I don’t know what to do. I can either work 
at Starbucks (because the economy is rough) or I can serve God and be a missionary. 
News flash! Maybe work at Starbucks AND be a missionary! (applause).  

We need to develop that. Parents – you and I – we are responsible for this. We are 
responsible for this. We’re discipling the next generation, are we not? We need to be 
teaching these kids, whatever age they are, that wherever they are, BE all there as a 
presence of God in the community. Be a missionary – live on purpose. As we go, we 
need to hear Jesus’ words where He says, “Love your enemy and pray for those who 
persecute you.” Love and pray, brothers and sisters. Love and pray. Not either-or. Both-
and!  

We’re to prayerfully seek the welfare of the city by proclaiming the gospel of Christ. 
Sometimes people (young adults) will say, do you think God really would call me to be a 
missionary in downtown Antioch? Jeremiah 29:11 “I know the plans I have for you. Plans 
for SHALOM, and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  

Young adults, your future is wrapped up, not in your 401K, but in shalom. Parents, we 
need to teach that. Teach them how to store up treasures in Heaven that cannot be 
destroyed. Sow the seeds of shalom.  

God help us. Father, we need help. I don’t even know where to go from here, but 
I know that beyond these walls, an incredible need for the gospel. And You have 
come to ransom a people from every tongue, tribe and nation and people group, 
to make them a kingdom and a priesthood, to serve You forever. You have called 
us to be resident aliens in this world. To take permanent residence in the midst of 
this culture, so that way You can impact the entire culture through Your 



presence, which is us. So, God, teach us and give us discernment on how to do 
this better and better. God, as a church, I’m praying that You would put it on our 
hearts, Golden Hills Community Church, to be a light and to be salt in the culture 
in which we live. Let us not run in fear and retreat to the outskirts of this culture, 
but let us stand our ground in the midst of the culture and herald the gospel of 
sobering peace. We’re begging You now, for Your glory and our joy we pray in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


