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August 16, 2015 
Psalm 119 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

       The Eternal Word of God 
 

Hi, everyone. My name is Larry Adams, and I wanted to take just a moment to thank you for 
downloading the podcast of this message. At Golden Hills we are committed to exalting Jesus 
and preaching the word. Your downloading of this message is a great encouragement to us as 
we know that our ministry is going out to spread God’s word all over the world. 

We want you to know too that in no way do we intend these messages to be a replacement for 
your involvement in a good local church where, sitting under the authority of pastors and other 
teachers, you can learn to worship, grow, and serve and be engaged with a body of believers 
where you can grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

We realize also that some of you may be in areas of the world where there is no local church. 
Therefore, we’re hoping that these messages you’re using, as you gather with your family or 
other believers or people from the community, that it will be a great encouragement to you as 
you hear God speak into your life and help you to become disciples who are true reproducing 
followers of Jesus Christ. 

 

Well, we’ve been going through a series together called “People of Praise: Blessings from the 
Psalter.” Psalter is another word for the Psalms. If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to 
turn with me if you would to the longest psalm, Psalm 119, 175 verses. It’s not surprising that 
this would be a psalm focused on the Word of God.  

I don't have time today to read all of this, so I’m going to read some excerpts from it. No one 
knows for sure who wrote this although King David is the best candidate, but whoever wrote this 
had learned about life without God and with Him. They had learned what happens when you 
don't listen to God and what happens when you do. This section of the Psalms helps reminds us 
of the centrality importance of God's word to all of life. Listen to these excerpts from Psalm 119 
beginning in verse 1: 

1 Blessed are those whose ways are blameless, 
    who walk according to the law of the Lord. 
2 Blessed are those who keep his statutes 
    and seek him with all their heart— 
9 How can a young person stay on the path of purity? 
    By living according to your word. 
10 I seek you with all my heart; 
    do not let me stray from your commands. 
11 I have hidden your word in my heart 
    that I might not sin against you. 
57You are my portion, Lord; 
    I have promised to obey your words. 
58 I have sought your face with all my heart; 
    be gracious to me according to your promise. 
73 Your hands made me and formed me; 
    give me understanding to learn your commands. 
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81 My soul faints with longing for your salvation, 
    but I have put my hope in your word. 
89 Your word, Lord, is eternal;  
    it stands firm in the heavens. 
90 Your faithfulness continues through all generations; 
    you established the earth, and it endures. 
91 Your laws endure to this day, 
    for all things serve you. 
97 Oh, how I love your law! 
    I meditate on it all day long. 
98 Your commands are always with me 
    and make me wiser than my enemies. 
99 I have more insight than all my teachers, 
    for I meditate on your statutes. 
100 I have more understanding than the elders, 
    for I obey your precepts. 
101 I have kept my feet from every evil path 
    so that I might obey your word. 
102 I have not departed from your laws, 
    for you yourself have taught me. 
103 How sweet are your words to my taste, 
    sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
104 I gain understanding from your precepts; 
    therefore I hate every wrong path. 
105 Your word is a lamp for my feet, 
    a light on my path.  
111 Your statutes are my heritage forever; 
    they are the joy of my heart. 
112 My heart is set on keeping your decrees 
    to the very end. 
129 Your statutes are wonderful; 
    therefore I obey them. 
130 The unfolding of your words gives light; 
    it gives understanding to the simple. 
133 Direct my footsteps according to your word; 
    let no sin rule over me. 

Let’s pray together.  

Your word is truth, God, simple and secure. Your word is the revelation of who you are. Jesus, 
you once said that it was the Word, the Scriptures, that speak of you. The highest motivation to 
read this Bible is to know this God, to know you the only true God and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent. This Word is the key to life.  

I pray today, God, you will speak to all of us, giving us ears to hear, and eyes to see, and hearts 
to believe that your Word is essential to life and we'll thank you, God, for all that you’ll show us 
today. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Years ago when I had only been a believer maybe for a year or so, I was working in Seattle 
downtown. Coming back from lunch I was walking along the sidewalk and out front was a young 
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man in front of the Scientology Center there. Scientology is a philosophical cult established by 
L. Ron Hubbard who developed a series of things called dianetics which he put into a book. 
Dianetics is a lot of mumbo-jumbo about learning your engrams and a host of other things. 
Basically it was a very clever ploy by L. Ron Hubbard to bilk millions of dollars out of millions of 
people. He’s been very successful at it.  

As I was going down the street, this young man was out there with his sign inviting people in to 
learn about L. Ron Hubbard and Dianetics and Scientology. I had been a Christian only a short 
time. I knew that there was error in it, but I didn’t know what it was. I thought, I'm gonna go in 
and learn, so I went in. As we begin our conversation there in front of this big altar built out of 
Dianetics books with L. Ron Hubbard's picture right in the center of it I realized who was the one 
they were worshiping. I began a discussion with the man about what they believed. To make a 
long story short, at one point in the conversation he said something that really caught my 
attention. He said, “Whatever you believe to be right is true. There are no absolutes.”  

I thought, Really? Whatever I believe to be right is true, and there are no absolutes. Now I 
wouldn’t recommend you doing this today what I did then because you’d probably go to jail for it 
today. There was a big, long, sharp, letter opener on his desk, so I reached down and I picked it 
up and said, “Whatever I believe is right is true? I tell you what, I believe what's right for me is to 
plunge this letter opener into your chest, therefore, it must be true.”  

I raised it up like this and he says, “You can’t do that!” 

I said, “Why not? It's right for me. It's my truth, so, therefore, it must be right.”  

He said, “You have to obey the Ten Commandments.” 

I said, “The Ten Commandments?” 

He goes, “Yeah, ‘Thou shalt not kill.’” 

I said, “I thought you said there were no absolutes? One of those absolutes just save your life.” 

Now, of course, I would never really have stabbed him in the chest, but he didn’t know that.  

You see, the point is even cultists and New Age spiritualists, atheists, and agnostics who deny 
the very existence of God know that the world cannot function without absolutes. Math doesn't 
work without absolutes. If 2+2 doesn't always equal 4 we’re in trouble. Engineering isn’t 
possible. Math is impossible. Science is impossible without absolutes. Of all the absolutes that 
exist, they must have a source. There has to be an ultimate absolute, and that ultimate absolute 
is God himself. The Word that He gives is the absolute truth.  

That's what Psalm 119 is all about, and that's why we shouldn't be surprised that the longest 
chapter in the Bible, 175 verses, is given over to the theme of God's eternal Word. Nobody 
knows, as I mentioned, who wrote Psalm 119, although David is the best bet. But whoever 
wrote this had learned the centrality of God's Word to life.  

Psalm 119 is written in the form of an acrostic poem. Each of the stanzas begins with the next 
sequential letter in the Hebrew alphabet. So there are 22 strokes or 22 stanzas in Psalm 119, 
and all of them are on the theme of the primacy of God's Word. Now, we don’t have time to 
break down all 22 of these, so I'm going to read the theme of all 22 sections. Just sit back. It’s 
not gonna be on the screen. Just let God speak to you about the centrality of his Word. Listen to 
what these 22 sections teach: 

His Word helps us walk in His ways, and He blessed it sparing us from shame and 
heartache. His Word creates purity in our hearts. His Word is our counselor; it helps us 
live in wisdom. When our hearts are burdened, His Word strengthens us. His Word gives 
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us understanding knowing good from bad, better from best. His Word is our hope and 
our salvation. His Word sustains us in suffering and in insults from the wicked. His Word 
brings us face-to-face with God and His love. His Word helps us understand affliction 
and keeps our hearts turned to God. His Word gives us perspective in the midst of 
trouble to remember God's love and compassion. His Word preserves our life even in 
the midst of persecution. His Word is eternal; it preserves our life. His Word is sweet 
giving wisdom and understanding. His Word is light guiding and guarding our lives. His 
Word is to be loved. His promises sustain us. His Word is more precious than gold 
bringing discernment and understanding. His Word gives light and understanding. It 
helps keep us from sin. His Word reveals His righteousness and is always trustworthy 
and true. His Word preserves our life and brings us near to God. God's Word promises 
deliverance from suffering and salvation to those who seek His face. His Word is true 
and brings great peace to those who obey it. #22: His Word reminds us that God is 
always there. He hears our prayers. He receives our praise, and He sustains our lives. 

And people say, “I don't need the Word of God to live.” It’s why our lives are a mess. You reject 
this and you cannot know God's life the way He designed it to be. The Bible is the Word of God, 
eternal, infallible, inerrant, inspired. Paul told Timothy in 2 Timothy 3 verse 16: 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 
in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work. 

That word “God breathed” is the word for inspired. What it means is this: God spoke His Word 
into the minds and hearts of the authors, and the Holy Spirit made sure that it was faithfully 
recorded and accurately transmitted. That's why you can know that the translations that we’re 
reading today are the very Word that God gave to the people who wrote it. Yet there are many 
today, even in the Christian community, who malign or ignore or discount or neglect the Word of 
God. People, we need to understand that rejection or neglect or marginalizing God's truth has 
an eventually devastating effect on our lives individually and on society and our nation as a 
whole.  

George Washington was right when he said, “It is impossible to govern rightly without the Word 
of God.”  

James Madison, chief architect of the Constitution, once said, “Our Constitution can guide only 
a righteous and moral people, it is wholly inadequate for the governance of any other.” 

You see, these founders understood that documents don't make great nations because unless 
there is morality and righteousness and truth at the heart of the people the whole thing will 
collapse.  

I have read that the Constitution of Vietnam was taken almost word for word from the U.S. 
Constitution. It didn't work because it was not implemented by a moral, righteous, and religious 
people. That's why Thomas Jefferson and others saw the importance of a public school system 
and public colleges. This may surprise you but they said that at the heart of it the primary text in 
our public education must be the Bible to instill moral absolutes in the hearts of our nation’s 
children. Today, we see the result of what happens when God's Word is rejected and people's 
opinions instead of God's authoritative word becomes the law of the land. 

People, America is not a democracy. It is a republic. A democracy is steered by the will of the 
majority, but a republic is steered by following just and righteous laws. The founders knew if it 
became a matter of the people's will versus the laws of God that America would be doomed. 
What we see happening is exactly what the apostle Paul told Timothy would happen when 
God's Word is neglected. 2 Timothy 4 verse 1: 
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In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and 
in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the word; be 
prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great 
patience and careful instruction. 

Why is this important? 
3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit 
their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what 
their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn 
aside to myths. 

As God told the prophet Hosea in Hosea 4:6, “My people are destroyed from lack of 
knowledge.” That’s why the psalmist said the Word of God is absolute truth and essential to 
every area of life. Why is the Word of God essential? Because it's the key to a life of blessing 
instead of shame. It's a key to a life of purity instead of sin, and it’s a key to a life of wisdom 
instead of folly. The eternal Word of God is key to a life of blessing instead of shame. That's 
why the psalmist begins like this in verse 1 under the Hebrew word “Aleph.” 

1 Blessed are those whose ways are blameless, 
    who walk according to the law of the Lord. 
2 Blessed are those who keep his statutes 
    and seek him with all their heart— 
3 they do no wrong 
    but follow his ways. 
4 You have laid down precepts 
    that are to be fully obeyed. 
5 Oh, that my ways were steadfast 
    in obeying your decrees! 
6 Then I would not be put to shame 
    when I consider all your commands. 
7 I will praise you with an upright heart 
    as I learn your righteous laws. 
8 I will obey your decrees; 
    do not utterly forsake me. 

My parents were not Christians. My mom came to the Lord shortly before she died just a few 
years ago. I was not raised in a Christian home, but my parents understood the importance of 
boundaries. My parents had rules of conduct that were consistently and sometimes painfully 
enforced. I thank them for it. Things like honesty and respect for authority and hard work and 
morality and decency and common sense were expected of me. We were taught the difference 
between right and wrong. It was that clear.  

Did I always obey the righteous standards set by my parents? No, I didn't. When I didn't I knew I 
was wrong. When I didn't, it was things like shame and guilt that would come upon me because 
even though I know I had chosen the wrong path, I had chosen it. I had let people down, and I 
had violated a standard. 

You know, I used to think that the rules my parents gave me were to keep me from having fun, 
but now I know those rules were meant for my good and the good of a society in which I would 
one day live. For I ask you, Who would you rather have as your neighbor? A guy who was not 
raised with any boundaries or a guy who was taught to be moral and just and upright? You see, 
it just isn’t the individual, it's the entire society that suffers when these things aren’t taught. 
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You know, I've learned that God, the perfect Father, has given me His Word and His law for the 
same purpose that my parents did. God didn't give His Word to rob us of fun but to protect us 
and to protect society from the curse of a wayward life. That's why the psalmist said in verse 1: 

Blessed are those whose ways are blameless, 
    who walk according to the law of the Lord. 
2 Blessed are those who keep his statutes 
    and seek him with all their heart— 
3 they do no wrong 
    but follow his ways. 

You see, “Blessed are those whose ways are blameless” because they have fewer heartaches 
and regrets created by a sinful, wayward life. They come to realize that obeying God is not 
always easy and seldom popular but it's always right. It spares us from choices that bring 
shame and guilt and regrets. That's why it says in verse 2: 

Blessed are those who keep his statutes 
    and seek him with all their heart— 
3 they do no wrong 
    but follow his ways. 
4 You have laid down precepts 
    that are to be fully obeyed. 
5 Oh, that my ways were steadfast 
    in obeying your decrees! 
6 Then I would not be put to shame 
    when I consider all your commands. 

You see, the psalmist had learned when he strays from God's path he gets involved in all kinds 
of things that aren’t good. Sometimes he thinks they’re right but they're not. He’s learned, “God, 
I don't want to stray down my own path. I want to stay on yours because I'm tired of the shame 
and the guilt that comes on me from the things that I do and create.” 

You see, guilt and shame are a good thing if you respond to it rightly. Guilt and shame are to 
our spirit what pain is to the body. Pain is good. I thank God for pain, otherwise, you’d set your 
hand on a hot stove and you’d just leave it there until you look down and your hand was gone. 
You see, pain is good because as soon as you touch the hot stove you respond for the 
protection. Pain provides protection. Guilt and shame do the same thing for your spirit. When 
you're feeling shame and guilt – I’ve had people come to me and say, “I’m so ashamed of the 
way I’ve been living.”  

I say, “Good, because that shows me your spirit is still sensitive enough know you're off track 
with what God wants you to do. If you'll respond to that shame and guilt with confession and 
repentance, God will get you back on a path that will restore your life.” Shame and guilt are 
good things. 

To reject God's Word only leads to more trouble and distance from God. God will eventually 
give you over to the sin you choose to be destroyed by. You remember in Romans 1 where a 
whole society had chosen to sin against God and go that way? What does it say in Romans 1 
beginning in verse 28? That God gave them over to it. You see God gives us over eventually to 
what we choose, either to righteousness and truth or over to sin and destruction. The key to 
blessing instead of shame and regret is to know and obey God's eternal Word.  

The sons of Korah wrote in Psalm 84 verse 11: 

For the Lord God is a sun and shield; 
    the Lord bestows favor and honor; 
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no good thing does he withhold 
    from those whose walk is blameless. 

People, that doesn't mean that if you follow God and obey Him everything is gonna be smooth 
and trouble-free. It won't. But your trials will not be the result of your own sin and rebellion, and 
you will know that the power and blessing of God's presence will be with you in whatever you 
are facing. Those trials will press you closer to God not drive you further away. 

1 Blessed are those whose ways are blameless, 
    who walk according to the law of the Lord. 

Not only blessing instead of shame and regret, but the eternal Word of God is the key to a life of 
purity instead of sin. The psalmist said in verse 9: 

9 How can a young person stay on the path of purity? 
    By living according to your word. 
10 I seek you with all my heart; 
    do not let me stray from your commands. 
11 I have hidden your word in my heart 
    that I might not sin against you.  

Praise be to you, LORD; 
    teach me your decrees. 
13 With my lips I recount 
    all the laws that come from your mouth. 
14 I rejoice in following your statutes 
    as one rejoices in great riches. 
15 I meditate on your precepts 
    and consider your ways. 
16 I delight in your decrees; 
    I will not neglect your word. 

In the late 70s I was working for a computer company. The IT world was very different back in 
the 70s. In fact, the real rage was mainframe computers, these huge, computing boxes that 
would sometimes take up rooms inside of a company. Your smart cell phone probably has more 
computing power than some of these old, huge, mainframe boxes, but my job was to help 
introduce the new thing called the minicomputer at the time. I would go to these data processing 
managers in these large companies to talk with them about their computing. Often I’d have to go 
into their computer room which they called “the clean room.” This is why. They wanted it to be 
absolutely pure in there. When I went in I had to put on a little cap, gloves, a little gown, and 
booties. I looked like I was going in to have a baby actually, but I wasn't. 

You would walk in this room, and everything in there was dust free and as clean as it could be 
because they didn't want to run the risk of anything coming in to contaminate the heart of their 
system. They would go to great lengths to maintain the purity. 

I was thinking about that this week as I was reading Psalm 119. I thought, Why would we ever 
be surprised that God would want that same standard of purity to be in the heart of every person 
in whom He comes to live? Why would it surprise us to think that God would want a pure life in 
which to come and dwell? We can’t have that kind of a pure life unless God is producing it 
through the Word and His Spirit. That's what the psalmist was driving home in this section of 
Psalm 119 when he said in verse 9: 

How can a young person (or an old person for that matter) stay on the path of purity? 
    By living according to your word. 
10 I seek you with all my heart; 
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    do not let me stray from your commands. 
11 I have hidden your word in my heart 
    that I might not sin against you. 

That word for purity is the word for moral, intellectual, relational purity. It's purity on every level: 
thought, word, and deed. Not just with man but purity with God, and not just physically but 
mentally and spiritually pure. You see, that can’t happen without the help that God gives 
because mankind has a heart problem. You can’t have a pure heart unless God makes it pure.  

You see, the prophet Jeremiah proclaimed to a sinful and rebellious people in Jeremiah 17:9 a 
word that is very unpopular today and part of our problem. We don’t want to hear it: 

The heart is deceitful above all things 
    and beyond cure. 
    Who can understand it? 

Mankind isn't gonna cure the heart problem. We are sinful. In fact that word “deceitful” is the 
same word for “sick” or “unreliable.” You see the core of man's problem is in his heart. Man is 
not naturally good. We're naturally sinful. We are born with a sin nature that we inherited from 
Adam. Left our own devices we will choose sin. I’ve shared with you before that new parents 
struggle with this all the time. “You can't tell me my little Johnny, my little Suzie has a sin nature. 
They're pure little, good little cherubs.” 

I say, “Really? Call me when they’re two.” 

I tell parents all the time, “What do you have to teach a kid? You have to teach them to be bad 
or you have to teach them to be good? You have to teach them to lie or you have to tell them 
the truth. You have to teach them to be selfish or you have to teach them to give? What do you 
have to teach them?” Because if you leave them to themselves naturally what do they end up 
doing? They lie. They cheat. They’re selfish. It’s because they have a sin nature. You can deny 
it all you want but it’s the truth. The heart is desperately sick.  

That's why when the Pharisees confronted Jesus about the fact that His disciples weren’t 
washing their bowls before they ate. They weren’t washing their hands ceremonially to be 
ritually clean and avoid defilement. You remember what Jesus told them? Matthew 15 verse 16: 

“Are you still so dull?” Jesus asked them. 

You don’t want Jesus to ever say, “Are you so dull?” It means you ain’t listening. “I’ve told 
you this before. You’re so think you ain’t getting it. Are you so dull?” 

17 “Don’t you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then 
out of the body? 18 But the things that come out of a person’s mouth come from 
the heart, and these defile them. 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts—
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 20 These are 
what defile a person; but eating with unwashed hands does not defile them.” 

That’s why Jesus always thought it strange, even today I think, that someone would never go 
out of their house unless their hair was just right or their makeup was just right or their tie was 
fixed just right, that unless they knew they looked really good they wouldn't think of going out 
into public. But they don't think at all about going out with a heart that's full of sin or greed or lust 
or pride or anger or selfishness. God doesn't give a rip what you're wearing on the outside of 
your body, what your hair or makeup looks like. What God cares about is what’s going on in the 
heart because Jesus said it’s out of that heart that your mouth speaks. It's out of your heart that 
all this stuff comes. So unless God changes that heart, you can’t expect good results. That's 
why the psalmist said in verse 11: 
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I have hidden your word in my heart 
    that I might not sin against you. 

You see, if you release a generation of unschooled, untrained, unrestrained, moral derelicts out 
of our school systems and out of our families into the world, you'll get a society like we have 
today.  

Chuck Colson pointed to a study once by two criminologists, James Q. Wilson and Richard 
Hernstein, who were researching what causes children to become criminals. They wrote a book 
about it called Crime and Human Nature. Listen to what they said: 

Whether person becomes a criminal depends crucially on the development of 
conscience in the early years. Adult behavior is a reflection of childhood moral training, 
the development of internal restraints on impulsive behavior.  

Scripture teaches that evil is a part of human nature from birth. The Puritans captured 
the idea in the New England Primer: “In Adam's fall we sinned all.” 

In colonial days, parents know that their primary task was to instill moral conscience in 
their children. Later the Biblical view was rejected as harsh and negative in the 18th 
century. John Jacques Rousseau introduced a new philosophy of childhood, “Children 
are not sinners. They are naturally good. The goal of education ought to be to free 
children's natural impulses.” 

In the 1960s, Rousseau's ideas became common currency among educators and child 
experts. Morality was denounced as repressive and stifling. Childrearing theories 
rejected self-control in favor of what? Self-expression. Even the Army had a recruiting 
slogan at one time remember? Not “Come and do your duty” but “Be all you can be.” But 
without moral self-control there is no check on the innate tendency to evil. No sooner did 
Rousseau's concept of childhood become widespread than the crime rate began to climb 
and there was no coincidence. It’s still climbing today engulfing ever younger children.  

The only solution to juvenile crime is to reverse our ideas about childhood. We need to 
recapture the Puritan insight that children are sinners who need moral training. Without 
internal moral restraints, any civilization will fall into barbarism. 

In a prophetic word that Colson gave probably more than 20 years ago now, he said: 

If people are not governed by internal values, they must be governed by external force. 
Take away the Bibles that direct a nation’s soul, and the government will be forced to 
bring out bayonets. 

 He was right. Bibles or bayonets? Internal or external? What will bring the kind of control that 
allows society to survive? You see, without moral purity and inner restraints created by God's 
Word faithfully hidden in the heart, sin will prevail. That's why it's imperative that we hide this 
Word in our heart every day.  

There will always be excuses as to why people don't want to read the Bible. In fact, there is no 
coincidence that a nation that once probably displayed crosses and the Ten Commandments in 
the public square now in moral and spiritual decline seeks to remove those reminders from their 
conscience. You cannot have reminders of “Do not commit adultery. Do not lie. Do not cheat. 
Do not steal. Do not covet.” You can't have those reminders constantly confronting you when 
that's the very life you choose to live in. So what's happened when a moral conscience of a 
nation gets seared? They seek to remove God's Word from their midst.  
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That's why individuals who come and tell me, “You know, yeah I'm a Christian but, man, it’s 
been hard reading God's Word. I can't find the time. It isn’t very interesting. I don't seem to 
understand it anymore.”  

I can very easily say to them, “You know what? What sin is going on in your life that you don't 
want God to confront with His Word? What selfishness? What pride? What area of control do 
you want to keep that you don't want God to confront in your life?”  

D.L. Moody, the great pastor and evangelist once said, “This book, the Bible, will either keep 
you from sin or sin will keep you from this book.” This book is where God speaks and will teach 
us a life of purity instead of sin. Not only the key to blessing instead of shame and the key to 
purity instead of sin, but the eternal Word of God is the key to a life of wisdom instead of folly.  

If you go back a little bit -- by the way, these themes are repeated over and over in Psalm 119 -- 
but in verse 97 we read this: 

Oh, how I love your law! 
    I meditate on it all day long. 
98 Your commands are always with me 
    and make me wiser than my enemies. 
99 I have more insight than all my teachers, 
    for I meditate on your statutes. 
100 I have more understanding than the elders, 
    for I obey your precepts. 
101 I have kept my feet from every evil path 
    so that I might obey your word. 
102 I have not departed from your laws, 
    for you yourself have taught me. 
103 How sweet are your words to my taste, 
    sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
104 I gain understanding from your precepts; 
    therefore I hate every wrong path. 

Your word is a lamp for my feet, 
    a light on my path.  

People, common sense is no longer common. Information is replacing knowledge, and 
intelligence is more valued than wisdom.  

Forty-five years ago in the early 70s, a guy by the name of Charles Manson, who is now 81 
years old, masterminded an orgy of bloodshed that became a vivid symbol of mindless murder. 
Today he is becoming a pop celebrity. Colson, in one of the books I was reading, said of him: 

Manson was the wild-eyed leader of the gang that murdered several people including 
actress Sharon Tate and her unborn baby. From his prison cell, Manson is evolving into 
a cult hero. Several rock bands have played songs he’s composed. His face is 
appearing on T-shirts, jackets, hats, hair clips, and even children's clothing. People 
picking the clothes off the rack told reporters, “They don't see Manson as evil. He's just 
misunderstood” as one customer said. 

Colson asked the question, How did our values get so inverted? You see, you only have to look 
at how high crimes like perjury, adultery, obstructing justice, and lawlessness are being handled 
at the highest levels of government to know that there is a problem. Things that are trivialize to 
the point that many Americans say, “No big deal, as long as the economy is good.” In fact, those 
who speak out against these injustices are shouted down as narrow minded, judgmental, 
homophobes, racist, or Republicans.  
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God was right when he had Paul sum up the same societal symptoms like this for the Romans 
when he said, “Professing to be wise they have become fools.” The key to wisdom is to know, 
understand, listen to, and obey the Word of God. That's why the psalmist wrote as he did. He 
wrote from his own experience. That's why he said in verse 97: 

Oh, how I love your law! 
    I meditate on it all day long. 
98 Your commands are always with me 
    and make me wiser than my enemies. 
99 I have more insight than all my teachers, 
    for I meditate on your statutes. 
100 I have more understanding than the elders, 
    for I obey your precepts. 

He's not saying, “I'm smarter than everybody else. I’m smarter than my teachers, smarter than 
my parents, smarter than my elders.” He’s not saying that. What he's saying is, “I may not be 
the smartest guy on the block, but I have wisdom and I have insight and I have understanding 
into the world and the way it functions because I'm listening to God. If my teachers and my 
elders and instructors are not, they don't have wisdom, but I have it. I can see what they cannot 
see.”  

Don't take this wrong, but that's why a young person 18 years old with the love of God and the 
word hidden in their heart who goes into a secular college classroom and listens to a lot of the 
garbage that’s taught there as truth comes away saying, “That's not right” has more wisdom and 
insight and understanding than his teachers. That’s what the psalmist was talking about. That's 
what the psalmist was talking about.  

“I love your law,” he said. “It gives me wisdom, insight, knowledge, and protection. I see the folly 
of life without God. I see the foolishness that is often touted as wisdom. I see the world and 
where it's headed, and I will not follow that path. I will not adopt those standards. I will not ever 
walk in that way.”  

There was a time when Western culture had a moral code that everybody went by. If you didn't 
go by it you were seen as aberrant. Not anymore. Not anymore. “Christians need to make it 
clear,” Colson once said: 

that morality is not based on private opinions. It's based on a transcendent truth. God's 
truth. God's eternal Word that gives us wisdom to see the folly of life without God and to 
pursue God and His truth with a deeper understanding.” 

“Your Word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” 

It was May 7, 1915 when the RMS Lusitania, a British ocean liner, was struck by a German 
torpedo and sank. It sank in minutes killing 1,198 people out of the 1,959 that were on board. In 
her book, Lusitania, an Epic Tragedy, author Diana Preston recorded the observations of one 
passenger on board that day, a bookseller by the name of Charles Laureate. This is what he 
said: 

As the ship was sinking, and as Laureate looked around to see who needed lifejackets, 
he noticed that among the crowds now pouring on deck, nearly everyone who passed by 
him had a life jacket but they were wearing it incorrectly. In his panic, one man had 
thrust one arm through an arm hole and his head through the other. Others rushed past 
wearing them upside down. No one had read the neat little signs of instruction on how to 
wear the lifejackets that were all over the ship. 
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Laureate tried to help, but some thought he was trying to take their lifejackets from them, 
and they fled in terror. Laureate saw dead and drowning people dotting the sea like 
seagulls. Many bodies were floating upside down because people had put their 
lifejackets on the wrong way up so that their heads were pushed underwater. Many 
people died needlessly because they either ignored, misunderstood, or disobeyed the 
lifesaving instructions. 

People, our world is filled with people needlessly suffering and dying because they ignore, 
misunderstand, or disobeyed God's life-giving instructions. God is the ultimate absolute. His 
Word is eternal. Jesus said, “This Word speaks of me.” His Word is unchanging. We reject, 
ignore, or disobey this Word to our own peril and the peril of the society in which we live. God 
always offers a choice: life or death.  

The offer of life comes to those who live a life of blessing instead of shame, purity instead of sin, 
wisdom instead of folly. The eternal Word of God is the key to that life. That's why Psalm 119 
says in verse 89: 

Your word, Lord, is eternal; 
    it stands firm in the heavens. 
90 Your faithfulness continues through all generations; 
    you established the earth, and it endures. 
91 Your laws endure to this day, 
    for all things serve you. 

No wonder the psalmist begin this great Psalm like this in verse 1: 

Blessed are those whose ways are blameless, 
    who walk according to the law of the Lord. 
2 Blessed are those who keep his statutes 
    and seek him with all their heart 

Lord, it's always been that way. It’s never changed; it never will. Your word is truth; it’s 
unchanging. Your Word is eternal; it is the same. We either know it, hide in our hearts, embrace 
it, and obey it, and experience the blessing comes with it, or we reject it and go our own way 
and reap the ruin that comes with it.  

As Christians today we cannot afford to live by the voices of the world that are voices controlled 
by the evil one. We need to know you. We need to hear your voice. We need to believe you, 
and we need to obey. Help us to hide this Word in our heart that you and you alone will be our 
hope, our joy, our vision, our help. We'll thank you, God, in your precious name, Amen. 

 


