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I AM (The Light of the World) 
 
Hi Everyone.  My name is Larry Adams and I want to take a moment to thank you for 
downloading the podcast of this message. At Golden Hills we are committed to exalting 
Jesus and preaching the Word. Your downloading of this message is a great 
encouragement to us, as we know that our ministry is going out to spread God’s Word all 
over the world. 

We want you to know, too, that in no way do we intend these messages to be a 
replacement for your involvement in a good local church, where, sitting under the 
authority of pastors and other teachers, you can learn to worship, grow and serve and be 
engaged with a body of believers where you can grow in the grace and knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.   

We realize also, that some of you may be in areas of the world where there is no local 
church. Therefore, we hope these messages you are using, to gather with your family or 
other believers, or people from the community that it will be a great encouragement to 
you, as you hear God speak into your life, helping you to become disciples who are true, 
reproducing followers of Jesus Christ. 

 

We are in a series together called Who Do You Say I am? Knowing the True Jesus. If 
you have your Bibles, I’d like you to turn with me to John 8.  We’re going to be looking 
today at the second of Jesus’ great I AMs, where He said “I am the Light of the World.”  

I would like to extend a special greeting to Pastor Samson, who I is serving a church in 
Kenya, and I understand you and your people have been watching with us each week. 
We welcome you to the service and we hope you and your folks are having a great time. 
Thank you for serving Jesus faithfully on the other side of the world. We welcome you 
today.  (applause) 

Jesus is in the temple courts and He is having a dialogue back and forth with the Jews 
who are struggling to find out, who is this guy?  He keeps telling them who He is – I am 
God, I am the great I AM.  They are having a hard time with that, so Jesus is also 
sharing with them the very works of God, and they are having a hard time with that too.  
So, Jesus reveals another aspect of His true identity, the true Jesus is the light of the 
world. This is the way He put it in John 8:12-20 – 

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

13 The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing as your own witness; 
your testimony is not valid.” 



14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I 
know where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I 
come from or where I am going. 15 You judge by human standards; I pass 
judgment on no one. 16 But if I do judge, my decisions are true, because I am not 
alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me. 17 In your own Law it is written that 
the testimony of two witnesses is true. 18 I am one who testifies for myself; my 
other witness is the Father, who sent me.” 

19 Then they asked him, “Where is your father?” 

“You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me, you would 
know my Father also.” 20 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple 
courts near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, 
because his hour had not yet come. 

The Jews go back and forth with Jesus over His identity.  He reveals Himself as the 
great I AM, in verse 58, and then He encounters the blind man in John 9 : 1-7 – 

 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that 
the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the 
works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am 
in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and 
put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this 
word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 

Let’s pray together. Father, I am so grateful that You are the light and that You have 
manifested that light in Your Son, Jesus, God in human flesh. And You now seek to 
manifest that light in us. You said that if we followed You, we would never walk in 
darkness but have the light of life. And You have revealed that that light, You are. I AM. 
As we open Your word today, God, help us to see who You are and the glory and works 
that You have done.  We’ll thank You, God in Your precious name, Amen. 

It is the oldest lighthouse in California. Built in 1854, in San Francisco Bay on Alcatraz 
Island. It was in the news this week, because a group has come along seeking to restore 
it, and bring it back to its original glory.  It was the first of a string of lighthouses along the 
California coast, built to protect ships and lives that were coming in greater numbers with 
the onset of the Gold Rush of 1849. As ships sailed in the darkness off our rugged coast, 
many of those ships and many of the lives on board those ships never made it to their 
destination.  They were shipwrecked on the rocks along the shore.  So these lighthouses 
were put in to shatter the darkness, illuminate the night and to save lives, just as they 
are shining to save lives today.  

What lighthouses are to the California coast, Jesus is to the world. Jesus is the light that 
shatters the world’s darkness, saves people and leads them to life.  That’s why Jesus 



said in verse 12, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

It was the fall of the year, when Jesus uttered those words. It was the time when the 
Jews were celebrating the Feast of Tabernacles. A time when Jews came out of their 
homes, built these make-shift shelters out of sticks and leaves, commemorating the time 
when they were travelling in the wilderness under Moses.  It was God who supplied for 
them as they lived in this transient housing from day to day. The Feast of Tabernacles. 
In the wilderness, it was God who was their light and life. In fact, at the start of this Feast 
of Tabernacles, the Jews would set up this huge candelabra that would be shining out of 
the temple area, to light the whole court. This huge candelabra, this light that signified 
the glory of God, that shone for the people in the wilderness, that light shone for the 
whole Feast of Tabernacles, a week or more.  Jesus stood in front of that candelabra 
and said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.”  

Jesus is the light of the world who shines into our darkness. He exposes our sin. He 
shows us why our world is the way it is. He reveals our lostness and our spiritual 
darkness. He gives us hope and He shows us life. Without His light, people walk in 
darkness, sin, hopelessness and ever-increasing despair. 

Do you remember when the apostle Paul was writing to the Romans, a world very much 
like our own today. Paul took six passages of scripture and he put them together to tell 
them a story of what a dark world, in need of the light, looks like. It’s very much like our 
world.  Paul said (Rom 3:10-18): 

10 As it is written: 

“There is no one righteous, not even one; 
11     there is no one who understands; 
    there is no one who seeks God. 
12 All have turned away, 
    they have together become worthless; 
there is no one who does good, 
    not even one.” 
13 “Their throats are open graves; 
    their tongues practice deceit.” 
 

That’s happening in our country, even at the highest levels. Deceit! 

“The poison of vipers is on their lips.” 
14     “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.” 
15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
16     ruin and misery mark their ways, 
17 and the way of peace they do not know.” 
18     “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

Paul said, this is the darkness and when people don’t know God and they don’t know 
what God has done for them, it’s the very definition of darkness.  



Nearly 800 years earlier, God had revealed the same message to His people through 
Isaiah. Do you remember?  In chapter 9, when he said, the people are walking in 
darkness. And when you are walking in darkness, your only help is the light. Darkness is 
the realm of Satan, the evil one.  He loves the darkness because in that darkness he can 
hold people.  He can choke them off from knowing the truth about God, or the truth 
about themselves, or the truth about God’s salvation. That’s why Paul said (2 Cor 4:3-4):  

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The 
god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the 
light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

Satan loves the darkness, but God is the light.  And God shatters the darkness and 
reveals Himself in the truth of the gospel, so that we can know God and the life He 
provides. That’s why Paul went on to say (2 Cor 4: 5-6): 

5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as 
your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of 
darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge 
of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. 

Jesus is the light and wherever He is, the light is.  But some people don’t like the light. 
Their deeds are evil.  They live it in secret. They don’t want to be exposed. They don’t 
want to be in church, they don’t want to be around God’s people, and they certainly don’t 
want Jesus shining on their life. That’s what John was describing (John 3:19-21); Jesus 
said: 

19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness 
instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates 
the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 
21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen 
plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God. 

The people of truth come to the light; people of darkness run away from it. This is the 
second great “I AM” statement in the gospel of John.  The first was, Jesus said, “I AM 
the bread of life.” Now, He says, “I AM the light of the world.”  

 
Jesus Christ is the Light of the World who 
shatters our darkness and allow us to see. 

 
What do we see?  How does He do this? 

Jesus is the Light that reveals God’s Person and God’s Works to the world. 

Jesus is the Light that reveals God’s Person to the world.  In verse 12, it says,  

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 



13 The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing as your own witness; 
your testimony is not valid.” 

14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I 
know where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I 
come from or where I am going. 15 You judge by human standards; I pass 
judgment on no one. 16 But if I do judge, my decisions are true, because I am not 
alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me. 17 In your own Law it is written that 
the testimony of two witnesses is true. 18 I am one who testifies for myself; my 
other witness is the Father, who sent me.” 

19 Then they asked him, “Where is your father?” 

“You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me, you would 
know my Father also.” 20 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple 
courts near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, 
because his hour had not yet come. 

Charlie Chaplin was a superstar in the silent film era. One of the first true movie stars.  
His tramp-like character you may have seen if you’ve watched some of the old black and 
whites. In fact, Charlie Chaplin at the time was so popular, that Charlie Chaplin look-
alike contests began to spring up around the world. Now, it’s hard to tell how many of 
these were true, but it is said that Charlie Chaplin actually entered a Charlie Chaplin 
look-alike contest. Steve Chandler, in his book 100 Ways to Motivate Yourself said: 

It has been reported that he did this in Monaco and in Switzerland, but even though it 
has been embellished over the years, this event really happened. In one of the 
documented ones that I could find, Charlie Chaplin entered a Charlie Chaplin look-alike 
contest in San Francisco, in a theater there.  With the stage full of Charlie Chaplin look-
alikes, he donned that famous costume of his, went and entered the contest.  You know 
how he did? He didn’t even make the finals! The real Charlie Chaplin, in the outfit he 
wears in the movies, standing on the stage, and he didn’t even make the final!  

Jesus knows how it feels. God visits the planet He created, and stands in front of the 
people made in His image. They’ve been reading about God, learning about God, 
wanting to know God – and there God stands in front of them as the light of the world, 
and He doesn’t even make the final cut! They couldn’t see who He was. They didn’t 
believe Him.  

Jesus is the light who came to reveal God. “I am the light of the world,” He said in verse 
12, “whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  

Who is that light? God is. That’s why Jesus said, “I AM the I AM.” That’s why John wrote 
(1 John 1:5-7)  

5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in 
him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet 
walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 



God is light, John said, the light of truth. When Jesus declared, “I AM the light of the 
world,” the Jews knew exactly what He was saying. He was declaring Himself to be God.  

That’s why, when the Pharisees heard Jesus declare this, they reacted so strongly and 
said, “Hey! You’re here telling us who You think You are! But Your testimony is not valid. 
You don’t have any witnesses.” 

Jesus told them (vs 14): “14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my 
testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and where I am going.” Do you hear 
what He is telling them? I don’t need any other witnesses any more than a light needs a 
witness. You see, in a dark room, no matter how much darkness there is, when the light 
shines, it needs no other witness but itself. Everyone knows the light is shining. I am the 
light of the world.  I don’t need another light. I don’t need another witness.  But, even in 
your law, it says that if there are two witnesses who saw that what was said is true (vs 
17):  

17 In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is true. 18 I am 
one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me.” 

19 Then they asked him, “Where is your father?” 

“You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me, you would 
know my Father also.” 20 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple 
courts near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, 
because his hour had not yet come. 

Jesus reinforces, My Father is God. And I am God. If you knew Me, you’d know Him, but 
you don’t. 

Yes see, 750 years before this time, before Jesus was born in Bethlehem, God was 
already testifying that His Son would be the light of the world. Do you remember in 
Isaiah 9:1-2 – 

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the 
past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he 
will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan— 

2 The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
    a light has dawned. 

Now when you read Isaiah 9, who is also introducing a great warrior who is going to 
conquer the nations and bring God’s kingdom, you are left with the question, “who is 
going to do this?” 

Well, we celebrate it every Christmas.  Isaiah goes on to say, it’s the child, the Son, who 
is going to do this.  (9:6-7) 



6 For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 
    there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne 
    and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 
    with justice and righteousness 
    from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the LORD Almighty 
    will accomplish this. 

Do you get sick and tired of worldly governments led by men who are as frail as I am, 
who continue to lie, and mislead and the governments oppress?  Do you get tired of that 
stuff? Well, take heart!  You see, there is One coming whose kingdom is eternal. The 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords. He is coming back to thrash every known government 
on earth, His kingdom to be established, and the government will be on His shoulders! 
Amen!  I can hardly wait!  (applause). It’s coming! 

That’s why, when Jesus was born and presented at the Temple, Simeon the Priest, who 
had been told by God that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah, 
rejoiced when he saw Jesus. Remember?  Luke 2:28-32 – 

28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
    you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and the glory of your people Israel.” 

This Jesus I’m holding in my arms is the light of God’s revelation to all the nations! 
(Simeon said), and He is the glory of God’s people Israel. Which is why John began his 
gospel like this (John 1:1-9; 14; 18) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. [Jesus is the Creator.] 4 In 
him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

Do you know how we know that the darkness does not overcome it? Because Jesus’ 
light is still shining today, it is shining in me and in you and in every other believer who is 
following Jesus Christ, who are not walking in darkness, but have the light of life. 
Darkness has not overcome the light and it never will.  



6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He 
himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.  

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 

18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and 
is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. 

Jesus is the light of the world. The great I AM who reveals God so that all nations might 
see Him and believe.  

How is Jesus shining that light today? He is shining it in you and me. Those who have 
believed and received Him. That’s why Jesus said (Matt 5:14-16) – 

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 
15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its 
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 
Father in heaven. 

Surveys vary. I don’t know the exact number. Somewhere between 25 and 30 million 
Americans testify to be born-again, vibrant evangelical followers of Jesus Christ. There 
is a lot larger number who say they are Christians, but apparently there are about that 
many who are evangelical, born-again, Bible-believing followers of Jesus. How can you 
have 25 or 30 million people (possibly more) who have the light of the world living in 
them, and yet our country is increasingly, spiritually dark? How can that be? Because 
Jesus said the light can be hidden under a bowl. Many Christians are trying so hard to 
look like the world, their light is hidden. They are not standing up for what Jesus wants. 
They are not en masse proclaiming who Jesus is and what He demands. That’s why 
Paul, writing to the Ephesian church reminded them that they are to live as children of 
light. [I read this earlier and people said, yeah, thanks for beating us with a hickory stick! 
I said, I didn’t write the thing, I’m just reading it!] (Eph 5:3-17) 

3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any 
kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. 
[not a hint!}4 Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which 
are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 

[When I hear Christians swearing and using obscenity, even in a Bible study! – I’m 
thinking where is the light in that? Do we think that’s cool to do that? We sound just like 
the world.]  

5 For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a 
person is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 
6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God’s 



wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 7 Therefore do not be partners with 
them. 

[Why? Because:] 

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children 
of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 
10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless 
deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 It is shameful even to mention 
what the disobedient do in secret. 13 But everything exposed by the light becomes 
visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes a light. 14 This is why it is 
said: 

“Wake up, sleeper, 
    rise from the dead, 
    and Christ will shine on you.” 

[The moon shines brightly in the night sky because it is illuminated by the sun. You and I 
are to be shining brightly in the world because our lives are illuminated by Christ, the 
light of the world. And Jesus said, if you will rise from the dead and give your life to me, I 
will shine on you! He said He will do it, and the world will see it.] 

15 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the 
most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be 
foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. 

Remember, it was Jesus who asked life’s most important question, “Who do you say I 
am?” How we live is the answer to that question. Jesus said, the light of life, the light of 
the world. . . I AM. 

Not only does He reveal God’s Person to the world. Jesus is the light that reveals 
God’s works to the world.  

When Jesus was in the debate back and forth with the religious leaders who could not 
accept His identity, when you come to the end of chapter 8, He says, “Very truly I tell 
you, before Abraham was born, I AM.” He declares Himself to be God.  At this, they 
picked up stones to stone Him, but Jesus hid Himself, slipping away from the Temple 
grounds.  

Then He meets the blind man. John 9:1 – 7 

 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that 
the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the 
works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am 
in the world, I am the light of the world.” 



6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and 
put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this 
word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 

I was reading a piece by Allison Lawler, writing about this photo revolution that you and I 
are enjoying today, with the cameras we have on our cell phones – it’s amazing 
technology. She was saying :  

In 1969 in a science lab in New Jersey, Canadian physicist, Willard Boyle and his 
colleagues, invented the concept of an electronic eye. Using their knowledge of 
mathematics and the behavior of light, they provided the science behind digital 
cameras, knowing as a Charged Coupled Device, or CCD. You may have seen 
that lettering on something you have. The CCD technology revolutionized 
photography, as light could now be captured electronically, instead of on film. 
CCD technology is used on the Hubble telescope and the Mars Lunar Probe, as 
well as in many cameras. It was Boyle’s invention that allowed us to see the 
surface of Mars for the first time. In 2009, Boyle was awarded the Nobel Prize for 
Physics. 

Now, I was reading this article that said, a few years after he invented this, he went into 
a store to buy a camera with the new CCD technology that he invented. He got a young 
sales guy there, who didn’t know a lot about it, but he was trying as best he could, to 
explain the intricacies of this camera that didn’t need film, to the guy who invented the 
thing. Now, Boyle is standing there looking at him blankly, and the salesman was 
thinking this guy isn’t getting it, so he said, “Never mind, you won’t get it anyway.” 
(laughter) 

Now, it said in this article, according to one long-time friend, Willard Boyle is normally a 
very humble man, but on this occasion, he was taken a bit aback by the salesman’s 
arrogance and disrespect. So Boyle bluntly replied, “No need to explain. I invented it.” 

When the salesman didn’t believe him, Boyle told him, “You don’t believe me? Let’s take 
this computer. You Google ‘Willard S Boyle’ and see what it says.”  

No sooner than he said that and the man starts to Google it, when right around the 
corner from where they were standing was a guy who was a representative with the 
Nikon Camera Company. As soon as he heard Willard Boyle’s name, he knew exactly 
who was over there.  He thought, I can’t believe this!  He came running around the 
corner.  He said, “Willard Boyle?! Amazing! Can I take your picture? Will you sign an 
autograph for me?”  

Allison Lawler reflecting on that occasion said, “At times, we almost act like the impatient 
salesman in our relationship with God. We tell God how life works. Or we tell God how 
we think it should work!  Sometimes, we get angry when God doesn’t do it the way we 
think it ought to be done!  God simply, confidently responds, no need to explain, I 
invented life. I make it work.  

You see, this was the situation that Jesus faced when He encountered the blind man. All 
these people, standing around trying to tell Jesus what God does. Jesus said, well if you 



won’t believe God’s word about who I am, then maybe you’ll believe God’s works about 
who I am.  

Jesus had just declared that He was God, the great I AM, and now He would 
demonstrate that truth by doing what only God could do.  He would give sight to a man 
for whom it was impossible to see. This man had been blind from birth. It wasn’t because 
of his parents’ sins or his sins. It wasn’t that his parents or he never sinned, Jesus was 
saying it was no specific sin of theirs that led to his blindness. There is a different 
purpose behind this blindness.  So the man is blind, made that way, Jesus said, so that 
on this day, the works of God might be displayed in him. So here’s a guy, born blind by 
God’s design, lived all those years blind, and all the travail that went along with it, so that 
on this day, at this time, in this moment, God could use him to display the works of God 
in his life, so that those people who could not see, might know who God is in Jesus. 
Amazing. 

Do you mean to tell me that God does stuff like that? Yeah, He does.  

I don’t know all the stuff you’re going through. I don’t know what hardships you’re facing, 
what diseases you’re carrying, what accidents have hit you, what losses you’ve 
experienced.  I don’t know any of that. But God knows it all.  And I don’t know all the 
reasons why God does it, but I do know this: God is at work in you to will and to act for 
His good purpose. Maybe, just maybe, something you’re going through right now that 
seems very unfair, and seems very hard, and you’re a little upset that God hasn’t lifted it 
– it could be that it has very little to do with you, and it could be that God is about ready 
to use your life and that hardship, to display His work through you.  

Because, if you’re carrying a disease, and you know that God is in it, and you shine His 
light through your life to show the doctors, the nurses, the people around you, the 
difference that Jesus makes in a life that is wholly owned by Him. That light is going to 
shine in a way those people never see it! Or you go through financial hardship and your 
life is not coming unglued, you’re going to show them a light that those people are not 
used to seeing.  

When the world sees believers who have the light of the world in them, going through 
the same stuff they’re going through, but handling it with hope or with peace, or with 
grace, or with joy, even. That light shines and people see God and the difference that He 
makes. So God has to put you in the darkness, so He can shine His light. That’s some of 
the reasons that stuff that happens to us, happens. It isn’t all directly due to our sin. It’s 
because God wants to display His works in us. Amazing. 

When you read through the Bible, interesting details you pick up.  Here’s one: Whenever 
you hear Jesus go (sound of hacking and spitting) . . . you know something awesome is 
about to happen. (laughter) Here’s a blind guy – never seen!  He can’t even see what is 
in front of him. All he hears is (hacking and spitting sound). Jesus spits in the mud, puts 
that glob of stuff around, throws it in the guy’s eyes and says, now go wash in the pool of 
Siloam.  

Both the making of the mud and the walk to the pool were a violation of the Sabbath, 
according to the Jews, because making the mud was “work”, prohibited on the Sabbath, 
and the journey on the Sabbath was clearly designated, and the walk to the pool of 



Siloam was further than allowed.  Both were Sabbath violations. So the Jews said, “This 
man can’t be from God, because He is breaking the Sabbath!”  

Amazing to me, Jesus slaps the mud in the guy’s eyes, doesn’t even tell him to go wash 
so he’d be healed. He doesn’t tell him anything. He just says “Go wash.” So he did. He 
came back seeing! 

Shook things up around Jerusalem, I tell you. His friends and neighbors were going, “Is 
this really Clyde?! (or whatever his name was). Is this really our buddy that hasn’t seen 
ever, that we used to put at the gate to beg? Can’t be! But it looks like him!” 

“It’s me!” he kept telling them.  

So then the Pharisees got on board and they say, “We don’t believe it.  We don’t believe 
you were really blind.” So they called for his parents.  

They eventually asked the man twice, who is this guy who did this to you?” 

He said, “I kept telling you! It’s Jesus. Do you want to believe in Him too?” 

“We don’t believe in this guy. He breaks the Sabbath.  We don’t even know where He is 
from.” 

The man said, “Well that’s amazing. You don’t even know where He is from? Have you 
ever heard of anyone but God healing a man born blind? Jesus did it!” 

They said, “How dare you lecture us.  You were steeped in sin at birth.” And they threw 
him out. 

So Jesus finds the guy. (John 9:35-8):  

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 

Do you believe in the Son of Man? You see, the ‘Son of Man’ is used interchangeably for 
Jesus with the ‘Son of God’. It’s a phrase that means, do you believe in the Messiah? 
The Son of God, the Son of Man – the Savior of the world.  

The man said, “Who is He? Tell me so I may believe in Him.” 

Jesus said, “You have now seen Him. In fact, He is the One speaking to you.” 

The man said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshipped Him. 

Here’s a blind man who can see.  All these sighted experts who can’t see.  (John 8:39-
41):  

39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see 
and those who see will become blind.” 



40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are 
we blind too?” 

41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you 
claim you can see, your guilt remains. 

If you really were in the darkness, and you really saw your blindness, then I can help 
you. See, you’re already claiming you can see, and I’m standing right in front of you. 
There’s nothing more I can do. You won’t believe who God is, and you won’t believe 
what God does. You remain in your sin.  

There’s a lot of people stuck there today, you know. They just won’t believe who God is, 
and they just will not believe what God has done. But this blind man did. “Lord, I  
believe.”   

Merrill Tenney, the great prof at Wheaton College once said, “Unbelief is not just simply 
unwillingness to accept a statement as fact, it’s resistance to the revelation of God in 
Christ.”  

Not only did they repudiate His claims, they completely rejected His person.  

Have you seen the light of the world? The one who reveals God? The one who reveals 
God’s works? Who shows us who God is and what God has done to save us for Himself 
and to bring us life?  All the darkness in the world cannot hide the light.  

In 2008, when John McCain was running for president, Time magazine did an interview 
with him, and one of the questions was, “Tell us about your faith journey.” 

What he described was an experience he had of growing in his faith in a Vietnamese 
prison camp when he was a prisoner of war. 

John McCain said every night, they would tie his hands behind his back, loop the rope 
up around his neck, and then draw it down tight, to pull his head down between his 
knees, and they would leave him lying on a concrete floor like that all night long. He said 
it was extremely painful. Then he said, after a time, there was a guard who came in after 
all the other guards were asleep, and he would loosen his bonds, and let him stretch 
back out. Never said a word to him. But every morning, he would come back and tie him 
back up in the original position, before the other guards came, and leave him as they 
had left him the night before. He kept doing this night, after night, after night.  

John McCain said, about a month later, it was Christmas Day. He was standing out in 
the dirt courtyard of the prison, and he saw that same guard who had been coming at 
night to untie his bonds and coming back and tying them again in the morning. He saw 
that guard approaching him. The guard came up next to him and stood next to him. He 
didn’t look at him, he didn’t smile. Didn’t say a word. Everybody was all around them in 
the courtyard. He just stood there next to John McCain. And John said that this guard 
reached down with his foot, in the dirt, and he made a big cross in the dirt, on Christmas 
Day. He said, we both stood there, brothers in Christ, staring at the cross in the dirt. 
Being reminded of the One who is the light of the world, who shines brightly, even in a 
Vietnamese prison camp.  



Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.” 

Is that light living in you? If it is, then you know who God is, and you know what God has 
done.  Jesus said, that light of life in you? I AM.   

And by the way, just to make the record straight – the oldest light in California is not on 
Alcatraz. It’s Jesus.  (applause). 

Father, I want to thank You today. I am learning so much and it is reinforcing so much 
my love for You. Who do you say I am? Knowing the true Jesus. You are the bread of 
life, you are the light of the world, the great I AM. For every one of us who have seen 
that light, our lives are different, and we rejoice and we celebrate. Thank You for doing 
for us what You did for that blind man. And help all of us to know today that that light is 
shining and You are ready to be born and bring life to all who will believe and receive 
you. God, may You be honored. We thank You for helping up to see the light. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


