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September 6, 2015 
John 17:1-5 

Pastor Larry Adams 
 

Remember His Life 
 
Hi, everyone. My name is Larry Adams, and I wanted to take just a moment to thank you for 
downloading the podcast of this message. At Golden Hills we are committed to exalting Jesus 
and preaching the word. Your downloading of this message is a great encouragement to us as 
we know that our ministry is going out to spread God’s word all over the world. 

We want you to know too that in no way do we intend these messages to be a replacement for 
your involvement in a good local church where, sitting under the authority of pastors and other 
teachers, you can learn to worship, grow, and serve and be engaged with a body of believers 
where you can grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

We realize also that some of you may be in areas of the world where there is no local church. 
Therefore, we’re hoping that these messages you’re using, as you gather with your family or 
other believers or people from the community, that it will be a great encouragement to you as 
you hear God speak into your life and help you to become disciples who are true reproducing 
followers of Jesus Christ. 

 

If you have your Bibles today, I’d like you to turn with me if you would to John 17. It's hard to 
believe it’s September already. Officially Labor Day weekend marks the traditional end of 
summer although technically we have a couple more weeks of it. The summer is coming to a 
close, we’re beginning a new fall, and I can't think of a better way than right here at the table of 
communion.  

Jesus is with His disciples in the upper room in a very personal moment. The next day He's on 
His way to the cross to give His life for the sins of the world. In John 17 we have the longest 
recorded prayer of Jesus. Today, as we open this up, we’re hoping it will touch hearts here and 
also for many of you who are watching with us online at this moment. I know some of you are at 
home, some are recovering from surgery, some with long-term illness and other issues. We’re 
so glad you could be here today. We pray for you every week. Many of you, if we have your 
names, we’re praying for you. There's also people that are meeting, watching online now all 
over the country and various places. We welcome you and our missionary partners and others 
around the world. Thank you for being with us today as we lift up the name of Jesus. 

I'd like to read Jesus’ prayer or least the first opening verses where He begins to pray not only 
for Himself, but that we might know and have true life. Here's how John put it that night. He was 
there. Here's how he recorded it: 

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify 
you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give 
eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that 
they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 
4 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to 
do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with 
you before the world began.” 
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Let's pray. 

Father, I love this passage because it allows us to see the very heart of your Son who prayed 
that night for Himself, who prayed for the twelve, who prayed for us. What was on His heart that 
night was bringing you glory and bringing life to us. Lord, as we gather at this table today to 
remember Him, help us to remember His life and we’ll thank you for all that you’ll show us, Lord. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

Most people are not seeking after life, there's seeking after longevity. There is a difference. 
Simon Critchley, contemporary philosopher, wrote a book called The Book of Dead 
Philosophers. In that book he was writing about how many of us do not know how to prepare for 
death because we haven’t really understood life. He is especially surprised, he writes, that 
Christians, who have many reasons not to fear death, are still so afraid to die. Here's what he 
writes in his book referring to a detailed national survey that claimed 92% of Americans believe 
in God, 85% believe in heaven, and 82% believe in miracles, but the deeper truth is that such 
religious belief, complete with a heavenly afterlife, brings believers little solace in the face of 
death. The only priesthood in which people really seem to believe is the medical profession, and 
the purpose of their sacramental drugs and technology is to support longevity, the sole 
unquestioned good of contemporary western life. 

Critchley goes on to write: 

If proof were needed that many religious believers actually do not practice what they 
preach then they can be found in the ignorance of religious teaching on death, 
particularly Christian teaching. Christianity in the hands of a Paul or an Augustine or a 
Luther is a way of becoming reconciled to the brevity of human life and giving up the 
desire for wealth, worldly goods, and temporal power. 

Here’s the statement he made that really got my attention: 

But many Christians today are actually leading desperate, atheist lives bounded by a 
desire for longevity and a terror about death.  

When most people talk about life, they talk about it in terms of length. “I want to live a long time.” 
Life has little or nothing to do with longevity, but it has everything to do with God. You see, you 
and I are already eternal creations. We are going to exist somewhere forever. The longevity 
issue has already been settled. If you're alive right now, you're eternal. If you're a human being, 
you’re eternal. You're gonna spend that eternity somewhere in some quality.  

You see, some day when our bodies die and our souls leave here, they're going somewhere 
because they’re eternal. The issue is not length but quality. “Where am I going to spend 
eternity? What will I experience forever? Who am I going to spend it with or will I be alone?” You 
see, the issue is not longevity, it's life. That’s why Jesus prayed the way He did at the Last 
Supper the night before he died. John wrote:  

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify 
you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give 
eternal life to all those you have given him.” 

Not eternal existence -- you already got that -- eternal life is what He has authority to give: life 
given to us by means of His death which is what we're remembering right here in communion.  
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Each month we celebrate the truth that communion is our reminder of the death of Jesus, a 
death He died in our place to pay for our sins. This meal is a memorial. Jesus said, “As often 
as you eat it, do it in remembrance of me.” We remind ourselves each month that eating this 
will not make you a Christian. This will not get your sins forgiven. This won't get you into 
heaven, and you won't get any life because you've eaten this meal. The only way we can be 
saved from what sin has done in separating us from God and leaving us in a state of spiritual 
death is by coming to Jesus and believing in His death at the cross, that it was sufficient 
payment for our sin meeting the full demands of God's law. By making that payment, we were 
justified and God is justified to give us eternal life. He was buried in a tomb, the grave couldn't 
hold Him, three days later he rose again victorious. He’s alive today conquering sin, death, and 
the grave for us and all who believe. When you believe that and invite Christ into your life, you 
have life. In remembering His death we’re actually confronted again with His life. 

In this section in John 17 begins the longest recorded prayer of Jesus. He prayed this the night 
before He went to the cross. His prayer was quite extensive. It starts out beginning praying for 
Himself that He would glorify God, that He would complete the work God had given Him to do, 
and that He would give life to all those God had given Him. Then He would return to the glory 
He had before He came to the earth. 

Then He prays for His disciples who were in the room with Him that night, that they be protected 
from the evil one and that they might be faithful witnesses of His gospel to the world. The fact 
that you and I are Christians today, that we have the Word of God and the Holy Spirit living in 
us, is testimony that Jesus’ prayer was answered in regards to those disciples. They did their 
job well. They were the foundation.  

Then He goes on to pray for us and all believers that we will be one with Him and one with each 
other as He lives His life out in us and through us to shine His glory and His gospel to the world. 
In this opening prayer He prays to complete the work that will bring glory to God and life to us. 

Communion reminds us that there is no life apart from Jesus. Why is that? Because Jesus is the 
only one who has the authority to give us life. That's why John said in verse 1: 

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify 
you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give 
eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that 
they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 
4 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to 
do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with 
you before the world began.” 

“For you granted Him authority.” You can't give what you don't have. You cannot offer what 
you don't possess.  

With all the Hilary Clinton email scandal stuff being uncovered, I wouldn't want to be a 
spokesperson for the State Department these days. They are getting hammered for information. 
With the important matters of national security possibly being compromised, reporters are 
hammering State Department officials for answers and rightly so. 

This last week at a press conference, Deputy Spokesperson Mark Toner was asked some very 
pointed questions about whether he thought Hillary Clinton compromised national security or 
broke federal law with this whole server scandal. His answer was, “I don't have authority to 
answer that.” He was right. He doesn't have the authority to do that. 
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You see, authority means having the power or the right to offer something. What they were 
asking he couldn't give. He didn’t have authority to give it. That kind of authority has to be given 
to us or it has to be earned by us. You can't give what you don't have.  You can’t offer what you 
don't possess. You see, that's why you can't find life in anyone but Jesus because He's the only 
one who has the authority to grant you life. Religion can’t do that for you. Being good, going 
through rituals as good as they may be, they can’t bring you life. Only Jesus has authority to 
give that life.  

Jesus was given by the Father authority to give eternal life, and now He has the authority to give 
that life to all who believe in Him. That word “authority” means “having the power to lawfully 
give,” and Jesus has it. He has authority to do this by virtue of who He is. He is the Son of God. 
He has authority to do this by virtue of the works He completed, His works at the cross. Jesus 
has all authority to give us eternal life when we believe. When He prayed that, He used the word 
“eternal” meaning not just endless duration but a word meaning “ever-increasing quality.”  

He used the word “life” the Greek word “zoe” which means life in the absolute sense. It could be 
translated like this: “He’s giving us life the way God has life.” That's what He's offering. He can 
give it because He has authority to do it. God has life in Himself. Jesus has life in Himself, and 
Jesus gives life to whom He comes to live in Himself. In us He brings the life.  

Life is defined as connection or relationship with the God who is life. You see, to be connected 
to God is life. To be separated from God is the very definition of death. That's why people can 
have everything the world offers by way of life. They can have money, power, possession, fame, 
ease, everything the world says you need to have life. They can even say they believe in God, 
but if they don't have Christ they don't have life period. That's why people can have none of 
those things that the world offers. They have no money. They have no power. They have no 
fame. They have no prestige. They have no position. They live a life of hardship, some might 
even call it deprivation. But in this life they have Jesus Christ living in them, so they have life the 
way God designed it to be. 

Paraphrasing Merrill C. Tenney, former theologian, author, and professor at Wheaton College 
who died I believe in 1985, he said, “A worm is content and finds fulfillment in life in the soil, but 
a human being cannot be content or find fulfillment in life until they find that life in God.”  

That's why Jesus said, “Eternal life is defined as knowing the only true God and Jesus 
Christ whom He has sent.” Jesus prayed it that night in John 17 verse 3, “Now this is eternal 
life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” That 
word “to know” is more than knowing about. It is a word of experience. It is a word of intimacy. 
It's a word that’s sometimes used to explain the intimate relationship and oneness of 
relationship that God creates between a man and a woman when they are married. They know 
one another in a way different than knowing anyone else. They know God. 

To know God is to have God living in you in the person of Christ living in you. Eternal life isn't 
something you get later on when you get to heaven. Eternal life is either something you have 
now or don't have now. You get it when Christ comes to live in you. You see, that's why John 
the apostle would later write in 1 John 5 verse 11: 

And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have 
life. 

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 
know that you have eternal life. 
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You see, this is why Jesus could tell the grieving sisters of Lazarus not to fret about their brother 
or to worry about death. Do you remember? Jesus loved these ladies, and they loved Him. He 
loved their brother Lazarus. Their younger brother died. We don't know how: disease, accident, 
somehow he died. When Jesus shows up at the cemetery, the sisters are saying, “If you'd only 
been here, Lord, you could have prevented this. You could done something.” They and 
everybody else were grieving.  

Do you remember what Jesus told them in John 11 verse 25?: 

I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even 
though they die; 

Did you hear that? “If you believe in me, your body’s gonna die but you never will. You’re 
gonna live even if you die. So, girls, your brother’s body’s dead but he’s not.” Look at this: 

 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this? 

Do you have Jesus living in you today? If you do, you have life. Jesus said, “If you live by 
believing in me, you’ll never die. Your body could die but you can’t die.”  

By the way, if you in your longevity goals reach some ancient age, you’re gonna be glad to be 
out of this body. I can already tell you, young people, by experience things start breaking down. 
They don't work like they used to work. After a while, man, you get so many replacement parts 
you aren't even an original equipment. There comes a time when you want to be out of this 
thing and then you're gonna know, “I've lived in that body and I'm living out of it because I can’t 
die. I cannot die.” Amazing. 

The question was, Do you believe this? Jesus said: 

Do you believe this? 

You see, it isn’t that Christians run around happy about death. That’s a warped view. Death 
hurts. It stings. That’s why Paul said, “We grieve, but not like those who have no hope because 
we know it’s not the end. In fact, our loved one in Christ hasn’t died at all. Their body is but 
they're not.” 

That's why Jesus said to those sisters, “By the way, you want to see? Lazarus, come out.” 
Boom. The guy walks out of the grave because he wasn't dead. Amazing. You see, that's why 
Jesus could tell his disciples at the Last Supper in John 14:6, “I am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

It's why Jesus could tell the religious leaders in His day, “You guys are knocking it out in 
your Bible study, but you don't have life.” You remember John 5 verse 39: 

You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have 
eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to 
come to me to have life. 

The Scriptures don't give you life, Jesus gives you life. The Scriptures point to Jesus.  

When I was at Multnomah University studying for the ministry back in the early 80s, they had a 
professor, John Lawrence, who asked us one day in a theology class, “How many people, guys, 
do you think that are known in the world to have memorized the Bible, the whole thing?” We had 
no idea. We couldn’t even imagine it. He said in class – I’ll never forget this – at the time he said 
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there were five known people in the world that had memorized the entire Bible that he was 
aware of. Five of them, and he shared that at least one and possibly two of them were atheists. 
Memorizing the Bible doesn't give you life. The Bible points to Jesus. He said, “You gotta 
come to me to have life.” Sin brings death; Jesus gives life.  

That's why Paul the Jew, who came to find life in Christ, wrote to the Romans in Romans 6 
verse 23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” You see, the wages of sin - what sin pays is death, separation from God. What Jesus 
gives is life - relationship with God. God is life. You can't have life apart from Him. That's why 
Jesus said in John 10 verse 10, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 
come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” John 3:16, “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” 

People, I don't know your circumstances. I don’t know how hard they are or how good they are. 
I don’t know how you would say, “I have a great life. I have a poor life. I have a good life. I have 
a hard life.” I don't know what you would say, but whatever you got I can tell you right now don't 
despair if it ain’t going the way you want because if you have Jesus you got life. Believe me, 
whatever you got here, the best is yet to come. The best is yet to come. Knowing Jesus is the 
key to life. 

Os Guinness in a book he wrote called The Call: Finding and Fulfilling the Central Purpose of 
Your Life, he was telling about a time when in a prayer meeting sponsored by the White House -
- a different day -- Arthur F. Burns, the former chairman of the United States Federal Reserve 
and Ambassador to Germany was there. He was telling what happened the day that Arthur 
Burns was at this meeting. Here’s what he wrote: 

Arthur F. Burns was a man of considerable gravity. Medium in height, distinguished with 
wavy, silver hair, and his signature pipe. He was economic counselor to a number of 
presidents from Dwight D. Eisenhower to Ronald Reagan. When he spoke, his opinions 
carried weight, and Washington listened.  

Arthur Burns was Jewish. So when he began attending an informal White House prayer 
group and fellowship, which was primarily Christians who got together for prayer and 
fellowship in the 1970s, he was accorded special respect. No one, in fact, quite knew 
how to involve him in the group being Jewish. Week after week when different people 
took turns to end the meeting in prayer, Burns was always passed by out of a mixture of 
respect and reticence. They didn’t know what to do. They didn't want to offend him. 

One week, however, the group was led by a newcomer who did not know the unusual 
status that Burns occupied. As the meeting ended, the newcomer turned to Arthur Burns 
and asked him to close the time with prayer. Some of the old-timers glanced at each 
other in surprise and wondered what would happen, but without missing a beat Burns 
reached out, held hands with others in the circle, and he prayed this prayer.  

Lord, I pray that you would bring Jews to know Jesus Christ. I pray that you 
would bring Muslims to know Jesus Christ. Finally, Lord, I pray that you would 
bring Christians to know Jesus Christ, Amen. 

Arthur Burns got it right. You don't get to heaven because you’re Jewish. You don’t get to 
heaven because you call yourself a Muslim, and you don't get to heaven because you call 
yourself a Christian. There are millions of Christians on the planet who don't know Jesus. 
Christianity that Jesus was describing is not about a religion. It's about a relationship with God. 
That’s why if you don't know Jesus, if you don't believe in Him as Savior and Lord the only way 
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to God, you don't have life period. But if you do know Him, you have eternal life and you can't 
lose it. You’re gonna live forever.  

You see, we have this on Jesus’ authority that everyone who knows and believes in Him will be 
saved from death and have eternal life. You remember Paul the Jew who discovered this? Who 
opposed Jesus until he knew who He was? Romans 10 verse 9 he said: 

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are 
justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 11 As 
Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.” 12 For there is 
no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses 
all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

It’s all remembered right here in communion. Communion reminds us that there is no life apart 
from Jesus. Life has little or nothing to do with longevity. It has everything to do it relationship 
with God, a relationship that cannot be without the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross who paid 
there for our sins; was buried and rose again the third day; and who is alive today offering hope, 
forgiveness, and eternal life to everyone who will believe and receive Him. 

You see, Jesus has authority to give life by virtue of who He is and by virtue of what He's done. 
That's why He could say that night, “This bread is my body. This cup is my blood. It's given 
for you, so whenever you eat it remember me, the only one who can give you life.”  

God, thank you for this. Thank you for this. When I think of all the years I had where I didn’t 
have a clue. I believed that you existed; I just didn’t know who you were. This is eternal life that 
we may know you the only true God in Jesus Christ whom you have sent.  

Lord, as we break this bread today and drink this cup, as we remember your death, help us to 
be confronted again with your life. I pray today, God, that you will help lost people to come to 
you and find life. I pray that we who have invited you into our lives, if we’ve gone wayward with 
that or we’re not living for you, I ask you, God, to bring us back to repentance and to a life 
you've called us to live.  

For some of us today, God, it's a matter simply of joining our worship and praise with people all 
over the world to thank you for who you are and that in Christ we have life. May you be honored 
by our remembrance, Lord, we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen. 


