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June 21, 2015 
Exodus 20:4-6 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Fathering the Future 
 
Hi Everyone. My name is Larry Adams and I want to take a moment to thank you for 
downloading the podcast of this message. At Golden Hills we are committed to exalting Jesus 
and preaching the Word. Your downloading of this message is a great encouragement to us, as 
we know that our ministry is going out to spread God’s Word all over the world. 

We want you to know, too, that in no way do we intend these messages to be a replacement for 
your involvement in a good local church, where, sitting under the authority of pastors and other 
teachers, you can learn to worship, grow and serve and be engaged with a body of believers 
where you can grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

We realize also, that some of you may be in areas of the world where there is no local church. 
Therefore, we hope these messages you are using, to gather with your family or other believers, 
or people from the community that it will be a great encouragement to you, as you hear God 
speak into your life, helping you to become disciples who are true, reproducing followers of 
Jesus Christ. 

 

If you have your Bible with you today, I’d like you to turn with me to Exodus chapter 20 in the 
Old Testament. I also would like to welcome the folks who are streaming with us on-line 
wherever you are, here or across the country and around the world. Thank you for being a part 
with us today, and we hope that wherever you are, if they celebrate Fathers’ Day, we hope it’s a 
great one for all of you.  

Be praying if you would, for Pastor Dennis, his wife Jade, and their family. Pastor Dennis is the 
pastor of our Antioch Campus. His mother is dying, as we speak. She has a serious illness and 
she is passing away. We’re asking God to give that family a powerful amount of grace on this 
Fathers’ Day and the next couple of days as we await the home-going of his mom. Thank you 
for remembering to pray for them.  

The Ten Commandments. Moses was on a mountain in the deserts of Sinai. God met him there 
and gave him the commandments that were to guide people for all generations. Moses recorded 
that experience like this (Exodus 20:1-6): 

 And God spoke all these words: 

2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of 
slavery.  

3 “You shall have no other gods before me. [Command #1] 

4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.[Command #2] 5 You shall 
not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous 
God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations 
of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
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Let’s pray together: Lord, it is staggering to think that our decisions, priorities and values and 
our love for you and obedience, effects not only our lives, and not only our families’ lives, but 
can effect them for a thousand generations. In every way, our choices are fathering the future. I 
pray today, God, that You will help us from this word, to have a perspective that brings into a 
sharper focus, the need for all of us to love God and to keep your commandments. We thank 
You, God, in Your precious name, Amen. 

You know, it has happened so many times, I’ve lost track over the years. I’d be talking with 
someone and mention that Karla, perhaps, is going to be at choir that night or whatever, and I 
was going to be home with the kids. They would say to me, “I hope you have a good time 
babysitting.” And I would say to them, “I’m not babysitting, I’m fathering.” I used to wonder, why 
is it that if a mom stays home with the kids, it’s mothering, but if a dad stays home with the kids, 
it’s ‘babysitting’. It says a lot about our cultural perspective. Truth is, there is a great need in our 
society for men to be fathering their children, for men to be involved in our Sunday Schools, for 
men to be models and examples to generations of children.  

Most of our societal ills and cultural collapse, can be directly traced to the breakdown of the 
God-ordained family unit. In fact, the US census bureau and other family polling and research 
organizations told us that fewer than 25% of children are currently raised in a home with a dad 
and a mom. Many think it’s closer to 20%. That’s down from 45% in 1960. Can you imagine, 
less than a quarter of our kids have a mom and a dad in the home? The two leading factors, 
they say, are the rise of out-of-wedlock births, and the skyrocketing divorce rate. More than a 
million children this year will have parents who divorce or separate. 50% of children, they say, 
will live in a single-parent family at some point in their childhood. And because people cannot 
keep accurate records yet of this new, devastating phenomenon, an estimated 2 to 9 million 
children are being raised in the gender confusion of same-sex couples. And we wonder, with all 
these kinds of statistics, why our culture is in decline.  

You see, what we are reaping is exactly what God said would happen if we didn’t pay attention 
to how parents are shaping the next generation of families. That’s why in Exodus 20, when God 
gave Moses the ten commandments, He made a strong and startling connection between the 
conduct and values of one generation as they would affect multiple generations in the future. In 
verse 4, God said to Moses (Exodus 20:4-6): 

4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down 
to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing 
the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those 
who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me 
and keep my commandments. 

Punishing the children to the third and fourth generation for the sin of the parents. Now in 
Deuteronomy, chapter 24:26, God also tells Moses that parents are not to die for the sins of 
their children, and children are not to die for the sins of their parents, but each will die for their 
own sins. So when you read that, you think, wait a minute! In one place, God says He is going 
to punish the children to multiple generations for the sin of the parents, but in another place, He 
tells them (shortly later), that they would not die for the sins of the parents. What’s going on with 
this?  

Well, in Deuteronomy 16, God is setting down the principle: a child will not die for the sin of the 
parent, and a parent will not die for the sin of a child. If one of my children goes out and commits 
a crime, I’m not going to die for that. If I go out and commit a crime, my kids aren’t going to die 
for that. He establishes that principle. But, what He is saying in Exodus 20 is this: while each 
person is responsible for their own sins, God does tell Moses that the sins of a generation, the 
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sins of parents -- their choices, their values, the things that they embrace – can be passed on as 
a punishment to other generations. That word ‘punishment’ means to pay it forward, as in, the 
consequences of one generation can bear fruit for generations to come. So, if you have a family 
addicted to drugs or alcohol, or you have a family addicted to sexual sins, or in the case, 
specifically, in Exodus 20, you have a family that neglects God and rejects God and doesn’t live 
for God, then the consequences of that will be passed on at times through multiple generations.  

How we live affects not only ourselves and our immediate family, but generations to come. God 
is a jealous God, He says. Not in the sense of some paranoid, narcissistic jealousy, but jealous 
for Himself, His glory, and our good. You see, God knows that He is the only God and that 
following Him is the best for everyone. God gave the Ten Commandments, not to oppress us, 
but to protect us. And any society, any family, any church, any people - that eliminates these 
commands from their life, are already reaping the consequence of that rejection. It’s one of the 
reasons our nation is suffering. If we put other things ahead of Him, He said, His glory is hidden 
and we suffer the consequence of what the Bible calls empty, meaningless, hollow lives. God 
doesn’t want that for us. God wants each generation to love Him and to keep His commands, 
and to model that life of love and obedience to each generation. He wants parents to realize that 
how they live, the choices they make, the values they adopt, the place of God in their priorities – 
affects multiple generations of their children. And in many ways, each generation of parents, 
and particularly dads, are setting the course for the future of their families. 

Now, there are no guarantees in this. Some parents do it all wrong, and their kids turn out great 
and love God and go on to serve Him. Some parents do it all right and their kids choose not to. 
But in general, it is true and you can see it – that how one generation lives, impacts the next 
one.  

So the question is, do we love God or do we hate Him? The word ‘hate’ is a matter of strong 
preference. In other words, do I demonstrate in my life that God is my highest priority and 
everything else is hatred by comparison, OR do I have everything else as the top priority and it 
appears as though I hate God by comparison? God said, if you love Me, there will be a fruit; if 
you hate Me, there will be a fruit. That’s why it says in Exodus 20:5b-6 

I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the 
parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing 
love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 
 

The call of God for dads is to father the future of their families. 
 
How is a father to do that? By steering his family and shaping his family.  
 
Men who father the future, steer their families to God. God told Moses in Exodus 20:4-6 

4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down 
to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing 
the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those 
who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me 
and keep my commandments. 

It’s the same word that Paul gave to the Ephesians, in Ephesians 6:4: “4 Fathers, do not 
exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.” 
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Without someone steering, it’s a matter of time until there is bound to be a crash.  

Years ago, when our church met down on Sunset Drive in a warehouse, the front door to the 
church was such that you could pull up in your car, park it there, literally get out, go six feet or 
less, be in the door, hand something to somebody, come back out, enter the car and leave. 
That’s how convenient it was. Many people did that. They’d pull up, leave the car running, run 
in, drop something off, and be right back out. Karla and I did that once. We had Tyler, our son, 
who was three, in the back, with our daughter Kelsey, who had just been born, and we had 
something to drop off. So we pulled up, got out of the car, went less than six feet, went inside 
the door. No sooner than we had got in there to hand this thing off, we turned around and our 
car is leaving, rolling slowly off the driveway. Somehow, in those few nanoseconds, our son, 
Tyler, decided he wanted to take his sister for a ride! Now, this will tell you how old our car was 
– you didn’t have to step on the brake back then to put it in gear. You just yanked down on the 
handle. If you got it in “D”, it would go. Fortunately, he was too small to reach the pedals, so it 
was just running off the idle speed of the engine, but that car was rolling down the driveway, 
across Sunset Drive, and Tyler is standing there, taking his sister for a ride! Karla and I are 
running after the car, grabbing the bumper. We can’t stop it! It is pulling us across Sunset Drive. 
Fortunately, there were no cars coming. It goes across the road, hits the curb, goes up and 
hangs up there and stops.  

Now – I was reliving those moments this week, studying this passage in Exodus 20, and in 
Ephesians 6:4 – because a lot of families are like that car. Now I don’t mean to be despairing 
with this, but many families, it’s like they have a three-year-old steering it. Which is really to say, 
nobody is steering it. They’re moving forward at whatever pace, they have no idea where they’re 
going, they may even be enjoying the ride, but it’s just a matter of time until what? There’s a 
crash. Out of control, nobody really steering, anything can happen.  

Dads – I want to ask us today, who is steering your family? I’ll guarantee you – someone or 
something is. God wants us to be driving. If we are steering it, where are we taking them? God 
wants dads to be fathering the future by steering their families toward a life of love and 
obedience to Him. By the way, thank God for the moms who are doing this when dad is not 
there, or they are raising their kids alone. Many moms are doing the steering, and doing it well.  

God told Moses that the key to blessing was steering the next generation to love Him and keep 
His commands. It’s the same message the apostle Paul gave to the fathers in the church in 
Ephesus (Ephesians 6:4): “4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in 
the training and instruction of the Lord.” Don’t exasperate them, don’t frustrate them, don’t 
provoke them to anger – lead them. Don’t leave them aimless. Don’t lead them on a course set 
to crash. “Bring them up” – I love that phrase, it literally means, “nurture them or nourish them 
out of your self.” So be there to steer them and guide them. Don’t be one of those parents who 
say, “You know what? We’re just going to let our kids grow up and when they get older, they’ll 
decide for themselves what they believe.” Yeah, they’ll decide all right! They’re going to decide 
that living for God wasn’t important to you, so it’s not important to me. That’s what they decide, 
generally. When we make choices not to steer or direct or guide our family in what is truth, we’re 
putting them in a moving car, led by a three-year-old. The result is the same.  

So Paul said, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. The word, ‘training’ is the 
idea of showing acts of character. It’s a demonstrated life. The ‘instruction’ is literally training by 
the word. So by what we say about God and His importance and how we live to demonstrate 
God and His importance, we will be steering our family to God and His importance. That’s what 
Paul is outlining. Same thing God told Moses.  
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Steering your family by telling them and showing them, is vital. It’s important for our words and 
our example to match. Now, guys, none of us gets this perfect. I certainly don’t. Sometimes I’m 
talking beyond the level of my obedience. I have to take ownership of that with my family, 
because they see it. So the goal is that, the life that I talk of and the life that I actually live – 
match. There’s nothing that will exasperate your kids faster or provoke them to anger faster, or 
rebellion, than if we’re constantly telling them one thing but doing another thing. So they will 
usually end up doing what they see. 

I remember a few years ago, being asked to join a committee in the city of Antioch, discussing 
one of the problems at the River Town Jamboree that goes on. The concern they were 
discussing was under-aged drinking at the time. The kids were sneaking booze in and drinking it 
at the fair, causing somewhat of a problem with the family atmosphere. So they began talking 
about solutions. They said, “Well, we need to be stressing, ‘Just Say No’”.  

(This is one of the reasons why people don’t like me on these kinds of committees.) I just raised 
my hand and I said, “Just Say No isn’t going to work.”  

They said, “What do you mean it isn’t going to work? It works all over the country.” 

I said, “No, it really doesn’t.” I said, “You guys have beer booths all over the fair. How many do 
you have?” 

“There is a number of them. They are our sponsors.” 

“OK, they are your sponsors. But there are beer signs everywhere. So, by ‘Just Say No,’ what 
you are really telling the kids of our community is, ‘Just say no, but really do yes.’ That’s what 
you’re telling them.” 

“But we can’t get rid of the beer booths, because they are our sponsors.” 

I said, “I understand that, but you are sending a mixed message. You are telling a generation of 
kids, ‘Just Say No’, but your biggest feature is the beer booths. So when they get their booze, 
they bring it to the fair to drink it because that’s what everybody else is doing. You can’t instill in 
them a change of behavior if you are sending them a message that conflicts with it.” 

Needless to say, the beer booths are still there at the fair. Kids are still smuggling in booze. You 
can’t say one thing and do another, and expect kids to adopt that standard as serious.  

I know people can make arguments on that all over the farm, “Well, they need to wait until they 
are 21 and everything else.” It doesn’t work. The apostle Paul told the Ephesians in Ephesians 
4:1 “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have 
received.” That phrase ‘live a life worthy’ has been one of the most impacting in my life because 
it literally means ‘bring up the beam of the scale’. In other words, you are professing to 
everyone, “This is what a Christian is” (one arm stretched out to the side) so now, bring up your 
life to match what you profess (other arm stretched out to match).  

God told Moses that He would bless the children to a thousand generations, if there were 
parents who would steer their kids like that. To love Him and to know Him.  

Guys, even if you do it perfectly, there are no guarantees. There are no guarantees. God is the 
perfect father, and He has a bunch of wayward kids. BUT, it doesn’t remove the responsibility to 
set that pattern and steer our families to God.  
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Not only steering our families to God, but men who are fathering the future, shape their 
families for God.  

Moses was told in Exodus 20:4,  

4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down 
to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing 
the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those 
who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me 
and keep my commandments. 

Later on, God would expand this for Moses and get more specific in Deuteronomy 6:1-9: 

These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to 
teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so 
that you, your children and their children after them may fear the LORD your God 
as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and 
so that you may enjoy long life. 3 Hear, Israel, and be careful to obey so that it 
may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with 
milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your ancestors, promised you. 

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These 
commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on 
your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along 
the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your 
houses and on your gates. 

Our families need to be shaped. When I was in college, one of my majors (I was trying to pick 
majors so I could graduate – trying to find something I could actually pass) was Art. That was a 
big mistake. Art major is one of the hardest there is. I should have learned. So many times, 
when you are in art class, and I was just trying to get the grade, whether it is in high school or 
college, it doesn’t really matter where you are, you are trying to get by as quick as you can, 
which is not what I advise, but that’s what I did sometimes. So I remember in the pottery 
section, we had to make something out of a lump of clay. So you make the clay into a ball, (this 
is really easy) you press your thumbs down into the center to make a hole. You make the hole a 
little bigger – if you put a handle on it, it’s a cup, if you don’t, it’s an ashtray. (laughter). You can 
do this in a few minutes. You’ve got this blob. You stick it in the furnace. You know what 
happens with a blob of clay – it doesn’t fire well. It will explode because you haven’t prepared it 
right, OR it will come out and fall apart. Or it might come out like a brick and you can’t use it. It 
isn’t right. That’s what happens when you are in a hurry.  

One of my favorite places still to visit is Old Sturbridge Village in Sturbridge, Massachusetts. It’s 
a whole New England village as it may have been in the late 1700’s, early 1800’s. I love to go 
there because I love history. You walk around this village and you can go to the actual places 
where the village operates. One of my favorites was the pottery shop. You can go in there and 
you’ve got real potters doing it the way they did it 200 years ago, dressed in the period. You 
watch them make these absolutely beautiful pieces of pottery like they used to 200 years ago. 
Sometimes they’ll scrape it off and mash it all up and throw it back down to rework that thing 
over and over and shape and mold it, and spend lots of time on it. I remember once asking the 
guy, “Man, that takes a long time. Why do you spend so much time with that thing?” 
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I’ll never forget what he told me, “The more time you take to carefully shape it now, the fewer 
problems you’ll have with it later.” 

I thought, wow. That’s good advice for dads and moms. The more time you take shaping it now, 
the fewer problems you’ll have later. Now remember, I already said, there’s no guarantee. Some 
of us have kids who are already grown. But I’m telling you, it’s never too late to begin to shape 
them.  

God told Moses that parents are to shape their children for Him. He said in Deuteronomy 6:6-9: 

6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress 
them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk 
along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols 
on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes 
of your houses and on your gates. 

First God said, these commands of a blessed life, are to be on your hearts. You can’t shape a 
heart for God if your own heart isn’t being shaped by God. You can’t instill love for God and His 
commandments on your kids if you don’t love God and His commandments. So the greatest gift 
we can truly give our family in that regard, is to love God and keep His commandments. Let it be 
upon our hearts. Then, we are to impress that on our children. This ‘impressing’ is not forcing 
them or demanding them to adhere to some external standard or set of rules or regulations. 
That’s not what it’s about. They are impressed the same way we are impressed. It has to be 
shaped into us by model and example. In fact, that word, ‘impressed’ is literally “whet stone”. A 
whet stone is what is used to shape or sharpen a knife or farm implement, or a tool. You shape 
it or sharpen it on a whet stone for a certain use. God used that word when He talked about 
what we are to do in shaping and sharpening our children for His use. You see, it’s an ongoing 
and continual process that uses everyday situations to demonstrate and impress upon their 
hearts what God says and why it’s important to follow Him. We impress them on our children by 
letting them see how the love and commands of God have impressed our hearts. We do that, 
God told Moses, by what we talk about. (Deuteronomy 6:7) “7 Impress them on your children. 
Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down 
and when you get up.”  
 
Isn’t it amazing how our kids pick up our true priorities by what we talk about the most? Our kids 
don’t grow up loving a random sports team, they usually pick the one their parents are talking 
about all the time. Kids don’t grow up naturally loving God, they fall in love with the God they 
hear their parents talking about all the time. So, God said to Moses, talk about it! Talk about it 
when you are at the house. Talk about it when you are on the road. Talk about it when you get 
back. Talk about it in everyday situations. Let the children see that when you get up in the 
morning, when you go to bed at night, and times in between, we talk about this God and how we 
interacted with Him and relate to Him in the everyday affairs of life.  

Then, let them see the priority of that by the way you live. Live and display God and His 
commands as your top priority that shapes your life, and the way you live. Deuteronomy 6:8: 
“8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the 
doorframes of your houses and on your gates.” Let the commands of God be prevalent as a 
priority in everything. Now it doesn’t mean simply to get Christian tattoos or wear Christian 
jewelry; it doesn’t mean hang Christian art or verses on your walls. We can do all that, in fact we 
probably should (I don’t know about the tattoo part, but everything else you can do – and maybe 
that too.) But what He is really talking about is letting your families see that God is the top 
priority of your life, because He is everywhere. Let them see you reading the Bible, seeking 
God’s face for relationship and guidance. Let them see you praying to God in the hard times, 
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and the easy times, and praising God, even in the midst of your trials. Let them see you seeking 
God every day and following His commands, letting your life, your marriage, your home be 
shaped by God’s presence.  

Obviously, in order to impress these things on your kids, you have to spend time with them, and 
it isn’t always about how much time, but it’s what we do with it. It isn’t just doing devotions at 
night as we should, it isn’t just doing prayer times in the morning with them, as we should, but 
it’s the way we live every day, what they see in our everyday life. Giving them time around you 
to watch and learn how you do it. What loving God and obeying Him looks like. It’s like coming 
home from the grocery story, as I did recently, and discovering that they didn’t charge me for the 
watermelon I got. I got home, looked on the list and it wasn’t on there. I said, “Oh, they didn’t 
charge me for the watermelon.” Even at this stage, with grown kids, they’ll say, “Well, Dad, what 
are you going to do?” So I say, “Well, next time I go to the store, I’ll tell them to charge me for an 
extra watermelon.” Impress them on your children. 

Or it’s like watching a movie or TV show and the content becomes inappropriate, so you turn it 
off or change it. “Why did you do that, Dad?” “Well, to be honest, I love God and what I was 
watching, I don’t think was very pleasing to Him. And because I love Him, I don’t want Him to 
see it, so I turned it off.” Impress these things upon your children.  

You yell at your kids, you yell at your wife because sometimes you’re foolish or frustrated or you 
misunderstand and you don’t handle things right. We’re all guilty of that. Hopefully we don’t do it 
too often, but when we do, you go to your children, you go to your wife, you go to whoever and 
you say, “You know what? Dad didn’t handle that right. I could have all kinds of excuses but the 
fact is, it was flat out wrong, what I did. I’m telling you I’m sorry. Truly sorry. I need your 
forgiveness. Or, what I told you I was going to do that I didn’t do? I’m going to do it. I am going 
to make it right.” Impress these things upon your children. 

It’s Sunday, we have a lot of options. But wherever you are, you make worshipping God and 
being with God’s people your highest priority for that day. And when you are at a place where 
church isn’t possible, or you’re sick, or on the road, or you don’t know where you are, or can’t 
get there, you still make a time of worship together happen, because it’s the priority of the day. 
Karla and I have worshipped in some pretty interesting places as we’ve travelled across the 
country. We’ve been in some churches that I don’t know that I would recommend going back to. 
But when we were 100 miles from any church in the middle of nowhere, Karla would lead 
singing and we would read and pray and make the priority of that Sunday morning, time with 
God to worship Him. Because that’s what the priority of the day should be. In fact, it isn’t just 
Sunday, it’s the priority of every day. Impress these things on your children. 

God said when you shape your family like this, by the words you use, the life you live, I can 
bless your family for a thousand generations. Again, there are no guarantees, but He is calling 
us to give the kind of example that will impress the love and the commands of God upon their 
hearts. God is looking for me who will father the future. The survival of the family and civilization 
as God designed it, is at stake. It seems, in many ways, we are losing that battle, but for your 
family, it doesn’t have to be lost. I don’t care how old your kids are, or how bad you have failed 
in the past. It’s never too late to start living for God. And living for God we must. 

Chuck Colson wrote a book some years ago called Against the Night. Chuck Colson was a part 
of the Watergate Scandal. If you’re too young to remember that, you should google it and look it 
up. It is a part of American history, not a pretty part, but a part of American history. Chuck 
Colson was a part of that scandal. He went to prison. He found Christ in that prison. When he 
came out, he was a changed man and he made good with it. He started Prison Fellowship, and 
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he has been leading prisoners and prison systems in embracing Christ around the world. In his 
book he said: 

The family breakdown is an epidemic that is breeding new generations of 
barbarians that are invading and threatening life as God designed it. The 
enormity of this epidemic became powerfully evident to me when I visited Riker’s 
Island, the vast complex that houses New York City’s offenders – over 20,000 
prisoners.  

It was Easter morning and I preached in the chapel to a few hundred inmates. 
Then the chaplain and I spent and hour walking the maze of concrete corridors, 
stopping occasionally to talk to an inmate through the small openings in the thick 
steel doors. In every cell, it was the same. 18- and 19-year-old kids, staring dully 
at the ceiling. Few knew or cared that it was Easter, without roots of love and 
security, for most were from broken families. They were connected to nothing but 
their needles and their gangs. As I walked that cold cellblock, I knew I was 
looking into the face of a new lost generation.  

It was a chilling scene filled with despair. Fragmented families and rootless youth 
are not confined to the inner city, of course, the crises reaches every part of our 
society. Who hasn’t seen the packs of mall-orphans cruising shopping centers to 
avoid returning to homes shattered by divorce, neglect or abuse? Morally 
impoverished, groping for love and direction, the children of Riker’s Island and 
main street, find evil substitutes in all the wrong places.  

Ordained by God as the basic unit of human organization, the family is not only 
necessary for propagating the race, but it is the first school of human instruction. 
Parents take small, self-centered monsters who spend much of their time 
screaming defiantly and hurling peas on the carpet, and teach them to share, to 
wait their turn, to respect others’ property. These lessons translate into respect 
for others, self-restraint, obedience to law, in short, into the virtues of character 
that are vital to a society’s survival. No other structure can replace the family. 
Without it, our children have no moral foundation. Without it, they become moral 
illiterates, whose only law is self. From the streets, they go to the cells of Riker’s 
Island. From the shopping malls, they go to Wall Street’s insider trading. 
Committed to only one thing – Number One. Loveless, lawless, lonely, these 
insecure and ruthless youngsters go on to breed the next generation of 
barbarians. Thus, fresh reinforcements for the invasion are born every day. 

We’re seeing it in America. These rootless youngsters, these barbarians, moral and godless 
barbarians grow up to teach in our schools and universities. They come to serve in prominent 
positions in our government, they sit behind benches and adjudicate our laws. They actually 
determine and enforce an entire moral direction for a nation. You and I may not be able to affect 
all of the culture, but you and I can make a difference in our family. (Exodus 20:3-6): 

3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 

4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down 
to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing 
the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those 
who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me 
and keep my commandments. 
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We do this by steering our families to God. We do it by shaping our families for God. Guys, we 
can’t do this on our own. We need each other and we need God. I can’t do this without God and 
neither can you. It doesn’t matter how old your kids are, or how poorly or how well you think 
you’ve done in the past. It’s never too late to decide today, I want to be engaged in fathering 
and parenting the future. I have a friend in our church, who didn’t do it very well at a younger 
age, when he was a young dad. He is getting another chance, His children are approaching 50. 
He is using the opportunity to help father the future.  

God is a gracious God. As I mentioned three times today at least, there’s no guarantees, even if 
we do everything right, our kids may choose something else. But our duty is to give them a 
model they can follow. Our wives want it. Our children need it. As the psalmist said (Psalm 
34:11): 

11 Come, my children, listen to me; 
  I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

Father, this is what is incumbent on every generation of parents. It always has been and it 
always will be. We can beat ourselves up with our failures, or we can determine with You that 
we are going to surrender our own lives and impress these things on our own hearts. We can 
then start reorganizing our priorities to make a difference. No matter how old our kids are, they 
can see that mom and dad have changed. There’s something different about their lives than it 
used to be. Or as young parents, we can choose to begin making the things of God, the love of 
God, the commands of God a high priority in our life, so we can model this example before our 
kids by the way we live and speak everyday. I’m so grateful, God, that it’s never too late. Never 
too late. The time to begin in now. So God, I pray for the sake of our families and the multiple 
generations that can be effected, that You’ll raise up more and more men and moms, who are 
willing to parent and father the future. Thank You, God, that You are there every step of the way 
to help us, for we cannot do it without You. We are asking You to help us every day. We praise 
You for this. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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