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August 9, 2015 
John 3:1-15 

Pastor Matt Pierce 
 

Born of the Spirit 
 
Hi Everyone. My name is Larry Adams and I want to take a moment to thank you for 
downloading the podcast of this message. At Golden Hills we are committed to exalting Jesus 
and preaching the Word. Your downloading of this message is a great encouragement to us, as 
we know that our ministry is going out to spread God’s Word all over the world. 

We want you to know, too, that in no way do we intend these messages to be a replacement for 
your involvement in a good local church, where, sitting under the authority of pastors and other 
teachers, you can learn to worship, grow and serve and be engaged with a body of believers 
where you can grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

We realize also, that some of you may be in areas of the world where there is no local church. 
Therefore, we hope these messages you are using, to gather with your family or other believers, 
or people from the community that it will be a great encouragement to you, as you hear God 
speak into your life, helping you to become disciples who are true, reproducing followers of 
Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Pastor Matt Pierce 

If you are out there watching, I really appreciate it. It means a lot to me. Your support over all 
the years has been incredible for me and my family. So thank you. Yes, I have a new job that I 
am excited about. I’m now Pastor of Small Groups. I realize it’s a big job and a big church and 
I’m smart enough to know that I need to surround myself with amazing people like you, who 
want to get involved in this ministry and of course it’s all being driven by God. So, we are going 
to be having a small group training at the end of September. You’ll be hearing a lot more about 
that. If you are a small group leader, I want to say I can’t wait to meet you and get to know you 
and for you to hear the vision and direction that we’re going with this ministry. If you’ve ever 
been interested in being involved in the small group ministry, I invite you to attend as well. So 
thank you again. I’m very excited about it.  

As Pastor Larry mentioned, I’m still overseeing New Hope. You may be wondering how is that 
guy going to do two jobs? Well, I’m not! We have hired an assistant for New Hope. His name is 
Frank Vierra. He’s going to do a great job as program coordinator, coordinating all the different 
programs. We have one on Monday nights and one on Friday nights. So that’s going to free me 
up big time, to oversee that ministry and pour a lot of my attention into the small groups. So I’m 
excited to get started. I’m about a week into it. Please pray for me on that. 

Let’s pray. 

God, thank You that You are here this morning and that You invite us into Your presence. That’s 
no small thing, that human beings can come into the presence of the Holy God. There is a 
reason for that, Lord. You opened the way. You opened the door for us to worship, for us to love 
You and experience Your love. I pray that You would open our hearts this morning. If there is 
something that You want to say to each one of us, move me to the side. We need to hear from 
You today. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
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About 24 or 25 years ago, something happened to me and I’ve been trying to figure it out ever 
since. I was 31 years old. My life really wasn’t going anywhere. I was making really bad 
decisions in some really dark places. I was struggling with various addictions. I was tired. 
Really. Tired of living, tired of the struggle, tired of managing the life I was living. I was at a real 
low point one weekend. One Sunday morning, actually. I was holed up in a hotel room, which 
was not uncommon for me to do for days at a time. On this particular Sunday morning, I had an 
encounter. I’m telling you. At the time, I had no idea what it was! I just knew that I had been in 
that hotel room many times before, and this was nothing like any of those times. I didn’t know 
what it was, but it was powerful and it was clear. I know now, that God was reaching out to me. I 
wasn’t looking for God. I had never picked up a Bible in my life (except maybe in a motel room 
or something). I couldn’t read it. Didn’t know what it was saying. He wasn’t on my radar. I wasn’t 
seeking God. He met me. He decided. He initiated that interaction with me and it happened to 
be at one of the lowest points of my life. I did not know who it was or what it was at the time, but 
that encounter with God was so clear, it seems like a million years ago, like another life time 
ago, which it was, but it also seems like yesterday. It wasn’t weird, it wasn’t some audible thing. 
It wasn’t like that. But it was clear.  

I had a sense that God was saying, “You don’t have to live like this.” And the reality and the 
truth of what I was doing and how I was living was just so clear. It came straight at me and I felt 
Him saying, “Do you want to be free? Do you want to be free?”  

I think I even said audibly, “Yeah! I want to be free! Yeah! I don’t want to live like this any more. 
I’m tired. I’m afraid. I want to be free.” That sent a radical and incredible powerful next 20-
something years. And like I said earlier, I’ve been trying to figure out what in the heck 
happened, ever since, because my life radically changed. It was like I had a new life. I was a 
different person. I didn’t just change my behavior because I was tired of getting arrested and 
being in trouble! It wasn’t some behavior modification thing! It was something deeper than that! 
Like I had a new heart. Like I had a new mind. I was thinking things I didn’t think before. I was 
feeling things I didn’t feel before. I wanted things that I didn’t want before. I wanted to go to 
church! I wanted to be well. I wanted to learn more about God. Where did that come from? I 
didn’t come up with that!  

God encountered me at one of the lowest points in my life and put His hand out and said, “You 
can come with Me.” I was transformed. I can’t get over that! I can’t stop thinking about that! 

People say, “You know, you got saved.” You know, big deal! Get over it! Start living for Jesus. 

I just can’t get over that. I can’t get beyond that. I don’t want to move beyond that. Because the 
power and the grace of a living God Who gives life to the dead, is the same power and grace 
and living God Who sustains me today. He made me alive 24 years ago. He’s keeping me alive 
today! I’m not going to move beyond grace. Why would I do that? Why would I do that? What, 
get saved by His grace and then go figure this thing out on my own? No! I’m infatuated with the 
salvation process. I’m so overwhelmed with the gospel because it fuels my life. I don’t move 
beyond that. I’m centered on that. He gave me a new life and He continues to give me new life. 
He continues to give me new thoughts. He continues to give me new things in my heart, all the 
time.  

There is no shortage of people in the Bible who have had their lives transformed by God. Who 
have come alive who were dead, and who came alive by God. By the way, when we read the 
Bible and see these characters in the Bible, that’s why they are there. So we could look at David 
or Moses or Daniel. We could look at what was going on in their life, and what God did in their 
life, and the transforming grace and the power and the new life that happened in their lives – we 
should look at the characters of the Bible and walk away praising God for His grace, because 
He did the same thing for them! Amen? 
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Some of those people in the Bible led dark, crazy lives, kinda like mine. God rescued them. 
Some of the people in the Bible, at least externally, led pretty darn good lives. Pretty moral. Very 
religious lives. But they were still just as lost. 

I want to introduce you to somebody this morning. His name is Nicodemus. Probably a very 
familiar character. Nicodemus gets a bad rap a lot of times. We’re going to look at Nicodemus 
and his life and the transforming power of the grace of God and what happened to Nicodemus. 
If you have a Bible, flip it over to John 3. I want you to meet an interesting man named 
Nicodemus.  

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish 
ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if 
God were not with him. (John 2:1-2) 
 

From the details that we have in scripture, we know that Nicodemus was a Pharisee. Not just 
any Pharisee, he was a member of the Jewish ruling council. What that means is, basically he 
worked his way to the top of that political and religious system. He was probably very wealthy. 
He was probably very moral. Obviously very religious. You didn’t end up in the Jewish ruling 
council, which was probably the Sanhedrin, by messing up all the time. No. Nicodemus had it 
dialed in. Based on his life, and his education and his experience and service, and his gifts, and 
everything that he had done, for all intents and purposes externally, Nicodemus could have 
written the book on what it meant to know God. The only problem was, something was missing 
in Nicodemus’ heart.  
 
Jesus was different. People had come and gone, saying “I’m this prophet, I’m this messiah,” that 
was happening on a regular basis. Here today, gone tomorrow. But Jesus was different and 
Nicodemus knew it. Nicodemus wasn’t like the other Pharisees. According to pastor and author, 
John MacArthur, we have very few, if any, recordings of a Pharisee who was converted. Very 
few. As a matter of fact, the Pharisees were threatened by Jesus. They hated Jesus. He was 
like a rabble-rouser. A trouble-maker. He was a heretic. Nicodemus was the leader of those 
guys! So going to see Jesus was a big risk! If anyone found out that he was at a meeting with 
Jesus, it was like political suicide, a career-changing moment. So he goes at night, because he 
doesn’t want to be seen by anybody. He is probably slipping through the back alleys, and 
staying in the shadows, creeping along. Whatever it was that drove Nicodemus to take that 
chance, was powerful. Because what he saw in Jesus, he wanted. Jesus was different. He had 
a relationship with God. He talked about God as His father. For all his political and religious 
experience, Nicodemus was missing something, and he knew it. He looked at Jesus’ 
relationship with God and maybe he longed for that kind of intimacy. He longed for that kind of 
connection with God. So he took a risk and came to Jesus. Jesus knows our hearts. He knows 
Nicodemus. He drew Nicodemus. He cuts right to the chase. In John 3:3-4, Jesus replied: 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are 
born again.” 

Nicodemus’ head starts spinning! What? I’ve gone through all the God-school. I’ve done a lot of 
things, but how? What? He is scratching his head. Thinking about it from an earthly perspective, 
he says, 

4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they 
cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

That’s just weird! That’s just a weird thought, right? But Nicodemus is spinning! He’s not sure. 
What are you talking about?  
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Jesus decides to pick the most radical analogy that He can think of, to communicate to 
Nicodemus that it is impossible for you to get into the kingdom of God on your own. He says, I 
don’t care what you’ve done. I don’t care what ladders you’ve climbed. I don’t care what you’ve 
accomplished. I don’t care what your title is. You have to be born again, or you aren’t even 
going to see the kingdom of God.  
 
Nicodemus is like, WHAT?! 
 
Jesus declares (vs 5) probably one of the most powerful statements in the entire Bible:  

 
5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless 
they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth 
to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The 
wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes 
from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 

Nicodemus, you are thinking fleshy thoughts, ok? Flesh gives birth to flesh. About all you could 
accomplish, Nicodemus, is producing a baby through physical means. I’m not talking about that, 
Nicodemus! I’m talking about spiritual things here! We’re talking about the kingdom of God and 
there’s no human thing possible that you can do to get into the kingdom, because it is spiritual 
and you are flesh. Get it? 

Spirit gives birth to spirit. Notice how Jesus said, “You MUST be born to again. You HAVE TO 
be born again.” There’s no other way. There’s no other way for a person to be saved apart from 
the spirit work in your life. This is beautifully written about by the apostle Paul in Ephesians 2:1-
5. This is describing the reason we have to be born again, the reason that God the Spirit has to 
give new life, the reason that a human being cannot control this, cannot manipulate this, cannot 
follow steps to obtain this. 

As for you [the human race],you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which 
you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom 
of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived 
among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and 
thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great 
love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were 
dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. (Ephesians 2:1-5) 
 

We must be born again. Why? Because we are dead! We’re born dead. We’re born spiritually 
dead. We’re born separated from God and no human effort on earth will ever cross that great 
divide. God has to give us new birth. We’re not even looking for God. “We also lived among 
them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts.” We 
were by nature, objects of wrath. Enemies of God! We don’t just connect the dots one day on 
our own! We can’t just say, “Hey, I think I want to be a Christian.” That’s not how it happens.  
 
Something happened to me 24 years ago and I’ve been trying to figure it out ever since. I’ll tell 
you what I’ve been learning so far, God moved in me, man! God got ahold of me in that hotel 
room. I wasn’t looking for Him, and He just opened up my heart, He opened up my eyes, He 
showed me my sin, and then He started dialoguing with me. He said, “Matt, you want to live like 
that any more?”  
 
“I don’t want to live like that any more!”  
That thought hadn’t even crossed my mind. God did that! Go did that! He wanted me. He chose 
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me.  
 
Nicodemus must have had a look on his face like --!? Jesus said, Nicodemus, it’s like the wind. 
Interesting choice of words by Jesus. The word ‘wind’ and the word ‘spirit’ are the same Greek 
word. It’s like the wind, Nicodemus. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from 
or where it’s going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit. You might as well have said, 
Nicodemus, the Spirit blows wherever He wants to. Have you ever tried to control the wind, 
Nicodemus? NO! It does what it wants to do. You don’t know where it came from or where it’s 
going.  
 
So it is with people who get new birth. So it is with people who were born again. The Spirit 
controls that. The Spirit initiates that. Nicodemus must have been going, “How can this be? Wait 
a minute! What? What do I do? What’s my part? Am I just some robot that God chooses and 
then controls?” His head was spinning. Maybe your head is spinning. Maybe you thought you 
made a decision for Jesus and that’s what got you into the kingdom. You’re wondering right 
now, well, the way Jesus made it sound, the way Matt’s making it sound, it’s like I didn’t have 
much to do with it at all! People, that’s why they call it grace – unmerited favor.  
 
But what part do we play? Are we some kind of robot? No. This is the beauty of God. The 
beauty of God. He includes us in this salvation process. It’s like an open dialogue. He’s doing 
the work, ok? But we are involved in the process. It’s a relationship. He is talking to me. He’s 
talking to you. He is opening my eyes. I didn’t even know I was a sinner. If you were to ask me, I 
would have said, “Well, I didn’t rob a bank or kill anybody. (Like everybody does, right? Like 
those are the two things that matter! Whatever!) I wasn’t even thinking like that. He enlightened 
me and I’m like, Whoa! And then I enter into this amazing, gentle, incredible dialogue.  
 
“Matt, do you want to get well?’ 
 
“Yeah!” 
 
“Matt, how’s your life working out?” 
 
“It’s not working. It’s not good at all.” 
 
Matt, do you want to be free?” 
 
“Yeah, I want to be free.” 
 
God was doing that. He is doing the work, but He included me in that. Maybe you remember the 
day that you had that encounter. Maybe it was in church, or in youth group, maybe at the foot of 
your bed with your mom or dad. Do you remember how you responded to God opening your 
heart? Maybe you just started streaming tears and crying. Or maybe you invited Jesus into your 
heart. That’s awesome! Because you couldn’t think of anything else! Just cry out, “Jesus come 
into my heart! Thank You Jesus!” Maybe you were in this very room, during Communion or 
something and Pastor Larry asked you to raise your hand! That’s awesome! That’s God 
including us in the salvation process. Just be known. He was moving in your heart. He probably 
drew you to church that day! Because He wanted you and He loved you and He brought you in 
here to hear His word and then He opened your heart and He opened your eyes and He said, 
“Do you want this?” 
 
“Yeah, I want it! Come in! I commit my life to You. I want to be with You!” 
 
Isn’t that beautiful! Amazing! We have a part. We’re not robots.  
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To prove this point to Nicodemus, He brings Nicodemus to a familiar OId Testament passage. 
First of all, He says to Nicodemus in verse 10-15: 
 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things?”  
 

You are Israel’s teacher. That means, Nicodemus, you know the Old Testament like the back of 
your hand, man! You’ve been teaching it for decades! Guess what? I’m on every page of the 
Old Testament! Jesus is on every page of the Old Testament. Every book, every story, every 
character, every miracle, every event. Everything testifies to the grace and power of God. How 
many times did the Israelites blow it. Right? We’re the Israelites! We can relate to all of those 
stories. We can see our own life in those characters and stories and was God not relentless? 
He went after them every time. Over and over and over again. Even when they messed up. He 
never bailed on them. Ever. Jesus said, You are Israel’s teacher! You should know this! You 
should know about grace, Nicodemus! 
 

11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, 
but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things 
and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things?  
 

He is saying, Nicodemus, I’m not talking about earthly things! Let’s get off that! I’m talking about 
heavenly things here, spiritual things. He is looking at Nicodemus and saying, Nicodemus, I 
want you to remember this story. 

 
 
13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of 
Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 
lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 
 

Nicodemus, it is by grace that you have been saved! By grace! What’s your part? Believe Me! 
Believe Me! Trust it! Trust what I’m saying. Trust that it’s Me who is saying this to you. Trust that 
it’s Me wooing you and drawing you and leading me. Trust Me, Nicodemus. Believe in Me, 
Nicodemus!  
 
This story is in the book of Numbers. You probably know it. A very familiar story. The Israelites 
are wandering around in the desert again. They’re starting to whine and complain, “We want to 
go back to Egypt!” And God sends a ton of these venomous snakes into their camp. These are 
the big kind! Vipers! They are biting people and the people are dying. Does that sound familiar? 
There is sin and it’s killing people! 
 
They don’t want to die. God starts working in their hearts. They realize they had sinned when 
they spoke against God and Moses. “We sinned! We’re sorry!” That was God, opening their 
eyes. “Take the snakes away!” Dialogue. They are responding to God opening their eyes, 
showing their sin.  
 
God tells Moses, take a bronze snake. Put it on a pole, stick it up there. Then you tell those 
people, look to the snake and you will live. Now, some of those people are going, “What good is 
that going to do!? Just give me a cure! Give me some medicine! Take the snakes away.” That’s 
what they were saying!  
 
God said, NO! That’s an earthly solution! I’m not going to take the snakes away! I’m going to put 
a snake on a pole and I want you to just look to the pole; just trust Me on this. I know it doesn’t 
seem like it’s going to do any good, but just believe. Just trust Me.  
 
And Jesus looked at Nicodemus and said, Nicodemus, I’m going to be put on a pole! I’m going 



Page 7 of 9 

to be put on a cross. And I need to be lifted up. And you need to believe in My sacrifice. You 
need to believe in My shed blood. You need to trust that THAT is going to get you in. That’s 
your part, Nicodemus. I’m saving you by grace, and I want you to trust Me. I want you to believe 
Me. Now hear this, even the faith – even the FAITH – that we need to trust Jesus, is a gift from 
God. Ephesians 2:8 says, “For it is by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not 
from yourselves, it is a gift of God, not by works, so that no one can boast.” We can’t boast, we 
can’t take any credit for any of it!  
 
The salvation process is beautiful. Powerful. Life-changing. Life-changing. It’s not religion. It’s 
not religious. Not external behavior. It’s not a behavior-modification program. It’s not walking 
around, looking good on the outside. The Pharisees had that going on, and they were nowhere 
near the kingdom of God. It’s internal. Spiritual. A new life. And it shows. Your life changes.  
 
Are you perfect? No! Am I perfect? No! But I’ll tell you something! I’ll tell you, I’ve seen 
consistently in my life, over all those years, a love for God. A respect for Jesus. A desire to 
know Him more. I sin. You sin. I’m messing up all the time. But one thing never changes, I love 
God! It doesn’t always show in my behavior, but in my heart, I’m in love with God. I’m in love 
with the One who loved me and gave Himself up for me. That has never changed from that very 
first day. I’m never going to move away from that. I’m never going to move away from that! He 
loved me before He was ever even on my radar. It changes you. It changes you. 
 
One of the beautiful things about the Bible is the way you can track God’s transforming power 
through these people’s lives.  
 
So what happened to Nicodemus? Did he walk away going, “Well, that’s better off than the 
Sanhedrin”? I don’t think that’s what happened to Nicodemus, thanks to God. We have two 
more times that Nicodemus appears in scripture. First time is in John chapter 7. Sometime later. 
It’s one of the festivals. One of the feasts. Jesus is teaching in the Temple courts, and He is 
driving the Pharisees crazy again. They hated Him! They hated Him! So by the time John 7 rolls 
around, the Pharisees have had enough, right? They said, enough of this guy! We’re going to 
go get this guy. We’re going to bring Him in, we’re ending it right now! We’re done with Jesus. 
He’s going to be a thing of the past. So they get all these temple guards. All these big, huge 
powerful guys and they send the temple guards out into the temple courts to go and get Jesus. 
So they come back. We pick up the story (John 7:45): 
 

45 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and the Pharisees, who asked 
them, “Why didn’t you bring him in?” 

Because, apparently, the first thing they noticed is, the temple guards came in – no Jesus. Why 
didn’t you bring Him in? Where is He? We sent you out there to get this guy! Why didn’t you 
bring Him in? Listen to what the temple guards said: 

46 “No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards replied. 

First of all, God said, Jesus isn’t coming in! That’s why Jesus wasn’t standing there. But these 
guys were, “No one ever speaks like this guy!” That’s what Nicodemus noticed too, right?  

47 “You mean he has deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted. 48 “Have any of the 
rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him?  

Maybe one. And he was in the room.  
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49 No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law—there is a curse on them.” 

Verse 50. I love these little details in the Bible! There is no filler in the Bible. No fluff, like the 
writers were like, I need to add a couple paragraphs. No. Every word. Every sentence is there 
for a reason. This one is, big time: 

50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, 
asked, “Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him to find out what he has 
been doing?” 

Translation: he is sticking up for Jesus in the middle of his Pharisee buddies. In the middle of 
this big Sanhedrin party where they are all trying to figure out how to kill Jesus and they are 
steaming mad. Nicodemus goes, “Is this what we’re all about? Condemning a man without 
finding out what he’s about?” I wonder if Nicodemus was thinking, did I just say that?! When you 
are born again, you start doing things and saying things and thinking things like you’ve never 
thought before, because you are a different person with a whole new life. I wonder if Nicodemus 
was like, us, was that me? The Pharisees said, “Are you from Galilee too?” That was totally a 
diss – “Are you from Galilee too?” 52Look into it, and you will find that a prophet does not come 
out of Galilee.” First clue that the Spirit of God may have blown into Nicodemus’ life is that he 
started sticking up for Jesus. You know how easy it is to keep your mouth shut at meetings like 
that? So you don’t blow your reputation? He didn’t keep his mouth shut. 

The second time we see Nicodemus is in John 19. Nicodemus had a friend, another wealthy 
guy, probably high up politically. His name was Joseph, from Arimathea.  

8 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus.  

This is after Jesus had been crucified and He is dead, still up there on the cross. It’s important 
to note that often, they just left the bodies there. Who wants to do that task, right? They were left 
there for days, weeks. Usually the scavengers, wild animals would take care of it. But Joseph of 
Arimathea and we’ll see, Nicodemus, said, we can’t just leave Him up there.  

Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. 
With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away. 39 He was accompanied by 
Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night.  

Just in case we forgot. In Luke’s version of this story, Luke has these guys taking the body 
down. Think about that. I have no idea how they did that. Two elderly, wealthy guys, like 
senators, with reputations at stake, careers at stake and they huddle up. We can’t leave Him up 
there like that! Somehow, they find a ladder or something. I don’t know. They must have had to 
climb up there. I don’t know. They had to remove Him. We know that Jesus was beaten beyond 
recognition, whipped and beaten. You know the story. He was totally covered in blood and they 
somehow, between these two guys, removed the body from the cross. Maybe on their shoulder 
they somehow made their way down the ladder. Then they carried the body to a tomb. The 
scripture says that Nicodemus brought 75 pounds of spices because they wanted to respect 
Him and bury Him right. Somehow these two guys did all that. They brought Him to this tomb, 
and then one by one they cut these pieces of linen and covered Him with the spices and 
meticulously wrapped every inch of Jesus’ body. It must have take hours and hours and when 
they were done, they were probably covered from head to toe with blood and dirt and sweat, 
and they didn’t care. They didn’t care. They did this in broad daylight. Do you know how many 
ceremonial Jewish laws were broken? You aren’t even supposed to touch a dead body if you 
are a Jew, let alone a Pharisee! And here they are moving a dead body covered in blood! You 
aren’t supposed to come within ten miles of blood! They are covered in blood and they don’t 
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care because when you are born again, you don’t care what your Pharisee buddies think any 
more. You don’t care if you’re going to lose your reputation. You don’t care about any of that. 
What you care about is your Lord, Jesus. You want to love Him and honor Him and respect 
Him, because of what He has done for you. That’s what born-again people do. Are they perfect? 
No! But they love God. They love God. They don’t care any more about all that other stuff: 
reputation, what people are saying and all that. They don’t care.  

I just wonder this morning, as I close, where we are at. I wonder if God is working in this room 
right now. Is the Spirit blowing in this room? I have no idea. Maybe you are here today and you 
connected with Nicodemus and you have a pretty good exterior Christian thing going on, and 
maybe you’ve had it for years. But maybe this morning in your heart of hearts, you know there’s 
a disconnect. You’re not sure about this relationship. You’re not sure that your life has been 
transformed. Maybe God is speaking, wooing, drawing you to Himself today. Maybe you’re like 
me and it’s very clear that your life, internally and externally, is on a whole different path – not 
the one you want it to be. You’re seeing. God is showing you this morning that you are tired. It 
takes a lot to maintain a façade. It takes a lot and maybe God is speaking to your heart this 
morning. If that’s the case, I want to pray for you this morning. I want to pray for you, that you 
would respond to Him. That you would respond, That you would reach out to Him, that you 
would open your heart to Him, that you would invite Him in, so that you would respond! Amen? 

 

God, I thank You so much for what You are doing here this morning. You are so loving and so 
gracious, not to leave us dead. Not to leave us unable to come to You. You opened our hearts, 
You saved us by grace. You granted us new birth. Now You are interacting right now with us in 
this room. Interacting with people right now. I want to pray, God, that we would listen and 
respond. That we would listen and respond in faith, trusting that You love, trusting that You 
care, trusting that You want to come in. We want to change. We want to be different. God, have 
Your way with us. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


