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Gospel Power, Gospel Pride 
 
Hi Everyone My name is Larry Adams and I want to take a moment to thank you for 
downloading the podcast of this message. At Golden Hills we are committed to exalting 
Jesus and preaching the Word. Your downloading of this message is a great 
encouragement to us, as we know that our ministry is going out to spread God’s Word all 
over the world. 

We want you to know, too, that in no way do we intend these messages to be a 
replacement for your involvement in a good local church, where, sitting under the 
authority of pastors and other teachers, you can learn to worship, grow and serve and be 
engaged with a body of believers where you can grow in the grace and knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

We realize also, that some of you may be in areas of the world where there is no local 
church. Therefore, we hope these messages you are using, to gather with your family or 
other believers, or people from the community that it will be a great encouragement to 
you, as you hear God speak into your life, helping you to become disciples who are true, 
reproducing followers of Jesus Christ. 

 

July 5 speaker is Pastor David Yetter of Converge PacWest. 

Romans 1:16-17 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that 
brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the 
Gentile. 17 For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a 
righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The 
righteous will live by faith.” 

Good morning, Golden Hills family, it’s so great to be together. We are better together 
and Converge is the family of churches that Golden Hills is a part of, about 1200 
churches in the US and about 78 churches in northern California and Hawaii that you are 
directly a part of as Converge PacWest. I get to offer some partnership and leadership to 
that set of churches, but this here, is our home church and I am so thankful to be home, 
although I’m not really feeling at home right here (in the pulpit), I feel better over there 
(pointing to the pews), but it is an honor to be here and I thank Larry and the staff for 
entrusting me with this time to share with you.  

Today, I want to share a message with you entitled, Gospel Power, Gospel Pride. There 
are a lot of things people might be proud of, or pleased with or want to celebrate, in this 
season of life: some might want to celebrate graduations, probably just a few weeks ago, 
people were suiting up and getting ready for graduations, and many were celebrating 



and proud of the accomplishments there, many families proud of their graduates. We 
just celebrated yesterday our national birthday, 239th birthday of the US. Maybe that’s 
something we can take some pride in, or appreciation for. Last week, there was a great 
celebration in San Francisco about pride and there are people who are very proud and 
thankful for the steps that they believe they’ve been able to take over time. There are a 
lot of things we could be proud of, really. Actually in this season of life, for Sandy and 
me, we have this season of grandparent pride. A great joy and one of our highest 
privileges in life to have, as you see there, (photos) Amber and Harper. We were just 
outside Disneyland at that time, and they were very excited about Minnie. We had a 
great time with them. Yes, they were pretty young to go, but we had a lot of fun, even if 
they don’t really remember it. A great time of grandparent pride for us. We’re thankful for 
that. 

Some of us might struggle with the whole idea of pride. Is pride something we can 
actually aim for? Hopefully, in today’s passage and my presentation, you’ll get an 
appreciation for the thought that out of gospel power, should be a measure of gospel 
pride. In fact I’m taking this from Romans 1:16 - “For I am not ashamed of the gospel (he 
is saying, I’m proud of the gospel) because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 
everyone who believes.” 

My goal for our time together is to ask two questions. I pray that these are two questions 
that you will work on answering maybe today, or over the next few days or weeks: 

How are you experiencing gospel power? 

How are you expressing gospel pride? 

Father, thank You for all the ways You bless us. All the things we have to be so thankful 
for. Life is challenging. There are trials about, but we see Your hand and Your goodness 
and we want to give thanks and we want to experience Your power where we so 
desperately need it. Help us to recognize the power of the gospel and how that 
interfaces with some of the challenges we face, and I pray that we would grow in gospel 
pride. I pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Taking a little excerpt out of the book of Romans today, a couple of verses that we’ll 
focus on. These two verses are out of this rich masterpiece. Paul wrote the letter of 
Romans to a Roman church, a place he had never been, but where he knew some of 
the people and he knew of the fame of the church. They were famous for faith, according 
to Chapter 1:8, and they were famous for their obedience in 16:19. So it’s a church that 
is well-known; famous in these ways. He wanted to write to them and fill out their 
understanding of the gospel. The beauty and the brilliance of the gospel or the “good 
news” about Jesus and how Jesus’ life, death and resurrection impacts us. So that’s 
what we want to just take a sample from and you’ll get a rich taste of that today. 

Back to the passage. Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel (he is saying, 
I’m proud of the gospel) because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone 
who believes.” 

I have created a diagram to help you understand this passage. Some of you, as you see 
the diagram, you’re thinking a couple of things: first, okay, this guy has never been to art 
school! (Seriously I have invested some money in art school – but it’s my son who is 
attending, so it hasn’t helped me.) Then you might say, this guy probably doesn’t have 
much Bible background, because he has been drawing pictures during church instead of 



diagraming sentences in Greek or something. But we’re going to make an attempt, and 
you can draw pictures during the service today and it is legit. I’m going to give you some 
pictures to try to draw if you choose. What we are trying to illustrate here, is the gospel. 
The delivery truck is the gospel. In fact, the passage says the gospel that is powered by 
God (what is running this thing) it is taking it where it needs to go and applying it where it 
needs to be applied, and it is delivering something. What is it delivering? By that 
passage, it says it is delivering salvation. It brings salvation. Where is it taking it? What’s 
the address that it goes to? It says in the passage, to those who believe. To those who 
are putting faith in Christ. So we have the gospel empowered by God, with salvation, 
and the believer is the recipient of this salvation.  

As we move on, the verse says, (1:16) “First to the Jew, then to the Gentiles.” This is not 
going to be represented on the diagram, but historically, the gospel went to the Jew first. 
In the book of Acts, it begins with the Jews and expands to all other kinds of people. In 
fact, that’s the emphasis – the gospel is really for all kinds of people, including those of 
us sitting here today. So, first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. Verse 17, second part: “For 
in the gospel, the righteousness of God is revealed.”  

I do a good bit of travelling on highways and sometimes in line with big trucks. 
Sometimes on the backs of trucks, maybe you’ve noticed it too, there are diamond-
shaped placards, and sometimes they have words on them. The Department of 
Transportation requires that trucks post these if they are carrying certain things. Like 
something might be on that placard that says “Radioactive”, or “Flammable” or it might 
have a liquid and a number. They say what is inside the truck, so that if anything might 
happen, you’d have some idea what you are dealing with, with the contents of the truck.  

Interestingly, here, Paul makes it evident what are the contents of the gospel; what is 
included in the gospel and in the salvation message. It is the righteousness of God. On 
the diamond placard on this delivery truck, you would read, “The Righteousness of God.” 
We can break that down a little bit more to understand that the righteousness of God is 
really the perfection and purity of God. It’s how God is – perfect in every way. Pure in 
every way. This represents the character of God and because it represents the purity of 
God, the character of God, it actually is Jesus Christ, Himself. Jesus Christ is the 
righteousness of God in human form. He came from the Father to earth, took on human 
flesh and He lived out the righteousness of God. Do you want to know what 
righteousness looked like on earth? Read the story of Jesus in the gospels.  

The righteousness of God is also another thing. It applies to us. The righteousness of 
God actually fixes what is most broken in us. If we can have some of that righteousness 
in us and on us, if we could possess that in some way, that would fix the thing that is 
most broken in us. You see, by nature, we are broken. We are separated from God. But 
if we have His righteousness in us or on us, that is the thing that’s most broken. It 
causes all the other brokenness that we have. The righteousness of God is a very 
powerful thing. It is in the gospel, the salvation message.  

“For in the gospel, the righteousness of God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith, 
from first to last. A righteousness that is,” and I would insert here the idea of a 
righteousness that is activated, “received by faith from the first.” From the very 
beginning, when God drives up to someone in the delivery truck and takes the hand 
truck out and starts to move toward someone, what is their response to be, if they are 
going to receive or activate this gospel for themselves? The best response is a response 
of faith. That’s how our relationship with God begins. If we raise the garage door, and 



say, yes – I want to receive your righteousness in me. I know that Christ died on the 
cross and is buying my salvation. That’s what I want to receive.  

So here we have the garage door lifting, and now we have – uh-oh! There’s a lot of stuff 
in there already! Hmm. Have you ever had something like this? You bring something 
home from the store and you wonder, where am I going to put this? For you who are 
garage salers, you must have this all the time. I’m not a big garage saler, (it seems like 
madness to me!) but anyway, we get more stuff. Then where do you put the new stuff? 
You have to sell stuff to get room for more. You have to do this exchange to get rid of 
the stuff, so you can include this new reality into your life. We have to do it by faith. It is 
raising the door and saying, God, I’ve got stuff in here that needs to be moved out. 
Honestly, I can’t do it. That’s where the faith gets triggered.  

I can’t change myself. I can’t change myself enough. I can change myself a little. I can 
comb my hair differently. For those who haven’t seen me in the last seven years, I’m 
combing my hair differently. I turned 55, I figure I’m going to get some senior discounts, 
and I’m going to comb my hair differently. Just because I have hair!  

So, we can change some things about ourselves, but we can’t change core things, and 
God wants to change core things. We want our core to change, but we can’t do it, even 
by self-help books. Some of us have tried. Some of us have even gone to Bible studies 
and done extreme things to try to change ourselves, but ultimately, it’s a work of faith 
that He needs to do. At the beginning we need faith to just open that door and say, here 
I am. It’s a mess in here! But here I am.  

Romans 4:5 says it this way: “To the one who does not work, (Don’t try to earn this. 
Don’t waste your time) To the one who does not work, but trusts God, Who justifies the 
ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness.” There’s that word again! The 
righteousness of God. All of a sudden, this righteousness will be put on our account. 
That’s pretty amazing.  

We have things that need to be removed from our lives, and they are too heavy for us to 
move them out of our garage. We need some help. These things that are in us – sin, 
shame, bad mistakes, rebellion, all kinds of labels we can put on that -- they deserve 
condemnation and death. If there was a label on our box of stuff, what it really deserves 
is condemnation and death. But there is good news. There is a hand truck, ready to 
bring salvation into us, but there’s also something ready to take stuff out of us.  

2 Corinthians 5:21, a powerful verse, this is gospel power in pure form right here, listen 
up, celebrate this, embrace it. Listen to what God has done for us: “God made Him, Who 
had no sin,” (Jesus), “to be sin for us, so that in Him, we might become the 
righteousness of God.” There is that righteousness of God thing again. In theological 
terms, this is called “double imputation”. If you ever get that on Jeopardy or somewhere, 
just remember, “double imputation.” It is really that exchange. The taking out of the guilt, 
shame and punishment that is due – taking that out of our garage, our lives, and putting 
in its place the righteousness of God that fixes the deepest and most broken parts of us.  

Did you get that? I don’t think you got that, because I’m not hearing any celebration, or – 
(crowd stirring) oh, here we go! We’re starting to get it! This is a powerful exchange 
where God is taken off of us shame and guilt, rejection, even rejection we might feel 
from God. That is all washed away. He says, I want to put something in you – my 
righteousness. When we have His righteousness, we are fully acceptable to Him. We 
possess the righteousness of God, and we are perfect – even flawless – in His sight. 



This is the gift of God. It is by grace, through faith. Talking about righteousness, maybe a 
more common term that we would use is “flawlessness”. We possess flawlessness. Now 
we don’t necessarily practice it yet, we will talk about that in a minute, but we possess 
flawlessness. It’s right. We are in good standing with God, in an amazing way. That’s 
why we sing the songs we sang earlier. It is amazing, what God is doing. It’s a gift of 
God’s grace, through faith, that makes us flawless.  

Mary was a single mom with a young child and a life punctuated by rejection and failure. 
She had a rough life growing up. I’m not going to get into details, but it was a rough life 
growing up. She thought relationships with guys would help and heal her. So she tried. 
She tried and tried. Each time, feeling more failure, more rejection until the point where 
she is a single mom with a young daughter under the age of one, and she felt used, 
wrung out. But she had a friend who was gospel proud. This friend was talking about 
how she had a relationship with God. Mary thought, I really want a relationship. I’ve not 
had a good and lasting relationship. I wonder what it would be like to try. Mary learned 
that God knew all about her pain, her propensity for making bad choices. She learned 
that God, aware of all her mess-ups, still wanted to love her and to lead her. She had 
boxed in her life of rejection and failure. She so longed for those to be removed and to 
be replaced with love and acceptance, and some sense of leadership in her life so she is 
going somewhere, she matters deeply to someone. She so wanted that exchange. She 
learned that if she would just give up trying to be good enough to please everyone, if she 
would accept Jesus’ gift of help and wholeness, she could have it. Mary felt particularly 
special when she heard that Jesus paid the ultimate price of dying for her sin and 
rebellion, so she could live free from the burden of guilt and shame. Mary experienced 
gospel power as she received Christ. She opened the door and said yes, come in. Take 
that away and bring this in. I think this is good news for me.  

The passage says that faith is from first (beginning point; opening that garage door, 
receiving this gospel power in), to last (which I believe means that this gospel 
experience, this delivery system from God to us isn’t just a beginning experience, it’s an 
on-going experience.) It is supposed to continue to happen. The delivery of salvation 
through the gospel, activated by faith, is not just a one-time delivery, it’s intended to be a 
continuous process. God keeps bringing it. You and I sometimes get packages, maybe 
an order from Amazon, and you get your one package, and you think, all right! Order 
complete, done. Some of us consider that way with salvation: I put my faith in Jesus, He 
has delivered salvation to my door step, pfft! Done. Good to go. Then we start on the 
self-help kick of now I have to do Bible studies and all these things to make myself better 
and acceptable to God. That’s not the picture here. The picture here is, as we’ve started 
in faith, we need to continue in faith. Not by doing, but by believing that His life in us is 
what changes us. By receiving or giving away more in this process of participating with 
Him but not working to get this. It isn’t a work, it’s a movement of God in our lives. Verse 
17 ends: “Just as it is written, the righteous will live by faith”, not just start by faith, but 
live by faith.  

A couple weeks ago, I was asking God how I should be experiencing gospel power. Just 
everyday life. I’ve been a believer since I was very young. What is that supposed to look 
like for me? That gospel delivery truck coming up to my life – what is supposed to be the 
exchange? I prayed for a day, I prayed for a second day, and finally on the third day, a 
word came to me. It was actually an expression that came to me that made it pretty clear 
that God was still working with me. It wasn’t a voice, it was just an impression, but it was 
followed up by some snapshots of my life that told me that God still cares and still wants 
to work deeply in me.  



The expression that came to me was “self-important”. Self-important is, the way I 
understand it, and the way I’m living it out I guess, is a combination of selfishness and 
pride, putting those together. I didn’t like that idea, that God was talking to me about self-
importance. But I knew exactly where that resided. It was in that garage, in a rather large 
box that needed to be removed so that God could put something else in its place. I knew 
what else He wanted to put in that place, a dynamic love. Taking out self-importance or 
selfishness, and putting in dynamic love.  

Let me tell you the snapshots:  

The first one, getting home from work, my neighbor across the street is working on his 
car in the driveway. I had a choice to make right there. I’m not a mechanic, so I’m not 
going to be any help for my neighbor in that way, but I know when a car is broken down 
and it’s hot and you’re out there looking under the hood, it just helps sometimes, to have 
somebody stand next to you and say, how’s it going? Can I hold the flashlight? I knew 
that was a great option for me, but at that moment, I was pretty important. Kind of a big 
deal. I had just come from this big job I have (laughter) and I had this inflated view of 
myself, which is so silly if you think of Who Jesus is, (laughter), and it’s like, who are you 
again? Uhh – not really measuring up. Don’t even see you on the list, buddy. We can get 
self-important. That’s the self part of it. I thought I was so important that I just kind of 
ignored my neighbor, hussled in, and went about my life.  

Another snapshot: I think it was the next day. A knock on the front door, and there is my 
neighbor and his three-year-old son. The son was actually the one who knocked on the 
door with his bicycle. He sort of bumped it up against the door. I love our neighbors and 
love our neighborhood. I appreciate so much these guys. But at that moment, important 
things were going on inside my house and inside my mind, and I was just too busy for 
three-year-old and dad. So, there’s a way you can open your front door and act very 
busy. Do you know how to do this? You don’t open the door all the way and go “hey, 
how’s it going”; you just open it part way and just kind of peek out and then there is a 
flustered look. (If you don’t know how to do this, I’ll teach you later – laughter). There is 
this way you can look very busy so it discourages people (I know – you use it with 
Jehovah’s Witnesses!) But anyway, I’m working on this because I’m selfish, bottom line. 
Full of myself. Not thinking anything of them. (Sigh) They went away. They said, “Oh, I 
see you’re busy.” That’s exactly what I wanted to communicate. Wrong message. 

So as God is giving me these snapshots, I’m not really even feeling condemned. It’s just 
like, hmm. Missed opportunity. Hmm. Really could have lived the life of Jesus here for a 
minute, and I just was too busy for Jesus on this one.  

There are other snapshots, another quick one: In our home, Sandy and I have a 35-year 
relationship (in August), and we kind of understand what goes on at home and who does 
what chores. There was a season where I had been doing some schooling, doing more 
reading and study, and I kind of was thinking I was pretty important, and she was taking 
on more and more of my responsibilities. We didn’t say anything about this. In fact, she 
is here somewhere and I think she is going to be surprised to hear me say this. 
(laughter) But she was taking on more. She was very gracious and kind and patient. 
Taking on more and more of my responsibilities at home. Then things got less busy and 
I kind of liked it, that she was still taking those things on. I kind of thought, this is good. 
I’m kind of important. (giggle). I like being cared for. I was being selfish.  



God said, there is this big box in your garage and I want to take that out and I want to 
put dynamic love in its place. God is right now working gospel power in me, and you 
know what? I am selfish to the core. But God’s power is stronger. I need to keep going 
back to Him and bend my knee to Him and to others and say, work in me, work the 
gospel in me. (Applause) I hope you’re not clapping for me, because I’d like that! We are 
working this wrong. Let’s be proud of God, because He is patient with us and you have 
your things too, I imagine. We need this gospel to work in us and through us and 
building it out, what God wants from us. 

So my question today is, how are you experiencing gospel power? How are you 
experiencing gospel power? What is He doing in your life, not just at the moment of 
salvation, but now, how is that process – that “double imputation” that coming in and 
going out, where we do it by faith and not by gritting our teeth to make it work, but just by 
saying, Jesus, I am at Your feet. I want You to humble me and soften me, help me to be 
more alert to Your kind of life, to live out Your kind of life and less of the David (Yetter) 
kind of life that I just naturally shape to. Keep working that thing. How are you 
experiencing gospel power? 

The last question is, how are you expressing gospel pride? You see, if we have this kind 
of gospel power working in us, in real time, I think what naturally happens is that we 
want to talk about this God who is amazingly loving to me in my selfishness and my 
quirks and my issues, and He keeps on loving me and He keeps on trying to build me up 
and make me better. So I am worth something to somebody. How are you expressing 
gospel pride? Timothy Keller said it this way: “The gospel makes us proud of what Jesus 
has done.” It takes the self out of it actually. It is what Jesus is doing. Or as Tony Evans 
said recently, “Everyone else is coming out of the closet. Christians might as well come 
out too.” (applause) 

Is it time? Is it time for us to come out? (applause). We’re coming out with gospel-
centered, God-centered pride and God-centered power. We’re coming out as fishermen. 
God uses fishermen to give samples and to lure them in for their benefit. God hasn’t 
called us to be hunters. Some of us have this idea that we’re supposed to be out killing 
off evil. No. This gospel operation is something where it works internally and we draw 
people to Him just by the power of God working in us, and we’re letting show here and 
there and we’re building up in what we are calling today, gospel pride. 

So here are my questions for you again:  

How are you experiencing gospel power? 

How are you expressing gospel pride? 

 

I encourage each of you this week, to have a conversation with God and with one other 
person on these two questions. 

 

Let’s pray: Father, I pray that You would be working deeply in us, and that we would be 
open to You. That we would be learning, even as we go through Romans and other 
passages of scripture, that we would be learning more about what it means to be living 
by faith. We are naturally wired and bent toward living by sight and not by faith, living by 
works and trying to earn this stuff. But it doesn’t operate that way. And we want to better 



have Your life in us, to not only possess the righteousness of God, but to practice it by 
faith and with Your power. I pray You would allow us to do that and that You will remind 
us of how flawless we are in position, in spite of the fact that we keep making mistakes. 
Thank You, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


